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JOURNALS 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, December 4th, 1849. 


The House of Representatives met in regular annual session; 
in accordance with law. 

The Hon. Anson Jones, Secretary of State, in the Chair— 
proceeded to organize the House. 

The former Chief Clerk, Mr. James Raymond, officiated as 
Chief Clerk, pro tem. 

The roll of Counties being called in alphabetical order. ‘le 
following members came for ward, presented their credentials, 
took the oath prescribed by the Constitution, and their seats, 
to wit: 

Hon. M. Ward, jr. of Bowie County. 

«  Blisha Lott, of Harrison County. 

“ L. L. B. Jasper, of Houston County. 

“James Davis, of Liberty County. 

“ J. L. Hogg, of Nocogdoches County. ‘ 

« A.H. Philips, of Refugio County. 

“ David Gage, cf Rusk County. 

« James Truett, of Shelby County. 

« J. H. Grammont, of Victoria County. 

On motion of Mr. Jasper, Mr. Ira M. Freeman, was appointed’ 
Sergeant-at-drms, pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. Hogg, Mr. Cockburn’ was appointed opos 
keeper, pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. J asper, the, House adjourned until to-mor= 
row morning at 11 o'clock. 


$ s 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuesday, December 5, 1843. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment—the Hon. Ansor 
Jones, Secretary of State, in the Chair. 
‘he roll of counties being called, the following members ap- 


peared—presented their credentials and took the oath and their 
seats, to wit: 


Hon. Andrew Rabb, of Fayette County. 
« Wiliam L. Cazneau, of Travis County. 
« John Stamps, of Washington County. 
There being no quorum present—on motion of Mr. Lott, the 
House adjourned until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
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Wepnespay, December 6, 1843. 


‘The House mét pursuant to adjournment—the Hon. Secre- 
tary of State in the Chair. 

The roll of Counties being called, the following members 
appeared, presented their credentials, took the oath of office and 
their seats, to wit: 

Hon. Jno. Caldwell, of Bastrop County. 

«© 8. A. Maverick, of Bexar County. 
“« F.L. Paschal, of do do 
«. H. R. Person, of Robertson County. 

There not being a quorum present—on motion of Mr. Lott, 

the House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 
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Tuurspay, December 7th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment—the Hon. Secreta- 
ty of State in the Chair. os 
- The roll of Counties being called—the Hon. James W. Hen- 
derson, of Harris County, came forward, presented his cre- 
dentials, took the oath prescribed by the Constitution, and his 
seat, í 

There being no quorum present—on motion of Mz, Lott, the 
House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P, m. to-morrow. 


Fripay, December Sth. 1843. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment—the Hon. Secre- 
tary of State in the Chair. l 
he roll of Counties being ¢alled—the following members 
came forward, presented their credentials took the oath of 
office and their seats, to wit: 
Hon. J. A. Head, of Brasos County, 
« J. W. Johnson, of Goliad County. 
There being no quorum present— 
On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock. to-morrow morning. 
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Sarurpay, December 9th, 1843, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment—the Hon. Secreta- 
ry of State in the Chair. 

The roll of Counties being called, the Hon. W. E. Jones, of. 
Gonzales County, and the Hon. Harvey Kendrick, of Matagor- 
da County, came forward, presented their credentials, took the 
oath preseried by. the Constitution, and their seats. 

There being no quorum present— 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the House adjourned until 10 o- 
clock, to-morrow morning. Í 
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Wasuineron, Monday; Dec. 11th, 1843. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment—the Hon. Secreta- 
ry of State in the Chair. —. 

The roll of Counties being called—the Hon. R. M. Collins of 
Brazoria County, the Hon, R. Scurry, of San Augustine Coun- 
ty, R. C. Doom, of Jasper, F. M. Ogden, of Jefferson, William 
H. Bourland, of Lamar, G. B. Erath, of Milam, and James 
Johnston, of Red River, came forward, presented thei creden- 
tials, took the oath prescribed by the Constitution, and their 
seats. 3 : 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Henderson, the 
House went into the election of Speaker. 

Mr. Jasper, nominated Mr. Scurry, there being no other no- 
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mination, Mr. Scurry was declared duly elected Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, of the Sth Congress of the Republic 
of Texas. 

Messrs. BL cndrick and Truit, were appointed a committee to 
wait apon the Speaker clect, and conduct him to the Chair, 
which was accordingly done : ; whereupou the Speaker rose; 
and adaressed the House as follows . 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives :. 


To be called by the unanimous vote of the House, to preside 
over its deliberations, inspires me with sentiments of gratitude 
that language fails me in expressing. 

This would have been complimentary ‘under any circum- 
stances, but becomes doubly dear under the high state of party 
. feeling that now exists throughout the country, as a compli- 

meat to the integrity oi the officer that now addresses you. 

It only seems to show me, that every portion’ of the House, 
looks for impartial eae at my hands, aud believe me, sinre 
in assuring you that as the presiding officer of tnis body, that 
impartiality that is expected of me, shall ever be exercised. 

Inexperience in parliamentary proceedings, warns me that 
I shall commit many errors, in the discharge of my duties; and: 
Task of you, Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, never 
to fall in correcting and aiding me in presiding over your delib- 
erations. Backed by the House of Representatives, I have 
nothing to fear. 

Since my arrival at this place, renewed hope has been in- ~ 
spired, that the petty dissentions that have hitherto disturbed, 
the deliberations of the Representatives of the nation, will be 
forgotton, and that that feeling will be predominant in this 
House, which united us in the field of battle e,in the defence of 
the country, now will be exercised for its benefit. Should 
this be so, a cheering prospect is held forth to the people of 
‘Texas, that her Representatives are at iast united not in a quar- 
rel about men, but the only difference is, who shall be foremost 
in pronotlig the best interest of our beloved cou ntry. 

Gentlemen, Lam sensible that human fature is fallible, and 
notwithstanding the but too flattering and seductive manner in 
which you have conferred npon me >the office of Speaker, I am 
conscious that I cannot evade all error—all that I ask of you, 
is to extend that justice to me, that Ishall give to you; “cnanght 
extenuate, and naught set down in malice.” 7 

Many questions of the nicest delicacy and grave ‘Importanee 
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to the Republic, will be submitted to you, and I feel conscious 
that--that courtesy that ever characterizes the intercourse of 
Gentlemen, will be mutually. exercised towards each other, by 
every part of the representative wisdom of the nation. Amity 
seems to prevail among us, a continuation of that- feeling, and 
an exercise of forbearance, during ine ensuing session by the 
members of the House of Representatives towards each other, in 
the discussing of the exciting topics that are anticipated, wonld 
be something more than gratefully acknowledged by your 
Speaker. . 

Gentlemen, I return to you my most sincere and grateful ac- 
knowledgements, for the distin guished favor you h ave conferred 
upon me, and implore the blessings of that Providence who bas 
guided us in battle and not deserted. us in Council, to guide 
your deliberations. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Caldwell, Ogden and John-. 
ston, Tellers. 

The House then proceeded to the election of Chief Clerk. 
Mr. Henderson nominated Mr. James H. Raymond. 

There being no other nomination, Mr. Ravmoud was declar- 
ed duly elected Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives of 
the 8th Congress of the Republic of Texas. 

The election of Assistant Clerk, being next in order, 

Mr. Lott nominated Mr, L. S. Blain. 

Mr. Jasper nominated Mr. B. F. Johnson; and 

Mr. Philips nominated Mr. Thruston M. Taylor. 

The House then proceeded to ballot. 

Mr. Blain received 8 votes; Mr. Johnson, 10 votes, and Mr, 
Taylor 10 votes. 

There being no election, the House proceeded to a second 
ballot. 

Mr. Biain received 7 votes; Mr. Johnson received Lf v. tes, 
and Mr. Taylor 10 votes. 

There being no election, the House again proceeded to a 
third ballot ; when Mr. Blain received 5 votes; Mr. Johnson 
11 votes, and Mr. Taylor 12 votes. 

. There still being no election, the House proceeded to a fourth 
ballot; when Mr. Blain received 3 votes; Mr. Johnson 13 
yotes, ‘and Mr. Taylor 12 votes. 

There still being .no election, the House proceeded to ballot 
for a fifth time ; when Mr. Johnson received [3 votes, and Mr., 
Taylor 15 votes. 

Mr. Taylor, having received the greatest number of votes, 
was declared duly elected Assistant Clerk of the House of Rep- 
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yesentatives, of the eighth Congress of the Republic of Texas, 

The election of Eug rossing Glerk, being next in order ; 

3r. Davis moved to ) dispense with said clerk, for the present, 

La “SË, z 

zir. Henderson nominated Mr. Ben. F. Hill. 

There being no other nominations, Mr. Hill was declared 
duly elected Engrossing Clerk of the House of Representatives 
of the eighth Congr ess of the Republic of Texas. 

‘The election of Enroll ing Clerk, being next in order, 

Mr Davis moved to dispense with said clerk, for the present. 

Lost. 

Mr. Lott nominated Mr. James M, Long: and 

Mr. Fruit nominated Mr. Uriah Case. 

The House then por a to ballot; when, Mr. Long re- 
ceived 17 votes, and Mr. Case, 11 votes. 

Mr. Long, having received the greatest number of votes, was 
declared duly elected Enrolling Clerk, of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the eighth Congress of the Republic of 'Texas. 

The election for Ser geant- at-Arms, being next in order: 

Mr. Lott nominated Mr. Freeman. 

Mr. Collins nominated Mr. Byers. 

Mr. Head nominated Mr. Vary. 

Mr. Caldwell nominated Mr, Highsmith. 

Mr. Henderson nominated Mr. McNeal ; and. 

Mr. Pipkin, and Mr. Ogden, nominated Mr. Cheniworth: 

The House then proceeded to ballot. 

Mr. Freeman received 9 votes; Mr. Byers 3 votes; Mr. Va- 
ry I vote; Mr. Highsmith 12 votes: Mr. McNeal 1 vote, and 
Mr. Cheniworth 2 votes. 

There being no election, the House again proceeded to ballot. 

Mr. Freeman received 13 votes, and Mr, Highsmith received 
15 votes. 

Mr, Highsmith having received the greatest number of votes, 
was declared duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms, of the House of 
Representatives of the eighth Congress of the Republic of 
Texas. 

The-election of Door-Keeper T nextin order ; 

Mr. Henderson nominated Mr. Wm. K. Smith. 

Mr. Pergon nominated Mr. Stroud’Melton, and 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, nominated Mr. Wm. Cockburn, 

The House then proceeded to ballot. 

Mr. Smith received 9 votes; Mr, Melton received 4 votes, and 
Mr. Cockburn received 18 votes: `~ 

Mr. Cockburn, having received a majority of all the: votes 
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given, was declared duly elected Door-Keeper, of the House of 
Representatives of the. eighth Congress of the Republic of 
Texas. : CORE: 


The officers elect, came forward, were sworn by the Speaker, 
to a faithful performance of their respective duties. i 
On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House adjeurried until to- 


morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, 
December 12th, 1843. 


The House met persuant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the Reverend Mr. Blair. 

The roll being called, the following members answered te 
their names : | 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Doom, Davis, 
Erath, Gage, Grammont, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, John- 
ston, Johnson, Jones, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Ogden, Pas- 
chal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps, 'Truit, Ward—27. 

There being a quorum present, the journals of the preceding 
day were read, and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. T. J. Green, of Brazoria 
came forward, presented his credentials, took the oath of ottfice, 
and his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, Mr. J. H. Barnard, of Fort 
Bend, came forward, presented his credentials, took the oath of 
office, and his seat. . 

On motion of Mr. Hogg, a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Hogg, Ward, and Cazneau, were appointed to wait upon the 
senate, and inform them, that the House of Representatives of 
the eighth ‘Congress, of the Republic of Texas, was organized, 
and ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Caldwell, moved to adopt the {anding rules of the Tth 
Congress, of the House of Representatives, for the government 
of the present session. - 

Mr, Henderson moved to amend, by adding, “and that Jeffer- 
son’s Manualibe adopted, in all cases, where the rules are silent, 

Accepted by Mr. Caldwell, and motion carried. l 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, that portion of the 3rd rule, of , 
the standing rules of the House, requiring the Speaker to rise, 
when a motion is put to the House, was suspended. 

B > 
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On motion of Mr. Stamps, the House proceeded to the election 
of a Chaplain. 

Mr. Stamps nominated the Reverend Hugh Wilson. 

‘There being no other nomination, Mr. Wilson was declared 
duly elected Chaplain of the House of Representatives, of fhe 
8th Congress, of the Republic of Texas, 

The committee appointed to wait upon the Senate, and inform 
that body, that the House was organized, and ready to proceed 
to business, reported, having discharged their duty, 

On motion of Mr. Person, the House. adjourned until 3 
o’clock P, M. 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


House met—roll called---quorum present, 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Tryon. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o’clock, 


Wasuineton, WEDNESDAY, 
December 13th, 1843. 

House met persuant to adjournment, 

Roll being called, the tollowing members answered to their 
names, to wit; 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard; Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Davis, Doom, Mrath, Gage, Granimont, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, 
Lott, Maveriel k, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward. { 

Quorum present. 

Joninals of the Ngeedng day were read and adopted. 

The roll of counties being called, the Hon. P. M. Cuney, of 
Austin county, came for ward, presented his credentials, took the 
oath of office prescribed by the Constitution, and his seat. 

Mr, Speaker announced the following standing committees for 
the present session, to wit: 

Committee on the Judiciar y—Messrs. Jasper, Ogden, Davis, 
Henderson and Person. 


ae 


11 


On Public Printing —Messrs. Lott, Jones of Gonzales, Cald- 
well, Davis and Doom. - 

On the State of the Republic—Messrs. Caldwell, Doom, Caz- 
heau, ‘Truitt and Stamps. 

On Claims and Accounts—Messrs. Hogg; Rabb, Philips, 
Gray. nace and Johnson, of Goliad. 

Commitiee on Foreign Relations—Messrs. Jones of Gonza- 
les; Green, Davis, Ogden and Cazneau, 

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Maverick, Jasper, Lott, Gram- 
mont and Barnard. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Ward, Barnard, Truit, Gage and 
Grammont. 

On Contingent Eapenses—Messts. Kendrick, Johnston, 
Head, Grammont and Lott. 

On Finance—Miessrs. Johnston, Jones of Gonz., Maverick, 
Hogg and Cuney. 

On Post-offices and Post-roads—Messrs. Bua Doom, 
Stamps, Head and Paschal. 

On Internal Improvements—Messrs. Ogden, Lott, Rabb, 
Johnson and Erath. 

On Privileges and Elections—Messrs. Truit, Rabb, Ward, 
Jas, er and Hogg. 

On Naval Affair s—Méessrs. Collins, Kendrick, Ogden, John- 
son and Henderson. 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Green, Gage, Person, Johnson _ 
and Maverick. 

On Education—Messrs. Panon, Rabb, Doom, Philips 
and Erath. 

On Military Affairs—Messts. Davis, Cazneau, Collins, Green 
and Paschal. 

On County Boundaries—Messrs. Bourland, Truit, Head, 
Piersons and Gage. 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Philips, Bourland, Persons, 
Johnston and Ward. 


On. Retrenchment—Messrs. Caney, Persons, Collins, Kenr- 
drick and Head. , 


A committee appeared, from the Senate, and owned the 
House, that the Senate had organized, and was now ready to 
proceed to business. 


_On motion of Mr. Lott, a committed was appointed, consist- 
ing’ of Méssrs. Hogg, Lott, and Johnson, to act, jn conjunction 
with a like committee on the part of the Senats; fo wait upon 
His Excellency, the President, and inform him, that the two 
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Houses of Congress had organized, and were ready to receivé 
any communications he may have to make. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the Chief Clerk was instructed to 

transmit, to the Senate, a list of the officers elect, of the House 
of Representatives of the 8th Congress. 
_ A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that the Senate had appointed a committee to act, with 
alike committee on the part of the House, to’ wait upon the 
President, and inform him, that the two Houses of Congress had 
organized, and were now ready to receive any communication he 
may have to make. 

Also, the following communication was received from the Se- 
nate, to wit: f 


; 
' “Senare CoampBer, Dec. 13, 1843. 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Siz :~-Below you will find a list of Officers elect, of, the Se- 
nate, 8th Congress of the Republic of Texas: 
‘Mr. Thomas Green, Secretary. 
« N.C. Raymond, Assistant Secretary. 
« M. H. Nickleson, Enrolling and Engrossing Clerk. 
« S. W. Pipkin, Sergeant-at-Arms. 
“ Lewis Goodwin, Door-Keeper. 
Respectfully, 
EDWARD BURLESON, ` 
= President Senate.” 
Attest, 
THOMAS GREEN, 
Secretary Senate. 


T'he committee, appointed by the House, to act in conjunc- 
tion with the committee on the part of the Senate, to wait upon 
the President, and inform him that the two Houses bf Congress 
had organized, and were ready to receive any communication 
from him, returned and reported, that the President would de- 
liver, in person, a message to the two Houses of Congress, at 
3 o'clock P. m. i 

On motion of Mr. Lott, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Lott, 
Gage, and Henderson, was appointed to wait upon the Senate, 
and invite that body to seats within the bar of the-House, to re- 
ceive the message of the President, to be delivered at 3 o’clock 
P. M. = : = x ee ge ee oat 
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On motion of Mr. Ogden, a committee was appointed, coñ- 
sisting of Messrs. Ogden, Stamps, and Head, to wait upon the 
proprietor of this house, and request him to prop the floor. 

The committee returned, and reported duty performed. 

Ou motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonz., the House adjourned until 
half past 2 o’ciock, P. m. 


. HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
House met—roll called—quorum present. 


Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Tryon. 

The roll of counties being cailed, the following members 
came forward, presented their credentials, took the oath pre- 
scribed by the Constitution, and their seats, to wit: 

Messrs. L. N. Edwards, of Shelby county, Wm. Means, of 
Sabine county, N. H. Darnell, of San Augustine county, and Jno. 
M. Lewis, of Montgomery county. i 

The committee, appointed to wait upon the Senate, and in- 
vite them to a seat within the bar of the House; to hear the Pre- 
sident deliver his message, returned and reported duty per- 
formed. 

The Senate appeared, headed by their President, who was 
invited toa seat by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and the members, to seats prepared for them. 

His Excellency, the President, appeared, with his Cabinet: 
he was invited to a seat by the President of the Senate, and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and his Cabinet to 
seats prepared for them, within the bar of the House. 

The President thien arose, and delivered the following mes- 

sage to the two Houses of Congress, to wit: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, ? 
Washington, December 12, 1843. 4 


Gentlemen of the. Senate, . 
and of the House of Representatives : 


It affords me pleasure to greet you as the Representatives of 
the nation; and to felicitate you upon the present promising as- 
pect of our affairs. Abroad, we are at peace with all the world ; 
at home, plenty ‘fills ‘the land. Our population is increasing, 
and oar settlements rapidly extending: 

In augmenting and ‘securing, pertnanently, these blessings to 
the cotintry, I cotifidently rely upon your intelligent and patri- 
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ötie co-operation, T rejoice, that yon have it in your power to 
uid the [ixecntive in pursuing such a policy, and perfecting 
such measures, as May redound to our present and future pros- 
erity. ; 

At the commencement of the present administration, as all 
will recollect, the country was in a troubled and embarrassed 
condition. Our relations with Mexico were of the most an- 
noying, hostile and unpleasant character. No prospect of an 
amicable adjustment of existing difficulties appeared. Hundreds 
.of our citizens were prisoners, and in chains. Our navy was 
subsidized to a revolutionary portion of that country; and the 
enemy meditating and making incursions within our limits, 
and executing every annoyance upon our border inhabitants. 
Asa nation, we were without a currency, without credit af 
home or abroad, and without mails to disseminate intelligence. 
Onur resources could not be rendered ‘available; and by this 
chain of untoward circumstancés, our citizens were despondent 
as to the future; and those governments with which friendly re- 
lations had-been established, regarded our condition with apa- 
thy. We seemed to stand surrounded with difficulties, and 
without power or expedients to redeem us from our thraldom. 

In addition to all this, the varicus Indian tribes upon out 

frontier, extending from the Red River to the Rio Grande, were 
hostile. Their frequent inroads upon our adventurous and en- 
terprising settlers, had been attended with melancholy scenes 
of blood. The husband and the father, lying dead in the field 
which his industry had opened, and his wife and children car- 
ried into ajcruel captivity, were almost daily occurrences in out 
border neighborhoods. There was not a cent in the coffers of 
the Government, whereby it might afford relief to dur people 
thus exposed and suffering. 
' These circumstances naturally . deterred emigration, and 
spread abroad distrust in the minds of the public, as to the wil- 
lingness of the Government to afford the protection which the 
condition of the frontiers so imperiously demanded. ‘This want 
of confidence deprived us of many a strong arm for the sword 
or the plough, and prevented the introduction of the capital so 
necessary to the speedy development and increase of our na- 
tional wealth. . 

Qur situation is now different. For more than a year past; 
we have experienced no annoyance from our Mexican adver- 
sary. The great powers which have recognized our independ- 
ence, have evinced, by their endeavors to bring about a friehdly 
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15 
and permanent adjustment of our difficulties with Mexico, the’ 
most lively and efficieut solicitude. 

In accordance with the desires of this Government, made 
known to the governments of the United States, France, and 
Great Britain, that they should so far interpose, as to prevent 

-the continuance of the mode of aggression practised against us 
by Mexico, as being repugnant to the genias of the age, they 
have given us the kindest assurances that they would employ 
their good offices, in a manner consistent with the friendiy re- 
lations in which they stood to the contending parties; aud, if 
possible, by changing the mode of warfare waged by Mexico, 
divest'it of many characteristics incompatible with the practice 
of civilized belligerants. 

The uniformly active and friendly offices which Her Brita- 
nic Majesty’s Governinent has, at the earnest request of this, 1n- 
terposed between Texas and Mexico, cannot fail to be regarded 
as highly gratifying evidence of its generous and friendly dis- 
position, and of a sincere and disinterested désire to produce re- 
sults, as far as may be compatible with the relations subsisting 
between Great Britain and Mexico, in complete accordance 
with the assurances which have been given. Nor has the Ez- 
ecutive any distrust, that all professions on the part of Her Bri- 
tanic Majesty’s Government will not be efficiently falfilled. 

In the monilr of June last, a despatch from the Charge d’Af 
faires of Great Britain near this Government, announced the 
willingness of Mexico to proclaim an Armistice, and suspend 
all hostile action, in case the same policy should be adopted by 
this Government. Under these circumstances, the Executive 
did not hesitate to meet the proposition, and embrace the policy 
indicated. He accordingly issued his proclamation, declaring 
the establishment‘of the Armistice; and commissioners were 
subsequently appointed, and despatched to the point designated, 
for the purpose of arranging with the Mexican Commissioners, 
the terms of the Armistice, preliminary to further negotiations 
for peace at the Capital. Since their departure, the Executive 
has réceived no important intelligence from them; but confi- . 
dently expects, duting the present session of the Honorable 
Congress, to be able to lay before them, some account of the 
progress of the mission, He is satisfied that nothing will be 
wanting, on the part of the géntlemen-chosen for that service, 
to forward an object for which their patriotism and qualifica- 
tions seemed to point them out. 

The Executive has no disinclination to an honorable peace ; 
and he hopes that Mexico, like Texas, will be disposed to put 
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an end to a protracted war, the further continuance of which 
can only prove, detrimental to both. As far asa frank, sincere 
and upright policy will go in the attainment of an honorable 
and permanent peace, it shall not be wanting on the part of the 
Lixecutive, whatever might be the advantages anticipated from 
a continuaace of the contest with the increased population and 
resources of this country. That Mexico will evince the same 

disposition, and avert the evils of war by a mild and pacific poli- 
cy, is, I am quite sure, desired by the mutual friends of the two 
countries. If peace can once be established, the commercial in- 
tercoufse of the people of both, could not fail to create that state 
of feeling which would soon obliterate the recollection of past 
conflicts, and cement the two nations together by all the ties of 
the most agreeable understanding. 

A furtuer prosecution of the war could have no other effect, 
than to ensure the destruction of human life, the consumption 
of tue resources of both parties, and the demoralization of their 
national character. The wisdom and policy of the statesmen, 
of the present day, are oppugnant to war and bloodshed, In 
this respect, the social and political feelings of civilized nations 
seem to have undergone a revolution. Governments that here- 
tofore sought to increase, by every means, the number of their 
triumphs, and embodied their national glory in the number of 
their victories, are now yielding to the policy.and dictates of 
peace; by which intelligence is advanced, national wealth in- 
creased, and the moral tone of society improved. 

Immediately upon the receipt of authentic intelligence of the 
capture of our men at Mier, the Government adopted such mea- 
sures as, it was hoped, would preserve their lives, and restore 
them to liberty. Letters were addressed to the friendly Powers 
upon this subject, soliciting their prompt and efficient interpo- 
sition, But, although remonstrances were made by the British 
aid American ministers at Mexico, and althongh the greatest 
expedition was used, their interposition did not prevail, until 
some of our brave men had been consigned to destruction.— 

The fact that individuals associated with Gen. Somervell’s 
command at Laredo, had perpetrated acts of a most unwarrant- 
able and disgraceful character, and such as were not sanctioned 
by the general sentiment of the army, operated as a reason for 
the expedition and urgency of this Government, It was appre- 
hended, that so soon as our men fell into the power of the ene- 
my, they would retaliate; and men, innocent of all crime or 
outrage, fall victims to the faults of others, 

Intelligence was received some time since, {rom Mexico, 
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through her Britanic Majesty’s minister near this Government, 
that the Supreme Government of Mexico was willing to restore 
all ‘Fexians, held as prisoners by that Government, provided we 
should pursue a reciprocal course. Accordingly, a proclamation 
was issued, restoring all Mexican prisoners to full liberty, and 
tendering them free passport and safe convoy to the Rio Grande. 
A similar proclamation had been issued in April, 1837. 

The Government of His Majesty the King of the French, 
continues to manifest, as it has heretofore, the most friendly dis- 
position towards Texas; and there is every reason to believe 
that its friendly offices, will neither be suspended nor with- 
drawn. In confirmation of this, it may be mentioned, that the 
Government of the King has expressed ‘the desire and inten- 
tion of establishing, between our own ports and those of France, 
a more direct and convenient intercourse, by à line of royal 
steam-ships. "he establishment of this line will have a pow- 
erful tendency to increase our commerce with that country, and, 
at the same times-afford highly desirable facilities for the trans- 
mission of intelligence, and for emigration—all of which are 
important desiderata. These objects have presented them- 
selves, since the present Executive came into office; for then 
our relatiens with France, were not of the mast agreeable cha- 
racter. He, consequently, found himself under the necessity 
of re-establishing the friendly relations which had been broken. 
off by his predecessor, by making reparation for the treatment 
which the Charge d’Affaires of the King had received, not in 
striet accordance with the relations which should be maintained 
with friendly powers, through their publie ministers, , 

With the view of extending our friendly and commexcial re- 
lations with the continent of Europe, since the adjournment of 
the last Congress, a diplomatic agent, in the character of Charge 
d'Affaires to the Netherlands, but empowered to form treaties 
of amity, navigation and commerce, with Belgium and the 
Hanse ‘T'owns, has been appointed. Commerce. with these Jat- 
ter has already opened, and is increasing. Several vessels from 
Bremen, riehly freighted with merchandize, haye visited our 
ports, and returned laden with the cottons, and other, produc- 
tions of Texas, The Bremen Senate have also commitinjcated, 
through their commercial agent in this country, a resolition of 
that Government, declaring that, upon the adoption of a siti- 
lar resolution.by this government, cgmmercial relations shall at 
onoe.be established between both, upon a reciprocal footing. — 
This subject will claim the early attention of ‘the Honorable 
Congress. 
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Our minister at Paris has, also, been furnished with preper 
‘powers to open relations with the Government of Spain : pro- 
vided he shall be able to give it, in addition to the: many other 
onerous and important duties which’ now devolve upon him, 
his attention. The importance ofa commercial treaty with Spain,’ 
from our contiguity to the rich and prolific Island.of Cuba, 
which would afford a market for many of our redundant pro- 
ducts, would. seem to demand early exertions to open this in- 
tercourse. me 
_ And if the means of the nation will justify it, thé Executive 
has no hesitation in recommending that suitable provision be. 
made for a diplomatic agent at that Court, os 

From the commencement of our national existence; until 
within the last spring and summer, no circumstance of an ün- 
pleasant character had occurred between the United States and 
Texas. It is true, that the treaty of amity, navigation and 
commerce, concluded at Washington in July, 1842, for canses 
unknown to the Executive, was not ratified by the- Govern- 
ment of the former; but it is possible that the action necessary 
to its ratification will yet be taken. It may, however, admit of 
a doubt whether the rejection of that treaty may not prove sig- 
nally advantageous, in the end, to our own citizens; for it will be 
recollected that, by a comparatively small expenditure, the 
course of trade may be turned from the Red River into our own: 
ports and commercial towns, through the medium of a turn- 
pike or rail-road, and the channels of our own rivers. Indeed, it 
is natural always to prefer the least obstructed and most advan- 
tageous way to market. And the time may not be far distant 
when a rich commerce, which has hitherto found its’ way to the 
ocean through the rivers and ports of other countries, will be 
poured into our own, and materially assist in building up and 
supporting our institutions. _  - 

It is with sincere regret, that I feel walled upon to lay before 

` the Honorable Congress, the fact of an infraction of our revenue 
laws, by citizens of the United States, attended with circum- 
stances of a very unpleasant character. It appears that a quan- 
tity of goods, ascending Red River, were landed within-our ter- 
ritory, and there stored, without any communication with, and 
without the knowledge of any of our revenue officers; and, 
when discovered and-legally seized by the Collector of Uus- 
toms, were reclaimed by force; and that officer treated in the 
most harsh and cruel manner. Having been seized and bound, 
his life was menaced’ by drawn weapons, if- he attempted to 
make any resistance; and he remained in this- situation unfil 
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the foods weře re-loaded by the force in attendance for the pur- 
pase of. violently reclaiming them. - Shen «sat 

" "In addition to this, I deem it proper to present to-the Hono- 
table Congress,-some notice of the usage received from United 
States officers, by a battalion of men undef. the command of 
Col. Jacob Snively, who, had been ordered out for the purpose 
of making reclamation for the injuries sustained- by the mem- 
bers of the Santa Fe expedition, and for goods taken from tra- 
ders sent out.by order of the President, in,i841.. 

The command of Col. Snively had.all the official sanctions 
of this Government, necessary to protect them from ititerferenée 
or molestation by the troops of the United States; and the Kxecu- 
tive entertains not a doubt that they were acting within the li- 
rits of Texas. They were, however, disarmed by the troops 
of the United States; under the command of an officer of the 
regular army. The alternative presented to them by that offi- 
ret was; either to march to Missouri, or attempt, at imminent 
hazard,.a return to our settlements, through a wilderness in- 
fésted by large bands of Kioway and other hostile Indians, with 
only five guns to every hundred men. They were thus ex: 
posed to extreme jeopardy ; but owing to a combination of for- 
tiiiate circtimstances; did not become victims; —__- 

The question of how far one friendly nation has the right 
to invade the territory of another, without the most urgent ne- 
éessity; and interfere with its officers and troops acting under 
authority; is not a subject proper for discussion at this time.—. 

These things: have been the subject of representations to the 
Government of the United States; and as reparation has been 
asked for the injuries and indignities thus inflicted; it-does not 
appear necessary that the present Congress should take any 
Special action upon the stibject. 

- Although officers of the United States’ Government were con- 
cerned in both these matters of complaint, either before or after 
their perpetration, the Executive cannot, for a, moment, sup- 
posé that, when.the facts are presented, with the proofs of which 
they are susceptible, that the Government of the United States 
will withhold that reparation due from a great nation to a power 
unable to coerce a compliance with the rules of Justice. The 
characteristic magnanimity of the United States, their inimedi- 
ate neigliborhood to this country, and all the circumstances 
connegted’ therewith, induce the belief that speedy and‘amplo 
justice will be accorded to Texas, and all cause of compairt 
cease, to. exist: , a . 
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Through agents appointed by the Executive, the Govern- 
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ment has succeeded in approaching and concluding tfeaties of 
friendship and intercourse withthe various tribes of Indians 
inhabiting the territory of Texas, south of Red. River, with the 
exception of the kindred bands of the Comanches and Kioways. 
These latter tribes, owing to the occurrences of some few years 
since, the recollection of which was still strong, were disinclined 
to any intercourse -with the Government or people of Texas, 
and much time and trouble were necessarily required’ to con- 
ciliate them, so far as fo consent to-a suspension of hostilities ; 
which, I am happy to-say, has beer done. ‘They have agreed: 
to meet the Commissidners of the Government, for the ptirpose' 
of concluding a peace.” ~ 
Every thing has been done, commensurate with the means 
appropriated by Congress, for pacificating and tranquilizing all 
our border enemies. The three commissioners of the Govert- 
ment were for months arduously engaged in executing the du- 
ties assigned them. ‘Their zeal, ability and disregard of priva- 
tion enabled them to triumph over every obstacle that energy 
and patriotism could overcome. With a suitable appropriation 
it is confidently expected that relations of intercourse and friend- 
ship with all the tribes to whose depredations ,our frontiers have 
been exposed, can be established ; and with some slight amend- 
ments to the existing laws, we may look forward to the preser- 
vation of uninterrupted peace. ; 
It is clear to the mind of the Executive that, if good faith is 
maintained on the part of the whites, and the Indians treated 
with mildness and justice ; the best protection will be afforded tø. 
our frontiers, with all the advantages of a lucrative commerce 
through our traders. Those tribes which desire to establish lo- 
cal habitations and cultivate the soil, will find: inducements to 
settle near the sourees and upon the tributaries of our rivers < 
andithose who adhere to their roving habits will find the prai- 
ries sufficiently extensive far beyond the abode of the white 
man, to furnish them with game for their families ; whilst their 
friendly intercourse with ourtraders will enable them to engage 
with more facility in the chase. By rendering them depend- 
ent upon us for the most essential articles of Indian use and 
consumption, they will find it to their interest to maintain 
peace. Our Government at the same time, by enacting and 
enforcing salutary laws, can restram the whites from aggression 
and thus impress the Indians with a due sense of our justice to- 
wards them. In this way, our former enemies may be convert- 
ed into useful and lasting friends. i 
Nothing shall be wanting on the part of the Executive, With- 
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in the means afforded him, for the promotion of a policy, dieta- 
ted by a setise of justice dud approved, by expefience. He is 
satisfied that it will; if carried out, do more to give ‘security to 
our frontiers than millions expended in fitting out expeditions j 
which have never resulted in any thing benefieial to the eoun- 
try. Instead of the large sums heretofore annually expended 
for the purpose of frontier protection, it is believed that the ex- 
perses of the present year, connected with the Indiah operations 
of the Government, will exceed but little, if any; the sam of ten 
thidusand dollars, 

- A policy that was once denounced and opposed with the 
gréatest vehemenée, and its projector and advocate denounced, | 
seem now, from the results which have already been attained, 
to receive that consideration satisfactéry to every patriot. It has 
for many months past arrested the tomahawk, tendered useless 
the scalping knife, atid afforded the most’ remote and exposed 
settlers on our frontier the opportunity of cultivating their fields 
in peace and reposing in security. , . 

At the close of the last administration the Goveriiment came 
to my hands without a currency, as well as without ttedit or the 
prospect of obtaining the means for conducting its affairs. It 
was found to be indispensably necessary for the Congress to de- 
clare our inability fo redeem, at that time, the paper which had 
been lavishly issued, estimated at, at least twelve millions, Ap- 
palling and disheartening as was our Situation; a plan for a cur- 

„tency was recommended to the representatives of the people for 
their adoption. The fecommendatioi met the concurrence of 
Congress only in part ; for some of ihe guarantees essential, as 
the Executive conceived, to restore confidence and ensure the’ 
tedemption of the new curfency, were withheld. And hatwith: 
standing the wants and difficulties of the Government at this 
period, the direct taxes were actually greatly reduced, and their 
collection postponed nearly twelve months beyond the time 
they had been usually paid in. Thus was the Government 
left to rely solely upon the diities upoti imports; which, from 
the unsettled state of the country, arising from rumors of inva- 

‘sion, were very limifed. Under these embarrassing circum: 
stances, the experiment of creating and sustaining the, new 
currency was made. ‘The donsequence was, that the value of 
Exchequer Bills fell as low as twenty-five cents on the dollar. 
And, in addition to the many other impediments to be encoun- 
tered, it seemed to be the private interést of many to depreciate. 
their value; and, by promoting their individual advantage to 
deprive the Government of this slender means of existence: 


By a judicious réstraint, liowevët; upori thé issies, reducing’ 
them much within the amount attthorised by law a currency 
has been established notwithstanding the hindrances mentioned, 
and the délinguency of officers entrusted with the collection of 
the revenue. The wise and economical administration of the 
finances ofthe country, by the head of the Treasury, has raised 
its valne to a par with gold and silver; and by the continuance 
of the same Course, it cannot be doubted that the same value can 
‘bésapported. [tis certainly a subject for gratulation, that the 
practicability of re- establishing the soundness of our currency 
aud muaititaining our credit, has at lengtlf been demonstrated. 

It is nécéssary atid proper that the country should be supplied 

with a circulating medium. This may be effected by issuing 
no more Exchequers, at any one time, than the goverfiment 
can redeem in gold and silver. Its estimated that .but about 
thirteen thousand dollars of these bills are now in circùlation ; 
and there is but little reason to anticipate an emergenty, while 
the govornment is administered upon its present economical 
system, which would require a larger issué than the government 
will have it in its power to control or redeem; 

The Execuiive believes that one of the strongest supports to 
our currency will be the exclusion by law, from circrlation 
within our limits after some given period, say three months, 
all foreign bank paper, Within the last few years, the people’ 
of this country have sustained frequent and heavy losses by the 
failure of foreign banks and the depreciation of their paper, as 
well as from the circulation of spurious notes,’ purporting to be 
issued by banks which never had existence. "TI'o these may bë 
added the injnry sustained by the circulation of counterfeits. — 
Itis impossible for the community generally to judge of’ the 
genuine character or feal value of this foreign curreney: and 
` Bence their liability to be cheated and defr anded by every swin. 
dler, whether he be the special agent of some broken ‘bank or a 
dealer in sptirious or counterfeit notes. These evils have not 
beerni light; and, as it is the right as well as the duty of the gov- 
ernment to regulate its currency and protect its citizens front 
imposition and harm, the Executive recommends, as the niost. 
efficient means of performing this duty, the éntire exclusion’ of 
the bills of all foreign banks. The Congress. has*the undoubted: 
tight of inhibiting by: law; cone re atid the passing of 
counterfeit paper: and they have equally‘elearly, the power- to 
inhibit the introduction and circtlation "ofall valueless foreign 
bank issttes, of those liable to’ ‘become so in the’ ‘hands of our cit 
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In connection with this, I would also recommend the probi- 
bition and suppression by'statute, afevery description of paper 
in the character of bank, individual, or corporation notes issued 
within the Republjc, and intended or used for circulation, as 
currency. If the Honorable Congress should-concur#in the 
adoption of this measure, the Executive is convinced, by expe- 
rience, that it would.go far to sustain the national currency ; 
and better enable the government to furnish a cizeulating me- 
dium. 

The defects in the system now in force for the collection of 
the revenues, are of such a magnitude as to require the parti- 
cular attention of the Honorable Congress. The reliance here- 
tofore placed upon the colleetion of the direct taxes for the pur- 
poses of Government has, under the existing system, proved 
almost wholly fallacies. ‘That the Government must be sup- 
ported and that those who render service to it, must be remune- 
rated, all, who have an abiding interest in the country, will ad. 
mit. To ensure efficient government, or even to supply its 
absolute wants, sofiie system must be devised which will secure 
the prompt and faithful collection of the revenues provided by 
law. Hitherto, in many parts of the country, the most flagrant 
dereliction of duty has occurred on the part of collectors of di- 
rect taxes, In several instances, Sheriffs have failed and re- 
fused to give bond for the faithful performance of their duties, 
| -© and for the payment to the Government of the public moneys 
-received by them. In this way, there can be no longer any 
doubt, the Government has been deprived of the revenues paid 
by the people for its support; which have been used by un- 
faithful agents for purposes of speculation and private emolu- 
ment. : 
` It is believed that this state of things arises, in a great degree, 
from the mode of selecting the collectors of the revenue. Our 
Sheriffs are elected by the people, and, as a consequence, not 
readily controlled, except through the same tardy and uncer- 
tain medium. The control of the Treasury Department in the 
collection of the taxes is thus almost totally destroyed. Were 
the country laid of into convenient collectoral districts, and a 
collector appointed for each by the Secretary of the Treasury 
and nominated by the President to the Senate, it is believed ‘the 
existins Cefects might be in a great measure obviated. The 
collector thus appointed, under bonds in amounts sufficient te 
indemnify the Government, and with appropriate penalties, 
wòuld be more directly responsible te the Head of the Treasury. 
for the honest and faithful discharge of his duties. Asit is, that 
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Department remains, in many instances, ignorant of the very 
names of the collectors of taxes, until they themselves choose to 
make their report; and is thus deprived of the means of protec- 
ting the puphe interests and of enforcing in all sections of the 
Republic as is contemplated by the laws; an equal support of 
the lustttutions of the country. The Executive therefore, er- 
nestly recommends the adoption of this system, believing it will 
tend to the general good, and operate impartially upon all our 
citizens. 

it may be well to allude to a fact which has greatly preju- 
diced the character of the nation. ‘The charge that we had re- 
pudiated our Government liabilities has been industrionsly 
urged, vot only abroad but at home, as a couse of distrust and 
an accusation-of bad faith, Other governments, of high respec» 
tabili y, have done so, Texas never has, and I trnst never will, 
It is true that our liabilities were increased to so large an amount 
during the administration of my predecessor, as to render 1t not 
only expedient, but indispensably necessary, to defer their pay- 
ment until the country could so far recover as to be able to com- 
ply fully with ail its obligations. The fact that many of these 
liabilities were incurred for purposes not only not sanctioned by 
the legislature, but entirely illegal and impolitic, has never, with 
me, constituted a reason for a refusal to pay them at the earliest 
moment within our power. Notwithstanding the mischievous 
and utterly groundless publications n pon this subject, emanating 
from some ot our public journals ; the good faith of the nation 
will finally be thoroughly vindicated, by the redemption of eve- 
ry dollar for which it stands pledged. “That we have not been 
able to do so before this time, has, perhaps, been a fault as well 
as a misfortune; but nations like individuals are sometimes 
compelled to yield to the force of circumstances. 

But Texas has done all in her power consistent with a due 
regard to selfexistence, to preserve, even under these adverse 
circumstances, the national faith. From an examination of 
our statute book, it will appear that holders of our liabilities have 
had a fair and favorable opportunity: for secure and profitable 
investment. Our public domain comprises at least one hun» 
dred and fifty millions ofacres of choice lands, which have been 
and are now held subject to the redemption of our public debt. 
‘The adaptation of our climate and soil to the production of the. 
great staples of thé South Western States of the American: 
Union, is perhaps superior to that of any other upon the North 
American continent. These lands may be easily acquired 
under existitig laws, by all holders of our promissory notes at 
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two dollars per acre. ‘The opportunities thus presented to for- 
eigners, or non residents, to become possessed of them are cer- 
tainly desirable. Our constitution inhibits foreigners from 
holding lands unless the title emanate directly from the Gov- 
ernment, to the purchaser, which would be the case’ under the 
law alludedto. A large portion of our national debt was creat- 
ed by the issuance of promissory notes at six for one; that is, 
at a par value of sixteen and two thirds cents in the dollar—and 
many of them have been obtained by the present holders at 
a mach lower rate. Hence, the real price at which our choice 
public lands may be acquired, will not exceed thirty three and 
one third cents per acre. 

As a further evidence ef the disposition of the Government to 
comply, as far as possible and as soon as possible with its engage- 
ments, ıt may be mentioned that all land dues and fees for pat- 
ents, as well asall the taxes assessed previous to the last year, 
large amounts of which still remain unpaid, are yet receivable 
in the promisory notes of the Government. 

From these facts, it must be apparent to all, except the eye of 
prejudice, that Texas has never entertained the design of repu- 
diation. Had such been the case, these laws, providing for the 
redemption of our promissory notes, would not have remained 
in force. 

The Exeeutive has looked upen the question, whether our 
liabilities were legally or judiciously incurred, as one not proper 

‘tobe examined; but, simply, whether the national faith is in- 
volved in their redemption. He has heretofore and will ever 
continue to set his face against-every measure which may even 
have the appearance of sullying the national character. He sees 
neither reasen nor necessity for deviating from this course. He 
is clearly of opinion that our public faith should be, and will be 
held sacred, and that all our obligations will be redeemed, to 
the uttermost cent, at the earliest period our means will justify. 

To prevent the evil of further involvement to the country, 
the Executive respectfully recommends to the Honorable Con- 
gress, the total tepeal of all laws heretofore enacted author- 
izing the negotiation of foreign loans. The action under these 
laws has already been productive of serious detriment. And 
the nation certainly possesses resources within itself, of not 
only sustaining the Government but as soon as they can be 
made available, of discharging all our outstanding liabilities. 

Notwithstanding an almost total failure in the collection of 


. the direct taxes, the revenues of the last two years have been 


commensurate to the support of the Government, upon the 
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rigidly economical scale upon which it has been administered, 
For the present year, there will be a small surplus in the 
Treasury. ? 
_ Although the crops of the present season, owing to the con- 
tinued rains which have fallen during the period when the 
planter was gathering his products for market, will fall short of 
the calculation at one time made, from the prospect of supera- 
bundnce; yet there is every reason to believe that our exports 
for the present year will largely exceed the imports, And from 
the best data in possession of the Treasury Department, similar 
results are anticipated for the ensuing year. This cannot but 
be taken as encouraging evidence of our growing prosperity. 
The assessments of direct taxes amount to forty-nine thou- 
sand dollars ; upon which only thirteen thousand dollars bave 
been paid in. This fact will satisfactorily answer the question 
as to the source whence we must derive means for the purposes 
of government, Had it been reduced to the necessity of relying 
alone upon the direct taxes, it must inevitably have ceased its 
functions. 
The attention of the Honorable Congress has heretofore been 
invoked to the subject of devising some method for enabling the 
officers of Government to enforce the laws and execute their 
duties. To enact laws without giving the power of inflicting 
punishment for their infraction, is, certainly, a political para- 
dox. The constitution and laws recognize the offences of trea- 
son, insurrection, mutiny and sedition, but the Congress has 
never appropriated punishment to their commission. Resist- 
ance to the execution of a. law, by persons associated for the 
purpose, is sedition; and individuals, setting themselves up In 
armed bodies in defiance of the laws, and with a view of pre- 
venting tieir operation, is insurrection. That acts of this charac- 
ter have been committed to no inconsiderable extent, is well 
known in the Republic. They havea deleterious effect upon 
our character abroad, as a nation, andinduce distrust as to our 
capability of self-government. It is within the power of Con- 
gress to define these efences, affix the proper penalties and au- 
tnorize the officers entrusted with the execution of the laws te 
punish offenders in aspeedy and certain manner. It may be- 
come necessary to our national existence, that these things 
should be corrected ; and it is also due to the peaceful and law- 
abiding citizen, that his rights should be protected and his per- 
son secure under the shield and operation of the law. So long 
‘as he remains insecure, either in person or property, the stron- 
gest incentives to a patriotic course of conduct, are wanting — 
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_ “The obligations existing between the Government and its citi- 
zens are reciprocal. 
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As it is impossible tọ foretel the result of the negotiations 
now pending between this country and Mexico, it is deemed 
prudent, and the Executive earnestly recommends to the Hon- 
orable Congress, that a sufficient fund be placed at his disposal 
for any emergency which might require the hostile action of the 
Government, And he would likewise recommend, that such 
laws be enacted as will enable him to reclaim the public proper- 
ty and arms, which have been from time to time issued to in- 
dividuals, and which are now scattered ‘throughout the Re- 
public, l 

He would also further recommend that, during thé progress 
of the negotiations alluded to, a force be maintained at such 
point or points on our frontier, as may be necessary for preserv- 
ing order and suppressing any irregularities or disturbances 
which might arise from the acts of unauthorized persons with- 
in the teritory unoccupied by either of the parties concerned in 
those negotiations., A correct policy dictates the propriety of 
preventing for the future, as far as practicable, the existence of 
the bands of robbers which have heretofore frequented that dis- 
trict of country. , An estimate of the amount required for this 
service will be furnished. 

\4&For the last two years, the officer acting upon our South 
iv estern frontier has rendered the most important services to 
- the.conntry—and even more than could have been expected, 
© fiom the limited means appropriated to sustain him. But five 
\ bundred dollars were given by the last Congress for the support 
‘of the torce under his command. ‘This was totally inadequate ; 
and debts were necessarily contracted, which, when the servi- 
ces rendered are taken into view, are of an inconsiderable a- 
mount; for the payment of which, it is hoped the Congress will 
readily make the requisite appropriation. , 
The Executive, during the present session, will, lay before 
the Honorable Congress a system, of internal improvements ; 
which will embrace the removal of obstructions in eur rivers, 
„as well as the construction of roads and the erection of bridges, 
the want of which at this time operatesas an almost insuperable 
‘obstacle to the planting interests of the country in the transpor- 
tation of their,crops to market. The facilities possessed by 
Texas foi works of this character, will enable us to make them 
with comparatively small cost; and, by the plan in view, with- 
out the increase of taxation or the expenditure of any means 
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necessary to the support of Government. 
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‘Reports and exhibits from the several Departments accompa 
ny this communication ; and the Executive will always be rea- 
dy to furnish, with pleasure, such information to the Honorable 
Congress as may develope and explain the minutest transactions 
of the administration. The ability, fidelity, and economy with 
which the business of the several Departments has been ¢on- , 
ducted, leave him no ground for wishing to eschew the strict- 
est examination ; and on his own part the most rigid accounta- 
bility. Ü : 

The discharge of the duties which necessarily devolve upon 
the Legislative and Executive Departments of Government in 
the present condition of our national affairs, cannot fail to incul- 
cate a unity of action, stimulated by a sincere and ardent desire 
to promote and advance the only objects for which governments 
-are instituted. l l 

That the results ofour joint labors may not only meet the 
expectations of our constituents, but that they may add to the 
general happiness and prosperity of the country, is my- earnest 
hope. 

That our country has enjoyed-frequent manifestations of the 
favor and kindness of an overruling Providence; all must be 
duly sensible ; and it should therefore be our unceasing care, 
by acts of justice and uprightness, to merit a continuance of 
Divine favor, without which no people can be happy, and no 
nation great or prosperous. 

SAM HOUSTON. 


Mr. Truit, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed to 
contract for copies of the Presidents antrual message. 

Mr. Person moved to fill the blank with fifteen hundred. 

Lost. 

Mr. Davis moved to fill the blank with one thousand: . 

Carried. oe Sc bog 

On motion of Mr. Hendesson, Messrs, Darnell, Guney and 

Lewis, were added to the Gommittee on Foreign Relations. 
- On motion of Mr. Davis, Mr. Darnell was-adéted to the Com- 
mittee on. Military Affairs. | 

On motion of Mr. Davis, Mr. Lewis was added to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, Mr. Erath was added to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. - 

On motion of Mr. Jasper, Mr. Jones of Gonzales, was added 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 3 


rain, 
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On motion of Mr. Jones, the President’s message with thë 
accompanying reports, were referred to their appropriate com: 
mittees. 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the hold- 
ing of the District Court in three places in Liberty County, and 
for other purposes. Satie 

Read a first time. a 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to an act 
creating the County of Rusk. 

Read a first time. 


On motion of Mr, Kendrick, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow.morning, 10 o’cloek., 


Dec. 14th, 1843. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll being called, the following members answered to 
‘their names, to wit: 
Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, Grammont, 
“Head, Henderson, Hegg, Johnston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, 
Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, Pascal, Person, Rabb, 
Stamps, Truit and Ward. 

A quorum present, f 

'The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Green presented, the petition of John Trussell, which 
was referred to the Gòmmittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Green, by leaye, presented the petition of Robert J. W. 
Reel, administraté# ‘én “the estate of Henry. Pierson, which 
was referred to the Committee git Public Lands. 

Mr. Grééit fitesented the petitioh of A. Burr, which was re: 
ferred to the WBEMittee on Post-offices-and Post-roads. 

Mr. Henderson presented. the petition of A. P. Thémpson, 
Chief Justice of Harris county, and others; which was read, and 
referred to'the Committee on the Judiciary.. | 

‘Mr. Waitd**presented the pétition of Jonathan Bird, which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims and. accounts. 

Mr. ‘Gage piesented the petition of the citizens of Rusk coun: 
ty, which was referred to the Committee on Pubhe Lands. © 


WasHinGron, THURSDAY, 


= 


30 
Mr. Davis offered the following resolution, to wit: 
Whereas, we deem it due to the citizens of the Republic, të 
advise them, as early as practicable, of the action of Con: 


gress; which can only be done by placing in their hands, the 
journals and laws: Be it, therefore, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing; be in- 
structed to act, jointly, with the Committee on Publie Printing; 
on the part of the Senate, to contract for the printing of the 
journals of Both Houses of Congress, with the laws; to be rea- 
dy for delivery, at as early a day as practicable: 


Laid upon the table one day, for consideration. i 
Mr. Henderson offered the following resolution, to wit: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing, be in- 
structed to ‘contract for the. printing of. a stitlicient number of 
the Rules, for the House; also the Ayes.and Noes. 


Adopted. 
Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill, entitled “An Act 


to provide for an extra term of the District Court, for the coun: 
ty of Harris.” 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. Jasper, by leave, introduced a bill to ‘authorize the ¢ ap: 
pointment of a suitable petson to revise and ony the laws of 
‘Texas. 

Read 4 first time. 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced a bill to alter thé time of 
holding the Supreme Court, and for dther purposes. 

Read a first time. 


ORDERS OF THE BAY: 


A bill tó authorize the holding of the District Court in three 
places, in Libértý county, ang for other pürposes, was. read a 
second time, ahd referred "tó the Committee on the Judiciary: 

Mr. Davis, bý leave, iñtróduced. a bill to rédu¢e the tax upon 


neat cattle. 

Read a first time. 

An act, stipplementary to an act creating the county af Rusk, 
was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary. 
On motion oE Mr. Jasper, the House adjorirned until 3 


o’clock P. M: ; 


ae 


3 O'CLOCE, P. M, 


- House met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Henderson presented the petition of G. C. Gwathney, and 
others, which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On ‘notion of Mr. Green, Mr. Daniel Rowlett, of Fannin 
county came forward, presented | his credentials, took the oath 
prescribed by the Constitution, and his seat, . 

Mr. Cuney moved, a committee be appomted to wait upon 
the Reverend Hugh Wilson, and inform him that he has been 
elected Chaplain to this House. 

Whereupon, the following committee was appointed, to wit: 
Messrs. Stamps, Cuney and Head. 

Mr. Davis offered the following resolution, to wit: 


“ Be it resolved, That the Committee ori Public Printing, be 
instructed to contract for the printing of one thousand copies 
of the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury.” 


Mr. Jasper moved to amend, by inserting fifteen hundred co- 

ies. 

The amendment was accepted, and the resolution adopted. 

Mr: Ogden, by leave, introduced a bill, to repeal so much of 
an act, approved July 23d, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-two, entitled “An act to regulate the collection of impost 
duties. id 

- Read a first time. 

Mr. Jasper, by leave, introduced a bill, to repeal an act to 
amend the existing laws in relation-to the proceedings i in Courts 
of Probate, 

Read a first time. © ` 

Mr. Doom, by leave, intro ines a bill legitamatizing certain 
children therein named., 

Read a first time. l 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, introduced “A bill to amend the cri- 
minal laws of the Republic of Texas.” 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill, regulating the 
disposition and settlement of deceased persons estates, 

Read ist time. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, introduced a bill, making further provis- 
ions for the settlement of fraudulent land certificates. i 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, Mr. Edwards, of Shelby, and Mr. 
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Means, of Sabine, were added to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and Public Lands. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. 'Truit, Mr. Means was added to the Com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 

Ou motion of Mr. Lott, Mr. Darnell was added to the Com- 
-mittee on Public Printing. 

On motion of Mr. Jasper, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o’clock. 


WASHINGTON, Fripay, 
December 15th, 1843. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney, Dar- 
nell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, 
Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of 
Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, Pas- 
cal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The journals of yesterday were read, and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Green, Mr. Rowlett was added to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bourland presented the petition of ‘George W. Stells, 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Darnell presented the petition of thé citizens of San Au- 
gustine, and elsewhere, whieh was referred to the Committee 
on Education. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, deae the petitior of the citizens 
of the county of La Bacca, which was referred to the Commit- 

` tee on Post-offices and Post-roads. 

Mr. Bourland presented the petition of Parker S. Doss, of La- 
mar county, which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition of the citizens of Montgomery 
county, which was referred to the Committee on Post-offices 
and Post-roads ; also, 

The petition of John Johnson, which was referred to the 


Committee on Claims and Accounts. | ae 
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` Mr: Ward presented. the petition of Francis Morrison, which 
avas referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Johnston’ presented the petition of Eli Langford, and 
other citizens of Red River; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee.on Internal Improvements. . 

Mr. Paschal, by leave, introduced a joint resolution; for the 
relief of Captain John C. Hays, and the company under his 
command. 

Read:a first tinie. 

‘On motion of Mr: Maverick, the rule was suspended, the re- 
Solution réad a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr, Cazneau offeréd the following resolution, to wit: 

“ Resolved by the House of Representatives, That, hereaf- 
ter, when documents of any nature whatever, shall be ordered 
to be printed by the House, it shall be the duty of the printer to 
deliver the said documents to the Sergeant-at-Arms, or Door- 
keeper, under the instructions of the Clerk. The Clerk, shall, 
upon delivery of the same, cause a count to be made of them, 
receipt to the printer therefor, and make an equal distribution 
of the said documents, among the several members of the House. 

“No documents delivered by the printer, to members, at his 
office, shall be considered at the expense of the House.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Doom moved the re-consideration of the resolution, au- 
thorizing the Committee on Public Printing, to contract for the 
printing: -of fifteen hundred copies of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury’s s annual report. 

ĊĈarriėd. g 

Mr. Barnard T that a committee a three be PT 
with instructious to enquire into the cost of printing five hun- 
dred copies; also, whether accompanying documents may not 
be omitted or condensed, so as to give all the necessary infor- 
mation, and report to-morrow morning. 

Whereupon the following committee was appointed, to wit. 
Messrs. Barnard, Doom and Bourland. ; 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following resolution was read a second time, and 
adopted, to wit: 
Whereas, we deem it due to the citizens of the Republic,:te 
advise them, as early as practicable, of the action of Con- 
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gress, which can only be done by placing in their hands the 

journals and laws; be it, therefore, ... 

fesolved, That the Committee upon Public Printing be in- 
structed to act in conjunction with the Committee on the part 
of the Senate, to contract for the printing of the journals of both 
Houses of Congress, with the laws, to be ready for delivery at 
as early a period as practicable. . a 

A bill, to authorize the appointment of a suitable person to. 
revise and codify the laws of Texas, was read asecond time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

A bill, to legitimate certain children therein named, was read. 
a second time, and, ) 

On motion of Mr. Doom, was ordered to be engrossed. _ 

A bill, entitled an act to provide for an extra term of the Dis- 
trict Court for the county of Harris. 

Read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the 

. Judiciary. l 

A bill, to repeal so much of an act, approved July 23d, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, entitled an act to regu- 
late the collection of impast duties. i 

Réad a 2d time, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill, to repeal an act to amend the existing laws in relation 
to proceedings in Courts of Probate. 

Read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill, to amend the criminal laws of the Republic of Texas, 

» Read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the - 

Judiciary. 

A bill, to alter the time of holding the Supreme Const, and 
for other purposes. - l 

Read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the © 
Judiciary. 

A bill, to reduce the tax upon neat cattle. - . 

Read a second time, and referred to the Committee on Fi 
nance. ; 

A. bill, régulating the disposition and settlement of. deceased 

ersons estates. 

Read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill, making farther provisions of the settlement of fraud- 
ulent land claiuis. 

Read a second time, and referred ta the Committee on the 


J udiciary. 


ee 
~ te 


‘Gn motion ót Mr. Lott, the House adjourned until 3 oclock, 
PM. 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


House met-—foll called---quor um present. -o 

Mr. Rowlett, by leave, introduced a bill, to change the name 
of the seat of justice of Fannin county to ‘Bonham. 

Read a first time; rtile suspended, bill read a second time; 
rule further suspended, bill read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced the following resolution, to 
wit: 

'* Whereas, the members of the House are frequently under the 
necessity of referring to the acts of preceding congresses 
and | 

Whereas, they cannot do so, without much inconvenience, in 
consequence of the difficulty there exists in precuring them, 
be it, therefore, 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing be au- 
thorized, and directed, fo purchase, for the use of this House, 
five bound copies thereof.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Rabb, by leave, introduced a bill, entitled an act for the 
relief of William M. Eastland, and others. 

Read a first time. 

Mr, Caldwell introduced a bill, for the relief of Robert Pace. 

Read a first time; rule suspended, read a second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, introduced a bill, entitled an act for 
the relief of Bexar county. 

' Read a first time. oo 
Mr. Paschal, by leave, introduced a joint resolution, for the 

relief of John W. Smith. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, presented the petition of ‘Thomas 
M. League; which was referred to the Committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

A Select Committee made the following report, viz: 

The Select Committee, to whom was “referred the report of 

the Secretary of the Treasury, and its accompanying dogu- 
ments, with instructions to enquire into the cost of printing the 
same; as also into the practicability of omitting or condensing 
some of the documents, without impairing the “information de- 
signed by them, beg leave to report—that they have waited 
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-tpon the printer of this place, and ascertained his prices for the 


work, which are given below. i 


Upon examining the documents, they find that No, 3, is a de- 


tailed statement of the tax assessed in each county; and the 
aggregate of the same, being contained in No. 4, they consider 
it unnecessary to publish the same. No. 5, the amount of li- 
cense taxes in each county; and No. 8, a statement of govern- 
ment liabilities paid, in land, which two documents they con- 
sider it unnecessary to publish any part, except the results; 
and the Treasurer’s quarterly accounts, A, B, ©, and D, they 
consider it unnecessary to publish, except the final results, 
showing the amount of money on hand. l 

The Comptrollers and Treasurer’s letters to the Secretary 


of the Treasury, being merely references to their respective 


documents, they consider it unnecessary to publish. 
The terms of printing all the documents : 


1,500 copies, ~ 2 2 ee 8260 00 
1,000 « - - - - - - - 176 00 
500 « = - - - - - - 450 00 


For printing the reports and. documents, except those before 
specified : | ma 


1,500 coptes; “ m ý z $1 95° 60 
1000 6 - ee 100 00 
i oe : - © 75 00 


Your committee would state, that the several documents ap- 
pear to be drawn up with a good deal of care and attention,. 
and reflect great credit on the Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the several gentlemen connected therewith; and as your’ 
committee conceive it of the greatest consequence, that the in- 
formation therein contained, shall be generally diffused: they 
beg leave to recommend to the Honorable Congress, to order 


the printing of one thousand copies of the documents before- -` 


mentioned, (excepting, as above ‘specified,) the cost oft whieh 
shall be $100 00. 7 ; 
JAS. H. BARNARD, Chim. 
R. ©. DOOM, tone 
WM. H. BOURLAND. 
Which report was read, and’ adopted. ~ 


On motion of Mr. Rowlett, the House adjoarned until 1G 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. cane 


me 


~ 


WASHINGTON, Sarurpay, i 
December 16th, 1843. $ 


House miét petsuant fo adjournment: . 

Roll being called, the following members answered to their 
hames, to wit: l . 
_ Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Gage, Grammont; Green, Head, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Jasper, Johnson, Johnston, Jones of Gonz., 
Kendrick, Lewis, Lott; Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person; 
Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truit and Ward. 

Quorum being present. 

House proceeded to business. 

Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. Lo 

A message was received fromthe President, through his pri- 
vate Secretary, Mr. W. D. Miller, which 


On motion of Mr. Davis was taken up and read, and was as 
follows ; = 


ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ? 
Washington, Déc. 15th, 1843. { 


$ 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives : 


‘Theréwith transmit to your Honorable body, an estimate 
from the War Department, of the amount required for the pay- 
ment of the liabilities incurred by the detachment of Spies, un- 
der the command of Capt. John C. Hays, operating during-the 
past year upon our South Western frontier; also, an estimate of 
the amount. required to support a company of Spies or rangers 
upon that frontier for the ensuing twelve. months. 


SAM HOUSTON. 
On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the above communication and 
accompanying’ documents, was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. . 
Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill, supplementary to 
an act, to designate the Southern boundary of Lamar County, 
‘and for other purposes, passed the 26th. December, 1842. _ 
Read, a-first time. mae . 
The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was-referred the: 


Ja 


taport of the Conimissioner of the General Land Office; reported 
tne same back to the House and recommend its being read. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Caldwell, moved to lay the Report upon the table, 

Carried, N 

Mr. Lewis, by leave; introduced a bill for the entimeration 
of the inhabitants af the Republic, 

Read a first time. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, made the following res 
port, to wit: 

‘The Mihtary Committee, to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion for the relief of Capt. John C. Hays, and the Company un 
der his command, have had the same under ‘consideration, and 
-have instructed me to report the same back to the House; with- 
out amendment, and recommend its passage. 

(Signed) JAMES DAVIS, Chairmati. 


Which report was received and resolution taken up. l 

4 On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
ird time and passed. 

On motion of Mr: Ogden; the House adjourned until Monday 
3 o’clock. 


" + 
ake ayamdi 


Wasninaros, Monday, Dec. 18th, 1843, 


3-o’clock, P. m: 


The House met purstidnt to adjournment,, -- 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker Barnard, Bourlatid, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, ‘Grammiont, Head, 
Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonz., 
Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, Paschal, Per- 
sons, Philips, Stamps, ‘Troit and Ward. l 

Quorum present. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The journal of Saturday; was read and adoptėd. — 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the Hon. James P. B. January of 
Jackson, and the Hon. L. S. Hagler of. San Patricio, came for: ' 
ward, presented their credentials, took the oath presctibed by 
the Constitution, and their seats: . l 
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Qn motion of Mr. Collins, Messrs, January and Hagler were 
ae upon the Committee on Military Affairs and Foreign Re- 
ations. 

_ A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had passed a joint resolution for the relief of 
Captain John C. Hays and the Company under his command— 
also, a bill entitled: “An act to make an appropriation for the 
payment of the salaries of District Attorneys for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty three.” — 

Mr. Jasper offered the following preamble und resolution, 
to wit: 

Whereas, the Judiciary Committee of the last Congress, to 
whom was referred the memorial of divers citizens of Burnet 

. County, did on the 23d of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred aud forty two, make their report in language abusive and 
slanderous of said memorialists, which report was received by 
the House of Representatives, and the same spread upon the 
journals of said Congress. And, 

Whereas, the language in said report is unbecoming the Re- 
presentatives of a free- people, and disgraceful to the” journals 
and records of the Congress of this Republic. 

Therefore— 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas, in Congress. assembled: That the said Re- 
port as spread upon the journals of the Honse be, and the 
same is hereby expunged. 

Be tt further resolved : That the Clerk be, and he is hereby 
authorized to makė black lines-around said ‘report, and on its 
face write the following: “For thy wickedness, ugliness and 
deformity, thou art expunged.” - 

Be it further resolved.: 7 That the said report for its indecen- 
cy be, and the same is hereby rejected. 

Mr. Jasper, moved the suspension of the rule requiring reso- 
lutions td lay over for consideration one day. 

Lost. 

' Mr. Ogden, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States of Amcrica. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr, Cazneau, by leave, introduced a bill, entitled: “An act 
requiring the President and Heads of Departments to return to 
the seat of Government.” . 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Kendrick, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal the 13th 
section of an act, to amend an act entitled: “An act to raise a 
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public revenue py direct taxation, approved February 4th 
isti. 

Walen was read a first time. 

Mr. Henderson moved a suspension of the rule; requiring a 
bill to be read on three several days. 

it re Squir ing two thirds of the House to suspend the rule, 
the motion was lost. 

Mr. Darnell, by leave, introduced a bill to amend or repeal in 
partanact entitled’: “An act to raise a revenue by impost duties, 
approved the 27th day of January, 1842,supplementary to an act 
to raise a revenue by impost duties, approved the 5th of Feb- 
ruary, 1840.” 

X nich was read a first time. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, introduced a bill legalizing the Records of 
Panola ı County, and constituting the same a part of the records 
of the County of Harrison. 

Which was read a first time. | 

hr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill entitled: “An act au- 
thorizing Constables to act in their official capacities through- 
out their respective Counties.” 

Which was read a first time. | 

Mr. Ward, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal all laws au- 
thorizing the President to grant lands to emigrants. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Lott, by leave introduced a bill to alter in part, and define 
the Northern boundary of the County of Harrison. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Doom, by leave, introduced a bill entitled: “An act to 
amend an act regulating fees of office, passed January the. 
18th 1842.” 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal all laws, 
auihorizing the sale of the Navy. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr, Lott, by leave, introduced a bill to amend the attachment 
laws of the Republice of Texas. i 

Which was read a first time. . 

Mr. Jasper, by leave, introduced a bill to enforee the akolo 
of costs in the Supreme Court of the Republic ot Texas. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Person, by leave, introduced a. bill entitled: “An act to 
prescribe the mode otf settling the claitns of ereditors of the es- 
tates of deceased persons, in certain cases.” 

Which was read a first time. =. Te 


ae 
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Mr. Cazneau moved that the House go into seċret session, to 
take into consideration the propriety of removing the seal of 
secrecy fromthe “secret acts” of last session. 

Mr. Caldwell in the Chair. ; 

The Chair decided that members had no right to debate opena 
ly matters that had occurred in secret session. 

Mr, Davis appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

Question: Shall the Chair be sustained in its decision ? 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caz- 
neau, Collins, Darnell, Doom, Edwar ds, Erath, Gage, Gram- 
mont, Green, Head, Hogg, Januar y, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, 

. Jones of Gonzales, Hagler, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Means, 
Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit 
and Ward—34. 

Noes— Messrs. Davis, Henderson and Lewis—3. 

- So the Chair was sustained in its decision. 

The ayes and noes being called for on going into secret ses- 
sion, stood as follows. 

Ayes~ -Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Darneil, Doom, 
Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hoge, January, J asper, John- 
ston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Hagler, Kendrick, Maverick, 
Means, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, ’ Rowlett, Stamps and 
Ward—27. . 

Noes—-Messrs. Caldwell, Collins, Davis, Edwards, Head, 
Henderson, Lewis, Lott, Person and Truit—10. i 

Carried. 

And the House then resolved itself into secret session. 

The doors being opened, 


On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned until 10 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Wasuineron, Dec, 19th, 1843. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. . . 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names to wit: 

Messrs: Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, ‘ol- 
tins, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont; 
Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, 

p 
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Keudrick, Lott, Maverick, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Stamps, 
Trait and Ward. i i 

A quorum present, l 

Prayer by the Chaplain. ; 

'The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, presented the petition of Silas - 
Hendren, for a divorce, which was on motion of Mr. Green re- 
jected. l , 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, presented the petition of Josè Casia- 
ne, which was on motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzs.. rejected. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, preseuted the petition of Mrs. Sa- 
rah Ann Renshaw, which was referred to the Committee ou 
the State ofthe Republic. 

Mr. Jones, by leave, presented the clainis of the Hon. Waddy 
Thompson, and L. L. Hargous, for advances made for the relief 
of the Santa Fe prisoners, which were 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, referred to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Jones of Gonz., Hogg and Green. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, presented the petition of Thomas Bristow, 
which was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, Samuel A. Maverick, 
Chairman, made the following report, to wit: 


Committee Room, 19th Dec. 1843, 
How. S. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Enrolled bills, have examined a joint re 
solution for the relief of Capt. John C. Hays, and the company 
under his command, and find the same correctly enrolled, the 
same having been signed by the Speaker of the House of- Re- 
presentatives, and the President of the Senate, was this day 
presented to his Excellency the President for his approval. 

SAMUEL A. MAVERICK, Chairman. 

Report adopted. 


The Committee on the Judiciary, S. L. B. Jasper, chairman 
to whom was referred a bill to provide for the holding of the 
District Court in three places in Liberty County and tor other 
purposes, reporied the same back to the House with amend- 
ments, and recommend its passage ; also 

A bill to repeal an act entitled: “An act to amend the existing 
Jaws in relation to proceedings in Courts of Probate,” reported 
the same back to the House and recommend its passage.. Also, 
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A bill to be entitled: “Au act snpplementary to an act creat- 
ing the County of Rusk,” reported the same back to the House, 
and recommend its passage. Also, 

_A bill to provide for an extra term of the District. Court for 
the County of Harris ; reported the same back to the House 
with amendments, and recommend its passage. 

Which reports were read and bills laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, made the following 


report, to wit: 
Committee- -room, Dec. 18, 1843. 
. Hon, R. Scurry, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of John Johnston—also, the petition of Tho- 
mas M. League. Also, the petition of G. W. Still, have had 
the same under consideration, and beg leave to report them to 
the House, and, recommend their rejection, and to be discharged 
from a further consideration of the same. 


(Signed) JAMES L. HOGG, Chairman. 


The Committee on Engrossed bills made the following re- 
port. to wit: 


Bodie OF REPRESENTATIVES, ? 


. December 16th, 1843. 
Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled: “An act to legitimize certain children therein nam- 
ed,” and find the same cor rrectly engrossed. 


A. H. PHILIPS, Chairman. 


Report adopted. 
The Committee on Public Lands, Mr. Wares J jr. chairman, 
made the following report, to wit:. 
| l - E Dec, 18th, 1843. 
Hon. R, Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
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memorial of supdry persons living in the United States, petitions 
ing this Government for an an amount ofland claimed’ by themy 
as heirs of James Gerrar¢c, deceased, who they represent to have 
fallen in defence of this country, at San Antonie, in the Spring 
of 1836; have had the same under consideration, and are of the 
opinion that thé Courts of the contry, are the proper Tribunals 
to adjust such claims, and that the law provides for them.— 
The Committée, therefore, instruct. me to recommend that no 
action be had upon it by this House. 


M. WARD, jr. chairman. 
Report adopted, 


-On motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. Maverick was added to the 
Committee on Public lands. 

Mr, Henderson, by leave, withdrew the evidence accompany- 
ing the petition of G. ©. Guathney. ` 

Mr. Doom, by leave, introduced a joint resolution, transferring 
a certain appropriation therein named. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Ogden moved the suspension of thé rule, to place the’ 
resolution on its second reading. 


Fost. > ` ~ 
Mr. Lewis, by leave, iatrodaced a bill for the appointment of 
Patrolls, &c. 


Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Paschal, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the’ 
relief of Edward Dwyer. 

Which was read a first time, , 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, introduced the following resolutior, 
to wit: a: gs 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be required to farnish 
this House with the result of an election held on the first Mon- 
day in September last, in accordance with an act approved 16th 
January, 1843, for the election of Major General of Militia 
for the Republic of Texas. 

Which was read, and laid upon the table one day for eon- 
sideration. 

Mr. Philips, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of Richard West, Deputy Collector at the Port of Labaca 

Which was read a first time. ` 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled: “An act 
to extend to emigrants who may have arrived'in this Republie’ 
between the first day of January, 1842, and the fifteenth day of 
June, 1843, the benefit of an. act-granting lands‘ to emigrants,. 
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approved the 4th. of January, i841,” and an act supple 
mentary to an act entitled: “Au act defining the mode by 
which the holders of conditional certificates shall, establish the 
game, approved the išta of Jannary, 1821, aad to repeal in 
partan aci granting lands to emigrants, passed the 4th of 
Jannary, L842, approved 4th cf February, 184.72 ~- ~= 

Which was read a dist time. i 

The Coudnittes on sost Offices and Post Roads, made the 
following report, to wit: 


To the Gon. R. Scurry; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, respectfully 
beg leave to report that on an examination of the documents re- 
ferred to them from the Post Office bureau, it appears that the 
sum of three thousand seven hundred and forty two dollars 
and thirty six anda half cents, is required to continne the 
mails to the first of March, 1844 ; and they recommend an im- 
mediate appropriation of that amount for that purpose accord- 
ing to the resolution accompanying. — 

They further recommerid a resolution of the House, to call 
on the Hon. Secretary of State, to order the Chief Clerk of the 
Post-office bureau, to furnish the House with a detailed account 
of the costs of transporting the mail on each route, and also, in 
another column, an account of the revénues received on each of 
said routes—also, a detailed account of the amount paid for 
foreign mails—also, the amount of revenue now due to the Gen- 
eral Post Office, as near as can be ascertained. 

Your Committee would further report, that a petition from 
Augustus Burt, praying for the franchise of the Ferry from 
San Luis to the West end of Galveston Island, tor a term of ten 
years, to be granted to him, was referred to them—they consid- 
er it as more properly belonging to thé Committee on Internal 
improvements, and beg leave to return it to the House, that it 
may be referred to the proper committee. 

- JOSEPH H. BARNARD, Chairman. 

Report adopted, and the joint resolution making an appropri- 
ation for carrying the mails until March 1st, 1844. 

Was read a first time. she y 

Also, the following resolution, to wit. 

Be tt resolved by the House of Representatives > That the 
Hon. Secretary of State, he respectfully, requested to , grder. the 
Chief Clerk of the Post Office Bureau, to furnish this House 
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with a detailed Aecount of the costs of franspoiting the inaif 
on each ronte, and also in another column, the amount of the 
revenue received on each of said routes. 

_ Also, a detailed account of the amount of ‘the Galveston 
Post office revenue, paid for foreign mails. i ' 

Also, the amount of revenue now due to the General 
Post Office, as negar as can be ascertained, 

Which wasread a first time, and laid upon the table one day 
for farther consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the petition of A. Burr, was re- 
_ committed to the Committee upon Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced a bill to ensure the as- 
sessment of taxable property of the Republic of Texas, and 
the collection of the Direct Tax and for other purposes. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Ogden, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal in part an 
act for the reliet of Wm. Ashworth and others, so far as re 
lates to Aaron Nelson. : 

Which was read a first time. , 

Mr. Collins, by leave, introh > a bill to amend an act 
passed the 8th of January, 1841, respecting wreck-masters: 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jasper; the resolution to expunge a por- 
tion of the journals of last session was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, the House adjourned until half 


past 2 o'clock, P. m. 
Half past 2 o’cLock, P. M. 


The House met—roll called—quorum present. 

The question on thé adoption of the’ resolution to ex- 
punge, being in order. 

Oa motion of Mr. Kendrick, the resolution was laid on 
the table, until called up: 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled: “An act to légitimatize certain chil- 
dren therein named.” 

Was read a3rd time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the Annexation of Texas to the Unit- 
ed States, 

Was read a 2nd time, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign oe | 
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On motion of Mr, Jasper, the resolution to expunge a pors 
tion of the journais of last session was taken up. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following, as a substitute therefor : 

“ Whereas, the report of the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the memorial of sundry citizens of Burnet county, dated the 
23d of December, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, 
and signed ‘D. Y. Portis, from the Judiciary Committee, was 
not adopted by the House, and has, therefore, bcen impro- 

perly spread upon the Journals; therefore, 

- Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Congress 

of the Republic of Texas, That the aforesaid report be, and the 

same is hereby, declared to be rescinded from the journals of 
the House of the 7th Congress of the Republie. 

Mr. Scurry offered the following as a substitnte, for the ori- 
ginal and snbstitate before the House : . 

“Be it resolved, by the House of Representatives, that the 
report made by the Hon D. Y. Portis, as from the Committee 
on the Indiciary, contains allegations which were not justifia- 
ble at the time, and are now unmerited; as far as the people of 
Burnet county are concerned.” 

On motion of Mr. Jasper, the original resolution and substi- 
tute, were laid upon the table for the present. 

Mr. Darnell, by leave, introduced a bill, supplementary to an 
act regulating fees of office, approved January 18, 1842, which 
was read a first time. 

Mr, Lewis, by leave, offered the petition of sundry citizens 
of the Republic, to establish a certain mail-route, which was Te- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads. 

Mr. Green moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. i 

Lost. PS, 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the Orders of the Day were taken up. 

A bill requiring the Executive and Heads of Departments to 
remove to the Seat of Government, was read a second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Stafe of the Republic. 

A bill, fo amend and repeal, in part, an act supplementary to 
an act to raise a revenue by impost duties, approved 27th Jan- 
uary, one- thousand eight hundred and forty-two, &c. &c., was 
read a second time, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill to repeal the 18th section of an act to raise a revenue 
by direct taxation, approved February 4th, one. thousand eigi:t 
hundred and forty-one, &c. &c., was read a second time. 

Mr. Barnard offered the following amendment, te wit: 

And, also, that the seventh section of the same act, be re- 
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pealed; and each county shall collect its taxes in gold and sil- 
ver, or its own liabilitics; and it shall not assess a tax greater 
than that of the Republic, under the present, Jaw.” 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill, and amendments, were rev. 
ferred to the Committe2 on Fi inance, 

A bill, legalizing the records of Panola County, and consti- 
tuting the same a part of the records of Harrison county, was 
read a second time, and reiurred to the Gani ttee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

A bill, to repeal all laws authorizing the President to grant 
lands to emigrants, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Bir. Davis, was laid upon the table. 

A bill, to alter, in part, and define the northern boundary line 
of the county of Harrison, was read a second time, and referred 
to the Committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to amend the attachment laws of the Republic, was 
read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. = 

a motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. Darnell was added to the 
Committee on Finance. T 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, withdrew the evidence accompany- 
ing the petition of Jose Casiano. 

A bil I to be entitled an act authorizing constables to act, in 
their official capacitics, throughout their respective counties, 
was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, the House adjourned until to- - 
morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


WASHINGTON; WEDNESDAY, 
December 20th, 1843. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, was called to the chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The Roll being called, the following members -answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Dar- 
nell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Brath, Gage, Grammont, Green, 
Head, Henderson, Hog, January, Johi iston, Johnson, Jones, 
Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, amps, Trait and Ward. 

Quorum. present. — - 
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"The Joumals of the preceding ‘day were read and adopted. ` 


A” message was ‘received from the Senate informing the 
‘House, that the Senate had appointed a Committee of three to 


revise the joint rules of the two Houses, and, requested the ap- , 


pointment of a like: Committee on the part of the House, to act 
in'conjunction with the same. ` 


‘The Committee on Publié Lands, Mr.: Ward, ‘chairman, t 


weet PLE 


whom was referred the petition of Parker S. Doss, aepenee by 


‘bill for his relief. 
Which bill was read a firsttime. 


The Judiciary Committee, by John M. Lewis one of said 
Committee, to whom was referred:a bill regulating the disposi- 
tion and settlement of deceased. persons ‘estates : 4 Teported the 


same back to the House with amendments, and recommends 


the adoption of the amendmeiits, and the passage of the bill. 


Which report was read, and the bill Jaid upon the table 
to come up among the orders of the day, 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act to 
reduce into one and amend the several acts concerning execu- 
tions, approved 27th January, 1842, 

Which was read a first time. J 

On motion of Mr. Green, a Commitiee of five, consisting of 


Messrs. Green, Jasper, Maverick, Ogden and Grammont, was. 


appointed to examine documents i in relation to the prisoners in 
Mexico, 


On motionof Mr, Ward, Mr. Barnard “was added to the ~ 


Committee on Finance. 


Mr. Head, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act'to or- 


ganize the Militia i in the Counties of Robertson and Brasos. 
Which was read a first’time. ` 
Mr. Davis, by leave, introdueed’a bill'to lay an impost duty 
upon tobacco of a certain descriptian. 
‘Which was read a first time. 


Mr. 'Truit, by leave, introduced a bill supplemeritary to an act 


for punishing erimes and misdemeanors. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled: “An act 
making an appropriation for the purposes therein named.” 

Was read a first time. 

Mr, Johnston, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Clarksville. 

Which was read a first time. 


Mr. Rowlett, by leave; introduced a bill T a cortdin 
Q 
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appropriation made the 27th of January 1842, for the redemp- 
tion of the son and nephew of J. Cox. ow 
Which was read a first time. a 
Mir. Lott, by leave, introduced a joint resolution’ making an 
appropriation of one thousand dollars for printing. ` 
Which was read a first time. 
Mr. Lewis, by leave, withdrew the papers a al) the 
petition of J. W. Johnson. 7, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A resolution requesting the Secretary of State to order the 
Chief Clerk of the Post-office Bureau, to furnish certain infor- 
mation to this House, was read and adopted, l 

A resolation requesting the Secretary of State to farnish in- 
formation iù relation to tue result of the election of Major Gen- 
eral, was read and adopted. 

A bill to authorize the holding of the District Court in three 
different places in Liberty County, with the following amend- 
ments of the Committee on the Judiciary, was taken up. on its 
second reading. 

First amendment—strike out the second section, and insert 
- this as a substitute ; 


“« Be it further enacted, That the District Court to be held at 
the town of Liber ty, shall commence on the last Monday before 
the first Monday in March and September, and shall continue 
for one week ; and the Court to be holden at Town Bluff, shall 
commence on the second Montay in March and September, and | 
shall continue one week; and the Court to be holden at Swart- 
wout, shall commence on the third Monday in March and Sep- 
tember, and shall continue one week; aud process of every 
description, that is made returnable to the Court holden at Li- 
berty, shall hereby be made returnable on the last Monday be- 
fore the first Monday in March.” 

Adopted. 

Second amendment—on third page, 13th line, add: “both 
grand and_.petit,” : 

Adopted. = 

Third amendment—on the 3rd page, 22nd_line, after “place”. 
insert “both grand and petit.” 

Adopted. 

Fourth amendment—~on the 3rd page, after the word. “Cone. 
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in the bottom line, strike out to the words “each | month” the 
second line, and insert “once in three months. m 

Adopted, 

Fifth amendment—ön fou ith page, after the oa “specified? 
insert “which said Couris shall be holden at Liberty on the Ist 
Mondays in February, May, August and November ; at- Swart- 
wont, on the second Mondays in said months; at Town BI luff, 
on the third Mondays in said months in each "and every’ year, 
and continue until all the business is transacted.” 

Adopted. 

Sixth amendment—amend at the bottom of the 7th section 
insert the following : 


Sc. 8th. “Be it further enacted, That said Courts shall. 
have jurisdiction of all offences against the laws of the Republic 
that originate in the respective Districts; and shall try the 
same at the place of holding the Courts in said Districts, with- 
out the venue should be changed to some other County: and 
‘each ree shall keep the necessary seals of office at the differ- 
‘ent placés of holding the Courts in said County.” 


Adopted. 


Seventh amendment—after the last words in the last section, 
add “and all laws, and parts of laws coming in contact: with 
the provisions of this law, is hereby repealed.” $ 

Adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the bill was laid upon the table. 

_ Avbill to repeal an act to amend the existing laws, in relation 
to proceedings in Courts of Eropate; was taken up on its second 
apres and : . 

On motion of Mr. Jasper, was ordered to be engrossed; 

_Anact to provide for amw extra term of the District Court in 
the County of Harris, with the following amendmeiit from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, came up onits second reading. 

First amendment. Section 1st, in the - ‘sixth line, strike out . 
first” and insert “second.” 

Adopted: 

“Ou motion of Mr. Henderson, thre bill was ‘ordered tobe 
engrossed.) | 

Mr. Darnell, by (eave: introduced a bill to establish and i iu- 
corporate the Wesleyan Male and Female College at San Áu- 
gustine, 07 

Which was read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled + i 
“An act creating the County of Rusk,” returned ‘to the’ House 
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by the Committec, without amendments ; carne up on, its, $87 
cond reading, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled : “An act to make an appropriation for 
the payment of thesalaries of District Attorneys for the year: 

1843.” > 
-Read a first time. 

Mr. Jasper, moved the suspension of the rule. 

Lost. 

An act to amend an act, entitled: “An act regulating fees of 
officers, passed January 18th, 1842.” 

Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, was referred to the Committee om 
Finance. 

A bill for the appointment of Patrolls. 

Was read a second time, and ` ~ 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, was. ‘referred to the Cormmitteeon: 
the Judiciary. 
| Mr. Edwards moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock, P. Me 

Lost, 

Mr. Ogden, moved to adjourn until 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Lost, l 

A joint resolution Haneier ing a certain Papproyeante therein 
named. 

Was read a second time. ' 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the rule was suspended; resolu- 
tion read a third time and passed, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer, was read: 
asecond time, and referred to the Committee on Claims aud 
Accounts, 

A. bill for the relief of Bexar County, read j a second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Doom, moved that the House adjourn until 2 o’cloek, 
p.m. Lost. 

ee Lott moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, a mt 

ost, 

A bill supplementary to an aet to designate the Southern 
boundary of- Lamar County and fcr other purposes, approved 
December 26th, 1842.” 

Read a 2nd time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland; ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the Republie 

of Texas. 

Read 2nd time. a e pm 


Mr. Lewis offered the following amendments, to wit: 


‘That if any Assessors in any of the Counties 4f this’ Repub- 
lic refuse to comply with the requirements of this act, or shall 
not perform all and singular the acts‘and duties hereby im-' 
posed; he, or they shall be fined in a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, and not less than two hundred dollars ; to be 
collected by motion of the Attorney Gereral, inv the District 
Court at the Seat of Government, which when coHected, shall 
be paid into the Treasury of the Republic.” 


Bill and amendments on motion of Mr. Cazneau, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Republic. 

“A. joint resolution for the relief of John W. Smith. 

Was read a 2nd time, and 

On motion of Mr. Paschal, referred to the Committee on Claims’ 
and Aecounts. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the House adjourn to 3-0’clock,-p. m. 

Lost. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Eastland and others: 

Was read a second tife. | 

Mr. Rabb, moved its engrossment. 

Lost, and l 

_ Or motion of Mr. Green, referred to the’ Committee on the 
State of the Republic. 

A bill to enforce the collection of costs in the Suprenie Court 

of the Republic of Texas. 
_ ‘Read a 2nd timè, and referred to the Committee on the: Ju-- 
diciary; l 
Mr. Cazneau, moved to adjourn to 2 o’clock, p.m. Lost: 
ee Green, moved to adjourn to half past 2 o’clock, P. M» 
ost. a ; 

Mr. Jasper; moved to adjourn for fifteen minutes. Lost. 

An act entitled: “An act to prescribe the manner of settling’ 
the claims of the Creditors of the estates of deceased pérsons im 
certain cases.” Re os 

Read a 2nd time, and referred to the Committee on the Jas 
diciary. i , l 

An act to repeal all laws anthorizing the sale of the Navy.. 

Was read a 2nd time, and referred to the Committee on Ña» 
val Affairs. ae l 

ee Davis moved to lay the bill.on the table. 

OST. sal 
: re act regulating fee of dfhué, approved January tst 
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Was read a second time, and referred to the Committe oil 
ihe J adiciary. 

A jolut resolution for the reliéf of Richard West, Deputy Col: 
iei at the Port of Labaea.. 
= Was read a Sud time, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 
. Au acttoextend to emigrants who may have arrived in this 
Republic, betwesn the 1st day of January 1842, and the 13th day 
June, 1843, the benefits of an Act granting le lands to emigrants, 
approved the 4th ofJanuary, 1841; and an Act supplementary 
to an act entitled. “An act defining the mode hy which the 
holders of conditional certificates shall establish the same, ap- 
proved January 15th, 1841,” and to repeal in part an Act 


‘granting lands to emigrants, passed Ath eau y, 1841, approv- 


ed Ath February, 1842. 
Was read a 2nd time, and eae to the Committee on Pub- 


lic Lands. 


A bill to repeal in part an act for the relief of Wm. Ashworth; 
and others, so far as relates to Aron Nelson. 

Was read a second time, and: 5 

On motion of Mr. Ogden; was laid upon the table. 

A. joint resolation, making an appropriation for carrying thé 
mails until March ist, oné thousand eight hundréd and forty: 
four. 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

“A bill to ensure the assessmetit.of the taxable property of the 
Repu! blic, and the collection of the Direct Taxes, and for other 
purposes, 

Was read a second time, réferred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A bill to amend an act passed the 8th of January, one thous: 
and eight hundred and forty one, respecting wreek-masters. - 

2 Was read a second time, and referred ta thé Comimnties olf 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Ward, moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock; P. m - 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the House tapame until 2 o: 
‘clock, P. M 


TWO E P. m. 


House met—roll called--quorum present. . 
Mr. Barnard, moved to féfer thé report of ihe Commissionef- 
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of the General ‘Land-oflice, to a select Committee, with instrua- 

tions to enquire into the evils complained of, and recommend 

such measures for the remedy, as shall to them seem best. 

Carried. 

Mr. Jasper, moved to fake up the resolution to expunge a 
certain portion of the journals of the last session, ~-~- 

Carried. 

At the request of Mr. Scurry, Mr. Darnell withdrew the snb- 
stitute of Mr, Scurry to Mr. Lewis’s substitute, and the original 
resolution. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, withdrew his substitute for the original 
resolution. 

» Mr. Jasper, offered the following substitute to his original re- 
solution, to wit: 

“ Whereas, a resolution with this preamble, was introduced in- 
to the House of Representrtives on the 18th day of December 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, which resolu? 
tion is in the following words, yiz: E 

& Whereas, the Judiciary Committee of the last Congress, to 
whom was referred the memorial of diverse citizens “of Bur- 
net County, did on the 23d of December, one thousand eight 
-hundred and forty three, make their report in language abu- 
sive and slanderotis of said memorialists, which report ` was re- 
ceived by the House of Representatives, and the same Spread 
upon the journals of said Congress,” and 

“ Whereas, the language used in said report iy unbecoming the 
Representatives of a free people, and disgraceful to the jour- 
nals and records of the Congress of this Republic, a therefore, 
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the Re- 

public of Texas, in Congress assembled: That the said re- 

port as spread upon the regords of the House be, and the same 
is hereby expunged. 

Be it further resolved : That the Clerk be, and he is hereby 
authorized to make black lines around said report, and on its 
face write the following : 

“For thy wickedness, ugliness aid deformity, thou art ex- 
punged.” 

Be it further resolved: That the said report for its indecen- 
cy be, and the same is hereby rejected. And, 

“Wher eas, this House is of the opinion that the facts set forth 
in said resolution, are true, and but for the constitutional Te- 
strictions, would be adopted,” therefore, 

Be it resolved, by the House of Representatives, ‘That the 
yeport made by the Hon. D. Y. Portiss, as from ‘the Committee 
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au the Judiciary, contains allegations and. assertions which were 
not age oa at the time, and are now unmerited, as far as the 
people of Burnet are concerned 

Mr. Jasper, moved its reference to a select Committee, 

‘Lost. 

Mr. Green, offered the following substitute for Mr. Jasper’s 
substitute and the original resolutions, to wit: 

“ Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Republic, 
‘That upon satisfactor y information. it is the opinion of thig 
Honse, that the report of the Hon. D. Y. Portiss, from the Ju- 
diciary Committee ofthe 23d of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and ferty two, is made in language improper and inde- 
corous, and that the people of Burnet County are not entitled to 
the reflections contained therein.” 

Which was accepted by Mr. Jasper and adopted. 

Qn motion of Mr. Henderson, the House adjourned until to 
morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


om cae Sen aon. 


Wasuineron, Tourspay, } 
December 21th, 1843. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The Roll being called, the following members answered ta 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Darnell, - 
Doom, Edwards, Erath Gage, Green; Hagler, Head, Henderson, . 
Hoge, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones ‘of Gonzales, - 
Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phil- — 
lips, Rowlett, Stamps, Trnit and Ward. 

Quorum present. 

"The journals of the preceding day w were read and adopted.: 

'Fhe Committee on the State of the Republic, modei the fol- 
lowing report, to wit: 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: - 


The Committee on the State of the Republic; to which. waa 
referred a bill requiring the President ae Heads of. n u 
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ments to return to the City of Austin, the seat of Oovernment 
established by law; they have had the’ same under considera- 
tion, and ditected me to report, . 
'  Thas they have bestowed upon it the attention whichit merits 
as a measure intended to quiet the public mind upon a subject 
which has heretofore created mtich excitement, and’ in refer- 
ence to which every portion of the Republic has felt and con- 
tinues to fee a deep and lively interest. | 
- Your Committee are not disposed at this time, to discuss the 
question, whether-or not, there existed in fact, such an emer- 
ency as the Constitution contemplates, to justify the removal 
of the offices of the President and Heads of Departments from 
the seat of Government, at the time that that removal was effect- 
ed ; but if such emergency did at that time exist, your Com- 
mittee are satisfied that it has since ceased, and that the offices 
of the Government and records of the nation would at this time, 
be as safe at the city of Austin, as they have been at any period 
since the seat of Government was established at that place by 
law. | 
The President in his annual message to the present Congress 
has communicated the pleasing intelligence that “we gre at 
peace with «ll the world.” That the Indians upon our borders 
have been pacificated and converted into friends, and that 
Commissioners appointed by himself upon the invitation of our 
late national enemy, are now employedin the grateful task of 
regulating the termsof an Armistice, which will result in the 
establishment of a permanent peace, between ourselyes and that 
enemy. ok a a 
Under this state of things, your Committee can perceive no 
reasons why the President and Heads of Departments should 
not immediately return to theseat of Government and keep 
their offices there, until otherwise providéd by law. The cen- 
stitution réquires it to be done, and yourCommittee regard it as 
an important duty to recommend the passage of all sach laws 
as are necessary, to carry out the provisions of that instrument, 
There isanother consideration, and a most important ome, in 
the estimation of your Conimittee, which urges the propriéty.of 
the immediate return of the President and Heads of Bepart- 
ments fo the seat of Government, it is, that the most valuable 
records and archives of the nation arenow, and‘have for years 
been at-that point, and without free and constant access te therm. 
it is impossible that the business of the country can be transact- 
ed in such a way as-to give satisfaction to the people, or secure 
their interest. . Their removal at a time when it is acknowl- 
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edged there exists no necessity for it, would not only tend to 
keep up that excitement which has heretofore too much distract- 
ed the country; but in the opinion of your Committee it would . 
result in the total dissolution of that portion of it which has al- 
ready suffered so greatly from the action of the Government, 
upon this and other subjects of vital interest to its inhabitants. ' 
To avert evils which would necessarily be felt in every part of 
the Republic, to restore harmony to all the people of the coun- 
try, whether hailing from the East or the West: to destroy in- 
vidious sectional distinctions and prejudices, and to enable the 
Government to exercise its functions without further embarrass- 
ment or difficulty on the objects of the bill under consider ation ; 
and a majority of your Committee believe its provisions are 
eminently calculated for the attainment of those objects.— 
They have therefore instructed me to return it to the House 
without amendmentsand recommend its assage. 
JNO, CALDWELL, Chair man. 

Which report was read, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr, Stamps, ¢ gave notice as one of the Committee, that he 
would make a cóunter report. 

The Committee on Finance, made the following report, to 
wit :— 


Committee Room, Dec, 21. 1843. 
To the Hon. R. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Comittee on Finance, to whom was referred, a bill to 
reduce the tax upon neat cattle, have had the same under conh- 
sideration, and beg leave to report unfavorably ; and would ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the same, 

(Signed) JAS. H. JOHOSTON, Chairman 
` Com, on Finance. 

Which report was read and bill l laid upon the table, to come 

up among the orders of the day, 

The Committee on Public Lands made the following report, 
to wit: 

Committee-room, Dec, 21st, 1843. 
Hon. R. Scurry, 


Seaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Public Lands, to-whom was referred the 
petitions of R. J. W. Reel, and John Trussell, havé’had thesame 
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tinder consideration, and are of opinion that the Courts of 
the country have jurisdiction over them, and the law prescribes 
the.remedy; the Committee therefore would recommend their 
of te sa and to be discharged from any further consideration 


the same. 

M. WARD, jr. Chana 

On motion of Mr. Green, the report was laid tipo the table 
and the petitions referred to a select committee , whereupon. 

The following Committee was appointed, to wit : 

Messrs. Green, Kendrick, Johnston, Lewis and Davis. 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill authorizing the Sheriff 
of Rusk County, to collect the State and County tax of: said 
_ County, for the year one thousanc eget hundred and torty two; 
and for other purposes. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Hogg, by leave, introduced a bill requiring the Sheriff of; 
Rusk County to collect and pay over to the Sheriff.of Nacogdo- 
ches County, the taxes due from the citizens of Rusk County 
not paid in for the year, one thousand eight hundred and a 
two. 

Which was read a fifst time. i 

Mr. Collins, by leave, introduéed a bill to amehd an act for 
the regulation of the Coasting wade and the eon of 
Texian shipping. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Means, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to an 
act concerning rents. 

Which was read a first time. 


. The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
port, to wit: 
House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
December aist, 1843. ? 
Hon. R. Scurry, 


Speaker ef the House of Roki; 


The Conimittee on Engrossed Bills, have éxamined an Aet 
io provide for an extra terra of the District Court for the Coun- 
ty of Harris, dud find the same correctly engrossed.” ` 


(Signed) = A. H. PHILIPS, Chairmag. 


Which report was adopted: - i 
The Speaker appointed the following ile ‘Comimittes tO ex. 
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amine the report of the Commissioner of the General. Land-of 

fice, to wit: BS Ret gn 
Messrs. Barnatd, Maverick, Erath, Henderson and Rowlett. 
Mr. Cazneau, moved to appoint a Committee to act in con- 


junction with a Committee appointed by the Senate, to revise 


the rules of the two Houses ; whereupon, 

The following Committee was appointed, to wit : 

Messrs. Cazneau, Darnell and Hogg. . 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill to provide for the holding an extra term of the District 
Court, in the County of Harris, was taken up and read a third 
time and passed. y 

Mr. Kendrick, introduced the following resolution, to wit : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That hexzeafter, 
na reports, petitions, bills or resolutions, (except from the Ein 
grossing and Enrolling Committees,) shall be received only in 
their respective order, unless by the.unanimous consent of the 
House, 

Which was referred to the joint committee to revise the rules 
of both Houses. 

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
offered the following resolution, to wit : aa 

“Resolved, That his Excellency the President, be requested 


to cause to be transmitted to this House, copies of all correspon-. 


dence, which may have been had between this Government, 
and the Government of Great Britain, France and the United 
States; or either of them, touching the- affairs of Texas and 
Mexico—together with all correspondence between this Gov- 
ernment and the Government or authorities of Mexico, or be- 
tween this Government and the Ministers óf foreign ‘powers, re- 
sident near the Government of Mexico, in relation to the exist- 
ing Armistice.” 

Which was read a first time, and laid upon the table one day 
for consideration. Also, 

The following resolution : | 

Resolved, That his Excellency the President be requested to 
transmit to this House all correspondence which may. have tak- 
en place between this Government and that of the United States 
in relation fo the annexation of Texas to that Government ; and 
all such other information as may be in his possession, which 
will enable this House to understand the existing state of the 
affairs, relative to that important question. 
i Which was read a fipst. time, and laid on. the table for one 

ay. , ae i 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill regulating the disposition and settlement of deceased 
‘persons estates, came upon its secound reading with amend- 
ments, mae 

First amendment—in the seventh line, insert after the words 
“persons,” “person citizen er citizens of this republic, at the 
time said debt or debts were contracted, shall be deemed and 
considered preference debts, and shall be first paid by the le- 
gal representatives of such decedent out ef any assets which 
‚may come to his hands.” 

Adopted. - 

Second amendment— ~~ - 

“Be it further enacted, That all debts contracted with for- 
eigners after such decedent may have become a citizen of this 
Republic, shall constitute a second class of debts, and shall be 
paid next after those (should there be assets) mentioned in the 
foregoing section of this act, provided, the preference already 
existing by law in favoref other debts shall not be disturbed.” 

Adopted. mo 

Mr, Jones,.moved to strike out the 3rd section of the origi- 
nal bill. i ~ 

Carried. l 

Mr. Henderson, moved to strike out the 4th section. 

Carried. o> 

Mr. Jones, moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Davis, Hender- 
son; January, Jasper, Johnston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, 
Lewis, Lott, Means, and Person-—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Darnell, Doom, 
Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, Grammont, Hagler, Head, Hogg, 
Johnson, Maverick, Paschal, Philips; Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward—-22. 

Motion lest and bill rejected. 

A bill to establish and incorporate the Wesleyan Male and 
Female College of San Augustine. 

Was read a second time and referred to, the Committee on 
Education. i . 

A bill to be entitled: “An act making an appropriation for 
certain purposes therein named,” was read a second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution making an appropriation for printing, was 
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‘ead asecond time, and referred to the Committee on Finarite. 

A bill to be entitled: “An act making an appropriation for 
ihe payment of the salaries of District “Attorneys, for the year 
one thousand eightjhundred and forty three.” 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

A bill transferring a certain appropriation made the 27th of - 
January, 1842, for the redemption of son and nephew of J, Cox. 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts: 

On motion of Mr. Jones, Mr. Rowlett, was added to the Com- 
mittee on Claims and Accou nts. 

An act to incorporate the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
of Clarksville. 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Education. 

An act supplementary to an act, to punish crimes and misde- 
meanors. 

Was read asecond time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to lay an impost duty upon Tobacco of a certain de- 
scription. 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

A bill for the relief of Parker S. Doss. 

Was read a 2nd time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, was ordered to be engrossed: 

A bill to amend an act organizing the Militia of the Counties 
of Robertson and Brasos. 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

A. bill to reduce into one, and amend the ‘several aets concern- 
ing executions, approved 27th January, 1842. 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Jasper, the House adjourned until. 10 ò- 
clock, tox -morrow morning, . 
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Wasuineron, Fripay, Dec. 22d, 1843. 
. The House met pursuant to adjournment. - 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names to wit: ay 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Hrath, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Head, 
Henderson, Hogg, Johnston, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Means, 
Ogden, Paschal, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, and Truit. 

A quorum: present. 

The journals of the preceeding day were read and adopted. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. ) 

The Judiciary Committee, Mr. Lewis one cf said Committee 
to whom was referred a bill for the appointment of Patrolls; re- 
ported the same back to the House with amendments,. and re- 
commend its passage. i 
> The Judiciary Committee, S. L. B. Jasper, Chairman, to 

whom was referred, a bill legalizing the records of Panola 
County, and constitutifig the same a part of the records of the 
County of Harrison; reported the same back to the House, and 
recommend its passage. 

Also, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled: “An act 
supplementary to an act, regulating fees.of office approved Jan- 
uary 18th, 1842,” reported the same back to the House and re- 
commend ifs rejection. 

- Also, to whom was referred, a bill to be entitled: “An act to 
amend the attachment laws,” reported the same back to the 
House, and racommend its rejection. 

Also, to whom was referred, an act to enforce the collection 
of costs in the Supreme Court ; reported the same back to the 
House and recommend its passage. 

Also, to whom was referred, a bill to amend the Criminal 
Laws of the Republic of Texas, reported the same back to the 
House with amendments, and recommend its passage. 

Also, tò whom was feferred an act making an appropriation 
for the purpose therein fiamed ; reported the same back to the 
House and recommend its rejection. 

Also, to whom was referred, a bill to amend an act to reduce 
into one and amend the several acts concerning .exceutions, 
approved 27th January, 1842; reported the same back to the 
House,-with amendments, and recommend its passage, which 
reports were received, and bills laid upon the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. ; 
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The Committee ou Finance, James H. Johnston, Chairman, 
t2 whom was referred, a bill for the relief of Bexar County ; re- 
ported a substitute and ameudments tg the bill. 

Report laid upon the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

he Committee on Internal Improvements, F. W. Ogden, 
chairman, to whom was referred the memorial of A. Burr; re- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommend. its indefi- 
' nite postponement, which report was rejected. 

Also, to whom was referred the petition of E, C. Langford ; 
reported the same back to the Pa and recommended its re- 
jection. 

Which report was adopted. 

The Committee on County boundaries, Wm. H. Bourland, 
chairman, to whom was referred, a bill to be entitled: “An act 
to alter in part and define the Northern boundary line of the 
County of Harrison,” reported the same back to the House with 
an amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Which report was read, and bill laid upon the table, to come’ 
up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts Joseph L. Hogg, 
Chairinan, to whom was referred “a bill, ‘transferring ‘an ap- 
propriation made 27th January, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two, for the redemption of son and nephew of J. Cox,’ . 
reported the same back to the House, and recommend its pas- 
sage. 

Also, to whom was referred a resolution for the relief of Ed- 
ward Dwyer, reported the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Which reports were read, and bills laid upon the table, to come . 
up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 


port, to wit: 


Houser oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 22d, 1843. 
Hon. B. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of E A 
The Committee on Engrossed bills, haye examined a bill, to 


be entitled “An act to amend the existing laws in relation to the 
procenim] in courts of probate ;” also, i Ei ee 
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An act supplementary to an act, entitled an act creating the 
the county of Rusk; also, l J 

“An act, supplementary fo an act, to designate the southern 
. boundary of Lamar county ;” also, my 3 
An act for the relief of Parker S. Doss, and find the same 


correctly engrossed. . eau 
(Signed) A. H. PHILIPS, 
Chairman, 
Report adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the Masonic Society were granted 

the use of the House, on the 27th instant. 
’ The Committee on Education, James W. feénderson, Chair- 
man, to whom was referred “An act to incorporate the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church of Clarksville,” reported the same 
back to the House, and recommend its passage. 

Which report was read, and bill laid upon the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the “editor of the National Vindicator, or - 
some person employed by him, be allowed a seat in this House ; 
and that the requisite facilities be given him, for taking notes 
of the proceedings of this body; and that candles, paper, &c., 
be furnished. i i 

Mr. Cazneau moved to amend, by allowing the reporter of 
the Telegraph the same privilege. 

Mr. Hagler offered the following substitute, for the original 
resolution, and substitute of Mr. Cazneau, to wit : 

Resolved, That all reporters of newspapers permitted to oe- 
cupy seats on this floor, be furnished: with all facilities in paper, 
candles, &c., for the reporting the proceeding of this House. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, moved the indefinite postponement 
of the original resolution—the amendments and substitute. 

The ayes and noes were called for, and stood as follows: 

_ Ayes—-Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Oaz- 
neau, Collins, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, 
Grammont, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, John- 
son, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, 
Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truit and Ward—3_ 

Noes-——Messrs. Green, Hagler, Jasper and Lewis—4. 

Carried.. > > i 

The Select Committee, by Mr. Green, to whom was referred 
sundry papers, concerning our prisoners of war in Mexiço, of- 
fered the following resolution, to wit: ` 

I # 
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Resolved, That the gratitude of this nation is due to the Hon. 
“Waddy Thompson, United States’ ministér in Mexico; and her 
Britanic Majesty’s Charge d’ Affaires, the Hon, Percy W. Doyle, 
and also her Britanic Majesty’s late minister, Mr. Packenham, 
for their active interference in behalf ot our fellow country- 


men, while prisoners of war in Mexico; and that the thanksof. 


this House be, unanimously tendered them, therefor ; and that 
they be furnished with copies of this resolution. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Darnell, by leave, introduced a bill, to repeal an act reg- 
ulating sales by judgment or decree of probate court, doe. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Ogden, ‘by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act 
for the permanent location of the seat of government of the Re- 
public of Texas. 

Which was read a first time, 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced a bill, supplementary to an 
act to locate a road from Washington to’ the Sabine river, ap- 
proved December 14th, one thousand eight hundred and d thirty: 
nine. 

Which was read ist time. 

Also, a bill, supplementary to the ‘statute of limitations, ap- 
proved Feb. 5th, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Doom, by leave, introduced a bill, making the town of 
Jasper, in the county of Jasper, the Jegal county seat. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Stamps, by leave, made the following counter-report to 
the report made, on yesterday, by the Committee on the State of 
theRepublic, to wit: , z 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


Sır :—The undersigned, one of the Committee on the State: 
of the Republic, to whom was referred “ A bill, requirmg:.the:’ 
President and Heads of Departments, to return«to the'cit}-.of 
Austin, the seat of government established by law”? feeting-conx'. 
pelled, ‘from a sense of duty, to-differ froma majority- ef ‘said 
committee, upon the bill above-named, avails himself of: the 
privilege which estiblished usage urantees tó him, and offers 
to the House, through the honorable Speaker;: the restrlt of his 
ane aes and reflections upon this all-absorbing:tpaestion:- 
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‘I'he bill uuder consideration, assumes the fact, that the “city 
of Austin” fis} the “seat.of government established by law ;” 
there is, however, a wide. difference between the assumption 
of a fact, and the establishment of it, either by proof or argu- 
ment, ‘There are. two. species of laws recognized to be in force 

_in this country, viz—the Constitution and statute laws of the 
Republic. Ft. requires no very profound legal accumen to de- 
cide which of these two is of paramount authority, in this coun- 
try. Every tyro in legislation will tell. you, that when conflict 
shall arise between them, that -legislative enactment must give 
way before the superior force and authority of the Constitution. 
I£ then, it can be shown, either that the Constitution has fixed 

’ the seat of government, or denied to the Congress the right to 
locate it, there is an end of the question: for the establishment, 
by law, of the seat of government, at Austin, spoken of by the 
majority of the committee, was by an act of the Congress of one 
thousand eight handred and thirty-nine. The undersigned is 
of tke opinion, that it is clearly deducible from the Constitution, 

„thatit was not-the intention of the framers of that instrument, to 
concede to. the Congress, any authority to legislate upon this 
subject... There is certainly no express.of powers to the Con- 
gress, over this subject, to be found. in the Constitution. If 
such a- power be.derived from’ that instrument, it must be by im- 

plication alone. This is a most. dangerous principle of legisla- 

„tion to be-adopted by a republican government, and one that I 

hope never to see acted upon in this country. Tt is ever fraught 

- with consequences most disastrous to freedom, ‘The great ob- 
ject of written constitutions, is to prescribe and define the pow- 

-ers to be exercised by. the different departments of government, 

.to restrain them within proper limits, and to prevent the exer- 
cise of .powers not therein delegated. Hence, the propriety of 
each department of Government keeping within the limits pre. 
scribed bythe Constitution. 

But, if it were legitimate to resort to implication in.this mat- 
ter, the only fair inference to be collected from the Constitution, 
andthe action of the Convention which framed it, would. be, 
that they intended the town of Washington.te remain the seat 
_of government. .The Convention -were assembled at this place; 
they framed..the Constitution here; they organized .a, propis- 
ional government here; elected the various officers necessary 
to. constitute, the same, and directed them to enter immediately 

 upon-the duties. of their-yespective offices; but did not author- 
je. them to remove the seat.of government to any other ,point. 
The only clause to be found,in the Constitution, having direct 
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reference to this subject, is the third section of the General Pro- 


visions, which isin these words: “The President and Heads 
of Departments shall keep their offices at the Seat of Govern- 
ment, unless removed by the permission of Congress; or unless, 
in cases of emergency, in time of war, the public interests may 
require their removal.” From this clause, some gentlemen de- 
duce the power of Congress to remove the seat of government, 
‘With due deference, it is the opinion of the undersigned, that 
this clause proves the direct contrary. It gives to the Congress. 
the power to remove the President and Heads of Departments 
from the seat of government, not the seat of government itself. 

This, to my mind, is conclusive evidence that it was not the 
intention of the Convention to give to the Congress, any con- 
trol over the subject of the Seat of Government. They gave 
to that body, authority to remove the President and Heads of 
Departments from the seat of government; and.they gave to 
the President the same power, when that body were not in ‘ses- 
sion. i 

For this, there was an obvious necessity. A powerful ene- 
my, in great force, was then in the country. Texas had not 
an army in the field strong enough to hold them in check. It 
was rationally calculated, that he would-march upon the seat 
of government. Hence, the obvious propriety of granting to 
the Congress, authority to remove the government officers and 
‘archives; and to the President the same authority, if the Con- 
gress were not in session. It was absolutély necessary to the 
safety of the government property, that this should be done; 
but there was no necessity that the seat of Government itself 
should be removed, and it was left where the Constitution- had 
fixed it; and that was at the townof Washington. Hence, if 
implication be resorted to, the only legitimate inference is, that 
the Constitution intended this place to be the permanent seat 
of government, But whether this reasoning be deemed legiti- 
‘mate or not, one thing is very certain, the Constitation has 
given to the Congress, no authority to legislate upon the subject. 
The wise and patriotic framers of that instrument, well know- 
ing the grasping nature of power, determined to guard against 
its assumption by any of the co-ordinate branches of the Go- 
vernment, when not delegated. What is the language of the 
Declaration of Rights, upon this subject? “The Declaration 
of Rights is declared to be a part of this Constitution, and shall 
never be violated, on any pretence whatever ; and in order to 
guard against the transgressions of the high powers which we 
have delegated, we declare that every thing in this Bill of 
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tights contained, and every other right not hereby delegated, 
is reserved to the people.” Could } language be found, t0 con- 
vey, in stronger terms, the apprehension of those patriot sages, 
and their dèterminations to restrain the encroachments of pow- 
er? “shall never be violated on any pretext whatever.” 

Look into the specifications of the powers, delegated to the 
different departments of the Government—par ticularly those 
granted to the Congress: do you find any power therein dele- 
gated to the Congress, to locate and establish the seat of govern-. 
ment? I think not, sir, If not, ther, accordiug to the clause 
just quoted, this right i is “reserved to the people.” ‘There is 
where this power resides, Sir. ‘It has never been delegated to 

‘any branch of the Government, eonsequently, none can legiti- 

, mately exercise control over it. The Convention left the seat 
of government at the town of Washington, and there it must 

remain, until] removed by a direct vote of the people. If the 
gentlemen comprizing a majority of the committee, are willing 
to submit the question to a vote of the people of the Republic 
at its next annual election, I will go with them in the measures 
necessary to accomplistr that object. This is certainly a reaso- 
nable proposition, and a much safer course,than to inflict a 
wound upon the Constitution, by a palpable violation of its pro- 
visions, or even the exercise of power which,.every one must 
“admit, is of doubtful construction. 

Until this is done, I shall insist that the seat of government 
be permitted to remain at this place—the point at which the 
Conyention left it; and to which it has returned, after having 
made the circuit of almost the entire Republic. 


JNO. STAMPS. 


Mr. Person, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit - 


Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That the Pre- 
sident be required to furnish the House with estimates, showing 
the amount that will be necessary to refit the vessels of war 
now in Galveston harbor, for sea; and maintain them in active 
service, for the ensuing year; also, the amount that will be ne 
cessary to lay them up in ordinary, for the. same period; an 
the amount, per month, that will be requisite to. maintain o 
board the necessary watch, to preserve them, and the property 
attached, from destruction. 

Which was read, and laid upon the table one day for con- 
sideration. 


TU 


Mr. Green, by leave, introduced a bill, making an appropria- 
tiou for the support of Government for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four. 

“Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Green moved the re-consideration of a vote taken on yes- 
terday, rejecting the bill regulating the disposition and settle-, 
ment of the estates of deceased persons. 

T'he ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: i 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Dar- 
jel, Davis, Edwards, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, Hen- 
derson, January, Jasper, Johnston,’ Jones of Gonzales, Ken- 
drick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Paschal, Person, Philips, 
Stamps, and Truit—26. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Doom, Eratb, Head, Hogg, John- 
son, Ogden, Rabb, Rowlett and Ward—10. 

Carried, and motion re-considered ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, was taken up, and referred to a 
special committee, consisting of Messrs, Lewis, Darnell, Jones 
of Gonzales, Johnson, Hogg, Green and Cazneau. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

A bill, to be entitled an act to psrmit the admunistratrix of 
Neill Munn, deceased, to keep together the property of said es- 
tate; also, 

A bill, to be entitled an act to change the time of holding the 
courts in the first judicial district ; also, 

A joint resolution, transferring a certain appropriation there- 
in named’; also, 

An act to change the name of the Seat of justice in Fanni 
county, 


t 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. ` 


The resolution, requesting the President to furnish the House 
with information, touching any correspondence which may 
have taken place with Great Britain, France, and the United 
States, in relation to the existing armistice, was read a second 
time. l 

Mr. Lewis offered the followin g amendment, to wit: l 

Insert, after “correspondence,” “not incompatible with the 
public interest,” a ~=. TIA 


fe! : 


Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, offered the following amendment ta 
Mr. Lewis’ amendment, to wit: 

“The publication of which, at this time, will? R 

Mr. Lewis accepted the amendment. 

Mr. Green offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ments of Mr. Lewis and Mr. Jones, to wit: “and if so, to com- 
-municate in secret session.” : 

A message was received from the Senate, transmitting a doe- 
ument marked “Secret.” 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, the House adjourned until 2 o- 
clock, P. m 


TWO O'CLOCK P. M. 


House met—rol! called---quorum present. 

Question before the House—Mr. Green’s amendment to reso- 
lution, calling on the President for information, and amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the previous question. 

The question—shall the main question be taken up, was put, 
and carried. 

On motion of Mr, Henderson, a call of the House was made. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched for absent members. 

On, motion of Mr. Caldwell, a further call was suspended. 

The main question being the adoption of the original reso- 
lution, was now put, 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit; 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, ‘Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, -> 
Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, 
Philips, Rabb and Ward—21. 

Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Darwell, Davis, Edwards, 
Head, Henderson, Hogg, - Jasper, Lewis, Person, Rowlett, 
Stamps and Truitt—14, 

Adopted. 

Resolution, calling upon the Kadai for poeton in Tela- 
tion to any correspondence which may have taken place, with 
the United States, relative to annexation, was a GA Senad 
time, and adoptec. 

A bill, requiring the sheriff of ‘Rusk county to collect and pay 


T2 
ever to tas sherif of oe county, the taxes due from 
the citizens of Rusk, net paid in 1842, was read a second, time, 
and referred to the Gomimities on Finance, 

A bill, requiring the Executive and Heads.of Departments to 
remove to the Seat of Government, came up on its second read- 
ing.. i 

Mr. Darnell moved to lay it on the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Green moved its engrossment. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus, to 
wit: 

Ayes—Messrs, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Erath, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston. Johnson, Jones 
of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, 
Rabb and Ward—19. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Darnell, Davis, Edwards, 
Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, 
Rowlett, Stamps and Trait—17. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

An act, supplementary to an act to designate the southern 
-boundary of Lamar county, and for other purposes, approved 
December 26th, -ene thousand eight hundred and forty-two, 
was read a third time, and passed.. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, a bill to scion the holding: of the 
district court in three places in Liberty county, and for other 
purposes, was taken up—still on its second reading. 

Mr. Ward offered the following amendment,.to wit: 

‘At the bottom of the sixth section, insert «and the grand ju- 
ries shall be sworn to enquire for that portion of the county of 
Liberty embraced in their respective districts.” 

Adopted; and, 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the bili was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

An Act, aipnitnmntae to an act, entitled an act creating ‘the 
county of Rusk, was read a third time, and passed. 

A bill, to amend the existing laws in courts of probate, was 
read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on, the final passage 
thereof, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Erath, Gage, Henderson, Hogg, Ja- 
nuary, Jasper, Johnston, Jones ‘ot Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, 
u Means, Ogden, Paschal, Phili ips, Rabb and Ward 
—18. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
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Jins, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Grammont, Green, Ha- 
gler, Head, Johnson, Tott Person, Rowlett, Stamps and erent 
—19. , > = 

Lest, and bill rejected. 

A bill for the relief of f Parker S. Doss, was ; read a ee time, 
and passed. eee 

An act to amend an act for the regulation of the coasting 
trade, and the protection of Téxian shipping, was: read a second 
time. 

Mr. Collins moved its reference-to a select committee ; where- 
upon the following committee was appointed, to wit: Messrs. 
Collins, Hagler, Ogden, Philips and Jasper. 
` An act supplementary to. an aŭt concerning rents, was read 
asecond time, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, Chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill to reduee the tax upon neat cattle, 
reported unfavorably. 

re motion of Mr. Davis, the bill and report were laid on the 
table 

An act authorizing the sheriff of Rusk county to collect the 
‘state and county taxes of said county, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and SORO and o other purposes, was read 
a second time. 

Mr. Hogg movee its indefinite pospone hne 

“On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the bill was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The Committee on Enrélled Bills made the following re- 

port, to wit: 


Hon. R. Scurr Yy i 
Speaker of the House of EEEE 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an aet 
to change the name of the seat-of justice ot Fannin county; and 

A joint resolution transferring a certain appropriation therein - 
named, and find the same correctly enrolled. The same, hav- 
ing been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and the President of the Senate, was this day presented. 
to His Excellency the President’ for his signature. 


(ignd) S. A. MAVERICK, 
ee l Chairman. 
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. Mr. Eratb, by leave, introduced a, bill to-repeal and amend 
so much of an act regulating fees.of office, as defines the an- 
nual salary of district attorneys, approved 18th January, one 
thousand eight hundred and a IWE, which was read_a first 
time. 


é 


Mr. Caldwell, moved to take up ‘the document fow the Se- 


nate; marked “Secret.” 

Speaker ordered the House to- be cleared, and the doors - 
closed. 

The House resolved itself into secret session, 

The doors being opened, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonz., Mr. Lewis was given 
leave, of absence until the 28th. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, Mr. Head received leave of ab- 
sence until the 28th, 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o’clock. ~ 


Wasuineron, SATURDAY, ? | 
December 23d, 1843. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. ae 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The Roll being called, the tollowing members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Davis, Doom, 
Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, Head, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kéndrick, 
Lewis, Means, Ogden, ‘Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Row- 
lett, Stamps, Truit aud Ward. 

A Quorum present. . 

. On motion of Mr. Davis, the vote on the rejection of the bill 
to be entitled: “Ath act to amend the existing laws in Courts of 
Probate,” was reconsidered. - 

The Committee on’ Public Lands, M. Ward, j jr. Chaitman; 
to whom was.-referred, a bill to be entitled: “An act to extend 
land to emigrants who may have arrived in this Republic. þé- 


tween the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and ` 


forty-two, and the 15th day of June, one thousand eight hun- 
dred, and forty threefthe benefits afati Act granting lands to 
; emigrants, approved January Ath, one thousand eight- hundred 


| 


| 
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- and:forty-one;” and an Act, supplementary to an aot, entitled : 


“AN acts defining the mode by which thd: holders vf: conditional 
certificates shall establish the same, approved: January 5th, one 
thousand eight hundred and.forty one, and to repeal im part 
an act granting lands to emigrants, . approved: February Ath, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-two ;” reported-the-same 
back tothe Rouse with amendments, and recommend m pas- 
Sage. 

Which report was evd and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, to whom -was referred the petition of Thomas pastors 
reported by a bill for his relief. 

‘ Which bill was read a first time. 
, iMr. Lott; moved to suepene the rule, requiring a Dui to be 
read on three different days. - 

Lost. 

‘The Committee on Claims and den to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Jonathan Bird; reported by a joint resolu- 
tion for his relief, and recommend. its passage, 

.Whieh was read: a firsttime.“ 


~The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port, to wit: 


a to a Hovsé or REPRESENTATIVES; l 
n4 Dec. 28, 1848. 


Hon: R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


‘The Commitige on. Engioseed Bills, have examined a bill en- 
titled : wAn act tequiting the Executive ao Heads of, Depart- 
ments, 19 return to the Seat of Governmeiit, ” and find the same 
correct y. “engt oše. S 

(Signed i wr A HL. PHITIPS, eae: 

Which report was adopted. 

„Mr. Henderson,: by leave, introdueed .a:bill, entitled : a ie act 
hetter.to define the duties:of Connty! Olenks.” 

Which was read a first time. des is 
Mi. Rabb, by: leave, introdmeed_a bill to-beren titled. .+oAn ‘ag si 
to repeal an act to create a Board of Medical Censors: fg £ 

Republic. of: Fezes; appioysd December «1d th,y-ohb—th 
eighit Jamadieds and: thirty: SONAR. ouis. EME ele ria 
' Whisk was read: afirstdime.. 2... 9* :. R basli 
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_ “Mr..Green, by leave, introduced a bill entitled :. “An act toe 
establish a Ferry at the West End of Galveston. Island. a 

Which was read a first time... i 

Mr. Means, by Jeave;. introduced a bill ‘entitled GAn act to 
prevent Physicians bills in cases’of last sickness, from-being al- . 
lowed as privileged or preferenced claims.” 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced: a joint resolution for 
the relief of Charles Power. . a i 

Which was read a first time. i 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced ‘the Plone oe 
to wit :— 

“Be it resolved, That it is the sense of this House, that it is 
inexpedient and impolitic, to. Legislate in seeret D and at 
war with the genius of free institutions.” 

Mr. Green, offered the following amendment, to come iit at 
the bottom of the resolution, to: wit : nearer in cases where the 
public interest may require it.” - . 

Mr. Henderson, moved the previous question.. ` 

The ayes and noes being called for'en the same, stood as fol- 
lows, to wit:. 

Ayes—Messrs. Davis, Henderson, Lewis, Lott; Means 
Stamps and ‘Truit—7. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caz- 
neau, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green , Hagler, Head, 
Hoge, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, 
Kendrick, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, 
Rowlett and War d—-27. 

Lost. i 

Question on the adoption of Mr, Green’s amendment. 
peMr. Henderson.offered the following substitute to the resolu- 
tion and amendments, to wit : 

« Be it Resolved, That it is the sense of this Housé, that in 
no case can the Congress legislate" in secret session,” ‘but may at 
all tines go into secret seSsion to receive information of-a se- 
cret nature. 

Mr. Jones, moved the indefinite postponement of the origi- 
nal resolution and amendments; also, the resolution: of Mr. 
Henderson. — ‘ 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as ‘follows, 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cag 
neau, Darnell, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hag- 
ler, Head, Hogg, January, Jasper, Jolinston, Jones, Kenilvick, 


ia 


. Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, 


Truit and Ward-29. 
Noes---Messrs. Davis, Henderson, Lewis, Lott, Means and 


 Stamps--6. 
Carried, and resolution and amendment indefinitely . post- 


poned., er 
DEDE RS OF THE DAY. 
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A resolution requesting from the President an estimate of the 
amount required to fit out the Navy, also, the amount required 
to keep it in preservation in ordinary. | 

Was read and adopted. 

A billrequiring the President and Heads of ‘Depattments to 
remove to the seat of Government. 

Was read a third time. 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, a call of the House was had, 
and the Sergeant at Arms, was dispatched for absent. members. 

Mr. Ogden, moved that Mr. Doom be excused from. atten- 
dance, on account of sickness. : 

Lost. 

` Mr. Green, moved to excuse Mr. Collins. 

Lost, 

. Mr, Stamps, moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock, Tuesday 
morning. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Darnell, Davis, Head, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Jasper, Lewis, Lott, Means, Rowlett, Stamps and 
Truit-—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland; Caldwell, Cazneau, ‘Edwards, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, 
Philips, Rabb and Ward—-21. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, a call of the House was had, 
Sergeant at Arms despatched for absentees. . y- 

Mr. Jasper, moved to adjourn until Tuesday morning | 9 o- 
clock. , pae 

Lost. 

Mr. Kendrick, moved the suspension of a “farther cal! of the 


House. Lost, . . 
r, Cazneau, raved the suspension of a further call. of the 
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Mr. Green, moved the suspension of a further call of the 
ouse. , 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Lott, the House adjourned until 3 o’elock 
P, M: i 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M 


House met—roll called—quorum present. 

Call of the House pending. 

The Sergeant at Arms returned and reported that the absent 
members could not be found. 

_ Mr. Green, moved a suspension of the further call of the 
House. , i 

Carried. 

"Mr. Caldwell, moved to excuse Messrs. Cuney and Collins. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon stood as follows, 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazheau, Doom, Erath,Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, J ohnson, Jones 
of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb 
and War d—20. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Darnéll, Davis, Edwards, 
Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, Rowlett, 
Stamps, and Truit—I15, 

Carried.’ 

Mr. Darnell, moved to lay the bill upon the table until Fri- 
day next. 

Lost. 

-On motion of Mr. Henderson, a call of the House was had. 

There being a full House, a further call was suspended. 

Mr. Jasper, moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock, P. m. 

Lost. 

Mr. Henderson, moved to adjourn until Tuesday, 10 o'clock, 
P. M. 

Lost, 

Mr. Lott, moved to adjourn until Tuesday, 3 o’clock, P; M 

Lost. 

Mr. Henderson, moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 
10 o'clock. 

Last. 

Question on the passage of the bill, the ayes and noes being 
called for 

Mr. Jasper, asked leave of the House, to explain his— reasons. 
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for his vote, Leave being given, Mr. Jasper proceeded to dis 
cuss the merits of the bill. A 

Mr. Green, called Mr. Jasper to order. 

The Speaker decided that Mr. Jasper was in order. 

Mr. Green appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The House sustained the Speaker. 

The ayes and noes on the passage of the bill, stood as ‘follows, 
to. wit : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Darnell, Doom, 
Krath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, 
Philips, Rabb and Ward—21. 
` Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Davis, Edwards, Hender- 
son, Hogg, Jasper, Lewis, Lott, : Means, Person, Rowlett, Stamps 
and Truit—14. 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. Rowlett, gaye notice, that he would enter his protest a- 
gainst the passage of the bill. 

- Mr. Caldwell, moved a reconsideration of the vote just, taken 
upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the previous question. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, a call of the House was had, 

Mr. Darnell, moved to adjourn until Tuesday, 10 o’clock; 
A.M. Lost. 

There being a full House, a further cal] was suspended. 

ya Henderson, moved to adjourn until : o'clock, P. m. 

ost. 

Mr. Lott, morad to adjourn for eoe minutes. 

Lost. 

Question wpon the reconsideration of the vote passing the 
bill, was put and lost. 

On motionof Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until 10 o’- 


clock, Tuesday morning. - 
= a 
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WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, í 


December 26th, 1843. 


The House met puysitant to adjournment, Me. Kendrick was 
called to the Chair, 

The roll being called, the following members esa to 
their names, to wit: 
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Messrs, Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, Davis, . 
Edwards, Gage, Grammont, Henderson, Hogs, Johnston, . 
Kendrick, Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, 
‘Rowlett, Truit. and Ward. 

No quorum present. 

The Sergeant at Arms was despatched for absent members. 

The Sergeant at Arms returned with the following members, 
to wit: Messrs. Jasper, January, Green and Doom. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the Hon. Levi Jones of Galves- 
ton County, came forward, presented his credentials, took the 
` oath prescribed by the Constitution, and his seat. 

A quorum present. 

The journal of Saturday the 23d was read and adopted. 

Mr. Henderson presented the petition of Margaret McCor-. 
mick; which was referred to the Committee on Claims and- 
Accounts. 

The Committee on Basa bills, made the following Re- 
port, to wit: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December the 26th, 1843. 


To the Hon. R. eae. 
Speaker of the House of POUS, 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled : “An act#o authorize the holding of the District 
Court in three places, in Liberty County, and for other pur- 
poses,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 

(Signed) A. H. PHILIPS. Chairman. 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled: “An act 
to admit into this Republic free of duty, certain articles.” 

Which was read a first time." 

Mr. Jones of Galveston, by leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion to give the Hon. Richard ‘Morris, judge of the First District, 
leave of absence until the first of March next. 

Which was read a first time. . 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Galveston, the rule was suspended 
and the resolution read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was further suspended, 
and the resolution read a third time and passed. 

The Committee on the State of the Republic, John Caldwell 
Chairman, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Wm. M. -. 
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Eastland, and others ; reported the:same back to the House, and 
recommend its passage. ; | 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Erath, by leave,introduced a bill to amend the third sec- 
tion of an act,.entitled. “An act to extend to late emigrants or 
those who may emigrate within a specified time, a donation of 
dand, approved 4th Jan. 1839.” 

Which was tead a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. Jones of Galveston, was ad- 
ded to the Committee on Naval Affairs, State of the Republic, 
and Foreign Relations. 

Or. motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House adjourned until Thurs- 

day, 3 o'clock, P. m. i l 


Wasnineron, I'nurspay, Dee. 28th, 1843. 


3 o’clock, P. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called, the following members answered te 
their names fo wit: 

Messrs, Speaker,Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lett, Means, Ogden, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truit and Ward. 

A quorum present. 

Journals read and adopted. : 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, the Hon. James 8. 
Montgomery, of Colorade County, came forward, presented his 
credentials, took the oath prescribed by the Constitution, and 
his seat. ; 

A message was received from the President, through his 
private Secretary, Mr. Miller, which was on motion of Mr. 
Henderson, taken up and read, as follows: 


x 
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Executive DEPARTMENT, o 
Washington, Dec. 26th, 1848. 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives : : 


In compliance with a resolution of your Hon. body I have 
the honor to communicate herewith, various statements and 
exhibits, connected with the revenue ‘and condition of the Gen- 
eral Post Office. 

(Signed) SAM HOUSTON. 

On motion, the above communication, with the aceompany- 
_ing documents, were referred to the Committee on Post-offices 
and Post-r oads. Also, the following : 


Exscuyive DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 26th, 1843. 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives : 


In answer toa Resolution of your Honorable body, I here- 
with transmit a statement of the vote of the several Counties of 
the Republic, on the 4th September last, for Major General of 
the Militia, so far as returns have been made to the Department 
of State. 

[Signed] SAM HOUSTON. 

Which communiéation and accompanying decuments, were 
read, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. Philips, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the re- 
organization and relief of Refugio County, 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Jasper, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled: “An act 
further to amend proceedings i in civil suits.” 

Which was read a first time. . 

Mr. Barnard, by leave, introduced a bill to be omens “an 
act to repeal in part an act therein named.” 

Which was read 4 first time. 

The Judiciary Committee, by Mr. James Davis one of the 
Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled “An act 
authorizing Constables to act in their official SEpACues through- 
out their respective Counties.” 

Reported the same back to the Honse, and recommended its 
passage, which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Scurry, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : “An act 
to repeal the Tariff, and to declare the ports of Texas FRE.” 

Which was.read a first time. -=> oat 
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83. 
Mr. Dayis, by leave, introduced a bill to be ehtitled : 

‘act to establish a Post-office at Anahuac in Liberty ae 
Which was read a first time. : 
Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : 
An act regulating fees of office.” = 
Which was read 3 a first. time, eee 
Mr. Jasper, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : “An act 

to establish a mail route therein mentioned.” 
Which was read a first time. 


-t 


ORDERS OF THE DAY.. 


A bil to be entitled : “An act authorizing the holding of the 
Distiict Court injthree pfaces in Liberty County, and for other 
purposes.” 

Was read a third time. 

On motion-of Mr. Philips, the rule was aad prohibit- 
ing bills from being amended on their 3d reading. -` 

Mr. Philips then offered the following amendment, to wit: 

In the 8th section, first line after the word “said” insert **Dis- 
trict”. Adopted. 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for tegon, stood as follows, 

towlt: . 
Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland,. Cuney, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, ‘Henderson, Jasper, Johnston, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Means, Montgomery, 
‘Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Truit and Ward—23. 

“Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Collins, Grammont, Green, Hagler, 
Head, Hogg, January, Johnson, Hendrick, Lott, and Rowlett, 
—13. ‘Passed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
-House of the passage of the following Bills, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled : “An act to authorize administrators, 
executors, or guardians, to purchase property for the collection 
of debts in certain cases.” Also, 

. An act to revive in part the duties on imposts, imposed by an 
act, entitled : “An act altering the several acts to raise a public 
revenue by impost duties, approved 4th February, 1449.” .. 

Also, a bill to legitamize certain children therein named.” 

‘Algo, a bill to be entitled; “A joint resolution , granting the 
Hon, Richard Morris, Judge of the first Judicial Pistrict,. leaye 
sfabsence watil the first Mopday ip; March next.’ .. 

A bill to enforce the collection of costs in the Supreme Court 
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of the Republic of Texas,” came up onitssécond reading, and 
on motion, was ordered to be engrossed. ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer, came up* 
on its second reading. 

Mr. Kendrick, moved its engrossment. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as followsy * 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard’ Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Davis; 
Erath, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Hogg, January, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, 'Truit 
and Ward—25. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, 
Green, Head, Henderson, Jasper, Lott, Means, and Persom 
—12, 

Carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed.. . 

A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Eastland, and others; came up 
on its second reading. á 

Mr. Erath offered the folowing amendment, to wit . 

After the werds “decimated” “by order of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, offered the following amendment, to 
wit: ‘ : 
Section 2d. “Be it further enacted; that alt: persons who 
were made prisoners at the battle of Mier on the 26th, Decem- 
ber 1842 be, and they are hereby exempt-from paying taxes for 
the years one thousand eight hundred and forty-two; and one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-three, and so long thereafter. 
as they continue fo be prisoners.” ee 

Adopted. 

Mr. Cazneau, offered the following amendment, to wit . 

“Be tt further’ enacted, that five hundred copies of the mus- 
ter roll of the same’ be provided for the use of this House.” 

Rejected. : | 

Mr. Green, offered the following amendment, to wit. 

That two hundred copies‘ef the muster roll.be furnished. this- 
House, 

Rejected.. - 

On motion the bill was ordered to be erigrossed.. 

A bill for the relief of Bexar County, was taken: up with a 
substitute offered by the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Henderson, moved to insert the word “resident” before: 
the word “eitizen.’ Rejected. ` ae. 
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Mr, Henderson, offered the following amendments; to wit ! 

Insert after “Victoria” “who were residing in said Counties 
at the date that Vasques entered Bexar.” 

Adopted. C 

Question on the adoption of the substitute as amended. 

Carried, - OE 
- The ayes and noes being called for on the engrossment of the 
bill stood as follows, to wit: . o. 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, 
. Darnell, Davis; Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler; 
Head, Henderson, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galves- 
ton, Jones of Gonz. Kendrick, Means, Montgomery, Ogden, 
-’ Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett; Truitt and Ward—30: 

Noes—Messrs. Edwards, January; Jasper, and Lott—A. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning: i 


Wasuineton, Fribdy; 7 - 
December 29th, 1843. = § 


The House met pursùant fo adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

_ The Roll being called, the following members afisweted to 
their namies, to wit: . | . . 

Messrs: Speaker, Barnard; Bourland, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Lott, 
Means, Ogden; Paschal, Person; Philips; Rowlett, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward. - . 

A Quortim present. ', i 

On motion of Mr. Jones;of Galveston, Mr. Jasper was grant: 
ed leave of absence; on account of sickness in his family. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill to repeal an act passed the 8th of January, one ‘thousand 
eight hundred and forty one, respecting wreck-masters, ‘reported 
the same back to to the House, and recommended its passage. 

„Also, to whom was referred a bill tò amend an act for the 
regulation of the coasting trade, and the protection of Texiam 
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shipping, reported the same back to the House, and Fedt- 
mended its passage. 

Which reports were eee and bills laid npon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, Joseph L. Hogg, 
Chairman, to whom was referred the petition of Margaret Me- - 
Cormick, reported the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended its rejection. 

Which report was adopted. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the ONO MIDS; re- .. 
port, to wit: . 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 29th, 1843. 


“To the Hon. RICHARDSON Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined: an Act 
for the relief of Bexar, Gonzales and Victoria counties , also, 
A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Eastland and others ; also - 
A joint resolution for the relief Edward Dwyer ; also, 
An act to. enforce the collection of costs in the Supreme ` 
Court; and find the same correctly engrossed. . 
(Signed) WM. H. BOURLAND, 
One of the Committee. 


Which report was adopted. 


The Committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, Chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill to lay an impost duty upon tobac- 
‘co of a certain description, reported by a substitute therefor, and . 
recommended its adoption. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
‘come up among the orders of the day. 

Also. to whom was referred a bill to repeal so much of an act 
approved July 23d, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, 
entitled an act to. regulate the collection. of impost duties; re- 
potted the same back ta the House, and that they- believe a 
change of said, act unnecessary. 

Also, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief 
of Richard West, deputy collector at the pent-of La. Bacca, ye 
ported the same.h back so the House, and. xecommended, its pas- 
Rages . 
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Which reports were received, and bills laid upon the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. ; ; 

Mr. Green, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 
' Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be directed to 
lay before this House, at as early a period as practicable, the se- 
veral amounts of the direct tax assessments for each of the.coun- 
ties of the Republic, since one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty-six; the amounts of each paid into the Treasury ; when as- 
sessed, and when paid; and also the several amounts now due 
by each county. 7 l À ; 

Which was laid upon the table one day, for consideration. 

Mr: Jones, of Galveston, by leave, introduced a bill to be en- 
titled an act-for the relief of A. B. Shelby. ` 

Which was read a first time, . Sa 

Mr. Collins, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to prevent smuggling. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Barnard, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
regulating elections. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Presi- 
dent be, and is hereby, requested to furnish this House, imme- 
diately, and without delay, a copy of the letfer of the King of 
the Netherlands, in relation to the marriage of his daughter; / 
his answer thereto; also, his correspondence with the foreign / 
powers how in treaty with this Republic, on the birth of his 
son Sam. a tes 

Which was laid upon the table for one day. Mia 

Mr. Cuney, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to admit to record deeds, conveyances, &c., made in foreign 
countries, . if 
' Which was read a first time. 
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` ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be éntitled an act for the relief of Bexar, Gonzales 
and Victoria counties, was rèad à third time. : 
- The ayes and noes being dalled for thereon, stood as follows ; ` 
to wit: : ee Mite - `> 
Ayes-—Messrs Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Guney, 
Darnell, Davis; Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Head, 
Henderson, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, ‘Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Means, Montgomery, Ogan, Pasehwi- 
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Porson, Puilips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps Truit and Ward--30. 

Noes. — Messrs. Edwards and Lott—2. 

The bih passed. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Eastland and site was, T 
a third time, aud passed. 

A bill to enforce the collection of costs in the Supreme Court 
in the Republic of Texas, was read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called for-thereon, stood as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Ġreen, Henderson, 
January, J ohnston, J ohnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., 
Lott, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, ' Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps, Truitt and Ward—27. 

-Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Doom, Head, Hogg, Means. and 
Person—6. E 


The bill passed. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 


House, of the passage cf a bill for the relief of Thomas Bristow ; ; 

Also, a bill to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitures 
shail be recovered ; also, 

An act to repeal all laws now in force, authorizing the Pre- 
sident to form colonization contracts; and to forfeit such as 
have already been made, where the conditions have not been 
strictly complied with ; also, 

An act to provide for an extra term of the district court in 
the county of Harris, with an amendment. 

An act to extend to emigrants who may have arrived in this 
country, between the Ist day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two; and the fitteenth day of June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-three, the benefits of an act grant- 
ing land to emigrants, approved 4th January, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-one ; and 

An act supplementary to an act, entitled an act defining the 
mode by which the holders of conditional certificates shall es- 
tablish the same—approved 16th January, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-one; and to repeal, in part, of an act grant. 
ing lands to emigrants, passed 4th January, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-one—approved 4th February, one thousand 

eight hundred and forty-two, came up on its second reading, 
with arhendments from the Committee on Public Lands. 

First amendment—After June 15th, 1843, in the caption of 
this bill, insert “the date of the President s proclamation, de- 
elaring the armistice between this Government. ang Mexico, —_ 
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The ayes and noes being called for, an the adoption, stood as 
foliows, to-wit: 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bourland, Davis, Doom, Erath, 
Gage, Hogg, Johnston, Jones of Gonz., Lott, Means, Montgo- 
mery, Rabb; Stamps, Truit and War d—16 

Noes— Messrs: Speaker, Collins, Cuney Darnell, Edwards, 
Grammont, Green, Head, Henderson, January, Jones of Galvz., 
Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips and Rowlett-—17. 

Rejected. 

Second amendment:— 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That all young men of 
Seventeen years of age, who were residing permanently in this 

‘Republic, of the said 15th day of June, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-three; and who have not previously obtained 
a head-right of land from this Government, shall be entitled to 
three hundred and twenty acres of land—subject to the same 
provisions as other emigrants in the first section of this act. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the adoption of the 
amendments, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bourland, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, 
Hogs, Jones of Gonz., "Lott, Means, Paschal, Person, Rabb, 
Stamps, Truit and Ward—16. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Kira, 
Grammont, Green, Head, Henderson, January, Johnston, John- 
son, Jonés of Galveston, Montgomery, Ogden, Philips and Row- 
lett__17- 

Rejected. 

Mr, Gage moved the engressment of the bill. 

Mr. Henderson moved the previous question. 

Mr. Ward moved te lay the bill upon the table. 

Carried. 

Qn motion of Mr. Henderson, an act to provide for an extra 
term of the district court in the county of Harris, was taken up, 
with the following amendinent of the Senate : 

Strike out the word “second,” where it occurs in the first 

_ section, and insert “third.” 

Amendment adopted. -- 

- The Select Committee, Wm. E. Jones Chairman, to whom was 
referred the claims of General Waddy Thompson and L. 8. 
Hargous, Esq., made the following report to wit: : 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives - 


-The Seleét Committee, to whom was referred the claim of 
M 
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L. S. Hargous, of the city of Vera Gruz, -and General Waddy 
Thompson, for money advanted hy them for the relief. of the 
Texian Santa Fe prisoners, have had the same under conside- 
ration, and instructed me to report— 
That it is satisfactorily in evidence before. the Committee, 
that upon the liberation of the Texan Santa Fe prisoners by , 
the Government of Mexico, in June 1842, they were furnished 
by General Waddy ‘Thompson, with the funds necessary for 
their subsistence in travelling from the various prisons in which 
they had beea confined, to the, city of Vera Cruz; and that for 
a period of about two mouths after they arrived in the neigh- 
borhood of that city, and during their, detention there, they 
were furnished by Mr. L S. Hargous, with clothing, provisions, 
medicines, and other necessaries; and he procured and paid for 
the charter of a vessel to convey ‘them to Texas. 
The long detention .of the prisoners in the city of Vera Cruz, 
and its neighborhood, was caused by an edict of the Mexican 
Governinent, closing the port of Vera Cruz, to the entrance and 
exit of vessels from or destined to a foreign port: during all 
which time, the prisoners were supplied by Mr. Hargous, with 
the necessaries of subsistence and comfort; and those who 
| were attacked by the malignant fever then prevalent, were pro- 
vided for, and attended to, in the most humane manners . 
_ From the evidence submitted to the © ommittee, it appears 
; that the whole amount advanced by General Thompson and 
$ Mr. Hargous, for the use of the said prisoners, and for the char- 
ter and provisioning of a vesse] to convey them to Texas, was 
éight thousand two hundred and fifty-three dollars and seventy- 
five cénts, ($3253 75) for the discharge of which, three drafts 
were drawn by the officers who. had “command of the expedi- 
tion to Sante Fe, to wit: one draft drawn by H. McLeod and 
Wm. G. Cooke, for 5,090 10 100 dollars, on the Government 
of Texas: one draft drawn by H. McLeod, on said Govern- 
ment, for 1163 66-100 dollars; and one for two thousand.dol- 
lars, drawn b y H. McLeod, upon G. B. Lamar, of Savannah, 
Georgia; all of which drafts were protested. for non- acceptance, 
and returned to the owner, Mr. L. 8. Hargous. 

‘The Committee have no hesitation in recommending to the 
House, the propriety of admitting the entire claim, and provid- 
ing for the payment of the sum “origina lly advanced, tegethet 
with latwfal interest upon the same, “from the first day of Au- 
gust, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two; until the same 
shall be paid off and. discharged. 

‘The Committee have, therefore instructed me to report the 
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aċcompanying bill for the relief of L, S. Hargous, which will be 
in full satisfaction of his. and the claims of General Waddy 
Thompson, and recommend its passage. 


CO i WM. E. JONES, 


‘Chairman of the Select Committee. 


Joint resolution read 1st. time. | 


A bill to be entitled an act authorizing constables to att in 
their official capacities, throughout their r respective counties, 
came up on 2d reading. 

` Mr. Gage moved its engtosstnent, 

Mr. Collins moved to strike out the. enacting clause, 

The ayes and noes being called for, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Collins, “Green, ‘Head; Jones of Gonzales, 
Means and Montgomery—6. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Brath, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Henderson, 
Hogg, January, Johnston, “Jones of Galveston, Lott, Ogden, 
Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward=25. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, . 

A bill legalizing the records of Panola county, and consti- 
tuting the same a part of the records of Harrison county, came 
up on its 2d reading ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Lott, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer, was read 
a third time... . 

The ayes and noes being called for, on its passage, stood 
as follows, t 

Ayes—- Messrs, Barnard, Cazneau, Collins, Davis, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont,..Hagler, Hogg, January, Johnston, Jones of 
Gonz., Jonemof: Galveston, Montgomery, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, 
Rowlett, Stamps; Truit and Werd—-21. . 

Noes——Messrs. Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Head, Hen- 
derson, Lott, Means, Ogden and Person—10. . 

And bill: ‘passed. 

On’ motienm.of Mr. ‘Rowlett, the House ‘adjourned until 3 
o'clock, r.. M, - 
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3o'clock,.». m- 


House met—roll ealled—quorum present. 

Mr. Rowlett, by leave, offered the petition of Tho. Wm- 
Ward, and moved its reference to the Commitee on Claims and: 
Accounts. 

Lost, 

Mr. Hogg moved its seirene to the Committee on Finace.. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for on the same, stood as fol- 
lows, to wit. 

Ayes—Messrs. Collins, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Gram 
mont, Head, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Ogden, Paschal, 
Person, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—17. 

Noes—-Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cuney, Darnell, 
Edwards, Henderson, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Lott and. 
Ward--11. 

Carried. . 

On motion of Mr. Davis, Mr. Means was excused. from. at- 
tendance on the House, on account of ill health. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, the House adjourned until 10.0’ 
clock, to- ‘morrow morning. 


Sarurpay, Dec. 30th,. 1843.. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll being called, the following members answered. to 
their names, to wit : 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Dar 
nell, Davis, Doom; Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Head 
Henderson, Hogg, January, Johuston, Johnson, Jones. of 
Guiveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, . Means, 

ideutgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Row- 
lett, Stamps, Truit and Ward. 

A quorum present. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted... 

A message was received from the President, through his pri. 
vate Secretary Mr. Wm. D: Miller, containing three several 
communications in writing, which were on motion of Mr, Hen- 
derson, taken up and read as follows, to wit - = i 
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l Execurive DerartTmekt, f 
Wasuineaton, Dec. 28th, 1843. § 


To the Hon. House of Representatives : . 
In reply to a resolution of your Honorable body of_the 22d 


inst. I herewith transmit a copy of the correspondence cf the’ 


Department of State, with the British Charge d’Affairs near this 
Government, in relation to ti e release of our fellow citizens now 
or lately prisoners in Mexico. |This correspondence comprises 
the information sought by the resolution; and the Exeeutive 
hopes Soon to nave it in his power, to inform the Representa- 
tives of the people, that an object so much desired, as the libera- 
tion of our captive countrymen, has been fally attained. 

I also send a copy of .the Proclamation of the Executive of 
the 4th Septertber last, tendering to all Mexicans within our 
limits, who had been at any time captured by the forces of 
Texas, free passports and safe convoy to the Rio Grande. 

As the correspondence now transmitted has hitherto beers 
made public, for the satisfaction of those immediately interested 
jn the measures adopted by the Government, for the restoration 
of the prisoners, the Executive conceives it unnecessary to 
make the communication under injunction of secrecy. 


SAM HOUSTON, 
Executive DEPARTMENT, 
_ Wasuincron, December 27th, 1843. / 


T'o the Honorable House of Representatives: 


In complyance with’a resolution of your Honorable body, F 
herewith transmit estimates from the Department of War and 
Marine. l l ES 

1st. For the amount required to support the Navy at sea for 
one year. < 

2nd. For the amount required to keep the vessels in ordina- 
ry fpr twelve months; and . 

3rd. For the amount requiyed per month to maintain a watch 


’ on board. for their preservatiogi.ta.the harbour of Galveston, for 


this latter purpose the immediate action of the Congress is im- 
peratively. necessary. l 

From the report of Lieutenant commanding the Naval sta- 
tion at Galveston, (an extract fromewhich is hgepith, sant). it 
will-be.seqn-thah unless the necessary Provisiangeiig «soon, made 


i ad 
lor taking care of our public vessels, they will be abandoned ¢ 
andia that case must inevitably bg lost to the eountry. 

The estimates now furnished, are made upon the lowest pos- 

ible seale which could serve any useful purpose. 
_ SAM HOUSTON. 
On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the communication relative to k 
T'exian prisoners in Mexico, was referred to the Committee on” 
Foreign Relations. 
On motion the communication i relation- to the Navy, avas re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

On motion, the communication mar sod “secret” was laid up- 
on the table. 

Mr. Stamps, by leave, presented the pation of Jerome B. 
Robertson, which was, on motion of Mr. Barnard, refered to the 
Committee on Publie Lands 

Mr. Rabb, by leave, presented the petition of Henry Bueklett, 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, with 
instructions to report a bill granting him leave of absence. 

Mr. Darnell, by leave, presented the petition of Sumner Ba- 
con, which was on motion, referred to the Committee on. Claims 
and Accounts. ‘ 

Mr. Stamps, by leave, presented the petition of divers. citizens 
of Washington Connty, which was on motion of Mr. Kendrick, 
referred to the Committee on County Boundaries. 

‘The Cammittee on Enrolled Bills, made the following report 
to wit: 


Committee Room, Dec. 29: 1843. 
ito ul the Hox. R. Scurny, . l y 
Speaker of the House of E E ; 


The Committee on Enrdélled Bills, have examined “Afi-act to 
provide for the extra term of the Disirict Court, for sie County 
of Harris.” Also, 

“An act to legitimate certain children therein tamed. ” Also, 

A joint resolétion, granting the Hon. Richard Mérris, leare 
of absence nntil the first of March next, and find the-same ors 
rectly enrotted, the same having been signed by:the Speaker of 
the House and President of the Senate, was this day: presented: ` 
to his Excellency the President for his approval. : 

J.J. HE: GRAMMON'Y;, 
eee g ' ohe of the Committee. 

Report alapit: nS pegao IEAS 

Thé Gommittes'on Finwiees} ‘James Hi Johnstén, ‘Oheirman, 
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to whom wag- referred a bill to authorize the Sheriff of Rusk 
County, to edllegt the State and County tax of said County for 
the year one thousand eight hundréd and forty-two, and fer 
other purposes. Also, 

A bill to authorize the Sheriff of Rusk County, to collect and 
pay over to the Sheriff of Nacogdoches County, the Faxes due. 
from the citizens of snusk County, not paid in the year sie 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two; reported the bills back 
the House and recommended the passage of the bil toa: e 
the Sheriffs of Rusk Connty to collect the State and County 

faxes: ofsaid Gonnty, and for othes.purposes, with an amend- 
meng; ägd the rejection, of a billy requiring the Sheriff of 
Rusk County to.collect apd pay over to the Sheriff of Nacogdo- 
ches, thé taxes due from the citizens of Rusk County,’ not paid 
in one thousand eight hundred ang forty-two. 
ue Hogg, moved the rejection of the report. 
pst. 

Report received and bill laid upon the table, to come up a- 
moug the orders of the day. 

Mr, Oaznean, by leaves introduced a joint resolution | requir- 
ing the Commissioner of the General, Land otfiee, to return to 
the Seat of Goyernment, and open a office for business.” 

Read a first time. 

Mr Rabb, by leave, introduced a pint o for the re- 
lief of George T Holeman. 

Read a first time, 

A message was received, from the Senate, uomi the 
House of the passage ofa bill to re-organize the District Courts, 
in the Ath Judicial District. - Also, ~ 

A bill for the relief of James 'Truit and Andrew J. ‘Fruit, in 
relation to their head-right certificates. Also, ~ 

A bil ll supplementary i fo.arr act entitled . “An act creating the 
County ¢ of, Rusk... Also, > > 

A joint, resolution te, adjourn sine die on-the 22d of January. 

‘ Mr. Jones of Galveston, by Parin introduced ; the. a 
resolution, to wit: | moa 

Resolved, That thie: Ss Sonata ys id ‘ther Proasury, + fesrenbbe sles 
šopy ot all the return mafile - 
` to, the. oeae ieee late and present Oulleðtor 

of the Customasjat, sp bes speeds the amonwnt,of dmiies eel 
lected at that office, the kind of funds in which Coie sacking + iy ort 
collected, and-the disposition which has beensmgyeledt th 
_ together with the voreliens acco pages ios ancl yeiipndaes 4 
copy of all orders and instructions- ‘given horse deGialileciemyadt 


~% 


Ki 


G65 


either of them, respecting the receipt of isxehequer Bills; at 
said office, and also, a Statement of all the drafts ar orders for 
the payment of money to individuals, which have beeu drawn 
upon said Collectors, or either of them, by any Department of 
this Government, or by the head of any Department of the 
Govera neat, specifying for what services said drafts or orders 

Were sivet, together with a copy of all correspondence, which 

may have been had with said Collectors or either of them, re- 

specting the payment of said drafts or orders.” 

Adopted. 

Qn motion of Mr. Davis, an act for the relief of James Truit 
and Andrew Fruit, was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis,the rule was suspended, aad bill 
read a second time. 

On motion, rule further suspended, bill read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, by leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion for the preservation of the national aud political institu- 
tions of Texas. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales. by leave, introduced a bill to be en- 
titled: “An act to define and fix the practice of Probate Courts 
in certain cases.’ ’ 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Barnard, offered the following resolution, viz: 

Whereas, the printed report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
containes many errors and omissions, which make the 
statements appear confused, contradictory and unsatisfacto- 
ry, and it being of the utmost importance that the public 
should be accurately informed of the real state of our Fi- 
nances—therefore 
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, That the 

Committee on Printing be instructed to examine the printed re- 

port and the original copies furnished—and report to this 

House what errors are attributable ‘to the printer, and what to 

the Secretary of the Treasury or his clerks, and also the mea- 

sures proper for this House to take respecting the same. 

-Read and adopted. . 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced a bill to provide the mode of 
taking interogatories where witnesses are beyond: the limits of 
the Republic. . 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced a bil! to legitimate certi 

children therein named. Read first tithe. - 
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Mr. Davis, Dy leave, introduced a bill for the relief of certain 
‘persons ak fell with Fannin, &e. i 
Read a first time. a l 
Mr. Cuney, by leave; Hoe a bill to e the more 
faithful performance of the duties of Sheriffs. 
Read a first time. : e Cae 
Mr. Henderson, by leavė, introduced, a bill to’ alter and a- 
mend the various acts relating to the duties -of ‘Chief Justices 
and prescribing the manner in which commissionsshall be issued 
and, for other purposes. . 
- Read a first time. 
. She Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
port, to wit. 4” ! 
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A Hout OF EET EA 
- December 30th, 1843. - 
bs 


Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


“The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act 
legalizing ‘the Reeords‘of Panola County, and constituting 
the same a part of the records of Harrison County. , 

Also, An act authorizing Constables to act’ in their offi- 
cial capacities throughout their a counties, and find 
the same correctly engrossed, 

* (Signed) WM. H. BOURLAND, : 
i one of the Committee. 


Mr, Person, by leave, introduced @ bill to prevent executors, 
administrators or guardians from paying their individual debts, 
out of the estates of their ‘Testators, intestates or wards, 

Read a first time. 


7 ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
An acf at ahorizing Constables to act in theit “officiel capaci- © 
tiés thrdighout thelr respective Counties, was read a third 
tiie. 
“Mr: Henderson, 1 move the previous question. sg 
“The dyes and noes béitig called for on the same stood as si 
lows. 
Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourlasids Caznean, Gailey, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom,’ Héwards, Erath}’ ‘Gage, ‘Grambvont, 
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Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of 
Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Lott, Maverick, Ogden, Person, 
Philips, Rabb,Rowlett, Stamps, Trait and Ward-—30. 

Noes— Messrs. Collins, Green,, Kendrick, Means, Montgomery 
and Paschal—6. 

Carried. , 

The main question being the passage of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Cuney, Dar- | 
nell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lott, Og- 
den, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truitt and Ward—24. 

Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Collins, Green, Head, January, 
Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, and 

Stamps—11. | 

Bill passed. 

An act legalizing the Records of Panola County, and creat- 
ing the same a part of the Records of Harrison. 

Was read athird time and passed. 

The resoiution calling on the President for information rela- 
tive toa correspondence, with the King of the Netherlands in 
relation to the} marriage of his daughter, also, to the birth of 
his son Sam. 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Lott, moved its reference to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Lost. 

Mr. Cazneau, offered the following amendment after the word 
“Sam” insert “also his wife and children i in the Cherokee na- 
tion.” 

Mr. Rowlett, moved its postponement until Tuesday next. 

Mr, Kendrick, moved its postponement until the first of 
June. 

. The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 

Ayes—-Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, 
Stamps, 'Truit and Ward—34. 

Nods -—-Mr. Rrwiett—1. Carried. ‘e is 

Mr. Doom, moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock, P. M.~ = 
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Mr, Green, moved to adjourn until Monday 10 o’clock, a. m. 

- The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows; 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Green, Head, January, 
Jones of Galveston, Kendrick—7. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland,{ Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis; Doom, - Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Henderson, 
Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonz., Lott, Maverick, Mont- 
gomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb Rowlett, 
Stamps, Truit and Ward-—2 8. Lost. 

- Mr. Doom, moved to adjourn until 3 o ‘clock, P. M. 

The ayes and'noes being called for thereon, ‘stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Doom,- "Edwards, Erath, Gram- 
mont, Green, Head, Henderson, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jonés of Gonzales, Lott, Maverick and Montgomery—16. 

- Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Cunéy, 
‘Darnell, - Davis, -Gage, Hoge, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, 
Ogden, ’ Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Truit and "Ward. —18. 

“Lost. 

Mr. Lott, moved to adjourn until 59 minutes after 2 o'clock. 

Lost. 

A resolution calling upea the Secretary of the Treasury for 
information relative tothe Direct Tax Assessment sirce 1836, 
&c.; was read a second fime. 

Mr. Henderson, offered tte followiug amendment, to wit: 

“And that the sum of five hundred doHars, be appropriated 
out ofany money in the Treasury, to employ an additional 
Clerk, to earry out the provisions of this resolution. 

Mr. Lott, moved the indefinite postponement of the resolu- 
tion and amendment, Lost. - a x ; 

Mr. Lott, moved to lay them on the table. - Lost. 

Quéstion on the adoption of the amendment: Lost. 

Question on the adoption of the resolution. Carried. 

On motion of Mr, Green, the House adjourned untl half past - 
2 o'clock, r. m. . 
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HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


TA met—roll called;quorum present. 

An act to incorporate the Cumberland “Presbyterian “Church 
of Clarksville, came up ow its second. reading. —, 

Mr. Bourland, moved totay it upon the table.. hn 

A, bill making. an appropriation therein named, came came upon 
its second reading with the report.of the Judiaingy Cormac, 
rg ommending: its indefinite postponement, vea report was 

fopeda and the billyrejected. a uii ‘os 
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A bill entitled an act regulating fees of office, eame up om iis 
second reading with the report of the judiciary committee, re- 
commending its rejection. 

Mr.. Darnell, moved to re-commit the bill to a select commit- 
tee. Carried. a 

Whereupon, the following Committee was appointed, to:wit : | 

Messrs. Darnell, Davis, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., 
and January. a 

On motion of Mr. Jasper, abill to be entitled: “An act to re- 
peal an act te amend the existing laws, in relation to proceed- 
ings in Courts of Probate, was taken up on its passage. 


The ayes and noes being callec for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit : 


Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hagler, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gal- 
veston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Means, 
Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Stamps, Truit 
and Ward-32. 

Noes—Messrs.. Speaker, Grammont, Green, Head, and Row- 
lett—65. l i 

Bill passed. | 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, a bill entitled: “An act to incor- 
porate the Cumberland Presbyterian Chureh of Clarksville,” 
was taken up. : “ 

Mr. Johnston moved to refer the bill to a seleet Committee. 

Carried. 

Whereupon the following Committee was appointed, to wit ~ 

Messrs. Johnstou, Rowlett, Rabb, Collins and. Ogden, 

A bill to amend the attachment laws, with the report of the 
Committee on the judiciary, recommending its rejection, was 
taken up. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption of the 
report, stood as follows, to wit: ` , 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 

Darnell, Davis, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, Head, Hen- 

derson, Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Og- 
den, Paschal, Philips, Stamps, and Ward—28. `. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Doom, Edwards, Erath, January, 
Lott, Rabb, and Truit—8s. 

Report adopted and bill rejected. , 

Mr. Stamps, moved a re-consideration of the vote “just taken- 
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The ayes aud noes being called for thereon, stood as follows; 
fo witt. 

eae er Barnatd, Edwards, ‘rath, Jan nary, Jasper; 
Lott, Rabb, Stamps, and Truit—9. i 

Noeg—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney; 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Gage, Green, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, “Jones of Galveston. Jones of Genz., 
Kendrick, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, 
Philips and Ward—27. 

Lost. 

A bill to be entitled . “An aet transferring a certain appropri- 
ation, made the 27th of January, 1842, for the redemption er 
son and nephew of J. Cox, was taken up on its second reacing 
and on motion, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A. bill for the appointment of Patrolis, came up on 1 its second 
reading, and on nrotion of Mr. Phillips, was laid upon the table. 

A bill to amend the Criminal Laws of the Republic of Texas, 
was taken up with the following amendment from me Commit 
tee on the Judiciary, to wit: 

First amendment :— 

In section 4th, twelfth line, after the word “ judge,” insert 
“upon application, in writing yof the District Attorney.” 

Adopted. ; 

Second amendment :— 

Strike ont the 5th section. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, moved the engrossment of thé bill: 

Mr. Green moved to insert TO where “three” occurs, ir 
the first section. | 

Adopted—and, on motion, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill to alter, in part, and define the northern boundary line’ 
of the county of Harrison, with the following amendment by 
the Committee on County boundaries, came “up on its second 
reading : - s 

First amendment :— 

. Beginning in the 6th line, Ist section, after the word “con- 
tinue,” strikeout “along the soutlr border or margin of said 
lake,” and insert “through and with the course of said lake,” 
centreing its waters, gc.” * 

“Adopted ; and, 3 

. On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to amend an act to reduce into one, and amend the 
several acts concerning executions, approved. Tth : Januaty, one 
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thonsand eight hundred and forty-two, with the following 
amendments from the Committee on the J udiciary, was taken 
up: — : 

“First amendment :— 

Strike oug the last eight and a half lines, in first section. 

adopted. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for on the engrossment of the’ 
bill stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Davis, Edwards, 
Brath, Grammont, Henderson, Hogs, Jasper, Johnston , Johnson, 
Jones of Gonz., Maverick, Paschal, ‘Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps, Truit and Ward—s21. 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Gage, 
Green, Head, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lott, Means, 
Montgomery z and Coeden—13. 

Carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

An act to amend an act for the regulating of the coasting trade, 
and the protection of 'Texian shipping, was taken up on its 
2d reading; and, 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, an act to repeal all laws now jin 
force, authorizing the President to form colonization contracts, 
and to forfeit such as have already been made, where the con 
ditions have not been strictly complied with, was taken up and 
read a first time. 

A bill to lay an impost duty upon tobacco, of a certain descrip- 
tion, with a substitute of the Committee on Finance, was taken 
up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, was ` laid upon the 
table. 

A bill to repeal so much of an act approved July 23d, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, entitled aa act to regu- 
late the collection of impost duties, came up on its second read- 
ing; and, 

On motion of Mr. Philips, was laid upon the table. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Richard West, deputy col- 
lector at the portof Labacca, came up on its 2d reading ; and 
on motion, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to repeal an act passed the 8th of January, 1841, res- 
pecting wreck-masters, came up on ifs 2d reading. .”. 

Mr. Green moved to lay the bill upon the table. . 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Galveston, the bill was referred to 
the select committee, consisting of Messrs. Jones of Seventon 
Green, Kendrick, Philips and Hagler. -+ ze Y 
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A bill to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitures shall 
be recoverable, was read a first time. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Bristow, was rerd 
a first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the times of hoidiug the 
courts in the first judicial district, was read a first time. ` 

A bill to be entitled an act to permit the administratrix of 
Neill Munn, deceased, to keep the property of said deceased to- 
gether, was read a first time. ~ 

A bill to authorize administrators, executors or guardians, to 
purchase property for the collection of debts in certain cases, 
was read a first time. 

An act to revive, in part, the duties on imposts, imposed by 
an act entitled an act altering the several acts to raise a public 
revenue by impost duties, approved 5th of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty, was read a first time. 

A bill sapplementary to an act, entitled the Statute of Limi- 
tations, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

A bill to repeal an act to create a board of medical censors, 
was read a second time. 

Mr. Ogden moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Lost, and the bill rejected. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bristow, originating in the 
House, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jasper, was laid upon the table. 

A bill better to define the duties of county clerks, was read a 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Joneigan Bird, was read a 
second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, was laid upon the table. 


x 


On motion of Mr. Truitt, the House adjourned until Monday 
morning, 10 o’clock. 
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Wasuineron Monday, 


January Ist, 1844. Pe 


ious met pnrsuant te adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Tne roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Davis, Edwards, Eratl.? 
Gage, Grammont, Green, . Head, Henderson, Hogg, January? 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and ‘Pratt, 

Quorum present. 


Mr. Rabb moved to strike from the journals, the resolution 
calling upon the President for correspondence with the King 
of the “Netherlands, in relation to the marriage of his daughter ; 
also in relation to the birth of his son Sam, with the amend- 
ment of Mr. Cazneau. 

Lost. 

Mr. Lewis presented the petition of citizens of Montgomery 
county, for a post-office ; which was referred to the Committée 
on Post-offices and Post-roads. 

Mr. Barnard presented. the petition of tans citizens of 
Texas; which was read; and, 

On motion of Mr. Bar nard, was referred to a select committee. 

Whereupon the following committee was appointed, to wit: 
Messrs, Barnard, Jones of Galveston, Means, Montgomery and 
„Doom. k 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, offered the petition of J: T. IS. Lo- 

a & throp ; ; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

į „Also the petition of A. J. Yates; which was read, and referred 

"4, to the Committee on the J udiciary. 

"Also the petition of sundry citizens of Galveston county, pray- 

f ing for the relief of midshipman Bryant; which was read, and 

- referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

tm The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads, -Joseph H, 
Barnard, chairman, made the following report, to wit: oe 
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Commirrexz-Room, 
29th Dec., 1843. 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Srra:—The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads have 
instructed me to report to your honor, that they consider, that 
the public interest requires that the Commissioner of the Gene- 

ral Land-office should have the franking privilege on all cor- 
respondence relating to tie affairs of his office, as fully as any 
other public functionary; and have instructed me to report a 


‘bill for that purpose. 
(Signed) JOSEPH H. BARNARD, 


Chairman 


COMMITTEE-ROOM, 
December 29, 1843. 
# 
The Select Committee, to whom was referred the report of 
the Commissioner of the General Latd-office have, also, 1n- 
structed me to say, to your Honor, that they concur 1n_ the fore- 


going report. . 
2 (Signed ) JOSEPH H. BARNARD, 
Chairman. 


Which bill was read a. first time. / 


The Committee on Education, James W. Henderson; Chair- 
man, to whom was referred a bill to establish and incorporate 
the Wesleyan male and female college of San Augustine, re- 
ported the same back to the House, with amendments, and re- 
commend its passage. 

Which report was read, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among'the orders of the day. 

The Select Committee, Joseph H. Barnard chairman, to 
whom was referred the report of the Commissioner ef the Ge- 
neral Land-oflice, made the following report, to wit: 


+ 


To the Hon. R. SCURRY, 
Speaker ofthe House of Representatives: 
f 
The Select Committee, to whom was referred the report ot 
the Commissioner-General of the Land-office, have exumined 
the same, and instructed me to report—that they find manitold 
o 
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and great evils connected with the system pursued in this coun- 
iry, of grantibg land, and the mode prescribed for having the 
grants surveyed and patented. Some of these evils have re- 
sulted from our peculiar situation as a young people—in a new 
country, aud haviug a hostile attitude to the Mexicans and In- 
diaus, Some evils have ariseu from not being able to enforce 
the laws which would have prevented them; and some, your 
committee are of the opinion, arise from the imperfection of 
certain Jaws, for which they have proposed a remedy by a new 
enactment, 

In so far as the detention of the archives at Anstin is con- 
cerned, your committee.would decline recommending any 
course, for the reason that, that matter is fully before the Hono- 
rable Congress, in all its bearings; and to their wisdom we 
cheerfully leave the result. l 

in regard to making out of county maps, your committee 
consider that, if the existing laws were complied with, and the 
different surveyors wake immediate and correct returns of their 
surveys, tnat tne General Land-office would be in possession of 
ail the information the surveyors could’ give, from which a 
draftsman could as readily plat a map, as to’ go in person to 
each of the counties, That many mistakes have occurred, and 
will occur, your commitiee are convinced; but they consider 
the correcting of them must be left, in a great measure, to time; 
when re-surveys, made in a more careful manner, and perhaps 
by more competent surveyors, will gradually remove all errors 
that have crept in. 

Yor committee would not, at this time’ recommend any al- 
teration of the land sections; (corresponding to counties) and 
in the present low state of the finances of the country, they con- 
sider it unadvisable to incur the expense incident to running 
out and marking the county boundaries. 

‘The laws respecting contracts of colouization, and also grant- 
ing lands to emigrants, are under the consideration of Con- 
gress: your committee would simply say, that they consider the 
lavish ipanaer fa which the public domain has beeu surveyed, 
has produced the most disastrous consequences to us as a na- 
tion, without producing any corresponding benefit to the sol- 
dier or the emigrant. “Phey hope all such laws will be re- 
pealed; and all portions of the public domain that may be left tò 
us, after satisfying the millions of claims upon it. be husbanded, 
so as. perhaps, at some future day, to become of some little be- 
nefit. ` . ~ O 
' Your Committee deem it inexpedient® for the Congress to 
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pass any laws respecting any titles to lands that have not been 
properly recorded: we consider that the laws now in force, 

respecting the recording of deeds, conveyances, &c., if enforeed, 
to bea imply sufficient. 

Your committee believe, that a uniformity of pr oceeding, by 
the several county surveyors, under the superintendance of the 
CommissionersGeneral, would have a very beneficial effect; 
they have, therefore, drawn up a bill for that and some other 
purposes, therein fully explained, of which they recommend the 
passage. 

Your committee would further beg leave to state, that on ex- 
amining the report of the Commissioner- General, they find it 
*drawn np with great care and ability ; that it displays much in- 
dustry, with a thorough knowledge of all the details of an ex- 
tensive aud complicated land system ; and although your com- 
mittee have found themselves differing ae the Commissioner- 
General, on some points, they feel bound to recommend his 
opinions to the notice of your honorable body, as those ofa 
talented and scientific man, formed after a patient research, and 
deliberate investigation ~-having a more familiar acquaintance 
with the subject than we.can pretend to. and while we, asa 
committee, ask to be discharged from further investigation. we 
would recommend, an attentive perusal, and calm considera- 
tion of his report, to every member of the Honorable Con- 
gress. 


Respectfully, 
; JOSEPH H. BARNARD, 
Chairman. 
Committee-Room, ? 
29th December, 1843. § m 


Which bill was read a first time. 


Mr. Rabb, by leave, introduced a bill to establish a standard 
of weights and measures. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to ameud and consolidate k law on the subject of public 
roads. 

. Which was read a first time. 

` Mr, January, by leave, introduéed a bill for the relief of per- 
sous who have furnished certain supplies for the public serv- 
ige. 

Which was read a first time. 
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Mr. Collins, by leave, introduced a ‘bill regulating fees of jus 
tices of ihe peace, in certain cases, 

W: Hen was read a first time. 

Mr Jones, of Galveston, by leave, introduced a bill to be en- 
‘tl da an act for the better security of mechanics and others, 
erecting buidiags in the city and county of Galveston. ’ 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Doom, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal so much of 
an act, entitled an act to raise a publie revenue by direct taxa- 
tion, as relates to licenses of merchants—approved the 5th of 
February, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Stamps, by leave offered a joint resolution for the relief ° 
of Mrs. Augelina D. Smith. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That by, and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, the two Houses of 
Congress will proceed to the election of a public printer, for 
the printing the laws and journals of the 8th Congress, on the 
Ath day ot January, at the hour of 11 o'clock; and that sealed 
proposals be received up to that time. ` 

Which was read, and laid upon the table one day for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to 
abolish certain offices therein named, and for other purposes. 

Which was read a first time. 

Also a bill to repeal the exchequer system, 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, by leave, offered the following reso- 
lution, to wit: 

Resolved, That a committee of three members ofthis House 
be appointed, to proceed forthwith to the city of Austin, to ex- 
amine into the condition of the records and archives of the Ge- 
` neral Land-office, and report the same to this House; and that 
said committee have power to take testimony respecting the 
saie—shouid they deemit necessary ; and that said committee 
be chosen by ballot. . 

Mr. Davis moved to lay the resolution upon the table. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows + 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Ed- 
wards, Head, Hogg, Lewis, Means, Person, Rowlett, Stamps 
and Troit--15. 


Log 


‘Noes-—-Messrs. Bourland, Doom, Cazneat’, Erath, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Hagler, Henderson, January, Johnston, Jobn- 
sou, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales. Kendrick. Lott, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb and: 
Ward—23. 

Lost. . . ae 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment, to wit: 

«Should the House be in session after that duty is performed; 
if not, they shall report to the President.” Adopted. 

E Mr. Darnell offered the following edna to witi 
«And that said committee shall report the true condition of 
ail the papers in said office.” 
` Mr. Stamps offered the following amendment to Mr, Dar- 
nell’s amendment, to wit: 
« And ascertain if any of the papers are lost or destroyed.” 
Rejected. 
Mr. Kendrick asked leave to offer an amendment to Mr. Dar- 
nells amendment. 
The Speaker, decided an amendment to an amendment out of 
order. = 
Mr. Henderson appealed from the decision of the Chair. 
The House sustained the Chair. 
Question on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Darnell. 
The ayes and noes being called for, stood as follows, to wit: 
Ayes—-Messrs. Barnard, a Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards; Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, 
Head, ' Henderson, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means Montgome- 
ry, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, ee and 
Truit—34. 
Noes—Messrs. Bourland; Johnston and Ward—3. 
Carried. . 
Question on the adoption of the resolution as amended. 
The ayes and noes being called for, on the same, stood as 
follows, to witt 
Ayes——Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Davis, Doom, 
Gaye, Grammont, Green, "Hagler, Henderson, January, John- 
ston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones‘ot Gonz., Kendrick, 
Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Pailips, “Rabb 
and Ward—25. 
Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, 
Head, Hogg, Lewis, Means, Person, AEE Stamps and 
l Truit—13. 
Adopted. : 


F 
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Sir. Philips agen to go into the election of the committee. 
Carried. 

Mr Davis moved that the nominees be voted for, all at the 
ame aa 

Pate: Paikps nominated Mr, Ogden. ' 

Mr. Green nominated Messrs. Lott and Grannnont. 

Mr. Hetiderson nominated Mr. Barnard, 

fhe following members voted for Mr. Ogden :=— 

iiessrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caznean, Collins, Cu- 
ney, Dar well, Davis, Doom, Edwards; Granunout, Green, Ha- 
gler, January, Jounston, Johnson, Jones of Galves ton, Jones of 
Gonzal es, Kendrick, Lewis, Maveriek, Means, Moutzomery, 
Paschal, Phil ips Rabb, Stamps, Truit and Ward—29 votes. 

Tie fol owing members voted for Mr. Lott :— 

Messrs. Baruard, Collins, Cuney, Davis, Edwards, Gage, 
Gram. ont, Green, Henderson, Hogg, Jones of Galveston, Lewis, 
Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips; tabb, Stamps and 
Trauit—2o votes. 

Tne following for Mr Grammonti— | 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourl.nd, Cazneau, Darnell, 
Doo.n, Gage, Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hoge. January, . lohu- 
ston, - Johnson, Jones ol ” Galveston, Jones of Gorzales, Ken- 
drick, Lewis, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb and Ward—27 votes. 

The following for Mr. Barnard :— 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Henderson, 
Hogg, January, Johaston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Ken- 
driek, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden,- Person, Stamps, Truit 

and Ward—26 votes. 

Messrs. Ogden, Grammont and Barnard | having received a 
majority of the votes, were declared duly elected said commit- 
tee, under the resol ution. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of an act for the relief of Parker S. Doss: 

Ou motion of -Mr. Paschal, Mr. Jannary was added to the 
Comittee on Post-offices and Post-roads. 

Ou motion of Mr. Puilips, tie House adjourued until three 
o'clock, .P. m: / 
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3 CLOCK, P. M. 
House met—roll called-—quorum present. 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
port :-— f 


Hon, R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Eugrossed Bills, have examiucd.a bill t 
be entitled an act to amend the criminal laws of the 2 Repu blic 
of Texas; also, 

An act to amend the 17th section of an act to reduce into 
one, and amend the several acts concerning executions, ap- 
proved January 27th, one thousand eight hundred aud forty- 
twojralso, 4 

A joint resolution for the relief of Richard West, deputy 
collector at the pert of La Vacca; also; 

An act to alter, in part, and define the northern boundary 
line of the county of Harrison ; also, 

A bill to be entitled an act transferring a certain appropria- 
tion, made 17th January, one thousand cight hundred and for- 
tyAwo, for the redènption of son and nephew of J. Cogg also, 

An aet to amend an act for the regulating of the coasting 
trade, and the protection of Texian shipping, and tnd the same 
correctly engrossed, 

. (Signed) WM. H. BOURLAND, 
-One of the Committee. 


~ 


Adopted. 


Mr. Erath, by leave, introduced a bill to amend the laws in 
relation to the appointment aud payment of district attorneys, 
&c.; whieh was read a first time: 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill requiring officers to 
number ballots, &c. 

Which was read a first time. 7 

Mr. Hogg, by leave, offered a joint resolution for the relief of 
Sarah N. Hubert. 

Which was read a first time. 


© Mr Ogden moved to suspend the rule, to place the bill on its 
second reading. l ‘y 


Lost, 


112 . # 
On motion of Me Le wis, the bill for the appointment of pat- 
rolls, wis taken np, aud placed among the orders of the day. 


kd 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. B 


A resolution, calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury for 
information in relation to the custom-house at Galveston, was 
read a second tine. 

The ayes aud noes being called for on ifs adoption, stood as 
follows : 
ssrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Col- 
jins, Culley, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, rath, Gage, 
Grammont, Hogs, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones 
of Gonz, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, 
Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Trait—32, 

Noes— Messrs. Head and Henderson—2. ~ 

Resolution adopted. 

An act to amend an act for the régulation of the coasting 
trade, and the protection of Texian shipping, on its third read- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Galveston, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill placed upon its second reading. 

Ongmotion, the_bill was referred to a select committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Jones of Galveston, Davis, Head, Kendtick 
and Ward. 

An act to alter, in part, and define the northern boundary 
line of the county of Harrison, was read a third time, and 
passed. : -ao 

A bill to be entitled an act fransferring a certain appropria- 
tion made the 17th January, 1842, for the redemption of son 
and nephew of J. Cox. 

Read a third time, and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Richard West. deputy. col- 
lector at the port of Labacca. was read a 3d time. anil passed. 

An act to amend the 17th section of am act to, reduce.into: 
one, and amend the several acts concerning executions’ ap- . 
proved 27th of January, one thousand eight hundr ad atid forty- 
two. oe 

Read 3d time. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for on the passage of thal, 
stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bou rland, ‘Caldwell, Davis, Doom, 


a 
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Hdwatds, Haath, Grammont, Henderson, aie Jobnston, Jon 
zoh, Jones.of Gonzales, Lewis, Lott, Ogden Person, Philipas 
Rabb, Truit and Ward—21. 

Noes— Messrs. a Caznean, Collins, Caney, Darnell, 
Head, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, ‘aia Mets: Pas- 
chat, Rowtett:and Stamps—13. a a i 

The bill passed. Seba ee 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the aal is of pie 
as wine of Texas, was read a third time, aud passed... 

A bill for the appointment of patrolls, cathe up on ‘its 2d" dey 
ing, with amendments of the Committee on the J udeng. 

First amendment :— 

Seorion 10. Be it further enacted, That any eT sont . in- 
terested,in any of the forfeitures of this act, shali be" a compe- 
tent witness in any suit, for aly of the said forfeitures. . 

Adopted. 

Second amendment:—. : 

Secrtonw 11. And be it further enacted, That herea it 
shall not he lawful for any slaye.or slaves, to carry frearigg os 
othendendly weapons—except in the presence of his owner, ox 
owners, or some other white person, under whose; i a he 
may be for the time; such arms, when found in the) poss $ ah 
of any slave or slaves, not ın the presence of his ow ney Graat c 
other white person, as aforesaid, shall or may be take Miby 
person, from any such slave or slaves; andéall- such Fs a 
weapons. shall be forfeited, to- the conpty: iw which the Waster 
of-the slave Gr “slaves May reside: provided, nevertheless. that 
- ary such firearnis, or other dendly weapons, may - Dewes claime 
by the owner thereof, ou: paying two-thirds of the yalue theregh, 
to the chief justice ‘of the county ;eourts,.anechals of whieh 
shall be paid to the person or persons who may have taken the 


i 
atte 


E 


same, and the other half into. the county treasury. |. =», 
Adopted. , ae yr re, sages ee 
Third amendment :— ais) oo. Sh ane se 


“Sevrton 12: And be it Surther enadied, ,"Khiat any. white 
pergon or gersons, or free persons of color, who shall. pldi 
cards, or anyother game at hazard, with any slave of aliens 
shall; on colviction thereof, réceive fifty dashes on- his base 
back; and shall be fined in the sum of not more than one huns.. 
dred; "and. not’ less- than fifty dollars—at the. discretion of the 
court. l ; i 
: Adopted. <i 
. .Pourth-ame EA ir - , i 3 
Suomio 18. And be i sth hata oath ti 


_ 
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_ tion of an act, entitled an act concerning slaves, approved Feb- 
ruary 5th, one thousand eight hundred and forty, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed. l 

Adopted. a ’ l l 

Mr. Philips offered the following amendment, to wit: | 

Insert after * military duty,” in first section, “iw the county . 
ef Montgomery.” . , 

Rejected. > . l 

Also, the following amendment: 

Insert after “military duty,” in seetion first—‘except the 
counties of Refugio and Victoria.” ar 

Rejected. 

~ Mr. Ogden offered the following amendment — 

«That Jefferson county be entirely exempt from all the pro- 
visions of this act.” a? 

Rejected. . 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill and amendments were 
laid on the table. : 

_ An act to authorize the sheriff of Rusk county to collect the 
state and county tax of saitl cpunty, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two, and fer other purposes, with 
amendments from the Committee on Finance, eame up on its 
2d reading. . | E 


Ping amendment :— 


Section 3. Be it further enacted, That the county of Rusk 
shall assume the payment of the liabilities of Nacogdoches, 
incurred daring the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty two, to the citizens of Rusk county, for jury services; and 
the county tax of said county shall be so applied by the proper 
officers. o 

Adopted. 

Mr. Hogg offered the following amendment, to wit: 


Be it further enacted, That the treasurer of Rusk county 
shall pay all the claims against the county of Nacogdoches, 
holden by the citizens of Rusk county; and the cotinty of Na- 
eogdoches is hereby released from any claim holden by any 
eitizen of said Rusk county. - 


The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption of the 
amendment, stood as follows, to wit: 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Doom, Edwards, Erath, 
vHead, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Person, Philips, Stanips, Truit 
and Ward—T14. ae ee ee ee ee 


> 
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Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Davis, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz, Kendrick, Maver- 
ick, Means, or. “Paschal and Rabb—21. 

Rejected. ` 


w 


Mr. Hogg offered the following amendment, to wit ` 


Be it further enacted, That the treasurer of Rusk county: 
shall pay off the claims against Nacogdoches county, holden by 
the citizens of Rusk county, as long as he. has any of the pro- 
ceeds of the taxes of one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two, on hand. l os 


Adopted: 
On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was aioe to be engrossed. 


A bill requiring sheriff of Rusk county to collect, and pay 
over to the sheriff of Nacogdoches county, the faxes due from 
the citizens of Rusk county, not paid in one thousand eight 
‘hundred and forty-two, with the report from the Committee on 
Finance, recommending its rejection, was taken up; and,_ 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, was laid upon the table, . 

A bill for the. permanent location.of the seat of government, 
was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the - 
State of the Republic. 

Mr. Edwards, by leave, introduced a bill for. the permanent 
dJocation of the seat of government of the Republic of Tamas, by 

ithe citizens thereof; which was read a first time. 
- Mr. Davis moved the suspension of the rule. 

‘Lost. > 

A bill entitled an act establishing” a ferry at the west-end af. 
Galveston Island, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Green, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a resolution for the adjournment of 
‘Congress on the 22d of January, was read a first time, and laid- 
‘upon the table one day, for consideration. 

- An act to prevent physicians’ bills, in-cases of last sickness, 
from being allowed as privileged or preference claims, was real. 
a second time, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House asjontnge until 1Q 
‘o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


if 


Ka Wasurnoron, TUESDAY, Jan. 2d, 1844, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

Prayer izy the chaplain. 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: ` 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins; Darnell, Doom; 
Edwards, Eráth, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, Jobuston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Kerdrick, Lott, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Row- 
lett, Truit and Ward. 
, A quoram present. 

The Journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted. ` 

Mr. Barnard, asked leave to'be excused from going to Aus- 
tin as one of the Committee tò examine the archives of the 
General Land Office. . 

On mott n of Mr. Caznean, a call of the House was had, anc 
the Sergeant-at-arms was dispatehed for absent members. ` 

The Sergeant-at- -arms returned with Mr, Grammont. - 

There being a full House, a further eall was dispensed with. 

Question on Mr. Barnard’s being exeused, 

The ayes and noes being called for stood as follows , to witz 

:Ayeg—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Collins, Caney, ‘Darnell, 
Davis. Adwards, Head, Her nderson, Hogg, Johnston, Lewis, 


Lott, Means, Ogden, Person, Rowlett, Stamps, Fruit and Ware 


—20. 
Noes——Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Erath, - Jane 
e Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnson, Jones of Galves- 


ton, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick,. Montyomety, 


Paschal, Philips aud Rabb—18. 

Carried, and Mr. Barnard excused. 

The Speaker presented acommunication from Mr. S. L. J onan 
which was read. Also, 

A commumeation from the Hoh L. 8: Hagler, whieh was al- 
so read, 

-On motion the E were laid on the teie unti 
the arrival of Mr. Jones. 

- Mr. Rowlett presented the following’ Pretest, “to wit: 


Mr. SPEAKER, 
In view of the violent manner in which the rights of the peo- 


- ple of this country have been outraged by a separation of ea 


a 


HF 


Government from its archives, I cannot give iny asséut (ô ahy 
measure which may have a tendency to do injnstice to either of 
the parties at issue on the subject, nor can | let pass without 
my protest a bill to be entitled, an act requiring the Executive 

and Heads of Departments to retntn to the seat of Government, 
for the reasons, that it is in direct violation of the € ‘oustitution 
of this Republic, tat the right of permanently establishing the 
seat of Governinent of this “Rednblig has never been dele: gated 


+ 


‘to any department ‘thereof, but reserved to the people; that the 


law declaring the seat of Government to be located at ‘Austin, is 
unconstitutional, enacted by Congress under authérity grasped 


-and wielded, int not delegated by the people; of this Govern- 


ment, to the engendering “of discord, anarchy and confusion.— 
Wher efore, I protest against the passage of said bill, and each 


provision thereof. 
D. ROWLETT. 


"Fhe Solas on the Judiciary, William E: Jones, ghair- 
inan, to whom was referred a bill su pplementary to the statute of 


_ limitations, repotted the same back to the House,’ aud recom: 


mended its passage, wi:ith report was received abd bill-laid up- 
on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. ‘Also, — 

To whorti was referred an act supplementary to an act con- 
ceruing rents, reported the same back to the House with: atr ame 
endment, and recommend its passage, which report Was receiv- 
ed and bill laid ypon the table, to'come up among the ongers of 
the day. Also, 

To,whont was referréd a bill for the revision and ¢odification 
of the laws of Texas, repor ted the same back to the, House, and 
feconimended the rejection of the bill, which report was receiv- 
ed and bill laid upon the table to come up among the orders of 
the day. . 

The Committee on Finance, James eee Johnston, dae 
to whom was referred a bill- to be entitled an act to makean ap- 
propriation for the salaries of District Attorneys ; reported the 
same batk*to' tlie House, and recommended its passage Also, 

To whom was referred a bill making air apptdptiation for 

carrying the mails until the first of March; one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-four, reported the same baek to the, House 
and récammended its passage. which report was received’ and 


3 þill laid upon the table to come up among the ordei of the 
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day. 
l HAI Comnittes 6h County ‘Poittdariss, Win.’ H Bouzland, 


chairman, to whom was referred wo several petitions Of. thie 
citizens of Washuigeon i relativélte the’ Gie uF the 


; 
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County Seat of suid County; reported the same back to the 
Honse and recommended its rejection, which report was read 
and, 

‘On motion of Mr. Erath, re-committed to a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Erath, Stamps, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick 
and Paschal. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, Mr. Hogg, chair- 
man, to whom was referred a bill for the reliefof Robert Pace ; 
reported the same back to the House and recommended its pas- 
sage, which réport was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come.up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee ‘on engrossed bills A. H. Philips, chairman. 
made. the following report, to wit: 

“That they had examined an act authorizing the Sheriff of 
Rusk County to collect the State and County tax of said County 
for one thousand eight hundred and forty two, and for other 
purposes ; and find the same correctly engrossed”, which report 
was adopted. 

The committee on enrolled bil Is, S.A. Maverick, chairman, 
reported that they had examined the following bills, and found 
the same correctly enrolled, to wit: 

An act supplenentary to an act entitled. “An act. creating 
the County of Rusk.” 

An act Supplementary to an act entitled. “An act to desig- 

nate the Southern boundary of Lamar County, and for other 
purposes, appreved December 26th, 1842,” and 

An act for the relief of Parker S. Doss; the same having 
deen signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and President ofthe Senate, and were on yesterday presented to 
his Excellency the President for his approval ; which report 
was adopted. n 

Mr. Jones, of Gonz., by’ leave, introduced a joint resolution 
før the relief of the heirs of captain Robert Oliver. 

Which was read a first time. - 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the: 
telief of José Casiano. 

Which was read a first time.+ 

Mr. Erath, by leave, introdnced a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of ] Minute-men, created Feb. 4th, one thoysund eight hun- 
‘dred and forty-one. 

Which was read a first time. ; 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of L. ©. Stanley. . 

Which was reada Isttime. ~“ =- a. N 


* 
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Mr. Paschal, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate the ives of 
Connty Clerks in certain cases. 

Which was reada first time. l 

Mr. Cuney, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the per- 
manent location of the County seat of Austin County. 

Which was read a first time. =y 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
2nd time and, referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Cuney, Means, Rowlett, Montyomery and Edwards. 

Mr. Gage, by leave, ‘introduced.a bill to be entitled: “An act 
to extend the time for the payment of Direct Taxes now due 
froni the citizens ofthe Republic, and for other purposes. 

` Which was read a first time, 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, the House went into secret session. 

Secret session being over the doors were again opened,-and 

On motion of Mr, Green, the House adjourned until 3 o’elock 
P. M. 


' THREE O'CLOCK. P. M. 


we 


House met—roll ¢alled—quorum present, 

Mr. Davis moved that the House go into the election of a 
Commissioner to fill the vacancy occasioned by the excuse of 
Mr. Barnard. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a call of the House was had. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, Mr. Cuney was excused from at- 
tendance on account of illness. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a further call of the’ House was 
suspended, ~ 

Mr. Davis then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, presented the petition of Caroline John- 
son. 

Which was réad_and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Caldwell, presented the petition of Joseph Weeks, 

Which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


+ 


l ORDERS OF THE DAY. ~ 
On motion of Mr. Barnard, a joint resolution, making appro- 
priations for carrying the mails until the first of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-four, was taken upon. its 2d 
‘reading, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended. bill-vead 
a third time and passed. 


+ 
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An ast anthorigiug the Sherk? of Rusk County to collect tha 
state and County Tax of Said County for the yeat one thous- 
anl cient hundred and forty-two, and for other purposes. 

Was read a third time aad passed. 

bill te establish and ineorporate the Wesleyan Male and 
“emale College of San Augustine, came up on its second read- 
ids, with the report of the Committee on E ducation, recommend 
ine an amendm ent, to wH. p 

Annex to the Wih section . “and that tite mnnaeenent and 
econtrolt of the said < ‘ollege shall be subject to any directory en- 
aetmont that Congress may pass, and to the Congress óf this 
Republie is re served the rigat at discretion of appointing Com- 
anittees or visitors to said College, who sball have Tree ACCESS 
to the premises,” 

Mr. Lewis, affered the following amendment to the above 
amendmetit : : 

«And that said Committee shall be permitted to visit said.es. 
- tablishment, and if it has reasons to believe that the powers 
granted said establishment have been transcended, then, in that 

case, they shall give information thereon to the Circuit Conrt 
of the County in which said institution is situate, and the 
judgemént of said Court had thereon; and if-it be adjudged , 
that the said powers have been transcended, then in’ that case, 
the charter of said institution shall be declared ee 4 

Which ‘amendment was’ adopted. : 

Mr. Henderson, moved the previous question. 

Lost. 

Question on the adoption of the amendment of the Commit- 
tee, as amended by Mr. Lewis. 

The ayes and noes being callett for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: . 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, * Barnard, Bourland, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, Hogg, Johuston, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, ‘Lott, 
Means, Paschal, Person, Rabb. Stamps, Troit and Ward-—24. 

Noes— Messrs. Caldwell, Collins, Hagler. Head, Henderson, 
January, Johuson, Maverick, Philips, and Rowlett—10. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Henderson moved its reference to a select committee. 

Lost, 

Mr: Henderson, then moved to lay the bill upon the table: 

Lost. at 

Mr. Henderson, then offered the following m a 
to witi me prh, 


5 
f 
t 
; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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; Wh ever ‘is words “fifty years” appear, insert aten years. à 
E Ko owlett, nioved the previous question, 
_ “Question :’Shall the main question be now put ? 
- Was put and carried. 
Mr. Henderson, moved a call of the House. . 
Lost. 
The main question—shall the bill be now’ engrossed? was 
ut. 
P The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 
, ‘'Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Darnell, Davis, 
‘Dooin, Edwards, Brath, Gage, Green, Hagler, ‘Johnston, Johh- 
soù, Jones of Gonzales, "Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, 
-Lott, Maveérick, Means, ` Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps, Truit and’ Waid. 27, 
Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Collins, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
and January—6. . 
Bill ordered to be engrossed. 
‘A bill to repeal an act regulating sales by judgment or decree 
of Probate Court, &c., was read a second’ time, and referred ‘to 
‘the Committee on the Judiciary. 
“A. thessage: was received from the ‘Senate informing the 
` House of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 
‘A bill to be entitled: “An act-to prevent the retailing ot spiri- 
tuous liquors in quantities less than one quart.” 
A bill to be entitled;.-‘An act to relinquish the title of ‘the 
Government to two lots in the town of Quintana.” 
„Arbill to be- entitled : “An:.act- to regulate the tonnage on 
~ steam packets and | 
A. bill to enforce the. collection of costs.in the Supreme Court 


er w7 


_ of the Republic. 


A message was received fr@in the President, through his pri- 


vate Secretary. W. D. Miller, in writing, which 
On motion of Mr. Davis, was read, to wit. 


Executive. DEPARTMENT, ,? 
WASHINGTON, January ist, 1844. 


ae 


To the Honorable House of Representatives: 


The President regrets that the’ press of business has: ien 
stich since the.’ receipt of the resolutions ot your Boporable 
Body of the 22d as as to preclude: him -fidma -aii — 
sponse. - Sond 

Q PF 
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‘This call for informatioa is so eneral that it would’ nicessa. 
rily embrace a traviscript of sso the, enti re carrespondence of 
the Department of State. "The labor to be performed In acy 
c rduice with it would be impracticable within the probable du 
r tion of the present session of Congress, but the Executive has 
_ ofier reasons. for oon-compliance.- 

‘The sul jects to which the resolutions refer, are nearly all 
pending with the various governments, and a disclosure of any 
portion ofthem, might work infinite mischief with the interests 
of ‘Texas. For this government to give publicity to the cor- 
respondetice af other nations who have each their peculiar 
-views and interests to advauce, would bea betrayal on the part 
_ of this gover amentof good faith towards them, and would in the 

opinion of the Executive, be sufficient. grounds for any or all 
af ti rem to withdraw thelr agents accredited to this goverument, 
“and break off all correspondence with us as a nation. Sucha 
course ou the part, of this government would be unexampled in 
the histary of international intercourse, and no possible good 
could result irom it, but every possible evil, 


Had a discretion been left with the Executive as to what he 
woukl deen: prudent to communicate to Congress, the case 
would have been different. In all calls for information, it is 
- usual with deliberate bodies to defer something to the judge- 

ant and discretion of the Executive, as to what might by its 
promulgation oper ate either beneficially or prejudicially. to the. 
couutry. 

Tf the language of the resolution is not in- accordance “with 
this custom “and a very important pointis omitted, that ofthe 
Presideut’s discretion. he is nêt nevertheless dist csed to make it 
ground of objection, as none but the President with tis Cabinet 
cau know and judge of these miters, they are properly referred 
to him, until such time as they may have -became sufliciéntly 
matured to be submitted to the constitutional action “df the 


Senate. 


By requiring a copy of the: corresponder nee of this govern — 
ment, other nations might suppose that Congress had no confi: 
dence in the discretion or judginent of the Eixecutive, The 
Executive, however, entertains uo such opinion of the motives 
of the House, because they could not intend against him any 
derogation as an individual, and because any indignity offered 
to his official station, would equally degrade the country and- 
themselves, while the Chief Magistrate might remain -un. 
seathed. ~ 
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Gur national character and standing are to be regulated by. 
the official correspoiidence of its funtionaries :—v hile our’ ‘per- 


~ gonal worth must be determined by prop er “demesitior® and mo- 


fal bearing. Intelligence in the funetiotiaries of government, is 


. the very ER of aual character, 


The Eixecntive feel’ so perfectly assured. that the framers of. 
the Constitution in depositing the treaty making power with 


- the Senate, left with him the sole. power of conducting and con-, 
i trolling our national E that even àpart from ne-. 


| cessary policy and wisdom, he could not permit the correspon- 


dence of foreign powers to be promulgated. He assures the 
honorable House, t that he would be happy to affo:d any informa- 
tion in his power, that might evable. them to act advisedly in‘ 
the business of legislation, yet he cannot believe that by attemp- 


: ting to comply with these Tesolutions, he ‘could afford them the 
` slightest facilities. He has not failed in his annual mes sage to 
comply with his privilege under the Constitution of giving such 


information, and recommend such measures as he deems: it. his 
duty to do. «In that communication he presented. such matters | 


' and in such terms as he conecei ived he ‘should, and had he behev-. 


‘ed it subservient to the public interest, to divulge the nati nal 


_ correspondence, he would have done so, without a call, -ever 
_ ready as he is tgaid the Congress in the discharge of its Cuties; » 
_ but never willing te-wound the country or compromise its in- 


_ every subject embraced in the correspondénce of the Govèrn- 


terests or honor. 

He desires to afford every possible opportunity to the aa: 
vancement of our national prosperity ; and whilst he reserves 
to himself the unqualified right of with: nolding from publication 
alt matters of national, correspondence, until the negociations on 
hand shall have terminated, he nevertheless assures the honora- 
ble House, that if they desire information on the subject of our” 


foreign correspondence, the honorable Speaker of the Honse, 


accompanied by the Chairman did members of the Commiftee 
on Boreign Relations, will be received at the State ea. 


at any time wheu the head of that Depaftment has leisure, and ? 


they can obtain all the information they desire upon any and ` 


ment about which they may ‘think proper to- engage, 

This conrse is suggested by the Executive because there are 
papers in that Department. the publication of which might ope? 
Fate most prejydicially to this, as to every country, ‘and greatly 
disoblige those. in corresponderice with.us ; and though their 
publication may be proper at some, future day when our mi- 
tional existence is established upon a firm basis; andthe Sveti: 


- 


pel 


rer ni w 
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now passing shall havé received the seal of time, that period has . 
not yet arrived. ‘The Executive is also admonished by a re- 

cent publication in newspapers, that communications made to 

the honorable Congress, under the seal of secrecy are liable to 

receive publicity without the seal of secrecy having been first. 
removed. Hence he is the moré anxious.to preserve the inter- 

ests of the nation from being subject to the great prejudice 

whieh perfidy and faithlessness to official injunctions might en- 

tail upon them. —- ; SAM HOUSTON. 


On motion of Mr, Caldwell, the message was referred to.the 
- Committee on Foreign Relations, 
. A bill making the town of Jasper in the County of Jasper, the 
legal County Seat ; was read a second time, and - , 
On motion of My. Doom, was referred to the eommittee ol 
County Boundaries. 


Mr. Kendrick, moved that one thousand copies. of the Presi- 

dent’s message, just received, and the resolutions calling on him 
' for information, be printed for the use of this House. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr. Boom, was added to the 
Committee on County Boundaries. © + l 

A. bill to amend and repeal so much of an aet to regulate fees 
of office as relates to District Attorneys, approved January 18th, 
1842, 

Was read a second time: 


Mr. Henderson, moved its engrossment. l 
On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill was referred to the Commit- 


tee on the Judiciary. re 7 . ae 
A bill supplementary to an act to locate a road from Washing- 
ton to the Sabine River, was readga second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Davis, was referred to a seleet committee 
consisting of Messrs. Davis, Lewis, Doom, Henderson and Jolm- 


ston. 
A joint resolution for the relief of Charles Powers, was read a 


second time, and ` 
On motion of Mr. Henderson, was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Henderson, Jones of Galveston, 


Ward, Lewis and Edwards. . 

A bill to amend the third section of an act to extend to. late 
emigrants, a donation of land, &c., approved January 18th, one” 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, was read a seepnd ” 


time; and, 3 
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On motion of Mr; Erath; referred to the Comnnittec on Pablie 
Lands. 
A bill to admit into the. Republie, free of duty, certain articles 
‘therein named, was read a second time; and, 
On motion of Mr. Darnell, referred to the Committee on F1- 
mance. | 
A bill to repeal, in part, an act therein named, was Fead w 
second time; and, 
' On motion of Mr. Barnard, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
A bill regulating fees of office, was read a second time; and, 
On motion of Mir. Jones, of Gonzales, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
A bill entitled an act to establish mail-routes therein nae 
was read a second time; and, 
Qn motion of Mr. Davis,- vag referred tq the Committee or 
Post-offices and .Post-roads. 
A joint resolution for the re-organization and reliefof Refu- 
gio county, was read a second time; and, 
On motion of Mr, Philips, ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill to be entitled, an act further to amend the proceedings 
in civil suits, was read a second time; and, 
On motion of Mr. Caldwell, referted to the Committee on ae 
Judiciary. 
An act to establish a post-office at Anahuac, in Liberty coun- 
ty, was read a second time. 
Mr. Davis moved to lay the bill upon the table for the pre- 
sent. < 
Carried. 
A joint resolution for the relief of L. S. Hargous, of the city. 
of Vera Cruz, was read a second time ; and, 
On motion of Mr. Green, was ordered to be engrossed; rule 
. suspended, bill read a third time. 
The ayes and noes being called for on the final passage of the - 
, bill, stood as follows, to wit: my 
Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Head, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones éf 
Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Pas. 
chal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett , Stamps, Truit and Ward—34ł, 
Noes—Méssrs. Speaker, Edward: and Means—3. 
Carried, and joint resolution passed, 
Mr. Stamps hore: ‘to: adjouen- until 10 dody tomorrow 
moriing:: i SETTI 
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‘Whe ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows: 
fo wit: ; 
_ Ayes—Messrs Speaker; Green, Hagler, Head, Montgomery, 
Philips, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—9. l 
Noes——Messrs, Barward, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
tings, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hencersony. 


Hogg, Johaston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonza- , 


les, Kendrick, Lewis, Lotty Maverick; Means, Paschal, Rabb 
and Truit--26. 
Lost. 


oe 


Ou motion ot Mr. Davis, agbill to establish æ post-office at 


Anahuae was taken up. p , 
Mr. Henderson moved to adjourn until LO o’cloek, to-morrow 
morning. 
Lost. 


Mr. Davis offered the following substitute for section third: 


Be it further enacted, That said mailis to be transported 
free of expense to the Government, éxcept the proceeds of the 
post-office at Anahuac, which is hereby appropriated for that 
purpose, 

Adopted: | ae eee 

Qn motion of Mr. Davis, the bill was ardered to be engrossed. 

Mr, Davis movéd to adjourn until half-past 9 o'clock, tomor- 
row morning. l 

Lost. - l l 

Mr. Caldwell moved to adjowrn until 10 o clock, to-morrow 
morning, a 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, Mr. Davis was added to a select 


+ 


committee, to whom was referred a bill concerning deceased 
persons’ estates. 3 


~ 


Mr. Henderson moved to adjourr until 7 o’clock, P. m. 

Lost, 

Mr. Caldwell moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


Lost? 


Mr. Lott moved to adjourn until half-past 9 o'clock, to-mor- 


row morning, 
Lost. $ . f Per 
Mr. Henderson moved to adjourn until 7 o'clock, pem. 
Lost: f : =: 
Mr. Davis offered the following resolution, to wits: - 


Resolved, That whenever this House adjourn, after the sve~. 


# 


as 
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ning session, H shall stand adjourned until 9 o’clock, 4. m., of 
the next morning, — 

Which was tead and laid upon the table one day, for consid- 
eration. 


Mr. Barnard offered the following resolution ; 


Resolved, That it shall be a standing rule of this House, that 
after a ination for adjournment shall Dar been negatived, when 
the ayes and noes shall have been called, it shall be incompetent 
for any meniber to move an adfeurnment for the space of one 
honr; and whenever such motion shall Ifive been negatived 

. without the call for the ayes and noes, no person shall move 
an adjournment for the space of half an hour, 


Which was read and laid upon the table one gay, for eonside- 
ration, 


A bill to repeal the tariff, and declare the ports of Texas TA 
was read a second time; and, - | 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

A bilhto admit to record, deeds, ‘conveyances, &c., made in 
{foreign countries, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, was referr ed to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A-bijl regulating elections, was read a secon and, 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, referred to the Committee on 
Pr ivileots aud Elections. 

A bill to prevaut smuggling. was read a second time; and, 

Ou motion of Mr. Caldwell, referred to the Committee on 
Finance. / 

| bill for the relief of A. B. ‘Shelby, was a a second time; 
and, 

On nition of Mr. Jones, of Galveston, was referred to a se- 
lect committee, consisting of. Messsrs. Jones of Galveston, Jones 
of Gonzales, Henderson, Darnell and Caldwell. ; 

j A-bill to fix the curreney in which fines and ferfeitures shgll 
Be recoverable, was read a second time; and, 
} Qn mation of ‘Mr, Henderson, referred to the Committee on 
‘Judic'ary. * 
; On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
! an morning, 10.0 betas 


* 
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WASHINGTON, WitpNespay, 
January 3d, 1844. 


“he House met pursnant to adjournment, 

‘I'he Roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: . l 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Brath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, John- 
ston, Johnson, Jones of Galteston, Jones of Gouzal es; Kend- 
rick, Lewis, Lott,*Maveric:, Means, Paschal, Person, Phillips, 
Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Tr wit and Ward. 

A Quorum present. . 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

‘The journals of the preceding day read and ador ted. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, offered the petition of John S. Syd- 
nor; which, 

On motion, was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs, Jones of Galveston, Green, Henderson, Davis: and Lew- 
is; also, 

The petition of A. B. Shelby: which- was read, and referred 
` tothe Committee on the Judiciary. 
~ The Committee on Finauce, James H. Johnston, Chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Win. Ward, re- 
ported the ‘same back to the House, and recommended its re~ 
commitment to the Committce on Claims and Accounts.. 

Also, to whom was referred a bill making an appropriation, 
of one thousand dollars for printing, reported the same baek to 
the House, with an amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Also to whom was referre a bill to amend, and. repeal, “in 
part, at act supplementary to an act to raise a-revenue by im- 
post duties, approved January 27th, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-two; also, 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the tariff, and dalai the 
ports of Texas free ; also, 

m A bill to adinit inte the Republic, free of duty, certain’ arti- 
cles, reported a substitute for all of said bills. 

- Which reports were received and bills laid upon the: table, £0 
come np among the orders of the day. 

. The Committee on County Boundaries, Wm. H. Bourland, 
Chairman, to whom was referred a bill; entitled an act making 
the town of Jasper, in the county of Jasper, the legal county 
Seat, reported the same back to the House, and recommended. 
its passage. 
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Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among ine orders, of the day. 

The Committee! on Public Printing. Elisha E. Lott, Ghair- 
man, made the following report, to wit: 


_ To the Hon. R. Scurry, ; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Committee on Printing, tg whom was referred a resolu- 
tion of the House, instructing the committee to examine and 
compare the original and pr inted copies of the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and report to the House, what errors 
are attributable to the printer, and what to the Secret ary of the 
Treasury and his clerks; and. also, the measures proper for tle 
House’ to take respecting the same, beg leave to report— 

That they have examined. and compared, the ‘original and 
printed copies, and find the following errors of the printer, viz: 
, On page four, where the original designates the'number of 
quarters for which retutrs have been made from the various 
custom-houses, the printed copies have *3d” for » 3°— first” for 

“one,” and “second” for «two;” thereby, conveying the im- 
pression that the return embraces only a particular quarter, in- 
stead of a number of quarters: and ov page ten, tairty-first of 
Jawy, one thousuad eight hundred and forty-three,” is printed, 
where it should be “third January; one thousand eight hun- 


dredʻand forty-three.” 
They find the following error attributable to the clerk of the 


Department, viz :— 

On page five, the aggregate of pieci merchandize is stated 
at “twelve thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven dollars 
and forty-five cents,” where it should-have been “fourteen thou- 
sand eight hundted and ninety-seven dollars, and forty-five 
cents.” 

The committce have detected no other errors, on the part of 
either the printer or clerks, exc ept ‘those above- mentioned, . 

The committee would remark that, in the statistical table, on 
page five, the printer has omitted the proper divisional lines 
between the columns of figures, which gives it a confused ap- 
pearance, and renders it not so read l7 intelligible. 

The committee are of opinion, teat the errors cn the part of 
the printer, are not sneh as to jusiify the House in refusing 
to comply with the contract ior printing., me de by the select 
committee, and recommend no further particular action upon 

R . ee 
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the matter, by the House; and ask to be discharged from the 
the further consideration of the business. 
ELISHA LOTT, 
Chairman Committee on Pub. Printing. 
2d January, 1844. 


Which report was adopted. 


x 


The Committee on Claims.and Accounts, Joseph L. Hoge’ 
Chairman, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of John W. Smith, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended the adoptidn of the first section thereof, and 
the rejection of the second. 

Which report was received, and the bill laid upon the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, A. H. Philips, Chairman, 
reported, that they had examined an aet to establish a post-office 
at Anahuac, in Liberty eounty ; also, 

A joint resolution for the relief of L. S. Hargons, of the city 
of Vera Cruz; also, 

A joint resolution making an appropriation for earrying the 
mails until the Ist of March, one thousand eight Hundred and 
forty four; also, 

A joint "resolution for the re- -organization and relief of the 
county of Refugio, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Which report was adopted. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, William E. Jones, chair- 
man, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to pre- 
scribe the mode of settling the claims of creditors of the estates 
of deceased persons, in certain cases, reported the same back.to 
the House, with an amendment, and. recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of ihe day. 

The Select Committee, Thomas J. Green, chairman, to whom 

was referred the petition of R. J. W. Reel. ‘administrator of the 
succession ef Henry Person, deceased, reported a bill, and te- 
commended its passage. 

Which bill was read a first time. 

The select committee, John M. Lewis, Chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled, an aet regulating the disposi- 
tion and settlement of deceased. -persons estates, reported a sub- 
stitute. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, Thomas J. Green, Chairman, to whom 
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was referred the petition of John Trussell, reported a bill, and 
recemmended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill read a first time. =. 
The select committee, Jos. H, Barnard, Chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of certain citizens-of the county of 
Fort Bend, in relation to the property of Texian prisoners in 
Mexico, reported the same back to the House, with a bill, and 

recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

| Mr. Green, by leave, introduced a bill, entitled an act to re~ 
peal certain loan laws. 

Which was read a first time. 

` Mr. Hagler, by leave, introduced a bill to abolish the office of 
foreign missions. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced an ‘act to establish a majl- 
route therein named. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Panhin Artillery. 

` Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill; to be entitled an act 
to open and establish a national road. 

Which was read a first time. ` 

On motion of Mr, Bourland, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a second time, and referred to the Committee on ‘Tnternal 
Improvements. 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief ‘of 
Maria Jesusa Garcia. 

Which was read a first time. 


x 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Or motion of Mr. Caldwell, a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Government, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-four, was: taken Up, and read a second ume, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A joint resolution for'the re-organization and rėlief of Refu- 
gio coùnty, Was read a: 3d time, and passed. 

An açt to establish a post-office at Anahuac, in Liberty county, 
was tead a third time and passed. ; 

A bill, to be entitled an act to make ati appropriation för itis 
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payment of the salaries of district: attorneys, for the year one 

ae eight hundred and forty-three, from the Committee 
: tke Judiciary, came up on ifs sacond reading, and was passed 
atvrd reading, 

in act tor the ; relief of Robert Pace, froin the Committee on, ` 
tue Judiciary, came up on its 2¢ reading; and, - 

On motion,.was ordeged to ie engrossed, 

A bill, to be entitles an act supplementary to the statute of 
limita ious, from the Committee on the Judiciary, came pp on | 
its 2d reading. 

Mr. Henderson offered the following amendment, to wit: 

-An addit.onal section, ` « 

Be it further enacted, That upon all actions upon open ac- 
couts between merchant and merchant, shall be commenced 
and sued w.thin two years next, after the cause of action, and 
not aiter. š 

Rejected. 

Mr. Lott moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as fol- 
lows, to wit: . 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney; 
Davis’ Doom, Brath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galvestdu, Jones: of Gonz., Lewis, Lott, Means and 
Paschal—19, 

Noes— Messrs, Speaker, Darnell, , Edwards, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, Kendrick, Maverick, Pnilips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, 
Pruit and Ward—l4. , 

Bill ordered to |e engrossed. . 

A bil in relation to the revision and codification of the laws 
of Téxas. from the Comnsittee on the Judiciary,. came up on 
its second reading ; and on motion, was Tejected. 

An act to repeal an act concerning rents, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, came up on its second reading; and, 

On motion of Mr. Philips, was re-committed to a select 
committee; whereupon, the following committee was appointed: 
Messrs. Puilips, Lewis, Davis, Gaze, Jones of Galveston, Hen- 
derson aud Means. 

A. bill, fo be entitled an act to Fegulate the tonnage duty on 
steam-packets, was read a first time. 

A bill, te be entit.ed.au act to relinquish the title of the Go- 
vernment to two iots in the town of yeas was, read a ‘first, 
time. 

A bill to prevent the retail of spirituous liquors in qufatitis 
less than one quart, was read ist time ` . Ci 


* 
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_ A bill to be entitled an act to change the times of holding the | 
_ courts in the first judicial district, was read a second time; “and; ° 


On motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

An act to re-organize the district courts of the fourth jadi- 
cial district, was read a frst time, pe 

A joint resolation for the relief of Thomas Bristow, was read 
a second ime; and, sa 

On motion of Mr. Er rath, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

An act to revive; in pari, the duties on imposts, imposed by 
an act entitled an act altering the geveral acts to raise a public 
revenue by impost duties, approve the 5th of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, was read a second time; and 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

A bill, to be entitled an.act to permit the administratrix-of 
Neill Munn, deceased, to keep together the property of said de- 
ceased, was read a second time ; “and, 

On motion of Mr. Rabb, passed to a third reading. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to authorize adininistrators, ex- 
ecntors, or guardians, to purchase property for the collection of 
debts, in cer rain cases, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, referred to the Committ ee on the 

Judiciary. i 
-An act to repeal all laws now in force, authorizing the Pre- 
sident to form colonization contracts, and to forfeit such as have 
already been made, where the conditions have not been strictly 
complied with, was read a second time. 

Mr. Maverick offered the following amendment to wit:+ 

Insert, in second section, after the words “ complied with,” 
“or hereafter fail to be complied with.” 

` Adopted. 

Question on the passage of the bill to a third reading. 

The ayes and noes being called for, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, 
Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Johnston, Jöhnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Paschal, Rabb, 
Rowlett , Stamps, Truit ‘and Ward—30. 


Noes Metin: Caldwell, Head, and Person—3. 
So the bill was passed to a third reading. 


a 


* 
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A, joint resol ution, | requiring g the Commissioner of the Gene: 


» 
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„tal Land-office to return to the seat of government, and open 
“his office. 

Read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, was referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Republic. ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of George T. Holeman, was 
read a secoud time; and, ` ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Rabb, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to define and fix the practice of probate courts in cer- 
tain Gases, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. é 

A joint resolution for the preservation of the national and po- 
litical institutions of Texas, was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonz., was referred to the com- 
mittee ou Foreign Relations. 

A bill to legitimate certain children therein named, 


Was rend a second time. 
Mr. Maverick, offered the following amendment, to ‘wit: 


‘Insert the words “and his wife” before the name of “Bliza 
o Dunn.” 

Adopted, s 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

A. bill to be’ entitled. “An act for the benefit of settlers in 
. good faith, and to amend an act to provide the mode of trying 
titles to lands, approved Feb. 5th, 1840.” Also 

A bill to legalize the Records of Panola County, and to create 
the same a part of the records ot the county of Harrison. 

-À bill to alter and amend the various acts relating to the đu- 
ties of Chief Instices and prescribing the manner in which com- 
missions shall issue, &c., d&c., which was read a second time, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, was referred to. the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill to provide the mode of taking Ihtet-gatories where wit- 
nesses are beyond the limits of the Republic. 

Was read a 2nd time, and 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, was referred tothe Commits on 
the Judiciary. , 

An act to prevent ee &e., from paying 4 their own in 
dividual debts out of the states of thelr testitors, =~ = 
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Was read a second time, and referred to the committee on the . 
judiciary. 7 
On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned until 3 o'clock 
P.M, 


PBST 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 
{£ 


House met —roll called—quorum present. 

The select committee N. H. Darnell, chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill regulating fees of ottice, reported the same back 
to the House with an amendment, and recommended its pas- 
sage; which report was received and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, by leave. introduced a bill to be entitl- 
ed: “An act to legitimate John S. Hodge, and declare him ca- 
pable of inheriting as a lawful heir of James Hodge, Sen.” 

- Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill amendatory of an act 
granting licences to retail merchants. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Cuney, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : ‘An 
act supplementary to an. act regulating the sale of runaway 
slaves, approved 5th of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty one.” 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
second time, and referred to a select commies- mherson the . 
following committee was appointed: . 

Messrs, Cuney, Caldwell, Darnell, Davis, Hogg. : 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill for the appointment of Pat- 
rols, was taken up and-referred to the above seleet committee. 

Mr. 'Truit, by leave, introduced a bill for the benefit of persons 
who have obtained condtiticnal Head: rights. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr: Bourland; by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : “An 
act for the relief of Samuel Lemons, his pone and assigns.” 

Which was read a first time. - 

My, Darnell, by- leave, introducéd-a joint resolution for ‘the 


relief of G. W. "Ferrell. E 


Which was réad a first time, L 

' Mr: Collins offered a memorial relative-to the re-shipment of 
metcharidize, &c., coastwise subject to duty, which ow bas pace 
was referred to the committee on Naval Affairs, 
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Mr tonderson, moved to adjourn gus 7 o'clock; P, Me, 
a F y : 
Mr. HManuriek, ‘until 19 to-morrow morning. 

Lost, - 


Ou motion of Mr, Edwards, the House adjourned until 9 o" 
clock, toundtrow morning. l é 


WASHINGTON, R jan. 4th, 1844, 
The House tet pursuant to adjournment, | ae 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit ; 


Messrs. Speaker, Toad, Hogg, Johnston, Kendrick, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb, ‘Stamps and Trnit. p 

There being no quorum present, the Sergeant-atar ms was 
dispatched tor absent members. 

Sergeant-at-arms returned with— 

Messrs. Bourland, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Collins, Row- 
lett,” Means, Johnston, Green, W ard, Cuney, Boom, Cazneau, 


and Gage. 

A quorum present. 

‘The House proceeded to business. ; 

The Journal of the preceeding day was yead and adopted. 

Mr. Hagler, presented the petition of Rose Mahoney and Ma- 
ry Haley, ‘which was referred to the Committee ọn. Claims - aud 
Accounts, 

Mr Jones of Gonz., presented a petition ~ of sundry German 
citizens of the Republic of Texas, which was referred to the 
Committee on Edueation. > i 

Mr. Kendrick, presented the petition of tiny citizens of the’ 
District of Calhoun, prayiug the establishment of a Ferry, 
which was referred to the Committee on Internal Impreve- 
ments, 

Mr, Collins, offered a memorial for the relief of Collectors 
of Customs; which was referred to the Committee on Binance. 

The Committee ou Public Lands, Mr, Ward, jr. chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of- Jerome, B- Robertson, report- 
ed the same back to the House with a joint. resolution: for his 
relief, and reeammend its passage, which peek ‘wag unecelved,’ 
and a joint resolution: Sonu at here. TREN 

Read a first time, Also, , 
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"Te whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of 
Thomas Bristow, from the Senate, reported the same ‘back to 
the House and recommended its passage , which report was re- 
ceived and bill laid upon the table, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. . ee 

The Committee on Privileges and Elections, James ‘Fruit, 

chairman, to whom was referred a bill regulating Elections ; re- 
ported the same back fo the House with an amendment and re- 
commend its passage ; which report was received and bill laid 
upon the table to come.up among the orders of the day. 
_ ‘The select committee Philip M. Cnney, chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled : “An act to change the seat of 
justice of the County of Austin,” reported the same back to the 
-~ House and recommended its passage ; which report was receiv- 
ed and bill laid upon the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. l . 

Mr. Erath, by leave, introduced a bill to alter the times of 
holding the District Courts of the third Judicial District. 

Which was reada Ist time. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, by leave, introduced a joint resolution 
for the’ relief of the heirs of John Hibbins, deceased. 

Which was read a first time. o 

Mr. Stamps, by leave, introduced a bill to save costs and 
transform Lawyers into honest farmers. 

- Which was read a first time. 


% 


+ ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A communication from the Honorable Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, was taken up and read, and was as follows, to wit . 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, ? 
Washington, Jannary 2d, 1844. \ 
. a i 


‘To the Hon. R, Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Sir,—The resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
30th ult. requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to communi- 
cate at as early a period as practicable the several amounts. of 
the Direct Tax Assessments for each County of the Republie 
since 1886. ` The amounts of each. paid. into. thé, Tueasriry 
when assessed, and when paid, and also the sevttal amounts 
now’ due by each County. 

s 
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In. answer to which Ihave the honor to transmit herewith 
two statements containing all the information which can be ob- 
tained from the data within the immeidate control of the De- 
partment, ? i 

I am very respectfully, 
Your obed’t. serv’t., a7 44 
JAMES B. SHAW, 
acting Secretary of Treasury. 


Which statement was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to permit- the Administratrix of 
Neill Munn, ees to keep together ne property of said z 
ceased, 


Was read a third time, and passed. 


A bill to repeal all laws authorizing the President to. form 
Colonization contracts, and to forfeit such as have been made, 
where the conditions have not been strictly complied with ; 
came up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed: 

A bill making an appropriation for the salaries of - District 
Attorneys for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
three. 

Was read a third time and passed. 

A bill to repeal certain loan laws, was read a second fie: 


and, 


On motion of Mr. Green, referred to the Committee on the 
Siate of the Republic: ; 

A bill regulating the disposition and settlement of deceased 
persons estates from the select committee, recommending a sub- 
stitute, came up on its second reading, which substitute was 
tead and adopted. 

Mr. Gage, moved to lay the bill on the table, 

Lost. 

Mr. Gage, sae acall of the House. 

Lost. 

Question on the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes ‘being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 

‘Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cel- 
lins, Cuney, Davis, Doom, -Erath, Green, Hagler, Henderson, 
Johrfistoen, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Means, ` 
Person and Truit—20, 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Ed are Gage, ‘Head, 
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Hogg, Janúary, Johhson, Jones of Galveston, Maverick, Pas: 
chal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stitips, and Ward —16. 
‘Bill ordered to, be engrossed. 


1A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution concerning the élec- . 
tion of Public Printer, 


The followin T report was received from the Committee ap: 
pointed by the House to act in conjunction with a like Commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate, to revise goin rules. 


A oous Jan, Ath, 1844. 
Hon. R. SCURRY; 


Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives : 


The joint Committee on the part of the two Houses, to adp 
joint rules for the yovernment of thé two Houses of ‘Congress, 
respectfully submit the following, and recominend theit ad- 
option. - 

: - (Signed) | WM Li CAZNEAU. 
— Chairman on the part of the 
House of Representatives. 


| ‘The first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh; eight and 
ninth rules of the present joint rules of the two Houses were ap- 
proved and adopted. 

| On motion of Mr. Lott, Messrs: Rowlett, Davis, Jones of Galt 

veston, and Boutland, wete added to the Committee on Internal 

| Improvements. 

| _A bill making an appropriation of one th ousand dollars, for 

| Přinting, with the report of the Committee on Finance, with an 

| amendment, came up on its second reading. 

| Amendmerit—Strike out the words “an appropriation” ih the, 

| third line, and insert the words “the sum.” 

‘Adopted. B ee 

Mr. Lott, moved its etivrossinent. pe ae 

| ‘The ayes and noes bding called for thereon, stod as follows; 

| to wit : 

| Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourlatid, Barnard, Colling, Cuney, 

| Darnell, Davis; Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler” 

| Henderson, Hose, Jobhuston, Johnson, Jones of Galvestin 

|} Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, “Pais? 

| Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Yruit and Ward—30, 


E46 


Nocs—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Head, and. Means—4;. 

Bill was ordered to be engrossed: 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the rule was suspended, the bill read 
a third time and passed. 

An actentitled : “An act to préscribe the mode of. settling 
the claims of creditors of the estates of dceeasec persons in cer 
tain cases, with report from judiciary committee with an amend- 
ment, came up on Hs second reading. 

Amendment—after the enacting elause, i in See. lst, amend so 
as to read: “That in all cases in which there may be debts due 
the estate of any deceased persons, for property sold by the ‘ex- 


x 


ecutor or administrator thereof, prior to the first day of May ` 


1842, or upon contracts made by the deceased in his lifetime, 


and prior to the first day of May, 1842; it shall be the duty of 


the Chief Justice of the Probate Court, upon a veren tiun of 
the facts by the administrator or executor.” 


Adopted. 

Mr. Darnell, moved its referrence to a select Committee. 

Whereupon ‘the following committee was appointed: Messrs. 
Darnell, Philips, Green, Person and Doom. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John W. Smith, from the 
Committee on Claims ahd Aecounts, with an amendment, came 
up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the report was laid on the table, 
and the resolution taken up. 

Mr. Darnell, offered the following amendment, to wit. 

Strike out the second section, and add to the first section 7 
‘su bjeet to further appreprohon by Cengress.” . 


Adopted. 
Mr. Barnard, offered the following amendment, to wit.. 


“And all other claims against the Government for the like ser- _ 


vices by other persons, shall be audited in like manner for the 
amount approved by.the Commissioner ofgthe General Land 


Office. i 


Adopted. 

Mr. Henderson, moved the re-commitment of the bill ` to < a se- 
lect committee. 4 

Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, 


On motion of Mr. 'Erath, the House adjourned until 3 o~. 


clock, Pa M. 


pe 
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House met—roll called—quorom present. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, a bill to be entitled: “An act sup- 
plementary to an act regulating the sale of runnaway~slaves, 
approved 5th of Feb ,.1841,” was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, was, ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill to be entitled : * An act to amend and repeal in part ay 
act supplementary to an act to raise a revenue by impost du- 
ties, approved 27th January, 1842.” Also, 
` A bill to bẹ entitled an act to repeal the Tariff and declare 
the ports of Texas free.” Also,. 

A bill to admit into the Republie free of duty, certam articles.” 
from the committee on Finance, who reported a substitute, came 
‘up on their second reading, and 

On motion of Mr. Scurry were laid upon the table. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of the administrator of Thomas D. Yoeum’s-estate. 

' Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Scurry, moved the rejection of the bill. 

ost. - - 

The committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Thomas Wm. Ward, reported 
the same back to the House, and recommended: its re-commit- 
ment to the Committee on Claims and Accounts, - 

Which report was adopted, 

A bill making the town of Jasper in the County of Jasper, the 
eval County: Seat, from the Committee on County Boundaries, 
caine up on its second Yeading, and. 

On motion of Mr. Doom, was ordered to be engrossed. 

An act regulating fees.of office, from a select committee, with 
an amendment, came up on its: second reading. 

Amendment—to come in after the word “Olerks” in the'2nd - 
section and the end‘ of the second line, and strike out the re- 
mainder-of the section “shal be eight cents for every one hun- 
. dred- words, instead of fifteen cents as isnow allowed by law, 
and: no mote.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Darnell, moved to engross. 

Mr. Maverick, moved a re-commitment to a seléct committee, 

‘Mr. Green, moved-the previous question. ` 

Lost. 


f 
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Air. Davis, moved to instruct the Committee to recommend 
the passage of the original second section. Lost. 
Questiou on the re-commitment of the bill to a select com- 
mittee. Curried-- whereupon the following Committee was ap- 
pointed : Messrs. Maverick, Jones of Gonz. ., and Henderson. 
Mr, Doom, by leave, introduced a joiut resolution requiring, 
the Anditor to audit alt duly authenticated claims against the 
Government. 

Which was read a first time. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, AH Philips, chairman, 


reported i having examined an act to establish and incorporate, 


the Wesleyan male aud female College of San Augustine, and 
fiud the same correctly engrossed.. 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, a bill to establish and incorporate 
the Wesleyan male and female College of San. Augustine, was 
taken up and read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit ; 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Green, Hagler, Hogg, 
Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Genzales, 
Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Mtans, Paschal, Philips, 
Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Pruit and Ward-29. 

l Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Cazneau, Gage,. Head, -Hendetson; 
January and Person—7. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an 
act supplementary toan act establishing the jurisdiction and 
powers òf the district court; approved December 22d, 1836. 

Which was read a first time. 

An act to enforce the more faithful performance of the duties 
of sheriffs, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Rabb, æ bill to establish a standard of 
weights and measures, was taken up, and read a secand time, 


w 


and referred. to a select committee: wherenpon the following: . 


committee was appointed. Messrs. Rabb, Barnard ahd Jonès of 
Galveston. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Hashes and others, was řead & 
second time; and, 

On motion of “Mr, Kendrick, was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


bas 
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A resolution for adjournment of the two Houses of Congress 
sine-die, on Monday the 22d of January, came up on its adop- 
tHon., 

Mr. Green moved to lay it on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, a call of the House was jags 

On motion-of Mr. Kendrick; Mr. Montgomery ` Was excus ai 
from attendance on the House, on account of illness. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, Mr. Speaker was excused from the 
same cause. 

There being a fall House, a further call was suspended. 

Mr. Bourland moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. . 

The ayes and noes being called for ther eon, stood as follows ; 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, een. sei. Green, Hagler, 
Henderson, January. Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, 
Maverick, Paschal, Rowlett and Ward—14, 

Noes- — Messrs, Barnard, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Edwards, Erath Gage, Head, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of 
Gonzales, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps 
and Truit--21. ` l 

Lost. $ 

Question on laying the resolution on the table. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Doom, Edwards, Wrath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Hender- 
son, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Paschal, Philips, Rabb and 
Ward—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Head, Hogg, Lott, 
Means, Person, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—t L. 

Resolution laid on the table. 

Mr. Hagler, by leave, introduced an act to exempt the citizens 
of the county. of San Patricio from taxation. 

Which was read a first time. ; 

- A joint resolutión for the reliefof Sarah N. Hubert, was read 
a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr, Henderson, was referred to the Committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 

On metiow of Mr. Gollins, Messrs. Cuney ‘and Barnard werg 
added’ to‘the Committee on Naval Affairs, — 


/* A: bill to abolish certain offices ‘therein’ named; and for other 


purposes, was read a second time; and, 
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On motion of Mr, Davis, referred to the Committee on Re- 
treachment, l l 

A bill to amend the laws in relation to the appointment of 
district attorneys, was read a Second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. i” 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, Mr. Philips v was added to the Com- . 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill requiring officers to number ballots, &c,, was read a 

-second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, was laid upon the table. 

A bill for the permanent location of the seat of government, 
was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
State of Republic. 

A bill granting the franking privilege to the Commissioner of 
the General Land-office, was tead a second time; ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Stamps, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Angelina D. Smith, was 
read a second time. 

Mr. Cazneau offered the following amendment: “provided 
she pay all the costs that have accrued, up to the present time; 
and the chief justice, for a transcript of the records to be fur- 
nished the probate court of Washington county. 

Adopted; and, 

On motion of Mr. Stamps, was ordered. to be engrossed, 

Mr, Lott moved to adjourn until 7, p. m. 

Lost. j 

Mr. Hagler moved to : a until 10 o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. k 

Lost. ” i 

A bill to repeal so much of atr act to raise a public revenne, 
as relates to license of merchants, approved. 5th February, one 
_ thousand eight hundred and forty-two, was read a second time, 

and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill for the better security of mechanics, and others, erect- 
ing buildings in the city of Galveston, was read a second time; ` 
and, on motion of Mr. Henderson, was referred to a select. com- 
mittee : whereupon, the following committee was. appointed : 
Messrs. Henderson, Jones of Galveston. and Collins. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, a bill, to be entitled an act to extend 
to emigrants who may have ar rived in this Republic between 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two, and the 15th day of June, one thousand eight hundred aud 
forty-three, the benefits of an act granting land to emigrants, - 
approved 4th January, 1841; and. an act supplemeritary toan 
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act, entitled an act defining the mode by which the holders ot 
conditional certificates shall ——-.the' same, approved Ja- 
nuary 15th, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one; and to 
repeal, in part, an act granting lands to emigrants, approved 4th | 
January, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one; approved 
Ath February, one thousand aight hundred and forty-two, was 
taken up on its second reading. 

‘Mr. Rowlett offered the following amendments, to wit: 

“And all persons, having emigrated to this Republic, under 
any contract with legally authorized agents, shall have reserved 
to them:the benefits of such contracts.” 

Mr. Philips moved the previous question. 

Carried. | j 

Main question—shal] the bill be engrossed? was put 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit; 

Ayes—-Messrs, Bourland, Cazneau, Davis, Doom, Gage, Ha- 
- gier, Hogg, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Rowlett and 
Ward—13. l 
__ Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Edwards; Erath, Green, Head, Henderson, January, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Means, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and Truit—22 

Motion lost, and bill rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


x. ® 


WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, ? 
j _ January 5th, 1844. 

, The Hoyse met-pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. . : 
_ The Roll being called, the following members answered to 
_ their names, to wit: ; 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Janu- 
ary, Johnston, Jones ef Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kend- 
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rick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Paschal, Phillips, poe 
Rowlett, Stamps and Truit. | i E ga 

A Quorum - present., 

'The journals of the preceding day was s read and adopted. 


Mr. Jones, of Galveston, offered the petition of Wm. G. Cooke, 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. j 

Mr. Stamps offered the petition of J. G. Chalmers, which was 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Edwards offered the petition of John Saunders, which’ 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. * 

Mr. Person offered the petition of Missouri Jane Wagner, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, Wm. E. Jones, chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill to alter the time of holding the Su- 
preme Court, and for other purposes; also, 

A bill to admit to reeord, a al &c., made in foreign 
countries; also, 

A bill to amend and repeal so much of an act to regulate fees 
of office, as relates to district attorneys, approved 18th of Janu- 
ary, one thousand eight hundréd and forty-two ; also, 

An act to repeal an act regulating sales - by judgment or de- 
cree of probate courts, &c.; also, - 

An act to prevent physicians? bills, in cases of last sickness, 
from being allowed as privileged or preference claims; also, 

A bill to repeal, in past, an act therein hamed.; also, 

A bill regulating fees of office ; also, 

A bill better to define the duties of county elerks—reported 
the same back to the House, and recommended their rejection. 

Also, a bill to alter and amend the various acts relating to the 
duties of chief justices, and prescribing the manner in which 
commissions shall issue; also, 

A bill to fix the curreney in which fines and forfeitures shall 
be recoverable—reported the same baek to the House, with an 
amendmert, and recommended their passage. 


Also, a bill, to be entitled an aet to authorize administrators, 
executors or guardians, to purehase property for the collection 
of debts in certain cases—r eported the same back to the Hause, 
and recommended its passage. - 
. Which report was received and bills laid upon the tablé, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


Also, to whom was referred the memorial of A.J. Yates, rë- 
port, that they are of opinion that his case does not present a 
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ptopet stibject for legislation; and therefore, recommend that 
he be permitted to withdraw his memorial. 

Which report was adopted. — 

Also,to wom was referred the petition of Anthony B, Shelby, 
and reported that, in the opinion of the commitee, it is inexpe- 
dient, at this time, to legislate upon the subject, and Tequest te 

_be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Which report was adopted. `- , . 

Mr. J. W. Henderson, one.of the Committee on. the Judicia- 
ay, to whom was referred a bill better to define the duties of 
county clerks, made a counter-report, and recommended the. 
passage of the bill. © 
` Which report was read and placed with the bill.- 

The Committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, Chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill to repeal the 13th section of an act 
to raise a public revenue by direct taxation, approved 4th Feb- . 
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, reported the 
same back to the House, with an amendment, and recommended 
its passage. `> o, 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. . 

The select committee, J. Davis, chairman, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill, entitled an act te locate a road from Washington 
to the Sabine river, approved December 14th, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-nine, reported a substitute back to the 

` House, and recommended the passage thereof, 
Which report was received, and bill daid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. E 

T'he Committee on Military Affairs, James Davis, chairman, 

to whom was referred a bill, entitled an act to amend an act, 
_ entitled an act to organize the militia in Robertson and Brazos- 
_ counties, reported the same back to the House, with an amend- 
. ment, and recommend its passage. 

- Which report was received and bill laid upon the table, to 

come up among the orders of the day. . 

. The Committee on Naval Affairs, R, M. Collins, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Andrew Jackson Bryant, 
reported by a joint resolution for his relief, and recommended 
its passage. | l 

Which report was received, and bill read a first time. 

, The naval committee, J. W, Henderson, one of said. commit- 
tee, to whom was referred the petition of Henry Buchel, re- 
ported the same back to thé Honse, and recopmentled dis ‘rajec+ 


tion. 
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Which report was adopted. a 

The Commmittee on the Judiciary, A. H. Philips, one of sai 
committee, to whom was referred the petition of Caroline John- 
son, repcrted the same back to the House, with a bill, and re~ 
commended its passage. " S 

Which report was received, and bill read a first time. r 

The select committee, A. Rabb, chairman, to whom was rè- 
ferred a bill to establish a standard of weights and measures, 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended its pas- 
Sage, ; 
Which report was received, and Bill laid upor the table, to 
. Come up among the orders of the day. oe 

The select committee, Philip M. Cuney, chairman, to whom 
was referred-a bill for the appointment of patrolis, &c , reported. 


the same back to the House, with an amendment, and recom- 


mended its passage. 7 

Which report was réceived, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, James H. Johnston, chairman, to whom 
was referred: an- act to incorporate the Cumberland: Presbyterian‘ 
Church of Clarksville, reported the same back to the House, 
with an amendment, and recommended its passage. ` 

Which report was received, and bill and amendments laid: 
upon the table, to-come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to 
authorize the Secretary of War to collect public property. 

Which was read æ first time, SONE 

Mr. Green, by leave, introduced a resolution; to wit: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of’ War and Marine be directed: 
to lay before this House, a copy or copies of any and all Indian 
treaties made by this Government, siħce the,last Congress; and 
also,a minute statement of all monies by this Government: ex- 
pended, for and on accountof any such Indian tribes; also, a 
statement of any and all presents made, and of what articles 
such presents consisted, Pi 
- Which was read and Jaid’on the table one day, for conside- 
ration. AE 


ORDERS. OF. THE DAY. 


On motionʻof Mr. Lewis, a joint resolution concerning pub- 


t 


lic printing, was taken up, and read a first time. 
Mr. Lewis moved to suspend ‘the rule, z, 
Lost. ne o O 


* 


} 
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A message was received from the Senate inforadine thé 
House of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize the holding of distritt 
court in three places in Liberty county, and for other purposes. 

A bill transferring a certain appropriation made 17th of Jan- 
uary, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, for -thë re- 
demption of son and nephew of J. Cox: also, 

An act to alter, in part, and define thé northern boundary 
line of the county of Harrison: also, ; 

A joint resolution making an appropriation fot carrying the 


‘mails to the fifst of March, 1844. 


Also, that the Senate had concurred in Ah amendment made 
by the Hause, to a bill to repeal all laws now in fotce, authori- 
zing the President fo form colonization contracts; and to forfeit 
such as have dlready been made, where thé conditions have uot 
been strictly compligd with. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Bristow. 

Read a third time, and passed. . 

A bill regulating elections—from the Cemiiittee on-Privile- 
ges and Elections, with the following amendment from the com- 
mittee, to wit: E i: i 

Secrion 2. Be it further enactéd, That the Seéretary of 
State be, and he is hereby, teqtiired to furnish the thief justice 
ofeach county in this Republic, with the form of the returns of. 
elections; which form shall be filed in the office of’ said chief 
justice, who shall furnish the presiding officer of each éleétion 
precinct with a copy, whenever a writ of election shail issue. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Scurry offered the following amendment! . 

Be it further eriacted, 'That the chief justi¢e shall give the 
certificate to the individual having the largest hamber of legal 
votes, as returned to him; and hereafter,*no ehief justice shalk 
be the judge of the returns; butin any contest not otherwise 
provided forgby thé statute of Ann in reference to. elections, 
shall be the rule of decisiofi, and the distritt court shall hate 
jurisdiction. -- i i 

Mr. Green offer8d the following amendment fo Mr. Scurry’s 
amendment, to wit! l s: 

-" And.the Secretary of State be; and is hereby, required to 
have published, the statute of Ann, and sent to each chief jus- 
tice of the several counties.” 

. On ‘tiotion of Mr. Davis, the bill anè amendments were laid 


< 
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An act to change the scat of justice of Austin county, caine 
fip on its second reading ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, was ordered fo be engrossed. » 

A bill, to be entitled an act for the benefit of settlers in good’ 
faith, and tò ameud an act to provide the mode of trying titles to 
lands, approved February 5th, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty. was read a first time. 

An act regulating fees of justices of the peace, in certain 
Cases, Was read a second time. 

‘ir, Davis moved its indefinite postponement. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as fol- 
lows, to, wit 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Darnell, Davis, Srath, Green, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, January, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz, 
Lewis, Lott, Maverick; Means, Paschal, Person, Rabb, Row- 
lett and Stamps—19. + i 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuhney, Doam; 
Edwards, Hagler, Head, Johnston, Johnson, Kendrick, Philips; 
T'rnit and Ward—l4. ; 

Carried. i l e. 3 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, offered the following resolution: — 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That the chief 
. ¢lerk of this House be authorized to procure a room for the as- 
sistant enrolling and engrossing clerks. 

Adopted, 

Mr. January; by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act to 
create a Board of Medical Censors. 

Which was read a first time. 

A bill for the relief of persons “who have furhished supplies 
for the public service. É - o> 

Was rerd a second time, 

On motion of Mr. Paschal, was referred to aselect committee, 
whereupon the following committee were appointed. Messrs: 
Paschal, Januaty, Hogg, Ward and Erath. 

A bill to amend and consolidate all laws on the subject of pub- 
lic roads, was read a second time, and í i 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, was referred to the committee on 
internal Improvements. 

A bill to produce more uniformity in the. General Land-of- 
- fice, was read a second time, and oS 


On motion of Mr. Davis, was réferred to a select .canmittes, 
whereupon the following committee were appointed: :: Messrs 
Davis, Hrath, Hogg, Kendrick and Collins. | 
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A bill to repeal the Exchequer systems was read a second 
time. 

Mr. Darnell, moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

On motion of Mr, Davis, the bill. was referred to the comnnii- 
tee on Finance, ` 

A resolution of the House to go into the election (of Public. 
Printer, came up on its adoption, and l 

On motion of Mr. Lott, was laid upen the table. ~ 

A joint resolution fir the relief of Captain Robert Oliver, twas 
read a second Ftime, and referred to the committee on Public 
Lands, 

A resolution to amend the rules of the House, came up on its 
adoption. 

Mr. Gage, moved to lay it on the table. : 

~ Kendrick, moved to lay it'on the table till the Ist of 
March. 

The ayes and noes being called for, stood as follows : 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, ° Caldwell, Collins} Darnell, Doom, 
Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hoge, Janu- 
ary. Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Genz., 
Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Philips, Rabb, Stamps, and Ward 

—24, 

Noes— Messrs, A Bourland, Cuney, Davis, Lott, 
Means, Paschal, Person, and Tiuit—9. 

Carried, and. resolution laid on the table. 

A joint resolution for the relief of José Casiano, was read a 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Maverick, was referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts.. 

A bill to regulate the fees of County Clerks in certain cases, 
was read a second time. 

Mr. Caldwell, moved to refer to the committee on the State- 


ofthe Republie. 

. Lost. 

Mr. Lewis, moved its reference to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary.. 

_ Lost; . 


Mr. Caldwell, moved to amend by striking out “one dollar” 


-and insert “two dollars.” Lost. - 


On motion of Mr. Paschal, the bill was érdeied to. ba en- 
“grossed, 

An act to extend the time for the payment of Direct Taxes, 
new due from the citizens of the Republie, ena for pii popo: 


. es, was read a second time, and ~’ i 
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Qu motion of Mr. Caidwell, was referred to the Committee on -> 
Finance. 

An act to re-organize the District Courts of the fourth Judi. 
cial Districts, was read a second time, and on motion, passed to 
_ ats 3d reading. 

An actentitled . “An act to prevent the retailing spirituous 
diquors in quantities less than one quart.” 

Was read a second tirne. 

Mr. Green, moved its indefinite postponement, 

Mr. Darnell, moved its referrence to the committee on Pri; 

villges and Elections, 

Lost. A 

Mr. Henderson, moved its reference tothe committee on the - 
State of the Republi ic. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, it was tinod to. the Committee 
on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled: “An act to relinguiśh the title of the 
Government to twô lots in the town of Qnintana,” was read a 
2nd time, and 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. | 

A bill to be entitled: “An act to regulate the tonage on 
steam packets,” was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, was referred to the committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia, was read a 2nd 
time, and 

On motion of Mr. Maverick, was refran to the committee on 

Military Affairs. 
` Mr. Maverick, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Je- 
sus Cantee. 

Which was read a 2nd time. “ 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the House adjourned until 30 'elock, 
P. M. j 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 
House met —roll called—no quorum present, 
The Sergeant at-arms despatched for absent members. - 
On motion of Mr. Stamps, Mr. Jones’ of Gonzales, was ex: 
‘cused, 
The Sergeant-at-army ‘having returned with—Messrs. Cald- 
well, Collins and Kendrick, House proceeded to business, 
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On motion of Mr. Davis, Mr, Lewis was added to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
On motion of Mr. Lewis, Mr. Maverick was added to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
A bill to incorporate the Fannin Artillery Company, was read 
a second time, and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
_ fairs. 
(  Anact to establish a certain mail route therein named, was 
read a second time, and ’ 
On motion of Mr. Gage, was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 
A bill to abolish the office of Foreign Missions, was read a 2nd 
time, and 
On motion of Mr. Lott, was laid on the table. 
A bill for the benefit of: persons who have E condi- 
tional Head-rights, was read a secbnd time, and 
On motion of Mr. Truit, was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
A bill to be entitled: “An act for the relief of Samuel Lemons 
his heirs and assigns,” was read a second lime, and 
On motion of Mr. Henderson, was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 
An act amendatory to an act’ granting licence to retail mer- 
chants, was read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Henderson, was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. . 
h bíll for the relief of John Trussell, was read a second time, 
an 
On motion of Mr. Collins, was roferted to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 
The joint resolution for the relief of G: W. Terrell, was read 
a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Darnell, was ened to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts, 
An act for the relief of R. J. W, Reel, administrator of thesuc- 
cession of Henry Pearson, deceased, was read a and time. - 
Mr. Collins, moved to engross. 
`- Mr. Henderson, offered the following amendment : 
Strike out R. Js W. Reel, administrator, and insert “the heirs.’ 
Adopted. 
Question on the engrossment of the bill. 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit ; 


fee Meere, Speaker, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
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‘Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Hen: 
derson, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Ken- 
drick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Paschal, Philips; Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps, Truit and Ward-28. a . 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Head, Hogg, Means, and 


- -Person—6- 


A. bill to protect the property of Texian prisoners in Mexico. 
Was read a second time. ' 
Mr. Henderson, offered the following amendment. add to 


second section, “that auy stich prisoters against whom any’ 


such judgements shall have been rendered, during his absencé, 
may within six months after his return, be entitled toa new 
trial, upon his making affidavit that he had good grounds of de- 
fence, not known to his creditor.” 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. ” 

A bill entitled : “An act to legitimate John 8. Hodge, and de- 
clare him capable of inheriting as a lawful heir of James Hodge 
senior,” was read a second time, and 

Oa motion of Mr. Caldwell, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to exempt the citizens of San Patricio from taxation ; 
was read a second time, and * l 

On motion of Mr. Hagler, was ordered to be engrossed: 

A biil to be entitled. “An act supplementary to an act estab- 
ishing the jurisdiction and powers of the District Court, ap- 
proved December 22, 1836,” was read a second time, and _ 

On motion of Mr. Bourland,was referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. : 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit all duly au- 


thenticated claims against the Government; was read a second — 


time, and : l 
On motion of Mr. Doom, was referred to the committee on 


Claims and Accounts. l ; 
A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Yoeum’s ad- 
ministrator. . , 


Was read a second time. l 
Mr. Doom, moved its reference to a select committee , where- 


npon the following Committee were appointed : Messrs. Doom, 
Davis, Henderson, Lewis atid Darnell.” ä 

A joint resoluiion for the relief of Jerome B. Robertson ; was 
read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Stamps, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to regulate forcible entry and detainer; was read a 2n¢ 
time; and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


i 
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Å bill concerning the release of Texian prisoners in Mexjco ; 
was read 2nd time, and 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, was referred to the committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

A bill to save costs and transform Lawyers into honest Fa 
mers ; was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Philips, was referred to “the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of John HibBins, 
deceased, was réad a second time, and ` 

On motion of Mr. Cald well, ordered to be engrossed. 
. Mr. Bourland, by leave, offered the petition of Mary John- 
ston; which was referred to thie committee on Public lands. _ 

On motion of Mr. Ward, a bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird ; 
was taken up on its second reading and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motiori of Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Stamps was granted leave of 
absence, until 3 o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. Hogg, by leave, introduced a bill relative to Assessors : : 
was read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, a bill to modify the Tariff; was 
taken up on its second reading, and made the special order of 
the day, for 11 o’clock, to- -morrow, 

On motion of*Mr. Collins, the, House adjourned until 10 o’- 
clock, to-morrow morning. 


s 


: i A 
Wasnineron Saturday, 


i January 6th, 1844. 


The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards,. Erath, Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, John- 
ston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Mav- 
erick, Means, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Trait. and Ward, 

Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Jones of Galveston, presented the petition of A. J. Yates ; 
Which was referred to the committee on Internal Improveiifents. 

Mr. Johnston, presented the petition of John Henry Dicks ; 
Which was referred to the committee-on the Judiciary. ` 
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The committee on Internal Improvements, Elisha E. Lett, 
chairman, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled. “An act 
to open and establish a national road,” also 

_'To whom was referred a bill to be entitled: “An act to autho» 
rize Sylvanus Duntiam to establish a Ferry across the Matagor- 
da Bay,” reported he same back to the House with amend 
ments, and recoinmended thew passage; which reports were 
received and bills laid upon the table, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to 
ensure the assessment of Taxable property of the Republic, and 
the collection of the Direct Tax,and for other purposes, made 
the following report, to wit :- . 


January 5th, 1844.. 


Hon. R. CUTTY, ! 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Finance, to whom was. referred ‘a bill to 
ensure the assessment of taxable property of the Republic, and. 
the collection of Direct Taxes, and. for other purposes ; after 

_ examining the same most carefully, have instructed me to re- 
port unfavorably with regard to most of its provisions. 

‘The committee deems it of great importance that Land Pa- 
tents should, as heretofore, be receivable in evidence as prima 
facia proof of titles without registration; but they herein see 
the necessity of requiring the County registers and surveyors 
to co-operate with the Assessors in ‘hunting out and taxing all . 
lands that are justly subject to taxation. 

The committee would advise the postponement to some furth- 
er period, of the trouble of reducing lands into three or more 
classes, for the reason that owners do not yet well know their 
quality, and for the reason that the great practical present dis- 
tinction consists in whether the lands are within or without 
protection, that is, whether they are wild lands or on the other 
hand, lands which are or may be settled on and used. 

Again your committee would most emphatically dissent from 
the proposition that would make the owner of two leagues pay 
more than twiceas much tax as the owner of one, &c, Besides 

the “plain” want of fairness and equity of such a measure ag 
contemplated by the Constitution and our form of Government. 
Your committee think that no compensating advantage could 
result from such a measure, singe, if it is the intention to force 
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landholders to sell their surplus lands, the existing state of 
the money market and the present low prices of land, show that 
no legislation is wanted on the subject. 

Most of the other provisions of the bill; your committee are 


inclined to reject, as being rather heavy and perplexing addi- 


tions to a law that is already too complex and cumbersome ; 
buf as the bill subjeets some usefn! modifications of the present 
law the committee would beg Jedve*in Hen of the bill, to offer 
the following bill sapplemetary to the Direct Tax Law,” and 


recommend its passage. 
S. A. MAVERICK, 
one of the Committee. 


Which report was received and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. | a 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, Joseph L. Hogg, 
Chairman, tọ whom was referred a joint resolution for the re- 
liefof Sarah N. Hubert, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads, Joseph H. 
Barnard, chairman, to whom was referred a bill in relation to 
mail-routes; also, 
-~'Tl'o whom was referred a bill to establish a certain mail-route 
therein named, reported the same back to the House, and re- 
commended that they be laid upon the table. 

Which.reports were received, and bills laid upon the table. 

The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads, to whom was 
referred the report and documents of the Post-office Bureau, 
made the following report, to wit: 


= 
` 


ComMMITTEE-Room, 


5th January, 1844. § 
To the Hon. RICHARDSON SCURRY, > 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: ` 


The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads have had, un- 
der their consideration, the reports and documents from the 
‘Post-office Bureau, submitted to them; and.have-instructed me 
to report—that they consider that the sum of sixteen thousand 
dollars will be required, besides the revenues of the different 
post-offices, for the transportation of the mails from the ist 
March, 1844, to: first April, 1845; and they recommend that 


“mont to be placed in the general appropriation bill, for that 
purpose, ' ; 

Tuey have, also, had under consideration, the list of mail- 
routes proposed for the current year; aud after a deliberate ex- 
amination of the same, they have come to the conclusion that. 
it will be more proper and more conducive to the public ‘good, 
to have the establishment of post-rontes, as well as post-offices, 
to the diseretion of the Secrétary of State, (under certain gene- 
ral. rules) who, from his official situation, as bead of that De- 
partment, must be better acquaiuted with the advantages or dis- 
advantages attending them, than we can pretend to; they have 
therefore, instructed me to report a bill for that purpose, which 
also contains some other provisions, the propriety of which, they 
trust, will be sufficiently obvious, anc recommend its passage. 

The committee, in consideration of the foregoing, have fur- 
ther instructed me to return back to your honorable House, a 
petition from certain citizens, praying for a mail-route from 
Washington via Fanthorps, Fort Boggy, Fort Houston, to the 
county seat of Lamar county: also, a petition from certain eiti- ` 
zens, for the establishment of a post-office on Labacca, on the 
route between Lagrauge and Gonzales; also, a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Montgomery county, for a post-office ut Lone 
Oak; and from certain citizens of the same county, for a post- 
-office at Point Pleasant, and recommend that they be referred 
to the Secretary of State, for him to act upon according to the 
provisions of the bill herein before-mentioned, as reported to 
your House; and that your committee be discharged from fur- | 
ther consideration of the same. 

Respectfully, 
JOSEPH H. BARNARD, 
7 po O Chairman’, 


= Which bill was read Ist time. 


The Committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, Chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Reuben M. Potter, reports 
ed the same back to the House, and recommended its rejection. 

Which report was adopted. 
_ The Committee on Engrossed Bills, A. H. Philips, Chairman; 
reported having examined an act supplementary to an act regu- 
lating the sale of runaway slaves, approved January 5th, one 
thousand eignt hundred and forty-one; also, s 

An act the better to secure the payment of debts due the citi- 
zens of the Republic; also, 

‘A joint resolution for ¢he relief of Mrs, Angelina D. Smith; 


- hack to the House, with a substitute therefor, and recommended 
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Also, a jĝint resolution for the relief of John W. Smith; alse, 

An act making the town of Jasper, in the county of Jasper, 
the legal county seat; also, - 

An act granting the Commissioner of the General Land-of 
fice the franking privilege.: also, 

An act to define and fix ‘the practice of probate courts in cer- 
tain cases; also, 

* An act ‘supplementary to the statute of limitations, approved 
5th of February, one thousand eight hundred ane forty-one ; 

Also, an act to legitimate certain children therein named :— 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief George T. Holeman ; also, 

. An act for the reliefof Robert Pace; also, _ 

' An act to change the seat of jnsticesof ‘Austin county, and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

Which report was adopted. 

The select committee, J. W. Henderson, chairman, to whom 

was referred a bill, to be entitled an act for ‘the better security of 
mechanics, and others, erecting buildings in the eounty of Gal- 
veston, reported the same.back to the House, with amendments, 
and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon, the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, S. A. Maverick, chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill, supplementary fo an‘act regulating fees of 
office, approved January 18th, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-two, reported the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended its rejection; and in lieu thereof, offer a substitute, and 
recommend its passage. 

Which report was received, and bills laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, J. W. Henderson, chairman, to whom 
was referred an act, supplementary to an act concerning rents, 
reported the same back to.the House, and recommended its pas- 
sage. 

‘Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The select commiitee, Levi Jones, chairmay, to whom was - 
referred a bill for the relief of A..B. Shelby, reported the same 
its’ passage. . j 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 

gome up-among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill, relating to the estab- 
lishment of public ferries, and for other purposes. 
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Whieh was read a first time. ‘ 

Mr. iendrick, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal, in part, ` 
and amend an act regulating the duties of probate courts, and 
the settlanent of successions, passed at 4th Congress, and ap- 
proved. 5th February, one thousand eight hundred and forty. 

Winch was read a first time, 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill to change a mail-route 
therein named. _ , 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Cuney, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act 
better to define the boundary line between the counties of Aus- 
tin and Washington; and, amend, in part, an act entitled an 
act to alter a part of the southern boundary line of the county 
of Washington, and a part of the northern boundary line of the 
county of Austin, approved 29th January, one thousand eight 
hundred and torty-two. . 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Cazneau. by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act 
authorizing John C. Hays to raise a company of mounted gun- 
men, to act as rangers on the western and south-western fron-. 
tier. : 

Which was read a first time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Caznean, the rule was suspended, bill read - 
Ad time, and referred#o the Committee on Military Affairs. 


SPECAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the Committee on Finance, upon the tariff bills’ 
was taken up: and, 


On motion, was laid upon the table, until Mondoy. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A joint resolution concerning printing, came up on its adop- 
ion ; and, on motion, was adopted. 
j - A resolution ealling on the Secretary of War and Navy, for .. 
_/ information, came up on its adoption. : 
+ Mr. Green moved to strike out ‘Secretary of War,” and in- 
j sert “President.” 
` Adopted, ; 


uestion on the adoption of the resolution. 
Carried. 
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A joitt resolution for the relief of Mrs. Angelina D. Smith, 
avas reag 6 third time. aod - 

Mr. Philips moved to suspend the rule, prohibiting bills from 
Deing amended on third reading, - 3 

Carried. | i . eae: 

Mr. Philips offered the following amendment—“ insert, before 
the word “and,” “which may accrue to the chief justice.” 

Adopted. Í 

Question on the passage of the bill, 

Carried, and bil passed. 

An act for the relief of Robert Pace, was read a third time, 
and passed. f 

A joint resolution for the relief of Gporge T. Holeman, was 
read a third time, and passed. ; 

On motion of Mr. Philips, a bill regulating elections, was 
taken up on its second reading, and was reierred to a select 
committee. : ; 

Whereupon, the following committee was appointed, to wit: 
Mess, Philips, Rowlett, Lewis, Davis, Henderson and Ward. 

An act to legitimate certain children therein named, was read 
a third time, and passed. i 

A bill, to be entitled an act supplementary to the statute of 
limitations, was read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called for, $ 
stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Davis, Gage, 
Green, Hagler, Henderson, Johnston, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, 
Means and Person—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnell, 
Doom, Edwards, Brath, Head, Hogg, January, Johnson, Jones 
of Galveston, Maverick, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truit 
and Ward—20. 

Bill rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, transmitting a do- 
cument from the President; also, a document marked “secret.” 

An act to define and fix the practice of probate courts, in cer- 
tain cases, was read a third time, and passed. 

An act granting the franking privilege to the Commissioner 
of the General Land-office, was read a third time. 


the passage of the bill, 


On motion of Mr. Barnard, the rule was suspended, pro-, 


hibiting amendments on the-third reading of bills. , 
_ Mr. Barnard moved to amend by striking out “future,” and 
inserting “justice.” . eS A 
Carried. | 
s i 
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Question on the passage of the bill. a 

Carried, and bill passd. 

An act making the town of Jasper, in the county of Jasper, the 
legal county seat, was read a third time, and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John W. Smith, was rod 
a third time, and passed. . 

An act supplementary to an act regulating the sale of runa- 

way slaves, approved January 5th, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty- -one , Was read a third time, 

On motion of Mr. Green, the rule was suspended, prohibiting 
bills from being amended on third reading. 

Mr. Green offered the foll lowing amendment : 

«And all slaves taken in Mexico, one-half of his value shall 
goto the owner.” 1 

Rejected. 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

Carried and, bill passed, $ 

On m°¢tion of Mr. Darnell, the message from the President, 
transmitted to the House, through the Senate, was taken up, and 
read, with accompanying documents, 

Mr. Caldwell moved their reference to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. - + 

Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Dati, they were referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

An act better to secure the payment of debts due the citizens 
of the Republic of Texas, was read a third time. 

Mr. Lott moved the suspension of the rule, prohibiting bills 
from being amended on a 3d reading. 

Carried. 

Mr. Lott offered the following amendment, to wit: 

“Provided this act shall not exclude any debt, or debts, of a 
lega! character, that have or may hereafter be made, since the 
settlement of such debtor, in this Republig.” 

Adopted. 

~ Question on the passage of the bill. 


The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows, 
ta wit; 


jes Nore. Bourland, Davis, Doom, Greom, Hagler, John- 
ston, Lewis, Lott, and Truit—9. 


Nase Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, January, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Maver- 


18s 

ick, Means, Paschal, Person; Philips, Babb, Rowlett and Ward 
T, afad bill rejected. 

= Qa motion of Mr. Darnell; the House went into secret ses: 

The doors being ia 


On motion of Mr. Philips, the* House adjourned - umil 10 
o'clock; Monday morning. ; 


as -xt 


. WASHINGTON, MONDAY, 
January 8th; 1844. 1 


- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The Roll being called; the tollowing members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs: Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Ofznean, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis; Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Hender- 
son, Hoge, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, 
Lewis, Maverick, Means, Paschal, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps and Truit. 

A Quorum present. 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, presented a petition from the citizens 
of Galveston, praying for the reduction of tonnage duties on 
foreign shipping. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr, Person offered the petition of Jeremiah Tinnon: 

Which was referred to the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

The Committee on the State of the Republic, John Caldwell 
chairman, to whom was referred a bill, entitled an act to re- 
peal certain loan laws, reported tte same back to the House, 
-and recommended its passage. 

‘Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come wp among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, chairinan, to 
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whom was ‘teferred a bill to‘amend an act regulating dees of of 
fice; also, 

An act to extend the time for the payment of direct taxes; 
due from the citizens of the Republic, and for other purposes, 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended their 
rejection. 

Which reports were receited and bills laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, James Davis, chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill for the relief eff Maria Jesusa Gar- 
cia, reported the same back to the House, with an amendment; 
and recommended its passage; alsọ, 

To whom was referred a Gill, entitled an act authorizing 
John C. Hays to raise a company ‘of mounted gunmen, to act as 

rangers on the western and south-western frontier, reported the 
same back tothe House, and recommended its passage. 

Also, to whom was referred, a bill to incorporate the Fannin 
Artillery, reported the same back to the House, and recommend- 
ed its rejection. 

Which reports were received and bills laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, tô whour was referred the memorial of Wm. G. Cooke, 
reported the same back’to the House, with a bill for his relief, 

Which report was réceived, and bill read a first time. 

The i ‘ommittee on Enrolled Bills, S. A. Maverick, chairman, 
made the following. report, to wit: 


January 6th, 1844, 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


f! The Committee om Enrolled Bills have examined and find 
corectly enrolled, the following bills and resolutions, to wit: 

An aet to authorize the holding: of the district court in three 
plaves in Liberty county, 

An act legalizing the records of Panola county, and consti- 
tuting the same a part of the records of Harrison county. 

An act transferring a certain appropriation, made 27th Janu- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, for redemption 
of son and nephew. of J. Cox. 

Afi act to enforce the collection of costs in the je Supreme Court 
efthe Republie of Texas ; 
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An act to alter, in part, and define the northero bouadary hag. 
ef Harrison; and 

A joint resolution, making an appropriatiou for carrying the 
mails until March ist, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
four. 

The same, having been signed by the Pr esident of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives, were, this day; 
presented to His Excellency the President; for his approval. | 


(Signed) 5. A. MAVERICK, 
Chairman.: 


Which report was adopted. 


Mr: Davis; by leave, introduced ai act to divorce Jane E, 
Griffin from T. M: Griffin. 

Which was read Ist time. 

Mr. Lewis; by leave. introduced an act; entitled an act grant- 
ing a divorce.to Frederick Elms. 

‘Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Truit, by leave; introduced an act seit me tolls of 
water and horse mills. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. January, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to pre- 
vent the misapplication of the contingent fund, and other funds, 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Cazneah, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act 
supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certificates; 
and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, approved 
14th of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hogg, Messrs, Barnard, Means and Brath, 
were added to the Committee on Claims and Accounts, 

On motion of Mr. Johnston, Mr: Caldwell was added to the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a committee was appointed, to in- 
form the Senate, that the House was ready to go into the elec: 
tion of public printer; and to invite that body within the bar of 
the House. for the purpose of going into the above election. 

Whereitpon the following committee was appointed: Messrs. 
Caldwell, Green and Darnell. : 

The comtnittee returned, and reported daty performed, 

The nominations being in order— 

. Mr. Cazneau nominated Messrs. Cruger & Moore, 

Mr. Lott peels Mr. Thomas Johnston. 


= 
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‘The Hon. Senate appeared, and took seats provided for them, 
within the bar of the House. 
‘The following proposals were then read : 


Washington, Jan, 6th, 1844. 


To the Hon. the Chairman of the 
Com. on Public Printing on the part of the House : 


In accordance with a resolution of Congress, to go into the 
election of public printer on the Sth instant, and to receive sealed 
proposals up to that date, we avail ourselves of the opportunity; 
to lay before you, the terms upon which we are willing to print 
the laws and journals of the 8th Congress, to wit: 

We will print the laws and journals, at the rate of one- half 
of one cent per page; which will make a volume of one hun- 
dred pages cost your government fifty cents: the same to be 
paid for, on the delivery of each work—that is to say—when 
the journals of either House are completed, correctly, according 
to copy; the same shall be paid for, upon delivery ; and so with 
the laws —or whichever is finished first. . 

The facilities within the possession of the undersigned, for 
co'npleting the work, in the best possible manner, and in the 
shortest ti:ne ai ‘lowed, are well known to the Honorable Con- 
gress; and we would ‘add further, that if a part of the copy will 
be farnished, forthwith, and the remainder within ten days af- 
ter the adjournmeat of Congress, the laws can be completed 
and ready for delivery, within from twenty to thirty days there- 
after. 

Heretofore, it has been customary to -pay several ‘hundred . 
-dollars for publishing the Jaws in the official journal of the 
country—we propose to publish them in the Telegraph free of 
expense to the Government ; which, from its extensive circa: - 
lation, will bring within the reach of evety ci;izen of the coun- 
try, the means of understandiug and appreciating the institu- 
tions ander which they live—where, otherwise, they can only 
be found in the possession of some few government officers. 


With sentiments of high regard, 
We have the honor to be, &c., &c. 


(Signed) - ORUGER & MOORE, . 
per J: W. CRUGER. i 


167 


Also, the following : 


Vindicator Office. 
Washington, Dee, 28th, 1843. 


To the Chairman of Printing Committee, 


Str—lI have the honor to submit to the printing committee 
of the Hon. Congress, the following proposals, for printing the 
laws and journals of the 8th Congress of the Republic of Texas. 

I will print two thousand copies of the laws and five hundred 
copies of the journals at half cent per page, par funds, Exche- 

uer Bills received at par if they do not sink below 80 cents in 
the dollar, I will commence the work forthwith or as soon as . 
| asuflicient number of laws and resolutions are passed to make 
. a form. i 

I will havea suflicient number ready to supply each mem- 
ber with one copy of the laws in a few days after their rising. 

J will have all the copies of the laws ready for distribution 
within fifteen days after the rising of Congress. ‘The journals, 
as soon thereafter as practicable. - 

I have the honor to be, 
“With high consideration, 

‘Your very obd’t, serv’t., ` 

=- THOMAS JOHNSON. 


The Speaker announced the following nominations, to wit : 
Cruger & Moore, and Thomas Johuson, 

Whereupon the two Houses of Congress proceeded jointly, to 
the election—viva voce—of Public Printer, for the year one* 
thousand eight hundred and forty-four. 

Those members of the House voting for Messrs. Cruger & 
Moore, were : 

Messrs, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Erath, Gage, 
Green, Hagler, January, Johuston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Goazales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, 
. Philips, Rabb and Ward—20 votes, 

Those members voting for Mr. Thomas Johnson, were : 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, 
Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, - 
Rowlett, Stamps and Truit--17 votes. 

Messrs. Cruger.& Moore, received by the Hon, Senate, 5 
votes, 

Mr. Johnson, received by the Hon, Senate 7 votes, 
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RecarrruLatiox—Aessrs. Cruger & Moore, recvd, 25 votes, 
Mr. Thomas Johason, received 24 votes, 


Messrs. Crager & Moore, having received a majority of all 
tha votas given, wer; declared duly and constitutionally elected 
Pablie Printers for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-four. 

‘fhe Senate having retired, the House proceeded to the spé 
cial order of the day. 

Special order of the day—the adoption of the substitute of 
the Uo: mmittee on Finance for the Tariff Bills, entitled : “A hill 
to alter and repeal duties on imposts.” 

_Mr. Davis, nroyed to lay them on the table. - 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the House resolved itself into a 
committee af the whole on the Tariff Bills, 

Mr. Caldwell, was called to the Cizair. n 

The committee of the whole rose and reparted progress, and 
as ked leave to sit Again. which report was adopted. 

* Mr. Head, moved to have 40 copies of the bill printed. 

‘Mr. Green, that the committee on Printing have 100 copies 
of the bill printed. 

Carried. “ 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled : An act to fix the place of holding the 
sessions of the Supreme Court.” 

An act to establish a Post-office at Anahuac in Liberty 
County. - 

A joint resolution for the relief of Susannah and Thomas 
Jackson, as mail contractors for one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-eight, and one thousand èight hundred and thirty- 
nine. 

An act for the relief of A. B. Shelby. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 
House met —roll called—quorum present. 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following. Tes. 
port, to wit; s 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, ) 
January Sth, 1844. 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, | . rai 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


T'he Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a joint 
resolution for the relief of Jerome B. Robertson ; also, 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of John Hibkbics, 
deceased ; also, 

` An act to regulate the fees of County Clerks i in certali cases, 
also, - 

To legitimate John S. Hodge, and declare him c:pable of in- 
heriting as a lawful heir of James Hodge, senior; also, 

An act to exempt the citizens of the County of San Patricio 
from taxation ; also, : 

An act for the relief of R. J. W. Reel, administrator of the 
succession of Henry PearSon, deceased ; ‘and find the same dr- 
rectly engrossed. 

(Signed) WM. H. BOURLAND 
l one of the Comrimnittee. 

Which report was adopted. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, R, M. Collins, chairman, 
to whom was referred an act relative to the reshipmeut of mer- 
chandize, &c,, coastwise, subject to duty; reported the same 
back to the House and recommended its passage ; which report 


.was received_and the bill laid upon the- table to come up aniong 


the orders of the day. 

Mr, Ward, by leave, introdticed a bill to be entitled: “An act 
to authorize the holding of thé District Court in two places in 
Red River County, and for other purposes. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion the rule was suspended, bill read a second time 
and referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Lewis, by Jeave, offered the petition of sundry citizens, 
praying for a mail route ; which was placed among the Post- 
office bills. 

Mr. Doom, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Steph- 
en Jones. 

Which was read a first time, 

On motion the rule was suspended, the bill read -a second 
ime and referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 

wW 
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, ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled : “An act to change the seat of justice 
in the County of Austin.” 
Was read a 3d time and passed. | 


On motion of Mr. Henderson, an act to establish a standard 
of weights and measures, was taken up on its 2nd reading. 

Mr. Paschal, offered the following amendmefit : “Strike ont 
at the end of section 3d “his own use” and insert, “to the use 
of the conntry.” ` 

Adopted. 

_ Mr. Paschal, offered the following amendment “provided, a 
newspaper be published in the County.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Rowlett; offered the following amendment: “previded, 
however that no person shall be fined for selling any articles 
by welght or measure when he, she or they shall have: given 
fall weight or measure required,by this act.” 

Rejected. 

Question on the Engrossment of the bill. 

Carried, and bil] ordered to be engrossed. : 

An act to reorganize the District Courts of the 4th Judicial 
District. 

Was read a third time and passed, . 

A message was received from the President, through his pri- 
‘vate Secretary Mr. W. D. Miler. 

A bill to ensure the assessment of the taxable property of the 
Republic, and the collection of the Direct Tax, and for other 
purposes; came up on its second reading, with report from 
Committee on Finance recommending the ‘adoption of the sub- 
stitute submitted. 

‘Mr. Henderson, moved that the original and substitlite be 
- laid on the table. 

Carried. | 

A bill to be entitled : “An act to reguiate fees of Oot 
Clerks in certain cases ” 

Was read a 3d time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Jonathan Bird. 

Was read a third time and passed. - 

A bill to be entitled: “An act to legitimate John S. Hodgé 
and declare him capable of inheriting as the heir of Jathes 
Hodge, senior, &c.” 

Was read a third time, j a 


ta 


in motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, the rule was suspende 
Tor i om sae amended ee Teadi, ing. à 


Mr. Jones of nzales, offered the following amendments 
to wit : 

“Alter the name so as to read Hodges.” 

Adopted. Be 


Question on the passage of the bill.’ 
Carried ahd bill passed: 
An act to exempt the citizens of San Patricio County from 
taxation. 
l ‘Was read a third time and passed, 
|’ An act for the zelief of the heirs of Henry Pearson, deceased. 
‘Was read a 3d time and passed. .. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbins, 
deceased. 

Was read athird time, and 

On motion.of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, laid upon the table. 

A bill for the appointment of Patrols, &e. &c., caine ip on 
its 2nd reading, with the amendment from the select com- 
mittee. Y 

' «Amend 12th section by-striking out all afier “receive” and 
inserting “be imprisoned in the common jail of the county, in 
which conviction shall be had; and if there be no jail in said 
county, then in the nearest jail ‘thereto—and, moreover, shall be 
fined in a sum not exceeding five hundred ‘dollars, one half of 
which -fine shalt accrue to the informant, and the other to the 
county treasury, in which conviction shall be had.” 

Adopted. - : 

Mr. Henderson, offered the following amendment : 

“Strike out “subject to military duty,” wherever it ogeurs, 
andinsert “the owners of slaves? ` 

Adopted. ` 

Mre Scurry, offered. the. following amendment : 

“Be tt further enacted, That the inhabitants of incorporat- 
ed towns,- be exempted from the provisions of this act.” 

Adopted. ~ : , 

Mr, :Cuney, moved its engrossment: 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the bill and amendments were 
laid on the table; 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, introduced a bill to continue in force 

an, act for the relief of purchasers of lots in the city of Austin. 
** Which was read a first time. 
¿5 > #Mii-Maverick, presénted.the petition of Antonio Manchaea ; 
' which was referred to the committee on military affaivk: : 


> 
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On motion of Mr. Jones of Galveston, the tessage of the 
President was taken up and read, together with the accompany- 
ing documents, 


4 


The message was as follows, to wit :, 


* 


Exscutive DEPARTMENT; 
Washington, Jan. 8th, 1844. 


A To the Honorable the House of Representatives : 
l 
, 
% 
S 


I herewith transmit in addition to the information heretofore 
laid before Congress on the same subject, the accompanying 
note from the Secretary of War and Marine, enclosing an extract 
fron a recent letter of the commander of the Naval station at 
Galveston, 
The facts need no comments, the Navy is abandoned: 


RAM HOUSTON. 


Rac message and documents, on motion of Mr. Caldwell, 
were referred to the committee on naval affairs. : 

An act to incorporate the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
of Clarksville, came up on its 2nd reading from the select com- 
mittee, with ainendments. 

Amenduient Ist—section 4. “Be it Surthereenacted, That 
the property of said Church, shall not at any time exceed in value 
the sim of two hundred thousand dollars, and that the act of 
incorporation shail be for the term of fifty years,” 

Adopted. 

Amendment 2ud—seetion 5th. “Be it further enacted, That 
Congress shali have the right to appoint visitors to said incor- 
poration, aud should the said visitors conceive that any of the 
powers of suid incorporation are transcended, they shall report 
tie sa.ue to ine District Conrt of the County in which said 
Church is situated, and the said Court shall direct the District 
Attorney to institute the necessary proceedings, to enquire into 
the violation of said charter.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Rowlett, the bill was ordered to “Be engrossed. 

A bill the better to define the duties of county clerks, came up 
on its 2nd reading. k 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the bill and report were aid up- 
on the table. nin 
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A bill entitled : “An act fo authorize admihistratots, excet!- 
tors or guatdians, to purchase property for the collection of 
debts in certain cases,” came up on its 2nd reading, and on mo- 
tion was passed to a 3d reading. 

On motion of Mr. Head, the House adjourned antil- 10 o- 
clock, to-morrow morning: 


Wasuineron, Tursbay, 
_ January 9th, 1844. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. . 

The Roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
‘lins, .Darnell, Davis, Doom, -Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, 
Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Kendrick, Lott, ` Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, ‘Fruit 
and Ward. 

A Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceeding day was tead and adopted. 

Mr. Ward, offered tie petition of sundry citizens of Bowie 
and Red River ; which was referred to the committee on inter- 
nal improvements. 

The committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled: “An act to prevent. the 
retailing of spirituous liquors in quantities less than one quart,” 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended its inde- 
finite postponement. Also, | 

To whom was referred a bill to prevent smug geling ; . reported 
the‘same ‘back to the House, and recommended its passage.— - 
Also, 

To whom was referred a bill to repeal so much of an agt to 
raise a public revenue as relates to heences of ‘merchants. ap- 
proved 5th Feb., one thousand eight hundred and forty-two ; 
reported the same back to the ‘House, and recommendeil its se- 
jection:; whid report was received and bill taid upon the tablo, 
to come up among the orders ofthe day. Algo, 
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To whom was referred the petition of J. G.. Chalmers, report: 
éd the same back to the House with a joint resolution for his 
relief. ; 


Which was read a first time. 


'The committee om Public Lands, M. Ward, jt. chairman, to- 
whom was referred a bill to amend the 3d section ofan act to 
extend to late emigrants a donation of lands, &c., approved Jan. 

. one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine ; ; reported-the 
same back to the House, and recommended its rejection; which 
report was received and bill laid upon the table to come up a- 
mong the orders of the day. 

‘The Committee on Claims and Accounts, Jos. L. Hogg, chair- 
man, to whom was referred ajoint resolution requiring the Au- 
ditor to audit all duly authenticated claims against the Govern- 
ment; reported the same back to the House and recommended 
its passage. Also, 


To whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of Mi- 
nufe-men, created Feb. 4th, one thousand eight. hundred aud 
folky: one ; reported the same back to the House with an amend: 
-ment, and recommended iis passage. Also, 

To whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of Josè ' 
Casiano ; reported the same back to the House, and reeommn- 
ded the passage of the first section, aud the rejection of the 2nd; 
which reports were received and bills laid upon the table, to 
come upamong the ordersof the day. Also, 

To whom was referred a bill for the re lief of John Trussell ; 
reported the same back'to the House, and recommended its refer- 
rence to the appropriate committee ; which report was received 
and bill referred to committee on Public Lands. 

The committee on Education, A. Rabb, one of said committee; 
to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Fayette 
County, reported the same back to the House, with a bill to in- 
corporate Herman’s University ; which was read a first time. 

The select committee N. H. Darnell, chairman, to whom was 
referred a billto prescribe the mode of settling the claims of 
creditors of the estates of deceased persons ; reported the same 
bacı to the House with an amendment, and recommended its pass 
sage , Which report was read and bill laid upon the table to 

come up among the orders of the day. - 

The select committee sLevi Jones, ‘chair man, to. whom was re- 
ferred a bill to repeal an act passed 8th of Jan., 1841, respecting 
wreck-masters ; reported the. same back to the House and Tee 
commend its passage, Also, 
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To whom was referred an act to amend an act for the regu- 
jation of the coasting trade and the protection ‘of Texian ship- 
ping ; reported the same back to the House with ah amendment 
and recommend its passage ; which reports were received and 
bills laid spon the table, to come up among the erders-of the 
day. . 

The select committee, A. H. Philips. chairman, to whom was 


referred a bill regulating elections, made the following report, 
to wit: 


* 


COMMITTEE-ROOM, ? 
January, 9th 1844, § 


Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


Sır—'The select committee, to whom was referred a bill regu- 
lating elections, have had the same under consideration, and 
have given the subject all the, attention that its: importance ue- 
mands, . 

Your committee consider the bill unexceptionable in most, if 
not in all, its provisions. From its clearness and simplicity, it 
can be readily understood by all; while, at the same time, it 
provides for every emergency, and contains the most prompt 
and efficient remedial provisions to purge the polls. i 

There is but one provision in the bill, with regard to the pro- 
priety of which, your committee entertain any doubt, and that 
is where. the chief justice is allowed a casting vote, in case of a 
tie. It is, of course, presu med, that the chief justice will voté 
in common with other citizens, at the regular elections—as he 
cannot be disfranchised. If, then, he be allowed to give the 
„casting vote when a tie occurs, he would have twovotes. This 
might produce great dissatisfaction, not only between the par- 
ticular candidates, but might produce much excitement among 
the people: in addition to this, it may be remarked, that the ez- 
ercise of this prerogative might bring great odium on the thief 
justice; and if not the cause of his losing the confidence of one 
half of the people, might, at least, insuré to himself tgpir ill- 
feeling and political opposition. This ill-feeling apd political 
opposition, might engender much embarrassment to him, ih thë 
ordinary routine of his official duties, aš well as furnish a pre- 
text for insinuations against his official ney and iimpartial- 
ity, 
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On the other hand, no small inconveniences would arise if, 
in the case of a tie, the chief justice should not be allowed. to 
give the casting vote in such cases. The election for that par- 
ticular office’ would again be referred to the people,’ which 
would prodxce delay, and much expense of time. Your com- 
mittee have been thus particular in noticing this provision of 
the bill, as they consider it the only one upon which there may 

2adiversity of opinion. In order to settle this question, your 
“euntdittce would respectfully propose to the Honse, the ques- 
tion—“ shall the chief justice, in the elections, have the casting 
vote, in case of a tie 2” 

Your committee would further state, that the amendment 
proposed and adopted by the House, requiring the Secretary of 
State to furnish forms for the returns , is well adapted to facili- 
tate accuracy and uniformity in making returns, and will prove 
peculiarly useful in many districts. 

The amendment proposed relative to the statute of Ann, your 
committee consider unnecessary, as the regulations provided in 
the original bill, purging the elections, are deemed amply suf- 
ficient. Submitting the question to the House, rel.tive to the 
casting vote, your committee would report the bili back to the 
House, and recommend its passage. 

A. H. PHILIPS. Chairman. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. ` > 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of Daniel Alexander. 

Which was read a first time., 

The Committee on the State of the Republic, John Cald weil, 
chairman, to whom was referred a bill for the enmmeration ot 

the inhabitants of the Republic, reported that a majerity of said 
sonics instructed him to return the same back to the House, 
and recommend its rejection. - 

Mr. Cazneau moved the adoption of the report, 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, a call of the House was had. 

Mr. Henderson moved a suspension of the call. - 

Lost? 

The Sergeant-at-Arms returned with absent members, 

There being a full house, a further call was dispensed with, 

. Question on the adoption of the report of the committe. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows, 
“to wit: 

Ayes—-Messrs, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Crney, | 
Erath, Green, Hagler; January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of 
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galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Paschal, Philips, Rabb and Stamps—20. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Ed- 
wards, Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, Means, 
Person, Rowlett Trait and Ward—l17. 

Report adopted, and bill rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of the following bills: 

An act to amend the 17th section of an act to reduce into one 
and amend the several acts concerning exectitions, approved 
27th of Jan’y, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two. 

A joint resolution, making an appropriation of one thousand 
dollars, for printing ;—a substitute from the Sentate. 

A bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Wm. M. Eastland, 
and others, with amendments by the Senate. 

An act to change, in part, the times of holding the district 
courts in the 5th, 6th, and 7th judicial judicial districts. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to amend the charter of the Bra- 
zos canal company. = t 

A bill, to be entitled an act to incor porate the Colorado navi- 
gation company. 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of the family of “Deaf Smith.” 

Which was read a first time. 

_ Mr Hoge moved to take up a resolution, from the Senate, to 
* adjourn sine die, on Monday the 22d day of January next: 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
fo wit: 

“Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Da- 
vis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, 
Lewis, Lott, Means, , Montgomery, “Person, Rowlett, Stamps and 
Truit——21. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Green, Hagler, 
January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Kendrick, Maverick, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, and Ward 
—16. 

Resolution taken up. 

Quyestion—its adoption. 

Mr. Hogg moved to amend by striking out “next,” after Ja- 
nuary, and insert “one thousand. eight hundred and forty-four. ” 
_ Adopted. 

On. motion of Mr. Ward, the “22d of. January” was striken 
out, and the “29th of January, 744,” was inserted. 

Mr. Green offered the following substitute, to wit: 

x 
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That the House of Representatives, with the consent of the 
Senate, adjourn on the 29th January, one thousand eight hun. 
dred and forty-four; and meet in Austin, the seat of govern ment, 

on the 2d of April next. 

Tue ayes and noes being called for on the adoption of the 
resolution, stcod as follows, to wit: > 

Ayes— Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Green, Hagler, January, 
Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Ma- 
verick, Riontgomery, Paschal, Philips and ‘Rabb—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, Johnston, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, Rowlett, Stamps, 
Trait and Ward—23. i 

Substitute rejected, 

Mr. Gage offered the following amendment : 

«No new business shall be introduced or received, in either 
House of Congress, from and after the 22d instant, unless by 
consent of two- -thirds of the House in which said.new business 
is proposed to be introduced.” 5 

Rejected. 

Mr. Bouriand offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “the 29th of January,” ‘and insert “Sth Fe ebruary. 4 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the vote, striking out the “22d,” 
and inserting “the 20th,” was re-considered.: 

Qn motion of Mr. Green, the resolution and amendments 
were laid upon the table. , - 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to repeal the 13th section of an act to raise a public 

revenue by direct taxation, approved February 4th, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-one, came up on its second read« 

ing, fr om the Committee on Finance, with an amendment. 

Amendment—amend Ist section, by inserting at the bottom, 
“so far as relates to the city of Matagorda, j 

Adopted. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr, Kendrick, the rule ` was suspended, the bill 
- réad a third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to locate a road from. Wash- 
ington to the Sabine river, came up ons 2d reading, from Ses 
lect committee, with a substitute : which was adopted. 
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" On motion*of Mr. Doom, the 1 name of John R. Reid was. 
stricken out, and the name of C. C. Hurt inserted. 

On motion, the bill was ordered tobe gngrossed. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, A. H. Philips, Chairman, 
reported having ez samined an act to establish a standard of - 
weights and measures, and find the same cerrectl y engrossed. 

A bill to alter and amend the various acts relating to the du- 
ties of chief justice, and prescribing the manner in which com- 
missions shall issue, ve &ec,, came up on its second reading, . 
from the Committee òn the Judiciary, with an amendment. 

Amendment—strike out 10th and 11th sections. 

Adopted ; and, 

On motion, the bill was arine] to be ẹngrossed. 

A bill for the relief of A. B, Shelby, came up on its 2d reading, 
from select committee, with a substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Philips, the bill and substitute were laid 
upon the table. 

A bill to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitures shall 
be recoverable, came up on its 2d reading, from the Committee 
an the Judiciary, with an amendment. 

Amendment—In the fourth line from the®bottom, strikeout 
the word “only,” and insert the words “or exchequer bills.” 

Acopted, | 

On T the bill passed tọ a 3d reading. `. 

A. bill to alter the time of holding the Supreme Court, and for 
other purposes. 

A bill to admit to record, deeds, conveyances, &c., made in 
foreign countries. 

A bill to amend and repeal so much of an act to regulate fées 
of office, as relates to district attorneys, approved 18th Jan., one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two. 

An act to repeal an act regulating sales by judgment or de- 
cree of probate courts, &c., Ec. 

An act to prevent physicians’: -bills, in cases of last sickness, 
from being allowed as privileged or preference debts. 

A bill to repeal, in part, au act therein named. 

A bill regulating fees of office, came up on their 2d readings, 
with a report from the Committee on the Judiciary, recommend- 
ing their rejection. 

“Wir. Caldwell moved to lay the report | on the table, and take | 
the bills up separately. 

Carried, 

A‘bill to repeal, in pant, an act eatin named; ce came up on its 
2d reading ; and, . 
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On motion, was laid on'the table: i Sek 

A bill to prevent physicians’ bills, in cases of last sickness, 
from being allowed as privileged or preference claims, came uf 
.on its 2d reading. ° i 

Mr. Philips moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 


The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows; 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Doom, 
rath, Hagler, Hogg, January, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Lewis, Paschal, Person, Philips and Rewlett—16.° 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bqurkand, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
~- Edwards, Gage, Head, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lott, Ma- 
verick, Means, Rabb; Stamps, Truit and Ward--17.. . 

- Lost. 

Mr. Head moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows :. 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Darnet, Davis, Edwards, Gage, 
Head, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lott, Maverick, 
Means, Rabb, Stamps, Truit and Ward-16. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Cuney, Doom, Erath, Hagler, January, Jones of- Gonzales, 
Kendrick, Lewis, Paschal, Person, Philips and Rowlett—17- 

Lost, and bill rejected. ; 

An act to repeal an act, regulating sales by judgment or de~ 
cree of probate courts, &c,, came up on its second reading, and 
was. ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the vote just taken, on the engross- 
ment of the bill to prevent physicians’ bills, in eases of last sick- 
ness, from being allowed as privileged or-preference claims, 
was re-considered, 

On motion of Mr, Kendrick, a call of the House was had. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Montgomery was excused. 

There being a full House, a further call was suspended. 

Question on the engrossment of the bill. 


‘The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit : | 

Ea ange Bourland, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Edwards, 
Gage, Green, Head, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lott, 
Maverick, Means, Rabb, Stamps, Truit and Ward—1s. 

Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, — 
Doom, Wrath, Hagler, Henderson, January, Johnston,Jonés of 
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Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, Paschal, Person, Philips and Bows 
lett-—18. | 

Lost, aud bill rejeeted. . ‘ : 

Mr. Doom moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock, P. m. 

Lost. - l 

A bill to amend and repeal so much of an act to regulate fees 
of office, as relates to district attorneys, approved Jenuary 18th, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, came up on its 2d 
reading, from the Judiciary Committee, recommending its re- 
jection, i 

_ Which report was adopted. 

A bill to admit to record, deeds; conveyances, &c., made in 
foreign countries, came up on its second reading, from the Ju- 
diciary Committee, recommending its rejection. 

Which report was adopted. 

A bill to alter the time of holding the Supreme Court, came 
tip on its second reading, from thé Committee on the Judiciary; 
and on motion of Mr. Davis, was laid on the table. 

A bill regulating fees of office, came up on its second reading, 
frem the judiciary Committee, recommending its rejection. 

© Mr. Darnell offered the following amendmé@Mt : i 

“ And that the justices of the peace, and'clerks of the district 
and county courts, shall have one-half of the amount of each 
vee rendered by each court, in addition to the foregoing 
ees.” 


The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption thereof, 

stood this: `g A 
Ayes—Messrs. Collins, Darnell, Edwards; Head, January, Lott, 

Means, Paschal, Person, Philips and Stamps—11. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cu-. 
ney, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage; Green, Hagler, Henderson, 
Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, 
Maverick, Rabb, Rowlett, ‘Truit and Ward—23., 

Rejected, | 

On motion of Mr. Paschal, the report of the committee re- 
jecting the bill, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, the House adjourned. until three 
o'clock, P. M: - 
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: i 3 O'CLOCK, P. Ms 


‘The House met—roll called—quor um present. 

Ou motion of Mr. Jones of Galveston, a bill for the relief of 
A. B. Shelby, was taken up on its 2d re ading, with report of the 
select committee, to whom it was referred, offering a substitute 
for the’same, viz: 

“A bill, to be entitled an act for the payment of certhin ba: 
lances due the judiciary of this Republic.” 

On motion, the substitute was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Galveston; the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The Committee on Claims and ‘Accounts, Joseph L. Hogg, 
Chairman, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled a joint 
resolution for the relief of G. W. Terrell, reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the or@ers of the day. - 

A bill to repeal an act regulating sales -by judgment or de- 
cree of probate Gotirts, approved January 9th, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four, came up ót its í 2d reading, from 
the Judiciaty Committee, 

Mr. Kendrick moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, Head, Hogg, January, 
Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lott, Means, Person, 
Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Hen- 
derson, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Maverick, Paschal 
and Philips—11. . 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

_ An act for the relief of Maria Ex Goodwin, Louisiana Har: 
ris, Eliza M. Harris, and other heirs of Robert’ W. Harris, de- 
ceased. 

An act for the reliefof Martha B. Runnels, and others, 
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A joint resolution for the relief of Caroline Boals;, D. Daw 


son, ànd others. 
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An act making the town of Jasper, in the county of Jasper, 
the legal county seat, . 

A joint resolntion for the reliefof Mrs, Angelina D. Smith. 

An act granting the Commissioner of the General Latic-odice 
the franking privilege, with an amendment; and. ee 

An act to establish and incorporate the Wesleyan male and 
female college of San Augustine, with amendments. 

An act‘to establish a standard of weights and measures, was 
read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called’ for, on the passage ofsthe bill; 
stood as follows, to wit; 

. Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Coney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath. Gage, Henderson, Janu- 
ary, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and Trnit—24. 

Noé8—Messrs Bourland, Edwards, Green, Head, Hogg, 
Means, Paschal, Person, Rowlett and Ward—10. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

Mr, Lewis, by leave, offered the- petition of J. W. J, Kerr, 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, offered the memorial of James Good 
man. which was réferred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. Doom, by leave, introduced a -bill to prevent the obstruc- 
tion of Navigable streams, or water bourses, in Texas. 

Which was read a first time. 

A bill to amend an act to organize the militia in the counties 
of Robertson and Brazos, came up on its 2d reading, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, with an amendment. 

Amendment—“and that the county of Robertson shall be en- 
titled to elect the lieutenant-colonel, and the county of Brazos, ` 
the majorgin like manner.” 

Adopted. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, was 
taken up, andread ; and, 

On motjon of Mr. Jones, of Galveston, referred to a select 
committee, who were instructed to examine the returns made by 
the collectors, é&c. &c. l . 

Whereupon, the following committee was appointed: Messrs, 
Jones of Galveston, Maverick and January. 

A bill for the better security of Mechanics and others, erect- 
ing buildings in the city of Galveston ; came up on its second 
teading from’ the sélect committee, with an amendment, 
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Amendinent Ist—strike out the caption and insert the. fol- 
lowing, to wit. l ' ' 

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the better security of Me- 
cnanies and others.” 

Adopted, * 

Amendment 2nd—strike out the words “in the city and 
eninty si Gah ston, ” in the sixth line from the top. 

Ado; pter 

On taotion of Mr. Jones of Galveston, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On mbtion of Mr. Gaisa, a bill authorizing John C. Hays, 
to raise a company of m ounted gun-men; was ‘taken up on its 
Zad reading, from the committee on Military Affairs, and 

On motion of Mr. ‘Caldwell, was ordered to be engrossed, 
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. A bill to be entitled: “An act to authorize administrators, 
executors or guardians to purchase property for the collection 
of debts in certain cases.” 


Was read a 3d time and passed. 


An act supplimentary to an act concerning rents; came up 
on its 2nd reading from the select committee with an amend- 
ment. « 

Amendment—*Provided, that ia no case shall the lien ex- 
tend or continue beyond the first day of sabusty next after the 
maturity of the crops.” 

Adopted. | 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

An act regulating fees of office ; came up on its 2nd read- 
ing from the select committee, -offering a substitute, which was 
adopted. 

Mr. Henderson, offered the following amendment: , 

Strike out all after “Justice of the Peace” in section Ist, and 
insert “may issue execution for costs, provided, they shall not 
charge in the bill of costs any fee for said execution:” 

Mr. Darnell offered the following amendment, to wit: 

«And, provided further, that such. execution shall not issue 
before the plaintiff.shall demand his execution, provided. that 
time does not exceed six months.” - 

- Mr. Jones of Gonzales, moved the indefinite postponement of 
the bill and amendments. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, “Caldwell. Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Edwards, Brath,; Gage, Green, Hagler, Henderson. January, 
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Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Paschal, Person, 
Philips. Rabb and Ward—21. ; 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker,,Darnell, Davis, Head, Hogg, John- 
ston, Johnson, Lott, Means, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—11, 
Carried, and bill indefinitely postponed. j 
Mr. Lott, moved to adjourn until 9 o'clock, to-morrow; ~ 
On motion of Mr. Collins, the House adjourned until 10 o- 
clock, to-morrow morning. 


~ 


i Wasarneron, Wednesday, — 
= January 10th, 1844. ? 


‘The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll: being called, the following members answered to 
their names to wit: ’ 

Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Darnell, Davis, Doom, 
Edwards, Brath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
Hogs, ‘January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Ken- 
drick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Paschal, Person, Philips, 
Rowlett, Stamps. Truitand Ward. - 

A Quorum present. . 

The journal of the preeeeding day was read and adopted. 
¥ The committee on the Judiciary, J. Davis, one of the Com- 
Mittee to whom was referred a bill to providé'the mode ef tak- 
ing interrogatories where witnesses are beyond the limits of the 
Republic ; reported the same back to the House with an amend- 
ment and recommended its passage. Also, 

To whom was referred a bill to be entitled: “An act further 
to amend proceedings in civil suits ; reported the same back to 
‘the House with an amendment, and recommended. its passage - 
which "reports, were received, and bills laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of theday. Also, 

To whom was referred a bill to be entitled: “An aet to pro- 
tect the property of Texian prisoners in Mexico; reported the 
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same or to Dó House with a substitute; aad’ reconiniénd its 
adoption; which report:was received and bill laid upén the 
table, to come up among the orders of the.,day. Also, 

To whom was referred a bill ta be entitled :: “An act to au. 
thorize the hoiding of the. District Conrt in two places in Red 
River County and for other purposes ; reported the same *back 
_ to the House and recommended its passage ;, which report was 
received and bill laid upon the table, to come up among the 
orders of the day. Also, 

To whom was referred the petition of Missouri Jane Wagner 
praying to be divorced from Charles Wagner ; reported the 
-~ game back to the House with a bill to divorce 'Misouri Jane 
Wagner and Charles Wagner. 


Which was read a first time. 


Mr, Scurry, moved the rejection of the bill. 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 


Ayes—~Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, 
Crt Hagler, Head, Benenel Maverick, Paschal, ‘and Row. 
ett—12. 


Noes—Messrs; Barnard, cuca Collins, Davis, Doom, 
Erath, Gage, Henderson, Hoge, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Lott, Means, 
Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps, Truit, and Ward—23. 


Lost, and motion rejected. Also, Š 

To whom was referred a bill to enforce the more faithful 
performance of duties of Sheriffs. - 

A bill to amend the laws in ‘relation to the appointinént of 
District Attorneys, &e. &e- -~ 

A bill entitled: “An act to change the time of holding 
the Courts in the first Judicial District. 

- A bill entitled: “An act to prevent executors, &c., from 
paying their own individual debts, out of the’ assets of- their tess 
tators” 

A bill to be entitled : “An act mE E to an act estab 
lishing the jurisdiction and powers of the District Courts, ap- 
proved Dec. 22nd, 1836.” ; 

A bill entitled a law to save costs and.transform- Lawyers into 
honest Farmers ; reported the same back to me House and re- 
commend their rejection. — 

Mr. Cazneau,-moved the adoption of the report, 

ə Ong metion of Mr. Darnell, the report and bills were laid up- 
an the table, a 

a 


ry - is? i 
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The eomimittee on the State of the Republic, Jobn Caldwell, 
ehbitman; to whom was-téferred> a joint resolution ,requiri g 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to return to t 
Seat of Government and open his office ; reported the same bacle 
. to the House with a.substitute, and recommended the -passage 
théreof. 

Mr, Cazneau, moved the adoption of the substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, a call of the Howse was had 
and the Sergeant-at-arms dispatched í for absent members, 

Mr. Cazneau, moved a suspension of a further ‘call. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, Messrs. oa and Boutland, 
` were excused: z =o oai 

There being a full House, a farther eal was die with. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry a committee was appomted to take 
the vote of Mr. Bourland; whereupon the following: committee 
was appointed : Messrs. Ward, Cazneau and Cuney. nsd 

Mr. Rowlett, moved that-the original and substitute be laid 
upon the table. ee 

Mr. Cazneau, moved that a committee be appointed to take 
Mr. Botirland’s voté;-on the motion to lay the. bul-on the table. 

Carried. 

“The chair appointed the same committee. 

-Quvstidn ‘on tayimg the original and substitute on the fable. 
; a dyes: ‘and noes being called for, thereon; stood as follows, 

o wits o: 
Ayes—-Messrs, Speaker, Barani, Collins, Cuney,_ Darpell, 
Davis, Edwards, Head, Hénderson, Hogg, Lewis, gaara 
“Persons: Rowlétt;Stamps, and. Pruit+-17. 5. ; 
Noes-—-Messrs, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Pty 
Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of 
“Giilveston!' Jonév of Gonzales, Kendrick, : Maverick, Montgom- 
BY, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, and Ward—Rihas = ee E E 
t Motiôn eRe 
Mr. Rowlett, oe a ‘substinnte for the ate of the com- 
“tities: Sara <- 
"a Mr. Collins, ee its adagio 
ms Scurry; moved to adjourn until 3 o ‘clock, P.M. 
ost; 2 sage 

HoMr : ‘Henderson, moved ‘the. indefinite posipénement of. the 
- tigita awaGlibstititte, `.. eet 

i The-syepand! noes being called fox eraon, stgod as flows 

O wit: a Foy oer ote 

i PA Jit- Messrs, Speaker, Banii ‘Cnney,,, i Darnall., pais 


gig) 
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Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, — 


id . 
Rowlett Seomps and Trrit—lb. 
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Noes——hivers. Soctland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Doom, 


pute 
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Erath, Gage, Green, Hagier, J anuary, Johnston, Johnson, Jones 
of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick; Montgomery, Paschal, 
Philips, Rabb and Ward—21. 
Lost. ee . 
Mr. Scurry, moved to postpone the whole, until the first day 
of February. _ 
‘The Chair decided. that the motion was out ef order, and 
therefore the House could not entertain it. 
Mr Ssarry, appealed fro n the decision of the chair. 
The House sustained the chair, __ í 
i Mr. Green, moved the adoption of the substitute of Mr. Row- 
ett 
Mr. Lott, moveđ to adjourn until 3 o'clock, P. m. 
Lost, 
Question on the adoption of the substitute of Mr. Rowlett. 
_ The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as. follows, 
to wit: i : Eoo 
Ayes--Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caz- 
neau; Collins, Cuney, Doom, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler; Jan- 
uary, Johnston; Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Maver- 
ick, Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlet and 
Ward—25. . : . 
Noes—~Messrs. Darnell, Davis, Edwards, Head; Henderson, 
Hogg, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Lott, Means, Stamps and 
Treit—12, ps 
Carried, and substitute adopted. . site c. 
Mr. Hogg, moved to amend: by striking out “Austin” where 
it occurs in the substitute. 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus - 
to wit:. se 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Ed- 
wards, Head, Henderson, Lewis; Lott, Means, Person, and 
Truit—-13. cae 
Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Doom, 
| Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnson, Johnston, Jones 
- of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Montgomery, Pas- 
chal, Philips Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, and Ward—23. 
Lost, and amendment rejected. a l 
E Barnard, moved to lay the original and substitute on. the 
table. i 


ad 
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‘he ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as tole 
lows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
fadwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, Meays, Person; 
Rowlett, Stamps, and Truit—16. ar ae 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Davis, Doon, 
rath, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson; 
Jones ot Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick; 
Montgemery, Paschal, Philips, Rabb and Ward—21. 

' Lost, and motion rejected. 

Question on the adoption of the substitute of Mr. Rowlett, in 
lieu of the oinal bill. — 

"The ayes and noes being called for thereoh, stood as follows 

to wit: . . 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caz- 
heau, Collins, Doom; Erath; Gage, Green, Hagler, January, 
TO, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales; 
Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Person; Philips, 
Rabb; Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward-27, 

Noes—Messrs. Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Edwards, Head, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott; and Means—10- 

The substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Caldwell, moved the previous question. 

The qnestion—-shall the main question be now put, was put 
and’ carried, 

The main question “shall the bill be engrossed ?” 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit ; : $ 

Ayes—Messrs Bourland. Caldwell; Cazneau. Collins, Doom, 

Hrath; Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz, Kendrick, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal, Philips Rabb, Rowlett and Ward—22. 
_ Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cuney, Daruell, Davis; 
Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, 
Stamps and Truit—15. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrosse¢. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned until 3 


o'clock, `P. m 
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THREE O'CLOCK P. Ñ: 


tfousemet—roll called-—quorum present. l 

Mr. Caldwell, was called to the chair. £ 

The Committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, chairman, to’ 
whom was referred the Senates bill to revive in part the duties 
on imposts. imposed by an act entitled: “An act altering the 
several acts to raise a publie revenue by impost duties, ap prov: 
ed 5th Feb., one thousand eight hundred and forty.” 

Reported a substitute for the same, and oo its pas: 
sage; which report was received and bill laid ofthe table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Internal Improvements, Elisha E, Lott, 
chairman, to whom was referred the petition of Sylvanus Dun- 
ham; reported the same ‘baek to the House with a bill, ang ge 
l commended its passage. 
` Which bil was read a first time, . 

The committee-on Public Lands M. Ward, jr., chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of John Saunders ; reported the 

same back to the House with a bill for his relief, and recom- 
mended its passage ; which bill was read a first time. ' Also, 

To whom was- ‘referred a joint resolution fer the relief of 
Capt. Robert Oliver. Also; - 

A bill for the relief of persons who have obtained conditional 
Head.right-certificates ; reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended their passage. Also, . 

To whom was referred a bill for the relief of Samuel. Lemons: 
teported the same back to the Honse, with a substititte, and re- 
coimmended its passage ; which” report: was received and bills 
‘laid upon:.the table, to come up among the ordars of the day. 

The tommittee-on mil itary affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Antonio Manchaca, reported the same pack to, the 
House, with a biil for his relief. 

Which was read a first time. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, Joseph L, Hogg; 
chairman, to whom was referred the petition of Jeremiah Tiv- 
nan ; reported the same back to the House, with a jOint resolu- . 
tion for his relief, 

Which was read a first time. 

The committee on ng tonsan Bills, ni the following re: 
part, to wit: 


ax 
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TOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
January LOth, 1844, 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives :” 


The committee ori Engrossed Bills, have examined an Act to 
repeal an act, regulating ‘sales by judgement or decree of Pro- 
bate Courts, or Courts of Chancery, approved Janbary 14th, 
1843; also ¢ 

An act to amend an act entitled: “An act to organize the mi- 

'Jitia of Robertson and Brazos Counties, approved Jan. 16th, 
1842 ,”- also, 

An act authorizing John O. Hays, to raise a Company of 
niounted gunmen, to act as-Rangers, on the Western and South 
Western Frontier ; and find the same correctly engrossed, 


WM. H. BOURLAND, : 
one of the Conimittee. 


a x ¥ 


Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of. TTA 4 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was referred an 
act supplementary to an ‘act to locate a road from Washington 
fo the Sabine River. Also, 

An act to incorporate the Cumberland, Presbyterian Church 
of Clarksville, Also, 

Au act to repeal the 13th Section of an act*to amend an act 
entitled : “Au act to raise a public revenne by direct taxation, 
approved Feb. 4th, 1841,” haye examined the same.and fuid 
them eorrectly en grossed: 


. o EK PERSON, 

3 one of the Committee. 
Whieh report was adopted. 
The Committee on ‘Enrolled Bills, 8. ‘A: Maverièk chairman’ 

reported having examined an act to amend the 17th section of 

_ an act to reduce into. ‘one, and amend the' several acts concernin 


éxecutions, approved January 27th, rong thousdhd eight) hún- 
: dred and forty-two; also, 
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An act establishing a post office at Anahuac, in the county of 
Liberty, and find the sameecorrecily enrolled. 

Which report was adopted. 

The select committee, G. B. Hrath, chairman, to whom was 
referred the petitions of citizens of Washington county. for and 
against the removal of their county seat, and find it a delicate 
matter to legislate upon the special privileges appertaining to 
the citizens of said county, or their representatives, and ask to — 
be excused from a further consideration thereof. 

Which report was adopted. 

A majority of the above select committee, by Mr. Stamps, re. ’ 
ported the following bill: 

A bill to remove the seat of justice of Washfigton county 
from Mount Vernon to the town of Independence. - 

Which was read a first time. 

On motian of Mr, Stamps, the rule was suspended, ‘the bill 
read a second time. 

Mr. Henderson moved the engrossment of the bill, 

Lost, and bill rejected. 

. On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, a bill for the relief of 
John Hibbins, was taken up and placed among the orders of the 
da 

Mir, Henderson, by leave, offered the following resolution : 
Whereas, the public printer is now ready to publish the jour- 

nals of the House of Representatives, and it being expedient 

to fave the same ready for circulation, at as early a period 
as practicable—therefore, 


Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, That the . 
chief clerk be authorized to employ some suitable person to 
copy the journals, and forthwith transmit the same to the pub- 
lic printer, for publication ; and that said person shall be allowed 
the sum of ten cents for each hundred words, to be paid out of 
the contingent fund of Congress. 

Wh.ch was rejected. 

Mr. Truit, by leave, introduced an act supplementary to an 
- act for the punishing ot crimes and misdemeanors. 

Which was read Ist time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 7” 


A bill to establish and incorporate the Wesleyan male and fe- 
male college of San Augustine, with amendments from the Se- 
nate. 


Sam 
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First amendment :— | 

Section 2d, strike out the words “twenty-five,” and insert 
“thirteen.” i 

Second amendment :— 

Section 3d: strike out all after the word “ wit,” in the 3d line, 
and, ingert the following: “Francis Wilson, John C.-Brooks, 
Travis G. Brooks, Jas, Perkins, Daniel Poe, Alex. M. Davis, F. 
G. Lovett, O. Fitzallen, Littleton Fowler, Henry W. Augustine, 
John G. Berry, Wm. D. Rateliff, John G. Love, and J. Pinck- 
ney Henderson.” 

Third amendment :— l 

Section 4th: in third line from bottom, strike out the word 
two,” and insert the word “one.” 

Fourth amendment :— ; 

Section 17: add “unless there is a full board present.” 

Fifth amendment :— 

- Section 20.: strike out all after the word “ privileges,” in-se- 
cond ‘tine, and insert the following: “or any other privileges 
not contemplated by this charter; anda non-compliance with 
the provisions of this act, or a breach of the same, shall work a 
forfeiture of this act or charter.” 

Concurred in. : 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill to ensure the assessment of the 
taxable property of the Republic, and the collection of the di- 
rect tax, and for other purposes, was taken up, and made the 
special order of the day for | 1-o’clock, to-morrow. 

An act granting the Commissioner of the General Land of- - 
fice the franking privilege, with amendments from the Senate. 
Ist amendment—-strike out the preamble. ~ 

2d amendment—insert the words “and auditor,” in the cap- 
tion, in the first section, 3d line; 2d section, 2d line, after the 
words “Land-office,” ’ 

Third amendment—strike out “his,” in third line, Ist section, 
and insert “their.” 

4th amendment—strike’out “he,” in the third line, second 
section, and insert “they.” In. the same section, 4th line, strike 
out “his,” and insert “their.” 

Amendments concurred in. - 

A joint resolution making an appropriation of one thousand 
dollars, for printing, with a substitute from the Senate. 

Substitute adopted. 

A. bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Wm. M. Eastland, 
and otrs, with amendments from the Senate. 
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ist amendment—insert, in the caption, after the word “of” 
"the heirs of.” * 

- 2d amendment—-irsert the letter “s,” after the word *“SUCCESS- 
ion,” in the third line of the first section. 

od amendment—add to the Ist section, after the word “not. 
withstanding,” the following: “ provided the said reak estate 
remain the property of the succession, or of the heirs of the de- 
ceased, during said period, 

4th amendment—after the word “taxes,” in , the third line of 
the 2d section, insert the words “ upon all real estate owned by- 
them.” : 

An additional section. 

Be it further enacted, That the benefits of this act shall be 
extended to the prisoners and killed, during the incursion of 
General Woll, to the city of San Antonio, in the county of Bex- 
ar, in the month of Septetaber, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-two. , à 

Amendments concurred in. 

A bill to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitu res ‘shall 
be recoverable, was read a third time, and passed. 

& joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbins, 

aeceased, came up on ifs passage, and passed. 
- An act to repeal an act regulating sales by judgment or de- 
cree of probate courts, or courts of chancery, approved January 
i4th, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, was read a 
third time, and passed. 

‘An act to amend an act, ‘entitled an act to organize the mili- 
tia of the counties of Robertson and Brazos, approved January 
tth, one thousand eight bundred and forty-two, was read a 3d 
time, and passed. ; 

A bill authorizing John ©. Have. to raise a ‘company of mount- 
ed gunmen, was read a 3d time, and passed. 

An act to incorporate the Cumberland Presbyterian church 
of Clarksville, was read a 3d time. and passed. 

An act, supplementary to an act to locate a road from Wash- 
ington to the Sabine, was read a 3d time, and passed. 

The tariff bills came up on their second reading, and were 
made the special order of the day for Friday next, 71E o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. January, the vote rejecting the resolution 
offered by Mr. Henderson, was re- considered: 

- Mr. Davis moved to strike out “ fifteen cents.” 

Carried. — 

Mr. Davis moved -to insert ‘ten cents.” 
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= Mr. Henderson moved to insert “123 cents.” 
Mr. Green moved to insert “20 cents.’ ` 
Lost. ` 
&uestion on inserting “L24 cents.” 
Lost. DoS f 
Question on inserting “10 cents.” nose 
Carried. i 
Qnestion on the adoption of the resolution. 
Carried. and resolution adopted. 
An act to establish a mail-route therein named, came up on its 
second reading; and, j 


HAS 7 N 
On motion’cf Mr. Barnard, was taid on the table. 


The Committee on the State of the Republic, Wm. L. Caz- 
neau, one of said committee, to whom was referred a bill for the 
permanent location of the seat of government‘of the Republic 
of Texas, reported the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended its rejection. 

Mr. Rowlett moved to lay the bill and Report upon -the table. 

Lost. es 

Mr. Henderson moved to lay the bill upon the table until the 
20th instant. 


The ayes and noes were called for, thereon, and stood as fol. 
lows, to wit : 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Brath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, 

Means, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—l17. 


Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Gage’ 
Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston: 
Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb and. Ward—20. 

Lost. , 

Question on the adoption of the report of the committee. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: . 

*Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Gage, 
‘Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, ` Kendrick, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and Ward 

3. so: ; n 


a 


Sterne 


Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Head, Lewis, Lott, Means, Rowlett 
and Trdit—t4, l 

Report adopted, 


# 
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A message “was received from the Senate, informinig the: 
House, of the passage of the following bills: 

An act to provide the mode of serving process or notice, in 
certain cases, 

An act to define aud fix the practice of probate courts, in cer- 
tain cases, with amendments, 

A bill, to be entitled an act to amend the criminal laws of the 
Republic of Texas, with amendments. ` 

Av act to authorize the sheriff of Rusk county to collect the 
state and county taxes of said-county, for the-year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two, and for other purposes, with 
amendments. 

An act to legitimate certain children therein named. 

An act requiring the Auditor to audit certain accounts therein. 
named, 

A bill in relation to mail-routes; came up on its 2d reading ; 
and on motion, was laid. on the table. 

A bill; to be entitled an act to open and establish a national 
road, came up on its 2d reading, with amendments, by the Cou- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

Ist amendment—In section Ist, in- 3d and Ath lines, strike out 


“of the county of Ked River,” and insert “Jason Wilson, and.” 


Adopted. 

2d amendment—In section 3d, ir last line but one, strike out 
‘six hundred and forty,” and insert oùe hundred and sixty.’ 

Adopted. 


3d amendment—To section Bth, add: ‘in which. event, it 
shall be the duty of the Commissioners to issue a certificate to’ 


the one having completed the same; which shall be authority ` 


to the Commissioner of the General Land-office, to: issue a pa- 
tent for the same. ‘ 


Adopted. 
Ath amendment—Substitute for 14th section. 


“Be ù further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Commissioner, to specify, in all contracts made with individu- 
al, for the opening of said road, to specify how said road shall 
be cleared out—the width of the same, which shall be at least 
thirty feet wide; and all stumps shali be eat within twelve in- 
ches of the surface of the earth; and that all bridges shall be at 
least fifteen feet wide, and built of good substantial materials ; : 
and all contracts shall be completed | bythe Ist day of „January 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-five z and that this act 


_ take effect from and after its passage.” 
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Mr. Hogg movéd to lay the bill tipon the table. 

Lost. : 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was made the special’ 
order of the day at 3 o'clock, to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr, Kendrick, the Senate’s bills were taken up: 

A bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Conipany, was 
read a first time. 

An act to change, in part, the times of holding the district 
courts in the fifth judicial district, was read a first time. 

Mr. Stamps, by leave, introduced an act to remove the county 
seat of the county of Washington. 

Which was read a first time. 
` On motion, the rule was suspended, bill read a second time, 
and referred to a select committee: whereupon the following’ 
committee was appointed: Messrs, Stamps, Erath and Rabb. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced an act to amend and 
explain the Ist section of an act, entitled an'act to. amend an 
act to provide for the foreclosure of mortgages on real and per- 
sonal estate, &c., and for other purposes. 

Which was read a firsttime, 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
tow morning, 10 o’clock. 


, Wasnineton, THURSDAY, 
Jan. 11th, 1844. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Caldwell was called to the Chair, 

The roll being called, the following membets answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, | 
Green, Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lew- 
is, Lott, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Phi- 
lips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward. 

Quorum present. i , i l 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, — 


4 


i= o y 


‘The committee on Public Lands, M. Ward, jr Chairmai, 


‘to whom was referred the petition of Mary Johnston, reported 


the sume back to the House, with a joint resolution for her re- 
lies, aud recommended its passage. . 

Which joint resolution was read a Ist time. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, A. EH. Philips, one of said 
committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled an act to 
regulate forcible entry and detainer, reported the same back to 
ttie House, with amendments, and recommended its passage, 

Which report was received and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders ofthe day. 

The Judiciary Committee, H. K. ee one of said commit: 
tee, to whom was relerred a bill, to be entitled an act making 
fnrther provisions for settling fraudulent land certificates, re. 
ported a substitute therefor, and recommended its passage: 

- Which report was received and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, Wm. H. Bourland. one 
of the committee, reported having examined a joint resolution 
requiring the Commissioner of the General Land office to open 
his office at Austin, for the transaction of business, and fiad the 
same correctly engrossed, 

Which report was adopted. 

The Select Committee, Mr. Stamps, chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill-to remove and fix the seat of j justice of Washing- 
ton county, reported the same back to the House, with a substi- 
tute, and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill and substitute laid upon 
the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 


de 


The Select Committee, R. C oom, chairman, to whom was - 


referred a joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Yocum’s 
administrator, reported the same back to the House, with amend- 
ments, and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Ward, a bill for the benefit of settlers in 


good faith, and to amend an act to provide the mode of trying 


titles to lands, approved February 5th, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty, was taken up and read a second time, and rè- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 2 f 


ae 
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Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal an act to pro- ’ 
vita for the survey t and sale of a portion of the territory for- 

ly occupied by the Cherokee Indians. 

which was reaf a first time. 

A bill to amend the criminal laws of the Republic of Fexas 
from the Senate, with amendments from the Senate. 

Ist amendment—an additional section : 

“Section 5. Be it further enacted, That where an indict- 
ment be mislaid or lost, upon the discovery of the fact by the 
district attorney, he shall request the court to have the fact en- 
. tered upon the minufes of the court; in which cases, those of- 
` fences which are barred by the expiration of a certain time 
| from the commission of the same, shall not be barred: until the 
: expiration of the same length of time, after such loss is noticed 

upon the minutes of the court.” l 
| 2d amendment—In 1st section, striks out “10 years,” and 
i insert “five years.” e 
3d amendment—In 4th section, strike out the word “ applica- 
| tion,” and insert the word “affidavit.” 
| Amendments concurred in. 
| An act authorizing the sheriff of Rusk county to collect the 
| state and county tax of said county, for the year one thousand 
| eight hundred and forty-two, and for other purposes, with 

amendments from the Senate; and, 
| On motion of Mr, Jones, of Gonzales, was laid upon the table, 
} On motion of Mr. Cuney, a bill to define the boundary line 
| between'the counties of Washington and Austin was taken up 
and read a second time, and referred to the select committee. 
; Whereupon, the following committee was appointed: Messrs. 
Cuney, January, Stamps, Montgomery, Lewis and Paschal. 

An act to define and fix the practice of probate courts, in cer- 
tain cases, with amendmeuts from the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Philips, the bill was laid upon the table. 

An act to provide the mode of serving process or notice, in 
| certain cases, was read a first time, 

An act requiring the Auditor to audit cer tain accounts therein 
named, was read a first time. 

On. motion of Mr. Stamps, Mr. Cuney was granted leave of 
absence until Monday. ` 

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 

A bill to ensure the assessment of the taxable property of the 
Republic, and the collection of the direct taxes, and for. other 
purposes, with a substitute from the Committee on Finauce, iras 


taken up on its 2d reading. 
7 
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Question on the adoption of the substitute from the com. 
mittee - 

Mr, Philips, ‘moved to lay the bill and substitute upon. the 
tabie. - 

The ayes and noes being called for thereonfstood as follows; 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, ° Bar nard,“ Bourland Caldwell, Caz. 
neau, Collins, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, "Gage, 
Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston. Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Mont- 
gomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truit, and 
Ward—31. | 

Noes—Messrs. Head, Lewis, Maverick, Means, and Stamps 
—5, 

Bill anå substitute laid on the table. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled: 
“An act appropriating the direct taxes for County purposes.” 

Which was read a first time. 

On. motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule: was suspended, and the 
bill read a second time and referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. . ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Green, an act for the relief of Wm. G. 
Cooke, late acting Quarter Master General ; was taken up read 
a 2nd time; and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a ‘pill to be entitled : “An act to 
incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company,” was taken up 
and read a 2nd time. 

Mr. Davis, offered the following amendment : 

Additional section —+Be it, further enacted, that said Cor- 
poration shall not be permitted to issue any bill, promissory. 
note or other instrument to circulate as money, or deal in bills 
of exchange ; except purchasing such bills ofexchange as may 
be necessary in carrying on said work.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the bill was passed fo a third 
reading. 

Mr, Green, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the Te- 
lief of Col. J. C. Neill. 

Which was read a first time. 

_ A bill tobe entitled: “An act to amend the Charter of Brasos 
Canal Company.” 

Was read a first time. ` 

A bill to fix the place for the sessions of the Supreme Court. 

Was read a first time. 

An act for the relief of A. B. Shelby. Was read a first-time: 
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A joint resolution for the relief -of Susanah and Thomas 
Jackson, as mail contractors, for one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-eight and thirty-nine. l 

Was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the House adjourned until 3o’cloek 


P. M. aa 


ssa 


« 
3 o’CLOCK, P. M. 
ae : 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. . $, 

Roll called—no quorum present. - a : 

The Sergeant-at-arms despatched for absent members. 
` The Sergeant-at-arms returned with absent membérs—there 
being a quorum present, the House proceeded to business; 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported having examin- 
ed a bill to be entitled: “An act for the payment of certain bal- 
ances due the Judiciary of the Repnblic, &c.” l k 

An act supplementary to an act concerning rents; and find 
the same correctly engrossed. | 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hogg, a joint resolution for the relief of 
Sarah N.,Hubert, on its 2nd reading from the committee on 
Claims and Accounts, was ordered to he engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Stamps, a bill to. locate the seat of Justice 
of Washington County, was taken up, and the'substitute of the 
committee adopted. ~ 

Mr. Stamps, offered the following amendment, to wit : 

Insert “‘James Cooper” and “Joshua Graham” in section 5th, 
after “James Jackson,” and in section 3d, after the words “Chief 
Justice,” “or his successors in office.” 

Strike out the word “other” after the words “members of 
Congress.” | | 

Which amendments were adopted, and ; 

ee motion of Mr. Stamps, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed. 

A message- was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following: Bills, 

A bill to be entitled: “An act to provide the manner by which 
non-resident married women may convey their property situat- 
ed in this country, and for other purposes.” 

A joint resolution in relation to the able and patriotic servi- 
ces of Captain Lewis Sanches. 

A bill to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitures shall 
be recoverable, with amendments by the Hoùse, in’ which the 

AA 
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Senate refused to concur, a commitee of conference having been, 
appointed by the Senate, Mr. Jack, chairman, the Senate reques- 
ting a like committee on the part of the House, - 

A bill to be entitled: “An act to change the geat of Justice of 
the county of Austin,” with amendments ; and have rejected, 

A joint resolution for ii relict of Doct. Jerome B. Robertsén, 

On motion the special order ofthe day was taken up, viz: 

A bill to be entitled . “An act-to open and establish a National 
Road,” on its 2nd reading. 

Mr. Bourland, offered the following amendments : 

Insert in section Ist, after the. words “in the county of Fan- 
nin,” ‘Rowland W. Box, of Houston, James Bradshaw, of the 
County of Nacogdoches.” 

Adopted. 

Mr, Bourland, moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood. as follows, 
viz: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speake r, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell. Caz; 
neat, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, 
Henderson, Jannary, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, 
Lott, Maverick, Paschal, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, and: Ward—?4, 

Noes——Messrs. Collins, Head, Hogg, Lewis, Means and 
TFruit—6. e d l 

Carried. and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

. An act for the relief of Maria B. Goodwin, Louisiana Harris, 
Eliza V. Harris, and others, heirs of Robert W. Har de- 


ceased. 


4 $ 


Read first time. Y 

An act for the relief of Martha B. Runnels and others. 

Read first time. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Calvin Bowls, D. Dawson 


and others, 


Read first time. 

A joint resolntion requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to open his office at Austin for the transaction of 
business. S 

` Was read third time. 

Mr. Henderson, moved to lay the bill on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a ‘call of the House was. had 
and the Sergeant-at-arms, despatched for absent members. 

On motion of Mr.’ ‘pong, Mr. Montgomery was. excused 


' from attendance. 


Mr. Scurry moved a suspension of the further_ call of the 
House. Lost. 
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On niotion of Mr. Erath, Mr. Person was excused from àt 
tendance; 

- All the members being iei except those excused by the 
House, a further call was suspendéd.. ~. 

Question on the motion of Mr. Henderson, to lay the bill 
apon the table. | iter 

The ayes and noes being called for; thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit : 

Ayes—~Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Darnell, Edwards, 
Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Means, Stamps and Truit ‘ 
—1?. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau; Davis, Door: 

. Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johygon, Jones 
of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Bievesick, 

Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett and Ward—22. Lost. 

The question on he passage of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus : l ; 

Ayes—-Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Caldwell, Cazneau, 
Doom, Hrath, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston; 
Johnson; Tonés ot “Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick; 
Maverick, Paschal, Philips, Rabb Rowlett, and W ard—20, 

Noeg— Messrs: Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Darnell, Davis, ' 

Edward? Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, Means, Stamps 

and Truit—14. 

So the bill. passed. 

Mr. Henderson, moved to reconsider the vote taken on yes- 
terday on the adoption of the substitute offered by Mr. Rowlett, 

_ for the substitute from the committee onthe State of the Repub- 
lic, fora bill requiring the Commissioner of the General, Land 
Office; to open his office at the Seat of Government. ~~ 
On motion of Mr. Kendrick, a call of the House was had: 
On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a further call of the ow. 8 

suspended, and , - a 
On further motion of Mr. Cazneau, a committee Wide 

èd to wait-upon Messrs. Montgomery and Person, 48 

their votes, _ a na 

Messrs. Cazneau, ‘Johnson aud Eileana eae, << ON 
said committee. ie 

“On motion of Mr. Caldwell; Messrs. Montgomery, aut Person 
were permitted to register; their votes on thee altendange in 
. the House. l 

Mr. Edwards, moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. Lost. | 

Question on the reconsideration: 


4 


204 


The ayes and foes being: called for on the motion of Mr 
Edwards, stood thus. i 

_Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Darnell, Davis, Doom, 
Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, Means, Row- 
lett, Stamps, and 'Truit—15. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Erath, 
Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones. of 
Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Paschal, 
Philips, Rabb, and Ward-19. 

Motion lost. 

A bill to be entitled: “An act for the payment of certain bal~- 
ances dug the Judiciary of this Republic; was read 3d time, 
and - 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, laid on the table. 

Mr. Rowlett, by leave, introduced-a bil? to be entitled: “An 
act authorizing the Secretary of State to employ an additional 
Clerk.” 

Was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, a bill to providé for carrying the 
mails, for one thousand eight ‘hundred and forty-four; and es- 
tablishing the. rates of postage, routes. &c., was taken, up and 
read 2nd time. 

Mr. Gage, offered the following amendments z 

- “Be it “further enacted, That the mail running from Nacog- 
doches to Henderson in the county of Rusk, be continued to 
‘Marshall, in the County of Harrison, weekly, as other mails. 

Adopted. 

Hi Doom, moved to lay the bill and amendments upon the 
tab e 


~ 


ptt, moved the previous question. 
fėstion shall the main question be now patt y was put 


; Main question being the engrossment of the bill. 
g and = bill ordered to be engrossed. 
ot ementary to an act concerning Rents.. 
Read a 3d’ and passed. 


On motiénje® Mr. Head, the House ‘adjourned until to-ntor- 
row morning, 10-o’clock.. 


* 


206 


. Wasuineron; FRIDAY, } 
4 o January 12th, 1844. § 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dar- 
nell, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green, Head January; 
Johnston, Johrison, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Mean® Paschal, 
Person, Philips‘ Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward. 

A Quorum present, 

The journal ofthe preceeding day was read and doed. 

The Committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, chairman, to 
whom was referred an .act to repeal the- exchequer system, re- 
ported the same back to the House, with an amendment, and re- 
commended its passage. 

Which report was received, and: bill laid upon the table, to 
come. Upamong the orders of the day. 

Mr. Jones, ot Galveston, by leave, offered the petition of E. 
Me Moore, which was referred to the Committee on Naval A£ 
airs. 

Also, the petition of Henry M. Smyth, sheriff of Galveston 
county, which’ was pee to the Committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

The committee on i Public Lands M. Ward, jr, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Jonathan Bird. reported the 
same back to the House, aùd recommended its rejection. 

„Which report was adopted. 

“The select committee, F., L. Paschal, chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill for the relief of persons who have furnished cer- 
tain supplies for the public service, reported the same back to 
the House, with amendments, and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitures shall 
be recoverable, 


’ 
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question on the appointment of the committee of conference; 
fo act with a like committee on the part of the Senaté, on the 
amendments of the House, was carried. 

Whereupon the following committee was appointed: Messrs, 
Jones of Gonzales, Henderson and Bourland. 

A bill to change the seat of justice of. the county of Austin, 
with anu amendment by the Senate. . 4 

Ametidment—Add to section 3d, “provided, however, that 
the removal of the different offices shall not be made until after 
the next spřing term of the district court shall be holden at the 
place fixed by the former law.” , 
~ Conenrred in, 

A bill ąptitled ati det to incorporate the Colorado navigation 
company. was read a third time, and passed. 

As act for the relief of W. G. Cooke, late quarter-inaster-gene- 
ral, was read a third time and passed. E 

A joint resolution in relation to the able arid patriotic services 
of captain Lewis Sanches, was read Ist time. | 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide thé manner by which 
fion-resident married women may convey their property situate ` 
in this country, and for other purposes, was read a first tune. 

Mr. Cazneau; by leave, offered the pétition of G. Ky eolon; 


‘which was referred to a select committee. 


_ Whereupon the following committee was appointed: Messrs: 
Cazneau, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Rabb and Means. 
Mr. Doom, by leave, introduced a bill to grant four leagues of 
land to the Wesleyan college of San Augustine. 
Which was read a first time. i 
On motion of Mr, Doom, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
fead a second time, and referred to the Committee on’ Educa- ` 
tion. _ mL 
Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the 
return of field notes of land-surveyors, antértor to thé Declawa- 
tion of Independence. 
Which bill was read a first time. 
On motion of Mr, Rabb, the bill to ittcorporate Herman's 
University, was taken up, and read a second time; and, 
On motion of Mr. Cazneau, was ordered to be engrossed, 


The Committee on the State of the Republic, John Caldwell, 
chairman, to whom was referred a bill for the permanent loca- 
tion of the seat of government, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its rejection, ` 


Mr. Cazneau moved the adoption of the report. _ - 
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Ma Henderson moved to lay.the bill and report upon the 
able. ; 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was had. 

There being a full house, a further call was suspended. 

Mr. Henderson withdrew his motion to lay onthe table. 
- Question on the adoption of the report of the committee. 
‘The ayes and rides being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: ; 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Caznean,-Collins, Brath, 
Green, Hagler, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of 
Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and Ward—21. * 

Noes-——Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Darnell, Davis, Edwards, 
Gage, Head, Henderson, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, Rowlett 
and Truit—15. , s 

Carried: i i 

Mr. Johnson, by leave, introduced abill to re-organize the Ist, 
2d, 5th and 6th judicial districts. — 

W hich was read a first time. 


SPECIA&#, ORDER OF THE DAY FOR 11 O'CLOCK. 


The substitute of the Committee on Finance, for the tariff 
bill ; 

Mr. Rowlett offered an amendment. i 

Ormotion of Mr. Lewis, the House resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, on the amendment of Mr. Rowlett. 

The committe arose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

” Adopted. : . 

Question on the amendment of Mr. Rowlett. : 
On motion of Mr. Green, the House resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, on the state of the Republic, on the 

substitute of the Committee on Finanee. 

The committee rose, Tepo teH progress, and asked leave to 
Sit again. 

Report adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Green, the House alanad until 3 
o'clock, P. m. 
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THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


"I'he House met —roll called—no quorum present. 

‘The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched fa absent members, 

The Serg eant-at-Arms returned with the absent merabers. 

There being ` a quorum present, the House proceeded to bu- 
siness. 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 


Whe substitute of the Committee on Finauce, for the tarifl 
bills, before the House. - 

On motion, it was laid on the table for a few minutes. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, Mr. Caldwell was.elected Speaker, 
pro tem., of the House, until Wednesday next, 

The committee of conference, Wm. E. Jones, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to fix the currency in which fires and 
forfeitures shall be recoverable, have agreed to recommend that 
the House recede from its amendment to the Senate’s bill. 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, Mr. Scurry was enue leave 
of absence until Wednesday next, 

Mr. Gree moved to lay the substitute and tariff bills on the 

table. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the-House resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, on the state of the Republic, upon the sub- 
‘stitute of the committee on Finance, for the tariff bills. 

The committee rose, reported the bill back to the House, 
with amendments, and recommended the adoption of the amend- 
ments and substitute; and the passage of the bill; and asked to 
be discharged from a further consideration thereof 


“+ 


On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the House adjourned 
until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


i 
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Wasusinerow; : Jan. 13th, 1844, 


The House -met pursuant to. BUjOuTa OED 
Prayer by theg@haplain. 
The roll being: called, the following saber answered to 


their names, to wit: 
Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 


Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Janu- 
ary, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
` Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Paschal, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Truit and Ward. : 

Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceding day war read and adopted. . 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, Joseph L. Hoge, 
Chairman, to whom was referred an act for the relief of Ste- 
phen Jones, reported: the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended its passage. ~ 

Which report was received, and bill laid upen the table, to 
come upamong the orders of the day. 

Also, to whom was referred the petition of Sumner Bacon, 
reported the same back to’ the House, and recommended ‘its re- 
jection. 

‘Which report was adopted. 

The.Committee on Enrolled bills made the ielowins report, 
to wit: 


-æ t 


fe l é 
January, 13th, 1844. 


To Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 7 


-The Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills and resolutions, and find them corey enrolled, 


to wit: 
An act making the town of Jasper, in the county of Jasper, 


the legal county seat. 
A joint resolution for the relief of Mrs. Angelina D. Smith. 


_ A joint resolution making an appropriation for the contingent 


printing. 
An act for the relief of the héirs of vei; M. Eastland and 


others. 
BB 
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An act to legitimate certain children therein named. « - , 

An act granting the franking privilege to the Commissioner 
of the General Land-office, and: Auditor, 

An act to establish and incorporate the Wesleyan male and 
female college of San Augustine. 

The same, having been signed by the President of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representativés, were, this day, 
presented to His Excellency the President, for his approval. 


(Signed) S, A. MAVERICK, 


Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 


The select committee, Levi Jones, chairman, to whom was 
referred the petition of John S. Sydnor, reported the same back ` 
to the House, with a bill to ineorporate the Virginia Point Fer- 
ry Company, and recommended its passage. 

Which bill was read Ist time. l 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to 
an act authorizing Capt. John C. Hays to raise a company of 
mounted gunmen. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, the bill read a second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Edwards, by leave, introduced an act requiring the Au- 
ditor to audit certain claims therein named, — 

Which was read a first time. . 

On motion of Mr. Doom, the,rule was suspended, the bill read 
a second time, and referred to a select committee. 

ereupon, the following committee was appointed : Messrs. 


Edwards, Lott, Rood ‘and Doom, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The substitute of the Committee on Finance, with amend- 
ments by the committee of the Whole, recommending their 
adoption, was taken up. 

Ist amendment—add to section 2d, “arms and ammunition.” 

. Adopted. 

2d amendment—strike out, in 6th section, “one, ” and insert 
“two.” 

Adopted. 

8d améndment—strike out Sth section, 

Adopted. | . = 
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dt amendment-strike out, in 9th section, “at present ad- 
`- mitted free of duty, by existing laws.” ` 

- Mr. Doom offered the followihe: amendment—additional sec- 
tion :— 

“Be .it further enacted, That there shall be levied-and col- 
jected, on all lumber and brick imported into this Republic, a 
duty of thirty per eent., advalorem.” ` 

Adopted, 

Mr. Hogg offered: the following aniendment : 

Insert, ia 3d section, “ ready- made clothing a 

Adopted. 

- On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales the vote on the amend- 
l me of Mr. Doom was re eonsidered. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzalés, moved the rejection of the amend- 
ment, - 

Carried, and amendment Tejected, 

On motion of Mr. Maverick, Mr. Davis was excused from at- 
tendance on the House, during the day. 

Mr. Hagler moved to_re-consider the vote adopting the first 
amendment made by the committee. 

Lost. 

Question on the adoption of the substitute, 

Carried, and substitute adopted. | 

Mr. Rowlett moved to strike out “from and after that time,” 
in section Ist, - : 

Carried. + C 

Mr: Maverick moved to strike out “stock of all kinds, in 
section 9th, 

Adopted. : 

Mr. Darnell moved to amend the 2d section, by inserting “the 
a of sugar, coffee, iron, steel, and salt, be admitted free of 

uty.” 

Rejected, 

Question on the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for ‘heres: stood thus 
to wit: ' 
Ayes—-Messrs, Boŭfland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Dar- 
nell, Doom, Erath, Gage, ‘Gage, Green, Hagler, Head, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Johnson, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Pas- 
Sy Person, Philips Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward 
—30, 

Noes—Messrs. Edwards, January and Means-—-3. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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A message was received from the Senate, arr aa tonse 
of the passage of the following bills: eae 

An act to repeal the 18th section of an act to» amend: an act, - 
entitled an act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation, ap- 
proved February 4th, one thonsand eight hundred: and m 
one, with an amendment by thë Senate. - 

An act to repeal the Ist séetion of an aet afnitled an act fix- 
ing the time at which laws passed by Congress shall go into ef- 
fect, and prescribing the manner in whieh the same shall be 
promulgated, approved 16th J anuary, one thousand . eight hun- 
dred and forty. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John. W; Smith. . 

An act to incorporate the Colorado navigation company. 

Concurred in the amendnients made by the House. - 

And that they had rejected an ag} authorizing constables to 
act in their official capacities; &c.. 

- And that they had passed’ the following: resolution to wit : 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the naval. committees of'the.two ‘houses will act. con- 
. jointly on the memorial of E. W. Moore, late peepee pean of the 
Texian navy. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the resolution was oo tip, dnd 
read Ist time. 

‘ Mr. Green moved a suspension of the rule: 

‘Lost, and the resolution laid upon the table one aay, for con- 
sideration. l 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, an act to repeal the 13th sec- 
tion of an act to amend an act, ‘entitled an act te raise a public 
revenue by direct taxation, approved February 4th, one thou- . 
sand eight hundred and forty-one, with.an amendment ‘by the 
Senate, was taken up, with the amendment of the Senate, to wit: 

Strike out, in section 24, the words “so far as relates to the- 

.city of Matagorda,” and. insert, at the end of Ist section, the 
words “so far as relates to the city of. basis hata ‘Houston, 
Galveston and San Antonio.” 

Amendment concurred in. 

- An act to change, in part, the times of holding the district 
courts in the 5th, 6th and th judicial iega WAS. read a first 
time. 

On motion of Mer. Davis, the role was | stisponded, thee vill 
read a second time, andureferred to the committee on the. jadi 
ciary. 

An ie a a S the Auditor to andit: as soeounts therein 
name < z 
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We d á second time, and referred to the Comnnittec on 
Po-t-otlices and Post-roads. 

An act for the relief of å, 3. Shelby, was read a 2d time. 

Mr. Gage moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Lost. - : bene 

On motion of Mr. Doom, the bill was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims andsAcconuts. 

Anact to provide the mode of serving process or notice, in 
certain gases, was read a 2d time; and, 

On motion, was referred to the Committee on the J udiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to fix the place for the sessions 

of the Supreme Court, was read a second time. 
` Mir. Cazneau moved to pass the bill to a 3d reading. 

Lost. 

Mr. Darnell E its reference to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

“Lost. 

Mr. Darnell offered the following ideen, to wit: ` 

. Strike out “Galveston,” and insert “Crockett.” l 

The ayes anid noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows, . 
to wit; 

Ayes—Messrs, Darnell, Edwards, Erath, Head, Lott, Means, 
Rowlett and Eruit—9. 

Noes—Messts. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caznean, Col- 
lins, Doom, Green, Hagler, Henderson, Johnson, Johnston, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lewis, Maver- 
ick, Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stam and 
Ward—23, 

Lost. - - i 

an Lott een to strike out “Galveston,” and insert “Mar- 
shall.” 

Mr. Kordrick moved a call of the House. 

Lost. a: 

Question on EOE out “Galveston.” 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes— Méssrs, Darntll, vak, Erath, Gage, Head, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, Means, ‘Rowlett, Stamps and Truit 

Noes-—Messrs, Barn ard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Doom; Green, Hagler, E epe Joh , Jones of Gonz... 
Kéndtitk, bi ‘Matterick;! ontgomery, P ssl, Person, Ae 
Rabb, and War d—20. 

. Tosti! Fe SPT, be 


Mt. Barnard moved the prédidhis et 


Yy 
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Qucstion—shall the main question now be put? was put, 
and carried. 

Main question—shall the bill now pass toa third reading. ? 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus, viz: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau; Col- 
lins, Doom, Green, Hagler. Henderson, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal, Philips and Ward—19. 

Noes-—Messrs. Dar nell, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Hogg, 
Lewis, Lott, Means , Person, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Tru- 
it—14. 

Motion carried, and the bill passed to a 3d reading. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Calvin Bowls and others, 
was read a second time, and on motion was referred to the com: 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

An act for the relief of Martha B. Runnels and others, was 
read a 2nd time, and referred to the committee on Public 
Lards. 

A bill to be entitled: “An actto amend the Charter of the 
Brazos Canal Company, was read a second Hime, and referred to 
the committee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a joint resolution for the relief of 
Col. J. C. Neil, was taken up and read a 2nd time. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion ot Mr. Kendrick, the rule was suspended ; bill 
was read a 3d time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Susanuen and Thomas 
Jackson, as mail contractors for 1838 and 1839 ; was read a 2nd 
time, and on motion, was referred_to the committee on Post-of: 
fices and Post Roads. 

An act for the reliefof Maria E. Goodwin, Louisiana Harris, 
Eliza V. Harris and other heirs of Robert W. Harris, deceased ; 
was read a second time, and on motion, was referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled : “An act to provide the manner in which 
non-resident married women may convey their property situat- 
ed in this country, and for other purposes; was read a 2nd 
time and on motion, was referred to the J udiciary Committee. 

A. joint resolution in relation to the able and patriotic services 
of Capt. Lewis Sanches ; was read a 2nd time,.and on motion, 
was referred to a select committee, 

Whereupon, the following committee was appointed, viz : 

Messrs, Hogg, Lott, Kendrick and Gage. n AR 


* 
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An act relative to the reshipment of merchandize, &c., coast- 
wise subject to duty, from the committee on Naval Affairs, on 
its 2nd reading. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, was referred to a select committee, 
whereupon, the following committee were appointed, to wit : 

Messrs. Collins, Philips and Darnell. | 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced an act to prohibit adminis- 
trators, guardians, &c., hiring out negroes otherwise than at 
public out cry. l 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill to prohibit: slaves 
from carrying fire arms, 

’ Which was read firsttime. Also, 

An act exempting Distillers from tax. 

Which was read first time. oe 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, an act to continue in force an act 
for the relief of the purchasers of lots in the city of Austin, &c.; 
was taken up and read a 2nd time. and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion.of Mr. Paschal, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning 10 o’clock. 


P | Wasuineton, Monpay, 
January 15th, 1844. 


The House met pursuant to ol ee alae 

The Roll being called, the tollowing members answered to 
their names, to wit; ` 

Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Caldwell, Davis, 
Doom,, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, 
January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lott, Means, 
Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and 
Ward. . 

Qnorum present. l , 

The journals of the preceeding day were read and adopted 

Mr. Lott, offered the petition of &, Davidson, which was read 
and referred: to the select committee consisting of Messrs, Lott, 
Henderson and Rabb. . 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following Re- 
port, to wit: Which was adopted, ` . 
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JOMMITTEE-ROOM, 
January, 15th 1844. \. 
Raa fe . ° 
HOD. i, GCURRY, 

Speaker of ihe House of Representatives : i 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined, an act to 


provide for the carrying the mails fðr the year 1844, and estab- 


lishing the rates of Postage. Also, . 
A bill to incorporate Hermans University ; and find the same 


correctly engrossed.. 


(Signed) A. H. PHILIPS: chairman, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, ? 


January 15th, 1544. 
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To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled: “An act to open and establish a National Road,” 
also, l 
An act to alter and amend the various acts, relating to the 
duties of Chief Justices, and prescribing the manner in which 
commissions shall issue, and find the same corréctly en- 


grossed. z 
WM. H. BOURLAND, chairman. 


The select committee,-L. U. Edwards, one of said committee’ 
to whom was referred an act requiring the Auditor to audit cer- 
tain accounts therein named; reported the same- back to the 
House and recommend. its passage ; which report‘was receiv- 
ed and the bill laid upon the table, to come up among the orders 


of the day. 

Mr. Maverick, by leave, introduced a bill requiring ‘sales by 
order of Probate, to be made by Sperit; which was read a 
first time. 

On motion. of Mr. Giedi the resolution: authorizing the Na- 
val Committee of the two Houses to act conjointly on the peti- 
tion of Com. peers wasitaken up and adopted, ` 
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On motiow of Mr. Lewis, a bill for the relief of Caroline Johu- 
son, from the judiciary committee, was taken up and read a se-» 
eond time, and 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Jones of Galveston, by leave, introduced a bill to be en- 
titled.an act to repeal in part and to amend an act entitled: “An 
act for the incorporation of the city of Galveston, approved 5th 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and forty,” which was 
read a first time. 

Mr. Philips, by leave, offered the following resolution, te wit: 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, That this 
House will hereafter take up all bills in their regular order, and 
` not otherwise ; which was read and laid on the table ene day 
for consideration. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. a 
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Mr, Hogg, moved to take up ajoint resolution from the Sen- 
ate, to adjourn sine dien the 22d inst. 

Lost. 

An act to repeal the first section of an act entitled: “An act 
fixing the time at which laws passed by Congress, shall go into 
effect, and to prescribe the manner in which the same shall be 
promulgated, approved 16th January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty.” . 

Was read a first time, | 

A bill to be entitled : “An act to fix the place for the sessions 
of the Supreme Court.” - 

Was read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being’called for thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Davis, 
Doom, Green, Hagler, Henderson, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal and 
Ward—19, l i i 

Noes-——Messrs.' Darnell, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hogg, 
Lewis, Lótt, Means, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit 
—13, 

So the bill passed, 

A bill to be entitled: “An act to prevent the retailing of spiri- 
tuous liquors in quantities less than one quart, with the report 
of committee on Finance recommending its rejection; came up 
on the adoption of the report of the committee. oe 

Mr. Henderson, moved the adoption of the report. 

ce 
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The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as followg 
to wit: 

` Ayes—Messrs. Bourland. Edwards, Eirath, Green, Head, 

Henderson, January, Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Mav- 

erick, Paschal, Philips, and Rowlett—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Gage, Hagler, Hoge, Johnson, Janes of Galveston, Litt, 
Means, Montgomery, Person, Rabb, Stamps, Trait and Ward 

—19, 

" Motion lost, and report rejected, 
» Mr. Bourland, offered the following amendment, viz; . 
‘That the act take effect from and after the first ‘day of Jant- 
ry, 1850,” in place of the last clause. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Darnell, offered a substitute for the bill, viz: 

“An act to Increase the License Tax upon retailers of spirit- 
pus liquors, to $500 ;” which was rejected. 

Mr. Henderson, oflered an amendment. 

Additional Section, viz: 

“Be tt further enacted, That this act take effect twelve 
months after its passage.” 

Mr. Davis, moved the previous question. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit : 7 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Davis Doom, 
Hagler, Hogg, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Means, Person 
Rabb, Stamps and Truit—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Darnell, Edwards, Erath, 
_ Gage, Green, Head, Henderson, January, Johnston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Montgomer y: Pas- - 
chal, Philips, Rowlett, and Ward—21. 

Lost, l 

Question on the amendment of Mr. Henderson. 

Mr. Henderson, moved to recommit the bill to the committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Erath, moved to lay the bill on the table, 

Lost, 

Question on the recommitiment of the bill to the committee 
on Previleges and Elections. 

_ Lost 

"Question on the amendment of Mr. Henderson. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as fol- 
lows, Viz: 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bourland, Erath, Gage, Green, 
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Hend, Flenderson, January, Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, Ker 
drick, Lewis,. Maverick, Rowlett and Ward-15. 
Noes—Messts. Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, Davis; 
Doom, Edwards, Hagler, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, 
‘Lott, Means, Montgomery, Paschal, Pérson, Philips, Rabb, 
- Stamps, and Truit—20. 
Rejected. f 
Mr. Green, offered an amendment. 
The chair decided the amendment out of order, 
Mr, Green appealed from the decision of the Ghair. 
The House sustained the chair. l 
r. Gage, offered the following amendment, viz : 
Strike out “fifty” and insert “twenty dollars” tax fee District 
Attorneys in this class of cases. l 
l Adopted; n 8 ' 
Mr. Jones of Gonzales, moved to strike out “one qtar” -and 
insert “one gallon.” k 
-A division of the quéstion was called for. 
Question on striking out. ay | | 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
vig: i poy : 
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_ Ayes—-Messis. Barnard, Bourland, Darnell, Edwards, Erath, 
Green, Head, Henderson, January, Johnston, Jones of Gonz., 
pee Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Paschal, Rowlett, and’ Ward 
—18, , 


Nées—Messts. Caldwell, Cagneau, Collins, Davis, Doom, 
Gage, Hagler, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Means, Mont- 
gomery, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and Truit—17. 

Carried. x ts. 

Mr. Henderson, offered the following amendment: 

Where “ong quart” appears in the bill, insert “ten gallons.” 

Rejected. . 

Mr. Henderson; moved to fill the blank with “one gill.” 

- Mr. Davis, moved to fill the blank with “one gallon.” 

Rejected. ` 

Mr. Hogg, moved to fill the blank with “half a gallon.” 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus :. - 

Ayes—-Messrs. Caldwell, Collins, Davis, Doom, Hagler, 
Hoge, Johnson, Jones ot Galveston, Means, Rabb, Stamps, and 
Trit-12.- ne a kg 

Noes—-Messrs. Barnard, Botwrland, Cazneau, Darnell, Ed- . 
wards; Hiath, Gage, Green; Head, Henderson, Jantary, 
Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, 


Ost 


Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rowlett, and Ward—23, 

Lost. 

Mr. Cazneau, moved to fill the blank with “two pints,” 

The Chair decided the motion out of order. 

Mr. Cazneau, appealed from the decision of the Chair., 

The House sustained the Chair. é 

Mr. Edwards, moved the indefinite postponement of the bill 
and amendments. 

‘The ayes and noes being called ior thereon, stood as follows, l 
viz: 

Ayes—Messřs. Barnard, Bourland, Edwards, Erath, Green, 
Head, Henderson, January, Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, Ken 
drick, Lewis, Maverick, Montgomery. Paschal, Rowlett and 
Ward—17. 

Noes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Hagler, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lott, 
Means, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and Truit— 17. 

There being a tie, the question was lost. 

Mr, Paschal, moved the reconsideration of the vote striking 
out “one quart. n 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as fol- 
lows, viz: 

Ayes— Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Davis, Doom, 
Hagler, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lott, Means, Mont- 
gomery, Paschal, Person, PUp Rabb, Stamps, and Truit, 

Noes— Messrs. Barnard, Rouslatid, Darnell, Edwards, Erath, 
Green, Head, Henderson, January, Johnston, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Rowlett and Ward—16. 

Carried, and vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Davis, moved to pass the bill to a 3d reading, l 

Mr. Henderson, moved. to lay the bill on the table until 30th 
inst. 

Mr, Davis, moved the previous question. - 

The-ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
Viz : 

Avyes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Edwards, Erath, Green, 
Head, Henderson, January, Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, Ken- 
-drick, Lewis, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Rowlett, and 
Ward—t7, 

Noes—-Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, Doom, 
Hagler, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lott, Means, Per- ; 
son, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and Truit—17. 

There being a tie, the motion waslost. + 


Brews 


äi. 
{Question on laying the bill on the table until the 30th inst.. 
Lost, 
Mr. Jones of Gonzales, offered the folowing amendment : 
Strike out all the Sth section, after the words “Grand Juries? 
Adopted. 
Mr. Henderson offered the following amendment :. 
' «And this act shall take effect; six months from rand afer ifs 
pagsage.” 
Adopted. 
On motion “of Mr. Henderson, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P, Me 


a“ 


3 o'clock; P. m 


The House met—roll called quorum present. 

A bill to be entitled : “An act tò prevent the retailing of spiri- 
tuous liquors in quantities less than one quart,” with amend: 
ments, was takén up, and 

On motion of Mr. Davis, was referred to a select committee— 
aba ee the following committee were appointed . Messrs. 
Darnell, Jones of Gonzales and Davis, 

A, bill to be entitled : “An act to authorize the: holding of the 
District Court in two places in Red River county, and for other 
purposes ; came’up on its 2nd reading from the committee on 
_ the juditiary, and 
On motion of Mr. Bourland was ordered to be engrossed. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, A, H. Philips; chairman, 
` reported having examined the following bills, viz : 

A bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts , also, 

An act to continue ig force an act for the relief of purchasers 
of lots in the city of Austin ; and find the samé correctly en- 

rossed. 
: A bill to incorporate Herman’s University ; was read & third 
time and passed. 

A bill to-be entitled > “An act to provide for carrying the 
mails for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, 
and establishing the rates of portege was read a third thine and 
passed, 
~ An dict to alterand amend the various dets relating to the dus 
ties of Chief J ustices, and prescr! ibing the manner in which com- 
missions shall issue; was read 3d time an passed. 


ĉir, Cazneau offered the following resolation, viz: ie 

Fèesolved, That the See retary of the Treasury furnish thig 
House, with a statement of the amount of money received by 
the Government, under the contract (or a Jo un, entered into be- 


tween the Hon. Anson jones, connnissio: ner on the part of this. 


Government, and one Mr. Alexander B: sargois, (Vorvenne) fox 
the sum'of one: million of dollars, as referred to in the report 
frou the Treasury Department, bearing date, Washington; Lst 
November, oe. thousand eight ‘hundred and forty-two ; ‘ and if 
any monies have been received from said loan, what disposition 
has been made of the same; and if not, what are the causes of 
the failure; and 

Fur or resolved, That said Secretary of the PT, fur- 
nish this House with copies of all contracts and correspondence 
touching or relating to the loan aforesaid. 

Which was read and laid on the table one day; for eonside- 
ratio 


A bill, to be entitled an act to open and establish a national- 


road, was read a third time; and, 

The ayes and noes being called for on its passage, Stood as 
follows, to wit: 

Ayes——-Mssrs. Speaker, Bourland; Caldwell, Cazneau, Davis, 
Doom, Erath, Gage, Green, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gal- 


veston, Jones of GONZ: Kendrick, Maverick; Montgomery, Pas- 


chal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett and Ward—21 


Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Collins, Daneel Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, Lewis, Person and Stamps—10. 
Carrie ad, and bill passed, ` 


r 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the > 


House of the passage of the following bills, viz: 

An act to prohibit the major-general from calling out the mi- 
litia, except by orders of the President. 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the President and Heads 


of Departments to return to the seat of government, with an ` 


amendment by the Senate. 

An act to amend an act for the regulation of the coasting 
trade, and the protection of T’éxian shipping, came up on its 
2d reading, ‘from the select committee, with an amendment. 

Amendment—add to the 3d section; “and that the law, here- 
tofore allowing foreign vessels; on entering upon the coast: 
ing trade, to bring in supplies for six months; free of duty, be; 
and the same is hereby repealed.” 

Adopted. 


- 


t 
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Question on the passage of the bill. 

Carried, and bill passed, < 

A bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts, came up, on its 
$d reading. 

On motion of Mr, Barnard, the vote, adopting the report of 
‘the Committee on Engrossed Bills, upon a bill to alter” and fix 
' the duties on imposts, “Was re-considered. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill authorizing the Presi- 
dent and Heads of departments to remove to the seat of govern- 
ment, from the Senate, with an amemon by the Senafe, was 
` taken up. 

Amendment of the Senate : 

Insert “six hundred dollars.” 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the concurrence in 
the amendment, stood thns: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Erath, 
Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of 
Gonz. Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Montgomery, Paschal, 
Philips, Rabb and Ward—20. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Person, Rowlett, Stamps and 
Trait—t. 

Carried, and amendment concurred in. 

An act to continue in force, an act for the relief of purchasers 
of lots in the city of Austin, was read a 3d time, and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Fannin artillery, came up.on its 2d 
reading, with the report of the Committee on Mimay Affairs, : 
recommending its rejection. 

Mr. Henderson moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows, 
WIZ: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Collins, Doom, Erath, Green, Ha- 
gler, Henderson, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonz, 
Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Rabb and 
Ward—17. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Darnell, Davis, 
Gage, Head, Hogg, January, ‘Johnson, Lott, Paschal, Philips, 
Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—13. 


Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, an act to repeal an act to provide 
for the survey and sale of a portion of the territory formerly 


occupied by the Cherokee Indians, was taken up, and read a 
2d time 


i ed 
vite 
~- 2A 


. vir. Hogg oifered the following amendment—an additional 
section : 

"That an act, entitled an act to sectionize and sell the lands 
reserved for, and occupied by, tne Cherokee Indians, approved. 
Februar y Ast, one thonsand eight hundred‘and forty, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed.” oo 

Mr. Rowlett moved: to refer the bill to a select committee. - 

Mr. Gage moved its reference to the Committee on 1 Public 
Lands. Eo . 

Lost, 

Question on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Hogg. 

Mr. Henderson moved the reference of the bill to a select. 
committee. . - 

Carried. 

Whereupon, the following committee wers appointed: Messrs, 
Rowlett, Gage, Lewis, Hogg, Maverick, and Jones of Gonzales. 

Mr. January moved to instruct the committee to report to- 
morrow morning. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the vote just taken, referring the bill 
to a select committee, was re-considered. ° 

Question on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Hogg. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows, 
yiz: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Caldwell, Collins, Darnell, Doom, 
Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones ‘of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, 
Means, Montgomery, Philips, Rabb and Ward—23. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Cazneau, Davis, Edwards, Head, 
Henderson, Lewis, Paschal, Rowlett and. Truit—10. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was referred to a select 
committee; whereupon the following committee was.appointed: 
Méssrs. Gage, Jones of Gonzales, Hoge, Henderson, Kendrick 
and Lewis. 

Amendment adopted, 

A bill to authorize Sylvanus Dunham to establish a ferry 
across Matagorda Bay, was read a 2d time; and, 

On motion. of Mr. Kendrick, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, entitled an act to repeal certain loan laws, came’ up on 
its 2d reading, with the report of the Committee on the State of 
the Republic’ and, 

On motion of Mr. Green, was ordered to be engrossed, ` 

A bill for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia, came up on-its 


Od. reading, from the Cammittee on Military Affairs, recommend- 
ing an amendment, oo. C 

Amendment—strike out the 2d section, and in lieu thereof, 
insert— . 

‘«Seorion 2, Beit further enacted, That the said Maria Je- 
susa Garcia shall receive a pension of one hundred doilars per 
year, during ‘her natural life—to commence on the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three ; and the 
Auditor shall audit the same at the end of each year; and a suf- 
ficent amount of the exchequer bills are hereby appropriated, 
for the payment of the above pension, for the years one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-three, and. one thousand - eight 
hundred and forty-four,” 

Adopted. ~ 
Additional section— 


“Be it further enacted, That S. A. Maverick be, and he is 
hereby, appointed guardian of the said Maria Jesusa Garcia.” 

Adopted. . 

Mr. Maverick offered the following amendment—additional 
section : 

“Be it further enacted, That all former acts or resolutions, 

in faver of said Maria Jesusa Garcia, are hereby repealed.” l 

Adopted. : 
Oa motion of Mr. Collins, the bill was ordered to be en- 

grossed, , , 

- On motion of Mr. Lewis, a bill to authorize the Secretary of 
War, to collect public property, was taken up and read a 2d 
„time; and, - l 

Oa motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill was ordered to be engrosseds 

A joint resolution, requiring the Auditor to audit all claims 
duly authenticated, against the Government, came up on its 2d 
reading, from the Committee on Claims and Accounts; and, 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, was ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to amend an act, entitled an act regulating fees of of- 
fice, came up-on its 2d reading, from the committee on finance, 
recommending its rejection. 


Mr. Lewis moved the adoption of the report. 


The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: N 

Ayes—Messrs. Darnell, Davis, Edwards, Gage, Head, Hogg, 
Kendrick, Lewis, Means, Montgomery, Truit and Ward-—12. 


r 


Nees-—Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Doon 
bh . 
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Erath, Henderson, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones.of Gonzales, Lott, Maver ick, Paschal and pale: 

Lost. 

Ou motion of Mr. Darnell, a ai of the House was had. 

Gu modou of My, Henderson, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Henderson moved the engrossment of the bjll. £ 

Oa motion of Mr. Davis, a ‘call of the House'was had, and 
Sorgeuit-at-Aguis despatched for absent nembers. 

Mr. Headérson moved a suspension of a further call. 

Lot. i 

Tae Sarzeant-at-Arms having returned with absent members, 

Os motion of Mr. Henderson, a further call was suspended. 

Mr, Darnell effered the following ameudments, viz: - 

Strise out “fifteen miles, ? and insert ‘forty miles,” 

Rejected. 

Question on the engrossment of the bill, 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Doom, 
Brath, Green, Hagter, Henderson, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones ol Gonzales, Lott, Maverick, Paschal, Philips, Ratb and 
Starmps—18. 

Noes —Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Davis, Gage, Head, Hogg, 
Kendrick, Lewis, Means, o Truit aud Ward—12. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be. engrossed. 

Tne Committee on EBngrossed Bills, made the following Te 
pert which was adopted :~- 


‘To the Hh R. Scurry, _ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined—~ 

A bill for the better security of mechanies and cthers ; also, 
A bijl, to be etititled an act to provide for removing and fixe 
ing the county seat of justice fur the connty of Washington; also, 
‘A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah N. Hubert; ; and find 


the same correctly engrossed. 
H, K. PERSON, 
One of the Committee, 


On motion of Mr. Lott, Messrs, Green and Bourland were 
added to the selest committee, to whom was referred the pet 


tion of E. Davidson. 
An act to extend the time for the payment of taxes now due 


* 


t 


# > 


l i 
the Republic, came np on its 2d reading, from the, Commr ttee on 
Finance recommending its rejection. i 

Mr. Caidwell moved to lay the report on the table, SPECIE 
up the bill. 

Carried. ° 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the House adjourned until 10 
e’clock; to-morrow morning. 


WASHINGTON, Turspay, }. 
January 16th, 1844. ; 
the Honse met pnrstiant to adjournment, 
æ The roll being ae the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs, Speaker. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Darnell Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, 
Johnston, Johnson, Tones of Galveston, Kendrick, Le wis, Lott, 
Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Trutt and Ward. 

Quortimn present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

. The Committee on the Judiciary, Win. E. Jones , chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled an act to pr ovide the 
manner by which non-resident martied women miy convey 
their property, situated in this couuiry, and for other purposes, 
reported thé same ‘back to tHe House, and recommended its re- 
jection. 

Also, fo whom was referred an act to change, iu part, the time 
of holding the district courts iu the fifth, sixth and seventh ju-- 
dicial distriers, reported the same back to the House, aud re- 
commended its passage. 

Also, to whom was refefred an act fo provide the wade of 
sérving process ‘or notice, in certain cuses, reported the | Sam 
back to. the House, and re ommended its passage. 

Which report was received and bills laid upon the table, to 
come.up among the orders of the day. - 

The Cominiftee on Claims and Accounts, Joseph L. Hogg, 

Chairman, to whom was referred: a joint resolution for the re ief 


& 
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of L. C. Stanley, reported the same back to the House, and re. 
commended its rejection. 

Which report was‘received, and bill laid upon t the .table, to | 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads, John Stamps, 
one of said committee, to whom was referred a bill requiring‘the 
Auditor to audit certain accounts therein named ; also, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Susannah and Thomas 
Jackson, as mail-carriers for the years one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, and one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-nine, reported the same back to the House, and recon. » 
mended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Commitiee on Engrossed Bills, A. H. Philips, chairman, 
reported having examined a bill, to be entitled an act to author- 
ize the holding « of the district court in two placesin Red River 
county, and for other purposes, and find the same correctly oc 

rossed, * 

Which report was adopted. i 

The Committee on Education, R: ©. Doom, one of said com- 
mittee, to whom was referred a bill to grant four leagues of land 
to the Wesleyan College, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended its passage, 

Which report was received and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee ori Military Affairs, James Davis, chairman, 
to whom was referred the report of the Secretary of War, re- 
ported by an act to provide for the national defence, by organi- 
zing the militia. 

Which report was receivéd, ang bill read first time. 

Mr: Henderson, by leave, introduced an act, supplementary 
to an act, amending the several acts incorporating the city of 
Houston, 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciar 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, by leave, introdnced a bill, to be en- 
titled an act incorporating the Galveston Guards. 

“Which was réad a first time. 

Also, a joint resolution proposing amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the Republic of Texas. 

Which was read a first time. 


Same 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


An act to extend the time for the payment of direct taxe£ 
now due, from the citizens of the Republic, and for other pur- 
poses, with the amendment of Mr. Collins, on its 2d reading. 

“Amendment of Mr. Collins :— 

Strike out the words “two months,” and insert “six months,” 
‘wherever they occur. 

Mr Hogg offered the following amendment to Mr. Collins’ 
amendment, 

"That those who have paid the taxes of one thousand eight 
. hundred aud torty-two, and one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-three, shall have the same refunded to. them, immediately 
after the passage of this act | 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the adoption of the 
amendment, stood thus: 

Ayes——Messrs, Darnell, Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg; 
Jasper and Means—7, 

Noes—Messrs.« Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Davis, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johustoen, 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, 
Montysomery, Paschal, Pes Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit 
anu Ward—26. 

Amendment rejected. 

Question on the aniendment of Mr. Collins, 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus 
to wit: 

Ayes—-Messrs Barnard. Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, 
Davis, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnsen, Joges 
of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott. Mont- 
gomery, Paschal, Philips and Rabb—21. 

Noes—-Messrs. Bourland, Doom, Edwards, Erat' , Head, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Jasper, Means, Rowlett, Stamps, Traut and. 
Ward—13. 


Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Puilips offered the following amendment : 


“Second additional section—<“Be it further enacted, That 
from and after the passage of thi act, the-Sherif-shall not Le: ° 
permitted at any tax sales, to bid in the property offered for 
sale, on behalf of the Republic, butif no bid is made at sueh 
sale equal to the amount of the tax due, the sale shall be post- 
poned from time to time till such bid is made, any law to the 
eontrary, notwithstanding.” 


ade a ‘ 
} 
: Hie it further enacted; ‘That the owne? or legally author 
izel arent of the owner, of any land sold for taxes, shall have 
ivo years from the time of such sale to redeem the same on the’ 
. terms, to the a uo int to be paid as now prescribed by law, any 
law tg the coutrary, notwithstanding.” 

Mr.,D wis, offered the fo! lowing-amendment to Mr. Philip’y 
amend nest. 

“The direct tax upon all lands shall continue to opetate asa , 
lien upon the same into whomsoever hands it may pass.” 

Accepted. 

Mr. Boarland offered the following amendment to Mr. Philip's 
amendtment. 

‘Strike out “two years” and insert “one year.” 

Rejected. ; 

Qriestion on the amendment of Mr. ` Philips, as amended by 
Mr. Davis. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereoti, “stood as fol- 
lows, viž: 

Ayes— Messrs. Barnard, Cazneau, Collins, Divis, Brath, ‘Gage, 
Green, Hagler, Hog, January, Joh: iston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Jones ‘of ‘Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, Ltt, Meaus, Mont- 
go nery, Paschal, pail lips, Rabb. Rowlett aud Stamps—23, 

Noes —Wessts. Speaker, Bourland, Darnell, Doom, Bu wards, 
Head, Henderson, Jasper, Maverick, Truit, and Ward—11. 

Amendment adapted. 

Qauastion on the engrossment of the bill. : , 

Taz ayes and noes being called for theredn, stood this, viz; 

Ayes — Messrs. - Buraard, Caguean, Collins, Davis, Gage, 
Grain, Mizler, Jannary, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 

Gz, K drick, Lewis, Lott, Mavetick, Montgomery, Paschal, 
i and Rabb—tL9. 

Nses—Messrs Speaker, Bonrland, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, 
Eth, Head, Hauderson, Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, Means, Row- 
left, Stamps. Trait ahd Werd—16. 

Garried and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A m3ssaze was received fro n the President, through his pri- 
vate Secretary Mr. W. D. Miller. 

On motion of Me. Gage, the message was taken up and read, 


and wis as follows, viz; f 
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, Exreurive DEPARTMENT, 
; Wasainetron, Jan. 15th, 1844. 


c To the Honorable, the Senate and 


7 accompanying papers ‘from the Department of War and Marine, 


in relation to the situation of certain seamen permanently dis. 


abled by the Mexicans, in May last, off the coast of Vueatan 


They are recommended by 3 E. W. Moore, late in command of 
the Texas N avy to the libefality of the present Congress, as ; 
tichly deserving ofa pension. i 
Their claims are respectfully snbmitted for such action 

the Honorable Congress may think they merit. Humanity at 
least, pleads in their favor, and though they have thus becomeé 
disabled and dependent by the acts of other’, they must now \ 
live upon the tounty of a generous people or endure that fi 
want wiich their unhappy necessities impose., í 


Louse of Representatives ; 
-The Exeentive deems it his duty fo lay before Congress the © 
| 
é 
\ 


(Signed) SAM HOUSTON, 


Oñ motion of Mr. Green, the message and accompanying 


_ documents were referred tothe Committee on Naval Affairs, 


The Committee of Engrossed Bills, A. H. Philips; chair“ 
man, reported having examined a bill to be efftitled : “An act to 


alter and fix the duties on | Imposts, ” and find the same correctly 


engrossed. 
‘Adopted. 
The comniittee on Foreign Relations, Wm. E. Jones, chair- 

man, to whoin was refer red a joint resolution- fe r the preserva- 

tion of the nafional faith and political institutions of the Repub- 


' > 


lic of Texas ; reported the satme back to the House, and recom- 


mended its passage ; whieh report was received and bill*laid 


-upon the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Januàry, by leave, offered “the petition of Mrs, Sarah Ann 


Cooke; which was referred to the committee on Military Af- 


fairs. . 
A resolution requiring Bills to be taken up in rgular order, 
came np on its adoption, ‘and on motion was adopted, 
A resolution calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for in- 
formation relative to a loan, &c,, came up on its, adoption. 
Mr. Henderson, moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
fin 


, 


"The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows 
viz: - 

Ayes— Messrs.. ' Speaker, ‘Edwards, Head, Henderson, and 
Means—9d. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Colling, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Hogg, January, 


l Johnson, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 


Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Phi- 
lips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—28. 

Lost. 

- Mr. Rowlett, offerred an amendment. 

The Chair decided it out of order. 

Mr. Heuderson moved to strike out the second section, 

Carried. - 

Question on the adoption of the resolution. 

Carried, and rssolution adopted. 

A bill to be entitled : “An act authorizing the holding of the 
District Court in two places in Red River County, and for other 
purposes ;” was read a third time.. - 

O2: motion of Mr. Philips, the rule was suspended, prohibit- 
ing bills from being amended on their third reading. —, 

Mr. Ward, moved to strike out in fourth Sec. “1844” and in- 
sert “one thousand eight hundred and forty- -two.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Ward. moved to strike out “one thousand eight hundred 


wen 
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‘and forty-two,” and insert “one thousand eight hundred and 


forty-three” #  - 

Carried. 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

- The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus, viz: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, “Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, 
Darnell Davis, Doom, Edwards, Gage. Green, Hagler. Hender- 
son, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galverton, 
Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Phil 
ips, Rabb, "Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—30. 

Noes-—Messrs. Head, Hogg and Means—3, 

Carried, and the billpassed. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, the House. adjourned until 3-0 
clock, P. M. 


e 


ld 
THREE O'CLOCK, P, M 


House met—roll called—guorum present. ee 


. Mr. Davis, by leave, introduced.a bill to be: entitled: wAn aci 
to define and punish the offences of insurrestion-and sedition.” 


Which was read a first time.’ 


The committee on the judiciary, James W. Henderson, one 
ofsaid committee, to whom was referred an act suplimentary to 
an act amending the several acts incorporating the city of 

' Honston ; reported the same hack to the House, with an amend- 
ment, and recommended its passage; which report was receiv- 
ed, and bill laid upon the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Davis, nioved to suspend the rule adopted this morning; 
prohibiting bills from being taken up out of their regular order- 

Lost. = 

On motion of Mr, Barnard, the resolution from the Senate, 
to adjourn sine die on the 22nd inst. ; was taken up, and pla- 
ced upon the Speakers table. - 

The committee on claims and accounts Joseph L. Hogg, 

chairman, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the'relief’ 
of Calvin Bowls, D. Dawson and others ; reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended the passage of the first. 
section thereof, and the rejection of the second Section; which 
report was received and bill laid u pon. the table to come up a- 
mong the orders of the day. 

Mr. Collins, asked leave for the Naval Committee to retire, to 
eonfer with the Naval Committee on the part of the Senate, up- 
on the petition of Com, E. W. Moore. - 

Mr. Dayis, moved a call of the House. 

b Carried, and Sergeant-at-arms dispatched for absent mem- X 
i, bers, - 

On motion of Mr. Philips, Mr. Johnson, was exeused from at- ; 

tendance. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, Mr. Caldwell was excused. 

^ On motion of Mr. Henderson, a further call was suspended. 
$ Mr. Collins, asked leave for the Naval Committee to retire. / 

« Leave granted. 

A bill for the better security of Mechanics and others ; was 
read_a third time and passed. 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following report: 
EE . O> 
$. . 
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January, 16th, 1844, 
To Hon. R. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on enrolled bills haye examined and find cor: 
rectly enrolled the following Bills and Resolutions, to wit,: 

An act to change the seat of Justice of the County of Austin. 

An act to repeal the 13th section of an.act to amend an act 
entitled : “An act to raise a Public Revenue by Direct Taxa- 
tion, approved Feb. Ath, 1841.” 

A joint resolution for the relief of John W. Smith. 

An act requiring the Executive and Heads of Departments to 
return to the Seat of Government. 

An act to amend the: Criminal Laws of the Republic of 
‘Texas ; the same having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and President of the Senate, were on 
this day presented to his Excellency the President, for his ap- 
proval, . 

l S. A. MAVERICK, Chairman. 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Darnell, moved the suspension of the rule, in order to 
take up a bill to alter and fix the dnties on imposts. 

Lost. 

A bill to be entitled; “An act to provide for the removing 
and fixing the County Seat of Justice of Washington County ; 
was read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah N. Hubert 3 was 
read a third time and passed. 

A bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts ; was read a 3rd 
time. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the passage thereof 
stood as follows, viz . 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Gage, Green, Henderson, Hogg, Johnston, Jones of 
Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, 
Means, Montg omery, Philips, Rabb, Stamps Truit and Ward 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Edwards, Erath, Head, January, . 
Paschal and Rowlett—7. og 

Bill passed. 

The Committee on Engrosed Bills, made the following re- 
port, viz ; 


House or REPRESENTATIVES,’ 
January 16th, 1844. 


Hon. R. Scurry; 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on engrossed Bills, have examined; a bill to 
authorize the Secretary of War to collect public property ; also, 

A bill to be entitled : “An act to repeal certain loan laws ; ` also, 

A bill to be entitled ; “An act to amend an act regulating fees 
. of office ; also; 

A bill for the relief of Caroline Johnson ; also, 

A bill to be entitled a joint resolution requiring: the Auditor 
to audit all duly authenticated claims against the Government ; 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 

WM. H. BOURLAND, 


one of the committee. 


Mr. Gezant, by leavé, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury, furnish this 
House with copies of the contract between the Collector at 
Galveston, and the Capt. or owner of the schooner Santa Anna, 
if such copies are ih that Department; for the Charter of said 
schooner as a Revenue Cutter. If such copy is not in the De- 
partment, that he furnish this House all information in his pos- 
session in relation to said contract, the amount paid, and from 
what appropriation taken.” 

Which was read a first time, and laid on the table one day 
tor consideration. 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit ail duly au- 
thenticated claims against the Government. 

Was read a third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Caroline Johnson. 

Was read a third time and passed. 

A bill to amend an act regulating tees of office. 

Was read a third time, ` 

.« On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the vote ordering the bill to be 
engrossed, was reconsidered. 

. Mr. Cazneaŭ, offered the following andaeni: “two cents 
à mile from the County Seat.” l 

Mr. Darnell, offered the following amendment to Mr. Caz- 
- heaw’s amendment, strike ont “three” and insert “0.” 
Adopted. 


$ 
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Mr. Jones of Gonzales, moved to re-commit the bill to'a select 
committee. 

Lost. 

Mr. Stamps, moved to lay the bill on the table. . 

Lost. aan 

Mr. Paschal, offered an amendment. 

‘Tne Chair decided an amendment out. of order. 

Rir. Hoge moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

"The ayes and noes being ¢alled for thereon, stood as fol- 


. lows, viz: 


Ayes—Messrs Speaker, Bourland,. Darnell, - ee Edwards, 
Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, J ohnston, Lewis, Lott, 
Means, Montgomery, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit, and Ward—19. 

Noes— Messrs, Cazneau, Doom, Brath, Green, Jones of Gon- 

zales, Maverick, Paschal, Philips, and Rabb—9-- 
Carried, and bill indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Lott moved a call of the House. 

Lost. 

Mr. Lott moved to re-consider the vote indefinitely postponing. 
the bill. 

Mr. Jones, of - Gonzales, moved to Jay. the motion on the table. 

Lost. : 

Mr. Lott withdrew his motion to re-censider. =. 

Mr. Davis moved a re-consideration of the vote just; ‘taken, 
on the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

On motion.of Mr, Henderson, a call of the House was ordered, 

On motion of Mr, January, a further call of the House was: 
suspended. 

Mr. Davis withdrew- his motion to TE ’ 

A bill, to be entitled an act to repeal certain” loan laws, was 
read a third time, and passed. | 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of War to collect ertali: 
property, was read a third time. 

Mr, Green moved the-indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Oa motion of Mr. Ward, the bill was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Jasper, by leave, introduced.a bill for the relief of certain 
free persons of color. 
’ Read a first time. 

Mr. Jasper moved a suspension of the rule, to a the bill- 
upon its second-reading. l 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Gazae the House adjourned unti for 
morrow morning, 10 o’clock.. 


w 
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eo - Wastinerox, WEDNESDAY, 7° 
tjan nary L7th, 1844. , 

The House met pursuant te adjouriment, as 
The roll -being called, the :ofowing members -answercd te 
. their names to wit: . F 

' Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Reurland, Collins, Darnell, Davis; 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hagler, Head,. Henderson, Ja- 
huary, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lew- 
is, Lott, Means, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, 
Trait dnd Ward. T 
` Quorum present. i l 

The Comnittee on Finance, James H. Johnston, chairman, to 
whom was referred a DNI, to be entitled an act to relinquish the 
title of the Government to two lots in the town of Quintana; 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended its re- 
jection. l . z 

Also, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled an act appro: 
priating the direct tax To county purposes, reported the same’ 
back to the House, and recommended its rejection. 

Which reportswas: received, and bill laid upon the table, to - 
come up among the orders of the day. , 

The Committee on Public Lands, M. Ward, jr. Chairman, 
to whom was yéferred an act for the relief of Martha B. Run- 
nels, and others; also, l > 

To whom was referred an act for the relief of Maria E. 
Goodwin, Louisiana Harris, Kliza V. Harris, and others, heirs 
of Robert W, Harris, deceased, reported the same back to the 
' House, and recommended their passage. -> | B 

Which reports were received, and bills laid upon the table; 
to comè up among the orders of the day. 

The: Committee on Naval Affairs. R. M. Collins, chairman, 
to whom was referred an act to repeal all laws authorizing the 
sale of the navy, reported the same back to the House, and re- 
commended its’ passage.  - 

- Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come‘ up-among the orders of the day. , : 

Also, to whom was‘referred abill to regulate dhe tonnage on 
steam-packets, reported the same.baek to the House,and recom- 
mended its passage. ee ee 
” Which rept: was-received,:and bH laid upike 
come up among the orders of the day. aes 

The Coramittee. on Claims and Accounts,’ A TERI 


+ 
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of suid committee, to whom was referred the petition of Rose: 
Mahoney and Mary Healey, reported the same back to the 
House, with the following bill « For the relief of Rose Mahoney 
and Mary Healey,” and recommended its passage. 

Which bill was read a first time. 

‘ne select committee, Joseph L. Hogg, chairman, to whom 
was referred a joint resolution tn relation to the able and patri- 
otic services of Capt. Luis Sanches, reported the game back to 
the House, and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, D. Gage, chairman, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to repeal an act, entitled an act to provide for the 
sale and survey of a portion ‘of the territory formerly occupied 
by the Cherokee Indians, reported the same back to the House, 
with a substitute therefor, and recorimended its passage. 

Which bill was read a first time. 

Mr. Hogg made the following counter report : 


Commrrree-Room, 
January, 16th 1844. } 


A 


To the Hon. R. SCURRY; 4 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
i \ 


The select committee, to whom was referred a bill, entitled 
an act to sectionize and sell the Cherokee Lands, have had the 
same uoder,considerateon, with the amendment, and a minority 
ef your committee have instructed me to report the same back 
to the House, with the amendment offered; and recommend 
its passage. . 

JOSEPH L. HOGG, 
Chairman. 


The select committee, John Stamps, chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill to define the boundary line between the counties 
of Washington and Austin, reported the same back to the House, 
with an amendment, and recommended its passage, 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Erath, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the re¢ 
tief of Moses Wells. . 

Which was read. a first time ; and, - a: 


Qn motion, the rule- was suspended, bill read a second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads. 

Mr. Philips, by leave, introduced a bill, entitled an act amend- 
atory of an’ act concerning divorce and alimony. 

Which was read a Ist time. 

Mr. Howlett, by leave, offered the following isolano 


Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas, That the Secretary of the Treasury furnish this 
House with a list of all the loan agents, and persons who have 
been appointed, or authorized, to receive money on account 
of this Government, by donation-or subscription ; the amounts 
received by such agents, respectively; and the amounts ac- 
counted for by said agents, severally; of which there may be 
any accounts in said Department, 

Read. 1st’time, and laid on the table one day, for considera- 
tion. > 

Mr. Lott, by one introduced a joint resolution for the relief 
of E. A Davidson. 

Which was read a 1st time. 

Mr. Edwards offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That, hereafter, 
when the business on thé Speaker’s table shall have been taken, 
up, that the same shall be persued from day to day, until each 
and every bill, resolution, etc., shall have received a regular 
reading, in their order. 

Which was read a first time, and laid on the table one day, 
for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
to provide for the national defence, by organizing the militia, 
was taken up, and read a second time. 

* Mr. Gage offered the following amendment ; 

Strike out “ fifty,” in section Ist, and insert “forty-five.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following amendment: 

Strike out, in section fifteenth, after the word pay,” and in- 
sert “not less than two, nor more than five.” 

Adopted. i 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

_, On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a third time, and passed. 

_ On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill requiring the sheriff of Rusk 
county, to collect the taxes of one thousand éight hundred and 
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forty-two, ée,, was taken np, and placed among the orders of 
the n , z 

A resojntion calling on the Secretary of the Treasury, for 

iaf arma tion, caine Up, “and was. adopied. 

Aa act {sthorizing the sherif of i lensi county to collect state 
and eaunty tax, for the year one thousand eight hundred‘and 
‘forty ee On with an amendment irom the Senate, to wit: 

is amendinent—siri ke out “January,” in third section. 

Kir. Kendrick moved that the House disagree to the amend. 


stion on the disag agreament, 

aves and noes boing called for thereon, stood as follows 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Col lins, ‘Cuney, 
Davis, rath, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, John- 
son, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, 
Moutgomery, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Howlett and Ward-23, 

Noss— Messrs. Barnard, Darnell, Dooin, idwards, Head, 
‘Henderson, Hoge, Lott, Means, Person, Se and Truit—13. 

Amendment disagreed to, 

Question on the dis sagreement to the second amendment, 
which was to strike ont the 4th section. 

House refused to disagree. 

Question on concurring in the amendment. 

Lost, and amendment rejected. 

An act to prohibit the Major General from calling out the 
militia; except by the orders of the President, was rend a first, 
time. 

__ Anact to repeal the first section of an act, entitled an act fix: 

` ing the time at which laws, passed by Congress, shall go into 
effect ; aud prescribing the manner in which the same shall be , 
promulgated, approved 16th January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty. Read first time. 

ifr. Collins moved to pass the bill to its third reading. 

The ayes and noes being ealled for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 

, Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Collins, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Green, Hagler, Head, January Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston, Lewis, Lott, “Means, Montgomery, Rabb, 
Truit and Ward—21. 

Noes— Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cuney, Erath, Gage, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, Jchnston, Kendrick, Maverick, Paschal, Person, 
_ Philips, Rowlett and Stamps—15. - ss oe 

Carried, and'bill passed to a third reading. 
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regdliatiop to adjontn. sing: disi came upon {its ade 
i Pampeau moved to lay i the resolution on the table. 
' The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows; 


gg er ee, Sourland, Caznéan, Gage, Green, Hagler, Jan-. 
unary, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Maverick, Mppigo mary 
Philips, Rabb and Ward—138. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney, . 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, ‘Brath, Head, Heriderson, 
Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Lewis, Lott, Means, Paschal, Peron: 
Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—23. ‘ i 

Motion lest. 

Mr, Caldwell moved to strike owt the “22d. $ 

Mr. Darnell moved an amendment to Mr. Caldwell’s potion, 
yiz: insert “the 29th January, instant.” 

Å division of the question called for. 

Question on striking out the “Qod 

Carried. ; 

Mr. Gréen moved to Jay the resolution snd amendments on. 
the table, until Saturday next, 3 o'clock, 

On motion of Mr. Caznean, a call of the House was ordered, 

Os, motion of Mr, Green, the Homse ajougne . ies 
o'clock, P. M. 


Sg 


s 3 o'clock, P.M: 


‘The House met—roll ealled—no querum present: 
Sergéant.at-Arnis despatched: for absent members. 
A call of thé House pending. 
On, motion of Mr. Jgnes, of Galveston, Mr. Davis was excused, 
F Lott mored the suspension ofthe call. : 
UOSt. > 
My. Barnard ae the absentees fe gzone. 
MrsKendrick moved to excuse Mr: Jones, of ‘Gonzales. 
Carried, 
There being a full House, the House procegded to take up the 
motian of. Mx, Green, tó, By its the reeahationt and Emendmenja 
the table, antil Satu rday nesi. 
s ayes audhoas, being galled fet ihgrean, stood, as iibi: 


™ 
Ya 


fo wite oes 
Ayes—Messrs: Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Boo ra, uA 
PE Adwards 


pes 
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Gaye, Green, Hagler, January, Jasper, Johnston, Jones of Gal. 
veston, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, .Paschal, Philips, 
Ribb and Ward—19. 

Noes--Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Erath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Johnson, Lewis, Lott, Medns, 

‘Person, Rowlett, Stamps aud Pruit—17, 

Car ried, and resolution laid on the table. 

Mr. Jasper, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act 
creating a district court at the town of Fort Houston, in Hous- 
ton county. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a 2d time ; and, 

‘On motion of Mr. Henderson; was sidered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the rule was farther suspended, 
bill read a third time, and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Maverick, the rule was suspended, prohi- 
biting bilis, laying on the Speaker s table, from being taken up 
but of order. 

On motion of Mr. Maverick, all bills and resolutions on their 
first readings, were placed uppermost, on the Speaker’s table. 

An act supplementary to àn act, entitled an act to detect 
fraudulent land-certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to 
legal claimants, was read a seccnd time; and, 

On motion, was referred to the¢Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of midshipman A. J. Bryant, was read a 
second time; and, 

On thotion of Mr. Henderson, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, all bills on their second readings, 
were ordered to be read by their captions. 

A bill for the relief of Jesusa Contee, was read a 2d time, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

An act, to amend an act to create a boasd of medical censors, 
was read. a second time: and, 

On motion of “Mir. January, the bill was referred to a select 
committee, 
' Whereupon, the following committee were appointed: Messrs. 
January. Jones af Galveston, Barnard, Collins and Rowlett. 

An act to authorize sheriffs to as sess and. collect taxes from 
those who have uot rendered an inventory to the assessors, for 
the years 1842 and 1843, and other purposes, was read a'se- 
cond time, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill to change a mail-route therein named, was reada se: 
cond time; and, 
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On motion of Mr. Lewis, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was susponied, and the 
þill-was read a. third time. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the blank was alied with “ at the 
house of B. F, Burke, at Lone Oak.” 

On motion, the bill was passed. 

An act to repeal, in part, and amend an act regitlating the 
duties of probate courts, and the settlement of successions, 
passed by the fourth Congress, and approved February 5th, one 
thousand eight hundred and for ty, was read a second time; and 

On motion ef Mr. Collins, was ordered to be engrossed. 

An act relating to the establishnient of public ferries, and for 
other purposes, was read a second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Internal Improvements. 

An act, entitled an act granting a divorce to Frederick Elms, 
was read a second time, and referred to thé Committee on the 
State of the Republic. 

A joint resolution to prevent misapplication of the contingent 
and other fufids, was read a second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Finanée. 

An act regulating thé toll of water and grist-mills, was read 
a second time; and; 

-On motion of Mr. "Lott, was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Republic. 

An act to divorce Jane E: Griffin, from T. B. Griffin, > was 
read a second time. 

Mr. Lott moved its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. Bourland moved to li the bill on the table. 

Carried. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Daniel Alexander, was read 
a second time, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

An act to prevent the obstruction of Navigable Streams, was 
read: a second time, and referred to the committee on Internal 
improvements. 

A Joint Resolution for the relief .of the family of “deaf 
Smith,” was read a second time and referred to the committee 
on Military Affairs. 

A Joint Resolution for the reliefof J. G. Chalmers, came up 
on its second reading from the committee on Finance, and 

On motion of Mr. Callins, was ordered to be engrossed. | 

An-act supplementary to an act, for punishing Crimes and 
Misdemeanors, was read a second time, and. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, was referred to the committed 
en the Judiciary. 
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A bill entitled an act for the relief of Antonis. Manchacn, War 
read a second time, and 

Oñ motion of Mr. Maverick, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the following Bills; 

A Bill making an appropriation for the support of the Gov- 
ernment for the year, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 

our. 

A Bill to divorce Missouri Jane Wagner and: Charles Wagner, 
was read a 2d. time, 

Mr. Hagler moved to lay the bill upon ‘the table,—Lost. 

Mr: Person moved the engrossment of the bill. 


"The ayes and noes: being called for, thereon, stood as follows, 
viz: 

Ayes—Messrs, Bourland, Collins, Erath, Gage, Hogg, Jas- 
per, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lewis, Maverick, 
Means, Montgomery, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps; Trot and 
” Ward—19. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Caznean, Cuney, Darnell, 
Doom, Edwards, Green, Hagler; Head, Henderson, January, 
Kendrick, Lott, Paschal. and Rowlett—16. . 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed.. 


p 


An act to amend and explain: the first section of an act to 
amend:“an act to provide for the foreclosure of Mortgages om 
real and personal estates and for other purposes,” was read a 2d. 
time and reférred to the committeg en the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution for the relie J. Tinnan, was read a 2d. 
time, and - 

On motion of Mr. Horg, ordered to be engrossed, 

An act for the relief of John Saunders, was read a second 
time, and : ` 

On motion of Mr. Erath, ordered to be engrossed. 

A. joint resolution for the relief of Mary Johnston, wasread 
a 2d. time, and . 

. On motion of Mr. Ward, ordered to be engrossed. 

A. bill authorizing the Secretary af State fo. employ an addi- 
tional clerk, wasread a.second time, and 

On motion, of Mr. Kendrick, referred to the committee on 
Finance.. 

A bill to provide for the return of field notes of lands survey- 
ed anterior to the. declaration of Independence, was read a 2d- 
time and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

_A bill to reorganize the first, second, fifth and sixth Judiciab 
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Districts, was read a sécond time and referred to the confuitleé 
onthe Judiciary. . 

An act to prohibit ee from carrying fire-arms, was oe it 
2d. time. 

’ Mr. Caldwell moved its DERN 

Mr. Hogg offered the follow ing amendment, “add-te-the bot: 
tom of the “bill, ‘or his owner?” “adopted. 

Mr. Phillips oflered the following amendment; insert after the 
wotd “law” in second section, “with the knowledge of his owe 
ner.” Adopted. | 

Question on the engrossment of. the bill, 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
viz: 

Ayes~-Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Green, Head, Henderson, Hoge, Jas- 
per,. Johnston, Johnson, Joves ot Galveston, ‘Lewis; Lott, Mav- 

erick, Means, Paschal, Philips, Trait and W ‘ard—24. 


Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Erath, Hagler, oe Kendrick, 
Person, Rabb and Rowlett,—8. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. - 

On motion of Mr. ( aldwell the rule was suspended, bill read _ 
a 3d. time and passed. 

On motion of Mr, Lott, the vote taken on yesterday on the 
indéfinite postponement of a bill regulating fees of office, &c., 
was reconsidered. 


Mr. Lott offered the folloying amendment, strike out all after 
the word “law” in the first eon and insert “two cents per 
mile, for each mile from the county site.” Rejected. 

‘On motion of Mr. Phillips the bill was recommitted to a se- 
‘lect committee, consisting of Messrs. Philips, Hogg, Doom, 
Hendergon and Paschal.. 

An act exempting Distilleries from taxation, was read a 2d. 
time. 

Mr. Caldwell moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following amendments; to wit, 

«An advalorem tax of 15 per cent on all Distilleries shall bë 
levied, the property to be appraised by the county court.” 

“Stike out all after “act.” Rejected. 

Mr. Henderson moved the engrossment of the bil; 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows; 
tọ wit: 

'Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Çaldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Edwards, Green, Hagler, Henderson; Jasper, Jonuston, ; 
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iohtson. Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott; Maverick; 
Person, Rabb, Truit and Ward—21. DEA a i 

Moes — Messrs. Speaker, Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Erath, Head, 
Hogg, January, Means, Paschal, Philips, Stamps & Truit—15; 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

An act to imcorpordte the Virginia Point Ferry: Company, 
was read a second time. Px i 

‘tr, Collins offered the following amendment, after the word 
éeattle,” strike out the words “one dollar,” and insert “fifty 
cents,” and in place of “thirty years” add “ten.” Adopted. 

-© Oa motion of Mr Jones of Galveston, the bill was laid upon 
the table. = os 

A bill to repeal in part, and amend an act to incorporate the 
City of Galveston, was read a second time and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. omer 

Mr. Bourland moved to adjcurn until ten o’clock to-morrow 
morning. Lost. l a - 

A bill requiring sales made by order of Probate, to be made 
by Sheriffs, was read a 2d. tinie and referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. | 

An act to define and punish the offences of insurrection and 
sedition, was read a second time; and 

Oa motion of Mr. Maverick, was laid upon the table. 

A joint resolution proposing amendments to the Constitution, 
ias read a second time and referred to the committee on the 
state of the Republic. 

A bill for the relief of certain free persons of color, was tread 
‘a 2d. time, and i 3 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to a select Comuiittee 
consisting of Messrs, Bourland, Jasper, Phillips, Truit and . 
Ward — ee as oe | 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Guards, was read a second 
time, and ref-rred to the committee on Militaty Affairs. 

A bill making an appropriation for the support of the Govern- 
ment forthe year one thousand eight hundred and. forty-four, 

Oa ‘notion of Mrs Scurry; was taken up and read a first time, 

= Andon motion of Mr. Collins made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow IL o'clock, S 
On motion of Mr. Paschal, the House adjourned until to“ * 


morrow morning 10 e’clock: =~ 


a 


WasHINGTON, THURSDAY, 


"i January 18th, 1844. ¢ 


-Phe House met pursuant to adjournment, 
The roll being called, the following members ahswered to 
their names, to wit: a 

Messrs, Speaker, Bourland, Collins, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, 
Brath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of. Galveston, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, 
Means, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and 
Ward. l 

Quorum present. . i 

T'he journals of the preceding day were read and adopted. 

The following communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in answer to to aresolution of this House, was taken 


up, and read as follows, viz: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENE, / 
Washington, January 17th, 1844. 4 


‘To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of ‘Representatives >—Sir, 


In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives, of 
the 16th inst. requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish 
astatement of the amount of money received by the Govern- 
ment under a contract for a loan entered into between the Hon. 
Anson Jones, Commissioner on the part of the Government, 
atid one Mr, Alexander Burgois (d’Orvenne.) for the sum of one 
million dollars, as referred to in the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, being dated Washington, Ist Nov., 1842; and 
. if any monies have-been received from said loan, what disposi- 
tion has been made of the same, and ifnot, what is the reason 
of the failure. 

I have the honor to state, that this Government has realized 
nothing from the contract of Mr. Burgois, alluded to in the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, in’consequence of the 
failure on his part to comply with the same. l 

With great respect, &c., ` 
`J. B. MILLER, Sec. Treasury. 
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‘lr, Darnell, presented the petition of Wm, Bryan; which 
was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts, 

The committee on Claims and Accounts Joseph L. Hogg, 

chairman, to whom was referred the petition of ‘ee Wil: 
liam Ward : ; reported by a joint resolution for his relief. 

Which was read a ist time. 

-The committee on Engrossed Bills, A. H. Philips, chairman, 
reported having examined a bill to be entitled: “An act to au- 
thorize Sylvanus Dunham, to establish a Ferry across the Ma- 
tagorda Bay ;” also, 

“An act to incorporate the Fannin Artillery of the city of 
Honston ; also, 

A bill for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia; also, - 

A bill to be entitled a joint resolution for the renee of Mary 
Johnston ; and find the same correctly engrossed. 

-Adopted. 

The select committee, W H. Bourland, chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill to be entitled: “An act for the’ benefit of | 
certain free persons of color; reported the same back to ‘the 
House, with an amendment, and recommended its passage ; 
which report was received and bill laid upon the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Kendrick, by leave, introduced a joint resolution moving 
the Custom House of the District of Calhoun, 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, thetrule was sligpended and bill, 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Kendek the bill was ordered tọ be en- 
` grossed. 

Oa motion, the rule was further suspended, the bill i a 3d 
time and passed. 

Mr. Head, by leave, offered a joint resolution for the removal 
ofthe Archives.. : 

“Which was reai a first time. ; 

Mr. Cazneau, moved its rejection. 

Mr, Kendrick, moved a.call of the House, 

‘Lost. 

Mr, Lott, moved to appoint a committee to wait upon the ab- 
sent members and take their votes on Ee rejection of the bill. 

Lost. 

Question on the rejection of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus, viz: 

- Ayes—Messrs, Bourland, ‘Cazneau, Doom, Gage, Green, Hag- 
ler, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
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Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Philips, 
Rabb and Ward—18. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Edwards, Hrath, Head, Hénderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lewis, Lott, 
_ Means, Person, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—I8: ~ 

‘There being a tie, the motion was lost. 

A bill making appropriation for the support of the Govern- 


ment for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-four ;. 


was read a second time, and on motion, referred to the commit- 
tee on Finance. ` 

A message was received from the President, through his pri- 
vate Secretary, Mr. W. D. Miller. 

On motion of Mr. Philips, the message was taken up and read, 
as follows, viz: > ` 


z 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, i 


Washington, January 18th, 1844. 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives : 


A bill requiring the Executive and Heads of Departments, to 
return to the Seat of Government, has been submitted to the 
President, and in returning the same without approval, it be- 
comes his duty to assign his reasons therefor. 

Although our relations with Mexico and the frontier Indians, 
are at this moment of a peaceful character, yet they have not 
assumed such stability as to give certainty to our future calcu- 
lations. We know-not how long they will continue as they 
now are, The existing armistice may be broken off. We 
should therefore be prepared for its interruption, as well as its 
continuance, In the event of a renewal of hostilities with Mexi- 
co, our arms and munitions of war deposited at Austin, Would 
from its detached and defenceless position en the frontier, be 
liable at any time to be captured by a battalion or company of 

_the enemies cavalry, and our public stores carried away or de- 
Stroyed by them. Though this of itself would be a great cala- 
mity and place us in serious embarrassment, yet the destruction 
ofour public archives would if possible, be even’ a more irre- 


parable injury,.and create confusion, distrust and discourage- , 


ment among our whole population. ‘The evidence of their 


tights would be destroyed, and the dissatisfaction necessarily . 


F consequent upon their losses, would greatly retard our nation- 
| al prosperity and advancement. 
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In times of Bosy heretofore, the vicinity ol Austin, and 
éven the city itself, have not been free from indian incursions; 
and now if war should commence with the Comanches and 
other Indian tribes, we could not but look for scenes equally me- 
fancholly and disastrous. l 

The population attracted to Austin by the disbursement of 
millions of dollars per annum, could not now be sustained by 
the comparatively small amount annually disbursed for the 
Support of officers residing’at the seat of Government, of only 
about thirty thousand dollars ; and hence no reliance could -be 
placed upon the defence of the place by the diminished popula- 
tion, From three sides, the enemy could approach it within 
one mile without the probability of discovery; and its remote- 
hess from the settlements, would preeludein such an event all 
hope of succor or pursuit, until the enemy, after destroying the 
place, should have made good their retreat. 

As the Congress has been heretofore informed, the Executive 


. removed from Austin under the emergency contemplated by the 
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Constitution, that emergency has not yet ceased to exist, and 
until such isthe case, he deems it expedient to remain with his 
officers at some place of safety. 

The distance of Austin, also, from the coast, renders it inac- 
cessible to intelligence from abtoad, which at this period is of 
the highest importance to the nation, except after much incon- 
venience and delay, nor is it believed that foreign Ministers ac: 
credited to this government, would be willing to reside at a 
point subject fo so many inconveniences and hazards, 

In addition to the foregcitig reasons, I will be excused for re- 
ferring to my convictions that Washington, is the Constitutional 
Seat of Government, and that it was sô regarded by the Con 
vention at the date of the formation and adoption of the Consti- 
tution, none other was known or named. ‘That body had been cal- ` 
led to, and met at this place, and here the Constitutionwas form- 
edand other acts done, recognizing itas the Seat Sof Government. 
The third section of the General Provisions of tke Constitution, 
in providing ‘or emergencies, declares that “the President and 
Heads of Departments shall keep their offices at the Seat of 
Government, or unless, in eases of emergency in time of war 
the public interest may require their removal.” As no other 
point or place was known or awed as the Seat of Government, 
this provision was intended to apply to the Government estab- 
lished at Washington ; and without such provision, the Gov- 
ernment could not have removed to any other place, and retain- 
ed a constitutional existence—unless indeed the people had in 
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‘ttervened in the exercise of their reserved rights—and given 


the power of removal. Under this Constitutional authority, the 
President ad interim, with his Cabinet removed to sundry pla- 
.ces; and the first Congress was convened by his proclamation 
at the town of Columbia, ete , 

Overlooking the intention of the Convention, the town of 
Houston, was stibsequently selected by the Congress, as the seat 
of Government until the end ofthe session of Congress which 
should assemble in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty. Anattempt was also made in 1838, to again remove the 
seat of Government before the expiration of the period fixed by 
the previous act, which was vetoed by the Executive, for the 
reasons that before any further action *should be taken on the’ 
subject, it would be proper to have an expression of the will of 
the People, believing as he did, that the power wasiio where de- 
legated ‘by the ‘Constitution, to the Congress to fix permanently 
the Seat of Government elsewhere than at the town of Washing- 
ton, otherwise than by some action of the people themselves, to 
whom that right was reserved by the Constitution. 

In 1839, however, it was removed by act of Congress, not, as 
the Executive conceives, in accordance with the rights reserved 
to the peeple, but by the appointment of commissioners from 
‘the body of the Congress, in direct contravention of thé 23d 
section of the first article of the Constitution, which declares 
that no “member.of either House be eligible to any office 
which may be created, or the prolits of which shall be increased, 
‘during his term of service. In support of this view of the 
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unconstitutionality of the act removing the seat of government - 


to Austin, your honorable body is respectfully referred to a so- 
lemn protest made by the late honorable William H. Wharton, as 
senator fromthe county of Brazoria, whose clear judgment, and 
highly cultivated mind, as well as ardent patriotism, induced 
him to take a decided stand, as he conceived, on the side of the 
‘Constitution. His protest is in the following words: 

“William H. Wharton, Senator from the county of .Brazaria, 
in accordance with his constitutional privilege so to .do, most 
‘solemnly protests against the vote which took place this morn- 
ing in the Senate, allowing menibers of congress to be-elected 
Commissioners to locate the Seat of Government, -under the.act 


“passed at the present session of eongress. He is satisfied that 


great corruption arid injury will grow out of such a principle. 
He is moreover satisfied that itis totally subversive of the 23rd. 
section, Ist. article of the Constitution, which says “uo member 
‘of either House shall be eligible tọ any office which may be 
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created during his term of service.” Te beauty and wisdom 
of this section of the Constitutiqn need not be commented upon. 
The framers of that instrument well knowing the weakness and 
frailties of mankind, endeavored to make it impossible for mem- 
bers of congress to create offices for the purpose of legislating 
themselves inte office. The present bill provides that there 
shall be five Commissioners elected to locate. the:Seat of Gov- 
“ernment, with five dollars per diem allowance: and a vote of the 
Senate to-day decided that they might be elected from either 
House of congress. Might not the same congress have passed. 
a bill that there should be fifty Commissioners with a salary of 
one thousand or one million dollars per diem, which would em- 
brace all the members of, both Houses of congress; and could: 
any thing but a revolution on the part of the people prevent 
such a law from going into effect? This needs no answer. 
For a definition of the word “office” mentioned in the section 
of the Constitution above quoted, I refer to, all compilers of Dic- 
tionaries, from Johnson to Webster; all of whem define the 
word “office,” to mean a public charge or employment, magis- 
tracy, ageney, &c. &c. Now if this post of commissioner td 
select a site for the seat of government, does not imply a public 
charge, employment, magistracy or ageney, then your protestor 
profesags himself ignorant of the English language. In the 
opinion of your protestor, it is clearly an office, an important 
office—such as is contemplated by our Constitution; and. any 
other coastruction is, and must be, totally subversive of one, I 
had almost said, the most important provision of thar instru- 
ment, and will be productive ofincalculable injury to the coun- 
try.” > 

If the position. of Senator Wharton was right, the action of 
congress in establishing the Seat of Government at Austin, was 
clearly unconstitutional, and could not invalidate the claims of 
Washington as the constitutional Seat of Government, nor give 
any claim of a constitutional character to any other place. 

The opinion of the Executive therefore is; that Austin is un- 
safe, inconvenient and expensive, as a location for the Seat of 
Government; that the act of congress fixing the Seat of Gov- 
ernment there, is unconstitutional; that the town of Washing- 
ton is the only Seat of Government recognized by the Consti- 
tution, and that to change and establish 14 at any other point, 
can only be done by the-people themselves. If any dissatisfac- 
tion exist on the part of congress with its location at Washing- 
ton the Executive conceives the people to be the proper tribu- 
_ hal to which the question should be referred for decision, “This 
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can be done; the question put at rest and harmoiiy restored, end 
what more equitable mode presents itself of ascertaining 4k 
public will in accordance with the Constitution? If referred 
to the people the Executive confidently believes if they make 
any change from the town of Washington, they will select some 
point of safety where the evidences of their rights will be se- 
cure, and where their own convenience and that of the govern- 
-ment will be subserved in the transaction of the public busi- 
ness. SAM HOUSTON. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales moved to lay the bill and message on 
the table unti! Monday. i 

The ayes and noes being calied for thereon, stood as follows, 
viz: . é l 
Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Doom, Erath, Gage, 
Green, Hagler, January. Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galves- 
fon, Jones of ‘Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Pas- 
chal, Philips, Rabb, and Ward-19. a 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Edwards, Head, Henderson, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, Row- 
lett, Stamps and Truit—t6. 

Carried, and bill and message laid upon the table. 

A resolution to change the rules of the House, was vead-and 
rejected. : ) 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, by leave introduced a bill relative to 
annexation. 

Which was read a first time. a 

On -motion of Mr. Green, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a 2d time. 

Mr. Lott offered the following amendment, “that no county 
. Shall be entitled to send a member unless the said county polls 
one hundred votes.” f i 

Mr. Hagler offered the followirg amendment, to Mr. Lott’s' 
amendment “that each district that pays one thousand dollars 
into the Treasury, shall send one member to the Convention.’’ 

The ayes and noes being called for on its adopticn, stood as 
follows, viz: i l 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cażneau, Darnell, Doom, 
Gage, Green, Hagler, Head, Henderson,. Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb and Rowlett—22. 
_ Noes~Messrs, Collins, Cuney, Edwards, Erath, Hogg, Jas- 
per, Lott, Means, Stamps, Truit and Ward11. 

Amendment adopied. 

Mr. Edwards offered the following amehdment to Mr. Lett’s | 


\ 
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Sanri: niut “provided that no county be entitled toa member: 
that Penos liable to pay direct faxes,” Adopted. 
nly. Lott offered the following amendment to his own amend- 
neat, ‘provided that no person i shall be eligible as a member of 
akd aal unless he resides within the timits of said coun: 
ty front which he is a member.” —Adopted. 7 
Mr. Lott, moved the previous question. 
"he previous qtestion—shall the main question be how put? 
was pill; and carried. 
‘Fhe main question—-the eagrossment of the bill. 
The ayes and noes being ‘called for thereon, stood as fol- 
lows, VIZ: 
Ayes—Me ssrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caznean, Collins, 
A ney, Darnell, Doota, Edwards, rath, Gage, Green, Hagler, 
Jead, He stiderson , Hogs, Jasper, Jchnston, ‘Johnson, Jones of Gal- 
a Jones of - ‘Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward—34. . 
No—Mr. Means—l. 
Carried. and bill ordered to be engrossed. 
On motiou of Mr. Rowlett, a bill in relation to prebate courts, 
ayas taken up and placed among the orders of the day. 
A resolution calling upon the Secretary of the ‘Treasury for 
dnférmation, was read and adopted. i 
On motion of Mr. Lewis, abill regulating patrolls, was taken 
up, and placed among the orders ofthe day. 
A bill to define and fix the practice of Probate courts, in cer- 
ain cases, with the amendments of the Senate, was taken Up 5, 
eer on motion of Mr. Kendrick, the bill and amendments were’ 
iaid on the table, until 3o'olock;P. m. N 
A bill, authorizing Sylvanus Dunham to establish a ferry 
across Matagorda Bay, was read a third time. | 
On motion of Mr. Philips, the vale was suspended, prohibit- 
ing bills from. being amended. on their third readings. 
Mr. Philips,offered the following amendment: 
Insert, in 4th section, after “diminish,” “rates of passage.” 


- Adopted. and bill passed. 
A bill to incorporate the Fannin Artillery, was read a third 


‘time. 
On motion of Mr. Philips, the fates prohibiting bills from be- 
ang amended on their third readings, was suspended; 
Mr. Philips offered the foll owing amendment.: 
Insert “D. E,” before “Smith, T 
Strike out “ George Gazley.” 
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Insert, in 6thsection, after the word “drafts,” the word “shall.” 
. Adopted. : 

The ayes and noes being called for, on- the passage of the 
pill, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, - Darnell, 
Doom, Erath, Gage, Green, Head, Henderson, Jasper, Johustén, 
Johnson, Jonesof Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewts, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett anu Ward—24. 

Noes——Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Edwards, Hogg, Lott, 
Paschal,,Person, Stamps and Truit—9, 

Carried, and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr, Darnell, the House aonga until three 
o'clock, P. M 


THREE CLOCK, P. M 


House met—roll called—quorum present. 


The House proceeded to business. , 

‘A bill to define and fix the duties of probate courts ; in certain 
cases, being the special order, was taken up. te 

The question being on thé amendment of the Senate. , 

On motion of Mr. “Darnell, “two years,” in the third section 
of the Senate’s amendments, stricken out, and “three years” in- 
serted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the House disagreed to 
all the amendments of the Senate; and a committee of confer- 
‘ence was appointed thereoh, consisting of Messrs. Jones of Gon- 
zales, Darnell, Barnard, Johnston, and Jones of Galveston ; and 

clerk instructed to request the appointment of a like committee 
on the part of the Senate. | 

.. A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of a bill, making appropriations for the 

pay of district attorneys, for the year one thousand eight pan: 

dred, and forty-three; alse, 

A bill to legitimate certain children therein named ; also, 

A bill tor the relief of George T. Holeman ; also, 

That the Senate insist on their amendments to a bill, to au- 
thorize the sheriff of Rusk county to collect the state and county 
tax of said county, for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-two, and for other purposes; and have appointed a conb 
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mittee of conference thereon, and request a like Oey on. 
the part of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, a committee of conference was ap- 
pointed, on the bill to authorize the sheriff of Rusk county to 
eollest the state and county tax of said county, for the year one 
thousand eignt hundred and forty-two, and for other purposes, 
to act with a like committee, appointed by the Senate, 

Whereupon, a committee was appointed, to wit:. Messrs. 
Gage, Hogg, Stamps, Philips and Paschal. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Mary Johnston. . 

Read 3d time, and passed. ; 

A bill for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia, 

Read third time, and passed, - 

Bill to repeal: the Ist section of an act, fixing the time at 
which laws, passed by Congress, shall go into effect; and pre- 
scribe the manner in which the same shall be promulgated, ap- 
proved 16th January, one thousand eight hundr ed and forty. 

Read 3d time, 

The ayes and noes being called for on its passage, stood as 
follows, to wit : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Green, Hagler, Jasper, 
Jones of Gonzales, Lott, Maverick, Montgomer y, @ ‘and Rabb— 
10. : 

»Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Doom, 
Edwards, Hrath, Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, 
Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, Pas- 
chal Person, Philips, Rowlett. Stamps, Truit and Ward.—24. 

Lost and the bill rejected. ( 

An act to prohibit the Major General from calling. out the 
Militia, except by the orders ofthe President; was read a se- 

cond time, and - 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, referred to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

_ A bill for the appointment of Patrols, on its second reading | 
was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr, Lewis, referred to a select committee ; con- 
sisting of Messrs. Lewis, Jones of Gonzales and Lott. 

A joint resolution. for the relief of Minute-men, was taken up 
on its second reading, with the amendments of the select com- 
mittee, viz: 

In section third, strike out “receivable for direct taxes. ? 

Adopted. ` 

On motion ef Mr. Erath, the bill was ed to be en- 
grossed. — 
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Mr. Edwards; moved ig ré-consider the vote “of “laying the 
ae to adjourn sine die, on the table until molnraey the ` 

dinst. 

- On motion of Mr, Hagler, a call of tie ‘House was had. 

Mr. Collins, moved to suspend the call. ba ae 

Lost. 

Mr. Hagler, moved to un until ten, o'clock, to-morrow ` 
morning. > aac . f 

Lost. E N 

Mr, Lott, moved to suspend the call, 

Lost. 

Mr. Hagler, moved.to suspend the call, 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, a further call was o 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, a committee ‘was appointed to 
wait upon the absent members and take their votes, 

Messrs. Means, Ogden and Cazneau, were appointed said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the vote appointing said commit- 
tee was reconsidered. 

The question on Mr. Edward’s motion to reconsider, was ta- 
ken, 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows 
to wit: 

Ayas—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, i 
Erath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, mene, Person, Row- 
lett, Stamps and Trait—16. 

‘ Noes— Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Gammon Doom, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, ‘Hagler, January, Jasper, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Conzales, Kendrick, ` 
sa Montgomery, Paschal, Philips, Rabb and Ward—22. 

ost, 
- A bill to pr event smugling ; ; was‘taken up on its second read- 
ing. 

es Lott, moved to lay the bill upon the table. 

ost?" k 

Mr. Gage, offered the following amendment : 

In second section strike out “and more if necessary.” 

Adopted. 
` On motion of Mr. Darnell, the preamble was striken ont. 

Mr. Gage; offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “fifty dollars” and insert “twenty dollars” as tax 
fees as District Attorneys. Rejected. »  : : 

Mr. Lott, offered'the following enone ment i Do gi 

HH 
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“Every and all persons, that does not comply. with the above 
requisitions of this law, shall, by conviction’ before any’ Court 
of Jurisdiction, in this Republic, shall be liable to have his 
ears trimmed, and his torne split.” 2. * 

Rejected. . f n 

Mr. Doom, offered the following amendment, as an additional 
section. a6 

“Be it further enacted; That the Courty of Jasper be ad- 
ded to the collectoral District of San Augustine.” . 

Adopted. a 

Mr. Stamps, moved to re-commit the bill to a select com- 
mittee, 

The ayes and noes being called for’thereon, stood as 
follows, to wit: i l 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Ed- 
wards, Gage, Green, Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, Jones of Gonz. 
Lott, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Person, Philips, Rabb, 
Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward—23. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Erath, 
Head, Henderson, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, 
Lewis, and Paschal— 12. 

Carried, aud bill re-commilted to a select Committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Darnell, Lewis, Rowlett, Bourland, Ward and 
Philips. 

On motion of Mr. Erath,.the House adjourned until to-mor. 
ow morning, 10 o’clock. : 
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Wasnineton, FRIDAY, - 
Jan. 19th,-1844. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. ~ 

The Roll being called, the tollowing members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Dar- 
nell, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Head, 
Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gak’ 
veston, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, Pas- 
chal, Person; Philips, Rabb, Stamps,.'Truit and Ward, 

A quorum present. x ee 

The journal of the preceeding day was read.and adopted: 
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- Amessage was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of a bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird; also, 

A bill, to be bes a joint resolution, for the rehef of Richard 
West, deputy collector at the port of Lribacca; also, 

A bill to amend an act to organize the militia, in the counties 
of Brazos and Robertson ; also, 

A bill for the relief of Robert Pace; and with amendments, 

,A bill, supplementary to an act regulating the sale of runa- 
way slaves, &c.; and 

A joint resolution for the relief of Col. J. ©. Neill, 

The committee on Public Lands M.‘Ward, jr., chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to provide for the return of field 
notes of lands, surveyed anterior to the declaration of Independ- 
ence, reported, aud returned the same back to the House, and 
recommended its rejection. 

Which report was read, and bill laid upon the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day ’ 

The committee on Magica Bills, made the following re- 
port: p 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 


January 19th, 844, 


Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have: examined ` an act 
for the relief of John Saunders ; 

An act to prohibit slaves fror carrying fire-arms ;` 

~An act exempting distilleries from taxation ; 

An act to change a mail-route therein named ; 

‘An act to repeal, in part, and amend an act ‘regulating the 
duties of probate courts, and the settlement of successions, 
passed at the 4th Congress, and approved February 5th, one 
thousand eight hùndred and forty ; 

` An act for the relief of Aritonio Manchacca; 

A bill, to be entitled an act to divorce Missouri Jane ‘Wagner 
and Charles Wagner; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Jeremiah "Timón ; ¢ 

A joint resolution for,the relief of midshipman A, J. ‘Bryant ; 
and a joint resolution ‘for the relief of J. 'G. Chalmers, an find 


the same correctly engrossed. l EEEE te 
A. HL“PHTUIPS, Chairman. 
‘Which ‘report was adopted. oe ee ae 


268 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, by leave, introduced. a joint reso- 
Intion for the relief of A. B: Shelby. 

Read {st time. — 

Ò 2» -gotion, the rule was suspended, resolutidu read a 2d time, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, Wm. E, Jones, chairman, 
to whom whs referred a bill for the benefit of settlers i in good 
faith, and to amend an act to provide the mode of trying titles 
to lan d, approved February 5th, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty, reported the same back, with amendments, and re- 
commended its passage. « 

Which. report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, to whom was referred a bill to amend and explain the 
Ist section of an act, to amend an an act to provide for the fore- 
closure of mortgages on real and personal estate. &c., and for 
other purposes, reported the same back to the House, and re- 
commended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill Taid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Barnard, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the 
county of Fort Bend to levy a tax, for a special purpose. 

Read a first time. 

On motion, rule suspended bill read a second time, and re- 
ferred to a select committee: whereupon the following commit- 
tee was appointed, to wit: Messrs. Barnard, Collins, „Grammont, 
Johnson and Head. © > 

Mr. Jasper offered the following resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be. „instructed 
to contract for the printing, for the use of this House, of five 
hundred copies of the annual report of the-.Secretary of War 
and Marine, upon the subject of the navy, together with the co- 
pies of correspondence had, on the same subject, contained in 
documents Nos 1, 2, 3, and 4, now in possession, of the com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs ; the same being necessary, to afford to 
the committee, aud each of the members of this House, the 
means of acquiring a full knowledge of the subjects referred to 
them, for consideration and action. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on its adoption, stood as, 
follows, viz: “ 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker: Barnard, Collins, Darnell, ‘Davis, 
Head, Henderson, Jasper, Lott, Means, Stamps and. Truit—12. 

Noes-- Messrs. -Bourland, Cazneau, Edwards, Erath, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Hogs, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of 
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@alveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis; Maverick, Ôg- 
den, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb and Ward—22. 

Lost, and the'resolution rejected. | 

_On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales; a bill, making an ap- 
propriation for the payment of district attorneys, for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, was taken up, and 
read a first time. fo 

On motion, the rule was suspended, bill read a second time, 
‘ and ordered to be engrossed. . 

On motion, the rule was further suspended, bill read a third 
time, and passed. | 

The Committee on Retrenchment, P. M. Cuney, chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill to abolish certain offices therein 
named, reported by a substitute for the same, and recommended 
its passage. © l a . 

Which report was received and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. d 

On matien of Mr.: Davis, a bill to ensure the assessment of the 
taxable property of the Republic, and the collection’ of the direct 
_ tax, and for other purpoSes, with a substitute for the same, from 
the Finance Committee, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips; the House resolved itself into a 
committee ot the whole,.on the original bill, Mr. Phillips in the 
chair. ; 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
the bill, with the amendments, back to the House, and asked leave 
to be discharged from its further cons:deration. 

Which report was adopted. x l 

A message was received from His-Excelleney the President, 
through the hands of his Private Secretary, Mr. W. D. Miller. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they refuse to recede from their amendments to an 
act to define and fix the practice of probate courts, in certain 
eases; and that they had appointed a committee of conference 
thereon. . . : an 

A bill to ensure the assessment of taxable property of the 
Republic, and the collection of the direct tax, &c., with the 
amendments of the committee of the whole house. 

Question on the amendment of the committee to strike out 
the sixth section. 7 l 

The ayes aud noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit; . a n ma 

Ayes—Mesşrs. Barnard, Cazneau, Cuney; Doom, Hrath, Gage, 
Grammont, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, 
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Jones ofjGonzales, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, 
Rabb and Truit—19. 

Noes —Messrs. Speaker, Bou rland, Collins, Daruell, Davis 
Exiwards, Green, Head, Henderson, Jasper, Kendrick, Lewis 
Lott, Means, Stamps, and Ward—I16. Adopted. | 

Mr. Gage offered the following amendment, “provided, the 
persons so required to give in such tax, has not a reasonable ex- 
cuse for nou- attendance,” (to come in, after ‘five dollars” in- 
the first section.) Rejected. 

Question cn the adoption of the substitute of the finance com- 
mittee, for the original bill. 

Mr. Paschal moyed to refer «he original bill and substitute, 
to a select committee, 

Mr. Lott moved to adjourn until 3°P. M. Lost. i 

Question on Mr. Paschal’s motion to re-commit. Carried. 

Whereupon the following committee was appointed, Messrs, 
Paschal, Davis, Collins, Barnard, Phillips, Jones of Gonzales, 
Bourland and Lewis. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, Mr. Stamps was granted leave of 
absence until Monday next, 3 o'clock P. M. 

On motion of Mr, Head, the House adjourned until 3 P. M., 


+ 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


* 


T'he House met—roll called quorum present. 

Mr. Rowlett by leave introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to authorize the holding of the District Court in two places in 
Fannin county, and for ather purposes, which was read a first 
time. 

On motion of, Mr. Rowlett, ‘the rule was suspended, bill read 

a second time, and 
Referred toa select committee. 
Whereupon, the following committee was appointed : Messrs. 
Rowlett, Johnson, Henderson, Doom and Edwards. 

The committee on engrossed bills made the folowing re- 
port: 


House of Representatives : 

. January, 19th 1844. 

To the Hon. R, Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives - : 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined an, act to 
` extend the time for the payment of thé direct taxes now due 
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from the citizens of the Republic, and for other purpeses, and 
An act for the reliefof the minute men, created under an act, 
approved Feb, 4th, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 
š W. H. BOURLAND, 

' | Onerof the committee. 
Which report was adopted. 
Mr. T'ruit ‘by leave, introduced an act to extend to the heirs 

of those who fell in the battle of San Jacinto, a donation of land, 
Which was read a Ist time. 
Mr. Truit moved to suspend the rule. Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Kendrick the message of the president was 
taken up and read, as follows, to wit: t 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuineron, Jan. 18th, 1844. 


To the Honorable, 
The House of Representatives : 


The Executive deems it his duty to call the attention of your 
honorable body to the accompanying statement from the de- 
partment of War and Marine, in relation to the present condi- 
tion of the government Artillery on the Island of Galveston, 
and to the necessity of making some adequate provision for the 
repair and equipment of the guns, and for the purchase of am- 
munition. It will-be seen that some of the best piéces in pos- 
session Of the government at that place have been spiked. 
This fact needs no comment from the Executive ; but enforces 
the propriety of making necessary provision for guarding and 
preserving the public property against depredation, injury and 
destruction, by the internal as well as the foreign enemy. 
Where men are to be found in any community so depraved and 
destitute of patriotism, the proper precautions should be used to 
thwart their nefarious designs. ‘The penalties of treason cer- 
tainly attach to the commission of such crimes, ` __ 

[Signed.] SAM HOUSTON. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau. the message and accompanying 
documents wete referred to the committee on Miltary Affairs. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Col. J.-C. Neill, with 
amendments by the Senate, 

First amendment—strike out the words “out of any unappro- 
priated money in the Treasury,” also, strike out the, preamble, 

Coneurred in. 


o 


An act supplementory to an act, regulating the sale of run- 
away slaves, approved 5th February, one-thousand eight hun. 
dred and forty-one, with amendments by the Senate |, 

First amendment—strike ont of the first séction, all after the 
word “slaves” iu toe 5th line, tothe Words “the San Antonio” 
in the 17th live, and. insert the words “on or West of,” 2 

Concurred in. 

Second amendment—strike ont of the second section the 
word “rates” in the 5th line, and insert the word “sum.” 

Concurred in. 

Third amendment—insert after the word “received” in the 
5th line of said second section the words “for each slave so ap- 
prehended and delivered.” 

Coneurred in. 

Fourth amendment—strike out the words “or they” in the 
7th line, and the words “with reasonable damages and costs, 
in the LUth line, and “or person” in the 4th Hine of said 2nd 
section. 

Concurred in. : 

Fifth amendment—insert additional section 3d, td read as 
follows : 

Be it further enacted, That the provisions of ‘the second 
section of this act shall extend to persons apprehending runa- 
way slaves in any part of the Republic, provided, said slaves 
are delivered by the apprehender, to the owner thereof, at his 
or her residence.” f 

Concurred in. $ ` à 

Sixth amendmeht—change the aner of section third to 
section fourth. 

Concurred in. ~- 

A joint resolution for the relief of Minute-men, created under 
an act approved Feb 4th, one thousand eight hundred and for- 
ty-one. 

Was read a 3d time and passed. 

An act to extend the time for the payment of direct taxes now 
due from the citizens of the Republic, and for other purposes. 

Was read a third time. 

Mr. Rowlett, offered the following amendment to the caption: 

Strike out all the caption after “an act,” and insert after “for 
the relief of Sheriffs.” n 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stoód thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, ” Bourland, Rela Darnell, Doom, 
Edwards, Erath, Head, Henderson, Jasper, Johnston, Lott, 
Ogden, Person and Rowlett—15. - = 
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Noes—Messis. Barnard, Cazneau, Collins, Davis, Gage 
Grammont, Green, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Ken. 
drick, Lewis, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, 
Truit and Ward—19. 

Rejected. 

Question on the passage of the bill. ' 

The ayes and noes bëing called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messis. Barnard, Cazneau, Collins, Davis, Gage, 
Green, January, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, and Rabb—15. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cuney, Darnell, Doom, 
Edwards, Erath, Grammont, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, 
Johnston, Lott, Ogden, Person, Philips Rowlett, Truit and 

Ward—20. | . 

Lost and the bill rejected. | . . 

Mr. Henderson, moved the re-consideration of the vote refus- 
ing to pass the bill. me 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, a call of the House was had. 

Mr. Henderson, withdrew his motion. 

A joint resolution for the relief of midshipman A. J. Bryant. 

Was read a third time, and_passed. . 

A joint resolution for the relief of Jeremiah Tinnen. 

Was read a third time and passed. a 

A bill to be entitled: “An act:to divorce Missouri Jane Wag- 
ner and Charles Wagner ; was read a 3d time. 

The ayes and noes being called‘for on the passage thereof, 
stood as fo-lows, viz: _ . N 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Collins, Davis, Erath, Gage, Hen- 
derson, Hogg, January, Jasper, Jchnston, Johnson, Jones of Gal- 
veston, Lewis, Montgomery, Person, Philips, Rabb, Truit and 
Ward—19. a 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnell, 
Doom, Edwards, Grammont, Green, Head, Kendrick, Lott, 

Maverick, Ogden, Paschal and Rowlett—16. 

Carried, and the bill passed, . 

_ An act to repeal in part and amend an act regulating the du- 
ties of Probate Courts and the settlement of successions, passed 
atthe 4th Congress, and approved Feb. 5th, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty. . 

Was read a third time, and passed. 
An act to change a mail route therein named. 
Was read a third time, and passed. 
An det éxenipting Distilleries from taxation. 
` Was read a third time, 
TI 
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‘The ayes and noes being called for ọn its ponge; sepad ay 
follows, viz : 

Ayes—Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Gollins, Davis, Ed- © 
wards, Grammont, Green, Henderson, January, Jasper, Johu- 
ston; Johnson, Kendrick, Lewis, Montgomery, Persos, Row- 
lett, Truit and War d—320. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker; Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Erath, Gage, 
Head, Hogg, Jones of Galveston; Lott Maverick, Ogden, Pas- 
chal, Philips and Rabb—15. a l 

Carried and bill passed. r z 

An act for the relief of John Saunders. 

_ Was read a third time and passed. 

-Abillto be entitled: “An act for the relief of Antonio Man- 
ehaca.” 

Was read a third time, and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John G. Chalmers. 

- Read a third time, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of certain free persons of color, from se- 
lect committee, on its second reading, recommending the fol- 
. lowing amendments to. first section. 

Provided, such free persons give bond and security to the 
Chief Justice of the County in which they may reside, in a sum 
not less than one thousand dollars, conditioned for their good 
behavior, so long as they may remain citizens,” 

‘Amendment ado pted. 

Mr. Green, moved to insert “John Day. a 

Adopted. 

Mr.. Hogg; moved to insert “W illiam Young.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Jones of Galveston, moved to insert “Win. Gladman.” 

Carried, . 

Mr. Doom, offered the following amendment : 


Be tt further enacted, that all free persons of oo in the Re- 
public, be recognized as citizens, , 


The.ayes and noes being called for thereon stood as follow? 
viz ¿` 


Ayes——Messrs. Doom and Kendrick—2. 


Noes—Messrs: Speaker, Barnard, Pourland, Cazneau, Collins) 
Cuney, Darnell, Davis, E dwards, Erath,, Gage, Grammont, 
Greet, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Montgome- 
ry; Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, mie pra and 
Ward—3 
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Mr. Cazneau moved to strike out “citizens,”. in the amend- 
ment of the committée, and insert “residents.” Carried. 

x. Maverick moved to insert “Free Tom” of: Gonzales, 

Carried. 

Mr. Ward ‘movetlto insert free “Silas” of Bowie. Carried. 

Mr. Johnston moved to insert “Chance Grubb.” Carried; and 

On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed, « 

` Mr. Rowlett-moved to suspend the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days, that the bill might be read a third 
time. 

The ayes and noes were called for and stood as follows: 

Ayes~-Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
‘Davis, Green, Head, Henderson, January, Jasper, Johnson, 
Johnston, Jones ot Galveston, Lewis, Montgomery, Philips, 
Rabb, Rowlett, Truit and Ward—22. 

Noes—Miessrs. Speaker, Barnard, Doom, Edwards, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont, Hogg, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Cgden, Pas- 
chal and Person—I4. 

Motion. lost, it requiring two thirds to suspend therule. _ 

Mr. Green moved totake np the bill for the relief of John. 
Trussell. Lost. 

An act legitimating certain childr en therein named, was ‘vead 
a first time. 

An act requiring the Auditor to audit certain accounts therein 
named, was taken up on its second reading, and 

On motion passed to a third reading. f 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas and Susannah Jack- 
son, was taken up on its 2d reading, and | 

On motion passed to a 3d reading. $ 

A joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Terrell, was taken 
up on its 2d reading, and - 

On motion of Mr, Hogg, was ordered to be engrossed, 

A Dill for the relief of Stephen Jones, was. taken up on its 2d. 
reading, and 

On motion of Mr. Doom, was aden to. be engrossed. 

A bill regulating elections, was taken up on its 2d eating 

Mr. Phillips moved to strike out all that partof the seventh 
section, granting the Chief Justice the casting vote. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: | 

Ayes— Messrs. . Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, Gage, 
Green, Head, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis, 
Maverick, Montgomery, ‘Paschal and Phillips—16. ~ 

Noes--Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Dávig- 
Doom, Erath;--Hendersoa, Hoge, Jasper, Johnston, Lotty. Pag 
son, Rabb, Rowlett and Truit 16. 


E 


So 


There being a tie, the question was lost.. 

Mr. Gage offered the following amendment, strike out “five 
o’clock” where it occurs, ahd insert “four o’clock. Adopted. , 

Mr. Lott moved the engrossment of the bill. ' . 

Mr. Green moved to lay.the bill and ametlments on the table 
until to-morrow, Lost. _ e l nee - 
+ On motion of Mr. Green a call of the House was ordered, 

On motion of Mr. Collins, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning. ten o’clock. sa 


| WASHINGTON, SATURDAY, ? 
January 20th, 1844. . 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll being called, the following members- answered to 
their names : | 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hagler, Head, Henderson, Janu- 


ary, Johnson, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lewis,’ 


Lott, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, and 
Ward. i : 

A. quorum present. 

The journal of the preeeding day was read and adopted. 

A. calil of the house pending: a bill regulating eleetions before 
the house. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Bourland moved to-strike out all that part of the first 


`- section, giving the Chief Justice the casting vote. 


- The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
Viz + : 
Ayes—Messrs. . Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, Head, January, Johnson, Jones 
of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Truit and Ward, 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Davis, Doom, Erath, Hen- 
derson, Jasper, Johnston, Lott, Means, Person and Rowlett—12. 
Carried and amendment made. ~ 
Mr. Barnard offered the following additional section, to come 
in between the 8th and 9th sections of the bill. 
“Be it further enacted: Whenever it shall so happen, in the 
election for any officer, that there is a tie between two or more 
candidates, the Chief Justice to whom the returns are made, 
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shall declare such elections null, ang immediately order a new 
election for that offtce.” Adopted. 
s Mr. Ward oflered the following additional section. _ 

“Be it further enacted, That any returning officer, who shalf 
fail to make his returns within the time prescribed by law, shall 
he liable to a penalty of one hundred dollars to bë edllected in | 
the usual way of collecting fines and forfeitures on information; 
and the same to be-appropriated tæ the use of the county.” 

“ Adopter, 

On motion of Mr. Collins, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Cunéy by leave presented the petition of Alonzo Blair, 
which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

The committee on public lands, M. Ward, jr., chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Rusk coun- 
ty; reported the same back to the house with a bill to incorpo- 

` rate the Methodist College, and recommend its passage, 

Which was read a first time.—Also: 

To whom was referred a bill for the relief of Sarah Hughes, 
and others, reported the same back to the House for its action, 

Which report’ was-received and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on military affairs, W. L. Cazneau, one of 
said committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act 
incorporating the Galveston Guards, reported the same back to 
the house and recommended its passage, 

Which report was received and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. | i 

he committee on naval affairs, R. M. Collins, chairman, to”. 
whom was referred the memorial of J. T. K. Lothrop, reporte 
the same back to the house, with a joint resolution for his relief, Hi 
and recommended its passage, . Se ee 

Which was.read a first time. 

The Committee on Claims anid Accounts, A. H. Philips, one 
ot said committeé, to whom was referred the memorial of Wm. 
Bryant, reported the same back to the House, with a bill for his 
relief - 

. Which was read a first time. > 

Also, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of ' 
A. B. Shelby, reported the same back to the House and recom- 
mended its passage; also, `. ' 

_ To whom was referred an act for the relief of A. B. Shelby, 
reported the same back to the House, with an amendment, and 
recommended its passage. l 

| Which reporis- were received, and bills laid: upon the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. | 


‘he Committee on Engrossed Bills, A. H. Philips, chairmatt, 
feported having examined a bill, relative to the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, aud find the same correctly en- 
grossed. 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Kendrick, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an, 
act to repeal an act to incorporate the Matagorda Caney Navi- 
gation Company, approved January 14th, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-three. 

Which was read a first time. ‘ aoe 

Mr, Lewis, by leave, introduced "a bill, to be entitled an act 
authorizing the appointment of additional notaries public, for 
Montgomery aud Liberty counties. 

Which was read a first time? 

_ Mr. Jones, of Galveston, by leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion, requiring the Auditor to settle certain accounts therein 
named; which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Galveston, the rule was suspended, 

àud the joint resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment: “as: well as all 
other accounts for monies received by him, from the Govern- 
ment of Texas, and other sources, so far as it can be done, with 
the documents within the reach of the Auditor.” 

l Adopted. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, further, and the joint re- 
solution read a 3d time, and passed. 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act 
to attach certain territory, therein named, to Rusk county, for 
judicial and other purposes. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Lewis moved a re-consideration of the vote ees on yes- 
terday, respecting the resolution offered by Mr. Jasper., 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows 
viz: 

Ayes—Messrs. daor Barnard, Collins, Cuney, - Darnell, 
Davis, Edwards, Head, Henderson, Jasper, Lewis, Lott, Means, 
Person and Tr wit—13. 

Noes—Messrs: Bourland, Cazneau, Doom, Erath, Gage,. 
Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones 
of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, ‚Montgomery, Ogden, 
Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, and Ward—22. 

The House refused to re- consider: 

Mr. Philips moved to re-consider the vote taken on yesterday, 


respecting the bill to extend the time 5 the payment of, direct 


taxes. 


v 


Mr. Davis moved to lay the motion on the table. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Cazneau, Collins, a Davis, Ed- 
wards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, Henderson, 
January, Johnston, Jones of Galveston, Jonesof Gonzales, Ken- 
drick, Maverick, Montgomery, Means, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb 
and Truit—26. 

Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Bourland, Darnell, Doom, Head, Jas- 
per, Johnson, Lott, Ogden, Person, Rowlett anu Ward—tiz. 

. Carried, and motion to re-consider laid on the table. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Davis moved to suspend the rule, in E to take up the 
bill to repeal the exchequer system, and make it the special or- 
der of the day for Tuesday next, 10 o’clock, a. m. s, 

Lost. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Susannah and Thomas 
Jackson, as mail-contractors for 1838 and 1839, was rend a 3d 
time, and rejected, i 

An act requiring the Auditor to audit certain accounts therein 
named, was read a third time. . 

The ayes and-noes being called for, on the passage thereof, 
stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, Doom, 
Edwards, Gage, Green, Hagler, Henderson, January, Johnston : 
Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Mont- 
gomery, Qgden, P. Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truit and 
Ward—2 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cuney, Davis, Head , Jasper, 
Lewis, Means and Person—9. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

An act to legitimate certain chillren therein nanied, was read 
a second time ; and, ye N 

On motion, passed to its 3d reading. 

An act, entitled,an act to prescribe the mofle of sudling the 
Claims of creditors df estates of deceased peltons, in cerjain | 
cases, on its 2d reading, with amendments ofigelect compi 

Amendment—z iter ‘the enacting clause, section J st, Ramey 
so as to read “that in all cases in which there may be-debts due 
the estate of any deceased person, for property-solé by the ex- 
‘eentor or administrator thereof,. prior to the firstly of May, 
one thousgad eight hundred and forty-two, or upd contrasts 
made,by the ee edin his lifetime, and prior'to ‘the ‘Ist day of 
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May, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, it shall be the 
duty of the chief justice of the probate court, upon a represent- 
ation of the facts, by petition, by the administrator or executor.” 

Adopted. 

On mation of Mr. Person, the’bill was ordéred to. be engrossed, 

Mr. Hénderson moved to re-consider the vote just taken, te- 
jecting a joint resolution for the relief of Susannah and Thomas 
Jackson. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr. Henderson’s. motion WAS 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. Davis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That all bills shall be. read, whether on the first, 
second or third readings, in their regular time; and no bill shall 
be read, without the suspension of the rule, until the whole are 
read through. 

Read ist time, and laid upon the table one day, for conside- 
ration. 

A. bill to repeal an, act, passed 8th of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, respecting Wree gmiasters on its 
Əd reading. : 

Mr. Collins moved the éi grossment of the bill. 

Lost. 

Mr. Green offered the following amendment : 

Insert, after “appointed,” in Ist section, “by the President of 
the Republic. 2 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. n 

A joint resolution for the relief of José Casiano, ‘on its 2d 
reading, from the Committee on Claims and Accounts, recom- 
mending the passage, of the first section, and the rejection of the 
secona. 

Which report was adopted. 

Ou.motion.of Mr. Maverick, the bill was. ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

The-Gommittée on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
the petition of Sarah A. Cooke, reported the same back to the 
Howse, with.a joipt resolution for her relief, anal recommended 
its passage. i 

Which joint resolution was read a first timet 

Also, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of Eras- 
tus Smith, reported the same back to the House, with a joint 
resolution for their relief, and recommended.its passage. ` 

Which joint-resolution was read a first time: 


Ale 


A bill to repeal so much of an act to raise a public revenue, 


as relates to license’ tax of merchants, approved 5th February, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, on its second read- 
ing, from the Committee on Finance, recommending its rejec- 
tion, 

On motion of Mr. Doom, was laid on the table. ~ 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, offered the following resolution : : 

Resolved, . by the House of Representatives, That, the Sec- 
retary .of the Treasury be requested to furnish this House with 
a statement of the amounts paid the different officers, (if any 


were paid) for services rendered in the ariny, since March, one 


thousand eight hundred and forty-two. 
Which was réad a first time, and laid upon the table one day 
for consideration. 


A bill to amend the third section of an act to extend to late 


emigrants, a donation of land, &c., approved January, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty- -nine, on second reading, 
from the Comittee on Public Lands, recommending its rejec- 
- tion. 

On motion of Mr. ®rath, the bill was laid upon the table, 

A bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel Lemons, 
his heirs, and assigns, on its 2d reading, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, recommending a substitute : which substitute 
was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the preamble was str icken out. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A. joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Capt. Robert 
Oliver, deceased, on its second reading. 

On motion, the resolution was ordered fo be engtossed. 

A billtor the benefit of ‘persons who have obtained condition- 
al head-right certificates, on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, it was reférred to aselect com- 
Mittee. : 

Whereupon, the following committee was apnoea: Me Ser 
Henderson, Trait, Doom, rath and Montgortiigy. Faa 


~ 


A bill, to be entitled an act to protect the property gf Texian 
prisoners in Mexico, on its second reading, the gsubstijyte 
of the Committee—the Judiciary: which substitgte wag adopt 

Mr. Henderson nioved to adjourn until 3 o'clock, P. m 

Mr. Cazneau moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, Monday 


morning. 
The ayes and noeg 7 tong called for paneron, ea follows, 
io wit: ` 


* 
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Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Gage, Gram- 
mont, Green, Hagler, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones 
of Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Montgo- 
mery, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb and Ward—20. a 
_ Noes--Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Head, Henderson, Lewis, Lott, 
Means, Ogden, Person, Rowlett and Truit—18, i 


Carried, and the Hotise adjourned until Monday morni 
10 o'clock. J ay morning, 


Monpay Mornine, WASHINGTON, 
January 22d, 1844. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Roll being called, the tollowing members answered to 
their names, to wit: 5 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Dar- 
nell. Doom, Edwards, Gage, Green, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
January, Johnston, Johnson, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, 
- Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Rabb, 'Truit and Ward. l 
A quorum present. ‘ : 
The journal of the 20th, was read and adopted. - 


A bill to protect the property of Texian prisoners of war in 
Mexico, before the House. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the bill was ordered to be en- 

rossed, . 

The Committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, chairman, 
to whom was referred, an act to amend an act granting license 
to retail merchants, reported the same back to’the House, and 
recommended its rejection ; also, _ 

To whem was referred an act to authorize sheriffs to assess 
and collect taxes, from those who have not rendered an inven- 
tory to the assessor, for the years one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two and one thousand eight Hundred and forty-three, 
and for other purposes, reped the same back to the House, 


and recommended its passage ; also, 
To whom was referred a bill to authorize the “Secretary of 
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State to employ an additional clefk, reported. the same. back to 
the House, and recommended its rejection. 


Which reports were received, and bills laid upon the.table, te 


“come up among the orders of the day. 


The Committee on Internal Improvements, F.-~W- Ogden, 
chairman, to whom was referred a bill to amend and consoli- 
date all laws on the subject of public roads, reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its rejection. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 


come up among the orders of the day. 


Also, to whom was referred a memorial, to charter the “ Texas 
Provision Company,” reported .the same back to the House, and 
recommended its rejection. 

Which report was adopted. 

Also, to whom was referred an act relatiig to the establish- 
ment of public ferries, and for other purposes, Teported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its passage ; also, 

To whom was referred a bill, to be entitled an act to amend 
the charter of the Brazos canal company, reported the same 
back to the House; and recommended its ‘passage. 

Which reports were received, and bills laid upon the table, 
to come up among the orders of the da y. 

Also, to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of 
Bowie and Red River counties, reported the same back to the 
House, with a bill to establish the Sulphur Fork company, &c., 
and recommended its passage, 

Which bill was read a first time. 

The committee on engrossed bills A. H. Phillips, chairman, 
reported, having examined-an act for the relief of certain free 
persons of color; also, —, , 

An act for the relief of Stephen Jones; also, 

An act for the relief of G. W. Terrell, anc find the same cor- 
rectly engwossed, 

Which report was adopted. 

The select committee, D, Rowlett, chairman, to wham was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the holding of 


‘the.district court in two places in Fannin county, and for other 


purposes, reported the same back to the house. with amendments 
aud recommended its passage, 

Which report was received and bill laid upon the table te 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills; 

A bill for the more prompt collection of license tax. 


ate 


A bill making an appropriation to pay in part the ‘officers of 
the navy. 

A joint resolution providing for an amendinent to the Consti- 
tution, and for the establishment of a separate supreme court, 

Aud a bill to be entitled an act creating a district court at the 
town of Fort Houston, in Houston county, with amendments. 

Mr. Johnston by leave, introduced a bill to extend the corpo- 
rate limits of the town of Clarksville, ~ 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the rule was ee the bill read 
å second time, and 

On motion, ordered to be engrossed. ` 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the rule was farther suspended, the 
bill read a third time and passed. 

The committee on naval affairs, R. M. Collins, chairman, to 
whom was referred the communicationeof his Excellency the 
President, of the 15th inst, with accompanying reports of the 
honorable secretary of War and Marine; also, 

The report of the Surgeon of the Texas Navy; reported the 
same back to the house, with a joint resolution for the relief of 
certain disabled seamen and landsmen, and recommended its 
passage, 

Which joint resolution was vend a first time. 

Mr. Johnston by leave, introduced a joint ‘resolution for the’ 
relief of Holland Coffee, 

Which was read a first time. and 

On motion of Mr. Johnston, the rufe was suspended, the joint 
resolution read a 2d time and referred to a select committee; 

Whereupon, the following committee was appoitited, Messrs. 
Johnston, Rowlett, Green, Ogden and Means. 

Mr. Ogden by leave, introduced a joint resolution to amend 
an act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation; which was 
read a first time.. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the motion to Yeconsider thé 
vote rejecting a joint resolution for the relief of Susannah and 
"Thomas Jackson for carrying the mail for the years one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and one thousand eight 
hundred ‘and thirty-nine, was taken up. 

Question on the reconsideration of the vote rejecting the. þilt. 

Carried. 

Question on the final passage of the bill. 

Carried ‘and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, thé house proteeded t to the or 
ders of the day. 


Er 
t 


‘ \ 
- ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to repeal all laws authorizing the sale of the Navy, was ta- 
ken. up. anra l 

Question on the engrossment of the bill.. l 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus: . 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Henderson, January, 
Johnston, Johnson; Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Ken- 
drick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, 
Person, Rowlett Stamps, and Ward—28. ; 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Darnell,-Head, Jasper, Lewis, Lott 
and Truit—f; Eo. a 

Carried, and bill. ordered to be engrossed. ` , 

Mr. Caldwell moved the suspension of the rule to place’ the 
bill on its third reading. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs: Bourland, Caldwell Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Doom, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler; January, Johnston, John- 
son, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maver- 
ick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and 
Ward—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Davis, Head, Henderson, 
Jasper, Lewis, Lott, Person, Rowlett and Truit—1l. Ta 

Carried and bill read a 3d time. , 

: The ayes and noes being called for on its final passage stood 
thus: l 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Henderson, Janua- 
ry, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, 
Rabb, Staps and Ward—26. i . 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Darnell, Edwards, Head, 
Jasper, Lewis, Lott, Person, Rowlett and Truit—11. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

The select committee F. L. Paschal, chairman, to whom was 
referred'a bill to ensure the assessment of the taxable property 
of the Republic, and the collection of the direct.tax, and for oth- 
er purposes, reported. the same back to the house with amend- 
ments and recommend its passage, l 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
tome-ùp aroe the ordérs of thë day, ©,- = = 

Mr. Davis moved to suspend the rule in order to take upa 
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bill for the assessment of the taxable property of the Republic, 
and the collection of the direct tax, and for other purposes. Lost. 
A message was received from the President, through hbis pri- 
vate secretary, Mr W. D. Miller, transmitting two several doc. 
uments, oue of them marked “secret. 4 
On motion of Mr. Head the public communication of the 
Fixecutive, was taken up aud read as follows: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 


Wasuineron, Jan: 22nd, 1844. 
Lo the Honorable, | . 
The Senate and House of Representatives : 


I have the honor to inform the honorable Congress, that a 
vacancy exists in the Judgeship of the fourth judicial district, 
bythe resignation of the honorable Anderson Hutchinson, which 
has been received and accepted. Tais is the only vacancy 
within the knowledge of the department, 

SAM HOUSTON. 

On motion of Mi. Kendrick, the house went iuto secret ses- 
siou upon a communication of his Excellency the President, 
marked ‘ secret.” 

After some time spent therein, the doors were opened, 

On mgtion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales the house adjourned 
until half past 3 o ‘clock, P. M.. 


HALF-PAST THREE O'CLOCK P.M.” 

House met-—roll called-—quorum present. 

Mr. Henderson by leave, presented the petition of Messrs. 
Crnger & Moore, which was referred to a select committee, 

Whereupon. the following committee was appointee: Messrs 
Henderson, Doom, Troit, Green and Cuney. = ~” 

A message was received from the senate informing the house 
. of the passage of the following bills: 

A bill prescribing the mode of proceeding against delinquents, 
holders and collectors of public moneys. 

A joint resolution for the relief of League, Andrews & Co. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the carrying the 
public mails for the year one thousand eight hundred and for- 
ty-four, and establishing the rates of postage, with amendments. 

A bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts, with amendments. 


A bill authorizing John C. Hays, to raise a conipaay of moun 
ted Gun-Men, 
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An act for the relief of W. G. Cooke, late acting Quarter- 
Master General; and’ 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to settle certain ac- 
counts, with amendments by the Senate. 

A resolution altering the rules of this house came up on its 
adoption, and was rejected. ~ 

A resolution ealiing on the Secretary of the Treasury for in- 
formation, was read and adopted. 

An actto legitimate certain children therein named, was read 
. a third time and passed. ` © 

An act for the reliet of Stephen Jones, was read a third time 
and passed. 

Ani act for the relief of certain free persons of color. 

Was read a third time. l 

The ayes and noes being called for on its final passage 
stood as follows : > . l 
- Ayes—Messrs. Collins, Davis, Gage, Green, Head, Jasper, 
Maverick, Philips, Rabb, Stamps, Truit and Ward—12. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnell 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Grammont, Hagler, January, John” 
son, Kendrick, Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, and Rowlett 
—18. 

Lost, and bill rejected. i 

A joint resolution for the relief of Geo, W. Terrell, 

Was read a third time. 

Oa motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended prohibiting 
bills from being amended on their third readings. 

Mr. Davis, moved to strike out “equity” and insert “aw.” 

Adopted. - 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows; 

Ayes—Messrs Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Head, 
Johnson, Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, 
Phillips, Rowlett, Stamps, ‘Truit and Ward—25. 

Noes—Messrs.Vazneau, Hagler, Henderson, January, Jasper, 
Means and Rabb—7. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

A bill to enforee the more faithful performance of the duties 
of Sheriffs; was taken up on its second reading, and 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, was laid on the table. 

A bill to amend the laws in relation to the appointment and 
pay of District Attorneys, &c &c. ; on its secoud reading from 
the Judiciary Committee, recommending its rejection. 

On motion the report was adopted, and bill rejected, 
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A bil to be entitled :.“An act to change the times. of holding 
tne District Courts in the first Judicial “District, on its second 
reading from the committee o on the Judiciary, recommending its 

rejection. 

On motion, the report was , adopted, and the bill rejected. - 

An act to prevent executors from paying their own individu- 
al debts, out of tne estates of their testators, on its second. read 
ing from the committee on the Judiciary, recommending its re. 
jection. 

On motion, the report was adopted, and bill rejected. , 
A bill entitled: “An act supplementary to an act, establish- 
ing the jurisdiction and powers of the District Courts, approved 
Dec. 22d, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six,” ón its 
second reading from the committee on the judiciary, recom- 

mending its rejection, 

Mr. Bourland, offered the following amendment : 

Strike out «fifty cents.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Henderson, mpved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

Lost. 

Mr. Bourland, moved the engrossment of the bijl. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, 
Green, ‘Hagler, Head, Johnson, Kendrick, Stamps and Ward 
—]2. - 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker,- Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col. 
lins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Grammont, Hendeison, January, 
Jasper, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Maverick, Means, Montgem- 
ery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, and 'Truit 


Seeman 


Lost, and bill rejected. 

A bill to save costs-and to transform Lawyers into honest far- 
mers, on its second reading from the committee on the Judicia- 
ry; recommending its rejection. 

On motion of Mr. Stamps, the bill was. ‘referred to a select 
committee ; whereupon, the following committee was appoint- 

ed: Messrs. Stamps, Gage, Cuney; Montgomery, Truit and 
7 Jones of Gonzales. 

The committee appointed to go to Austin to examine the 
Land Archives, and report thereon to this House, made the fol- 
lowing Report : 
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p Wasnineron, 22d, of January, 1844. 
To the Honorable the House of Representatives : 


The select committee appointed under a resolution of the 
House of Representatives on the first instant, and charged with 
the duty ofexamining into the condition of the Records and 
Archives of the General Land-office, have performed that duty, 
and now beg leave to report. 


That on the day following tHeir appointment, they left the 
town of Washington, and proceeded forthwith to the city of 
Austin, at which place they arrived on Saturday the 6th inst., 
that on the following day, the citizens of Austin, who were 
said to be in possession of the Archives of the Land-office, were 
notified of the arrival of the Cammittee, and the object of their 
visit, and were informed that the Commissioner“ of the General 
Land-office was also in the city, prepared to take possession of 
the Archives, and to stfomit them to the inspection and exami- 
nation of the committee. No objection whatever, was made on 
the part of the citizens to the restoration and delivery of the 
boxes containing the records and papers of the Commissioner. 
And“on the following morning, the 8th, while. they were em- 
ployed in removing them to the General Land-offie¢, in com- 
pliance’with a call made upon them by Mr, O’Hara, clerk in 
that office, the Committee delivered in person, to the Commis- 
sioner, a written communication, a copy af which is herewith 
submitted, as a part of this report (marked A.) informing him of 
the resolutions of the House, and requesting him to submit for 
their “examination all records and archives of the General Land 
office, which may be at this place, [Austin] in the same condi- 
tion in which they wereat the time of the adpotion of said Re- 
solution, or at the time they are delivered to you.” Your com- 
mittee at the same time. also requested the Commissioner to 
furhish them: with any schedule of the archives, which he might 
have, or might be able to obtain without opening the boxes con- 
taining. the records and archives, ` f 


To this communication, the committee received, at the time 

| Ro written answer; but that he had not the possession of any 

of the records and archives of the General Land.office.. On the 

| same day, however, he notified them, verbally, that the citizens 

of Austin had placed in his possession, eleven boxes, contain- 

ing the archives of the General Land-office ; and that he was 
LL 
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then ready to submit their contents to the inspection of the com- 
mittee; and the next morning, he delivered them a schedule of 
the: alleged contents of the boxes: a copy of which penne is 
herewith submitted, and marked “F.” 


Ou the same day, e Sth) after the oe were restored 
to the General Laud-office, the committee took the testimony 
of Messrs. Baker and Harrell, which is found in document, G, 
herewith submitted; and, on the next day, (the 9th) in the pre- 
sence of the Commissioner, the committee examined the con- 
tents of the boxes, delivered up by the citizens; and compared 
them with the schedule of theif contents, furnished by Colonel 
Ward En the examination, the committee found that a record 
book, which was represented in the schedule, as No. 20, in box 
No. 1, was in box No. 4; and that the papers, described in the 
schedule, Nos. 30, 34, 35, and 38, of box No 4, and represented 
to be in said box, were in box No. 1, But Col. Ward, the Com- 
missioner, admitted, at the time, that, after the boxes were ori- 
ginally packed, and the schedule of the contents of each of them 
taken, they were frequently opened for examination and airing, 
before they were taken from the Land-office; and that this dis. 
crepancy in the contents of boxes Nos. | and 4, might have 
been produced. in the re-packing, after they had been opened by 
his orders. He also admitted, that nothing appeared to be fniss. 
ing from the boxes. That this discrepancy between, the con- 
tents of the boxes, Nos. 1 and 4, and the schedule, was produced 
in the way mentioned, the committee was fully satisfied. The 
general appearance of the boxes, when delivered up by the citi- 
zens of Austin, the good and perfect order in which their con- 
tents were found, upon examination, and the testimony of res- 
pectable witnesses, examined by the committee, leave no room 
to doubt but the boxes were all in the same condition, when de- 


livered up, by the citizens, to the Commissioner of the General, 


Land-office, on the 8th instant, that they were when taken, by 
them, from ‘the wagons, and deposited in the house of. Mrs. Eb- 
erly, on the 31st December, one thousand eight hundred and 


forty-two. So far as the committee could ascertain, every thing | 


was found in perfect order, and good state of preservation; and 
the discrepancy, between the scheduie and the contents of some 
of the boxes, is still more fully explained, in the testimony of 
Messrs. Mitchell and M’Gill, in doeu ment “G;” and the testimony 
of Mr. Walter Winn, late clerk in the office, marked “H.” 


Having seen the records and archives of the General Land: 
office, quietly, and cheerfully, restored, by the citizens of Austin, 
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who, for somé time, have had the custody of them, to the propef 
officer of the Government; and having found, upon their exami- 

nation, that these records and archives had r@mained, unin- 
` jared, amid all the troubles and difficulties to which their at- 
tempted removal, from the seat of government, had given rise— 
circumstances which, in the opinion of your.committee, aré 
well calculated to remove the uneasiness and apprehension 
which, for some timè, has greatly disquieted the public mind: 
- Your committee would feel gratified, were they authorized to 
close the report of their labor, here; but a sense of the respect 
due to themselves, and to the honorable House of Representa- 
tives, which they represented on this occasion, as well as a duty 
to the country at large, require, at their hands, a full exposé 
of all the- important transactions connected with the perform- 
ance of the dutiés enjoined upon them. 

From the moment of their arrival at Austin, it appeared, to 
the committee, from the general deportment of Col. Ward, the 
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Commissioner of the General Land-office, that he was disposed - 


to embarrass their proceedings ; and, if possible, produce a col- 
lision with the committee ; and while he did not, positively, ob- 
ject to any arrangement made by them, for the performance of 
their duties, his whole manner and conduct, manifestly, exhib- 
ited dissatisfaction to their proceedings; and impliedly showed, 
that he regarded them as intruders upon his, imagined, pecu- 
liat privileges. These things, however, the committee were 
disposed to disregard; and, by pursuing a concilitory course 
‘on their part, perfotm the labor assigned them, in a manner, as 
little offensive to any one, as a firm determination, faithfully to 
discharge their duties, would pexmit. 

On the tenth, after the contents of the boxes had been ex- 
amined, and Col. Ward had discovered the discrepancy between 
the schedule and boxes, Nos. 1.and 4, he addressed two letters 
(iarked B and C) to the committee, bearing date the 8th, and, 
professedly, in answer to the communication of the committee, 
of that date, heretofore referred to, and marked “A;” in one of 
Which, (letter C,) the committee are particularly desired to ob- 
serve whether the contents of the boxes correspond with the list 
of each box, designated in the schedule. 

This request, made, as it was, after the discrepancy, between 
the boxes and the schedule, had been discovered by Col. Ward, 
So glaringly manifested his object to be—to have an opportunity 
of casting censyre upon the citizens, at a future day, that one of 
the committee stated to him, on the 11th, that he would be com- 
pelled to note upon the letter, the date of its reception, as it con- 


‘284 . 


tained añ insinuation so different from his statement on a pre- 
vious day, whyle they were examining the boxes. Col. Ward 
then requested to be permitted to withdraw the letter, which he 
was pemnitted to do, after a copy was taken, which is herewith 
subtuitted, marked #0.” i 

Aiter the withdrawal of the lettet, Col. Ward conveyed tó the 
cominittee, on the 12th, letter “B,” as his final reply to their 
co:nmunication of the Sth, marked “A.” 

Aiter the reception of the foregoing letters; “B” and “O,” on 
the 10th instant, the committee proceeded to take additional fes- 
timony, respecting the condition and custody of the archives, 
while ont of the possession of the Commissioner of the General 
Lind-office; and the first person examined, was Colonel 
Thomas Wm. Ward, the Commissioner. To this testimony, 
the committee beg leave to call the attention of the Honorable 
House of Representatives, in an especial manner: it is found 
in document *G,” and exhibits much of the temper and feel- 
ings displayed by Col. Ward, throughout the whole transac- 
ton. 

The committee will not occupy the time and attention of the 
honorable House, by submitting any comments upon that part 
of the testimony, which has but little connection with the sub- 
ject of enquiry they were prosecuting; bút they cannot avoid 
adverting to the unqualified expressions—“that the boxes were 
always re-packed according to the schedule taken; and thai, in 
opening said boxes, their contents did not correspond with the 
schedule above spoken of ; as the contents of some, were found 
in others ; which induces me further to believe, that said boxes 
had been opened, when out of the possession of the Commis: 
sioner of the General Land-office.” ` 

In making these declarations under oath, the committee will 
not say that Col. Ward was guilty of intentional purjury, but 
after his admission to thein ou previous oecasions, that the box- 
es might not always have been repaeked “in strict ‘accordance 
with tbe schedule, your committee will simply call the attention 
of this House to the testimony of Messrs. McGill and Winn. 

On the 18th, Mr. Alexander, one’ of the clerks in the office, 
called at the room of the committee, and told one of the mem- 
bers [Mr. Graramont,] that Col. Ward had sent him for the 
schediie, to look if certain items had been entered upon it. Mr, 
Grammont informed him that he would go to the office with the 
schedule. Hedid so, and upon entering the office wih the 
schedule in his hand, he observed to the Commissioner, that 
the committee had not entirely done with it, that they were tak- ° 
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‘inga copy; and while in the act of hañding it to him, to make 
the examination he wished. Col. Ward observed in an angry 
and offensive tone, “You cannot take any copy of that sehe- 
dule, itis mine, and you have no right to it.” Mr, Grammont 
then retained it, aud observed that it had been delivered to the 
ayminittee, and since he cluimed it in that manner, and asa 
ight, he would not deliver it to him without the consent of the 
chairman of the committee, and walked out of the office. Col. 
Ward then commenced abusive language, upon which Mr. 
Grammont returped to explain ; and upon doing so, he was 
met by Col. Ward, with the following language: “I forbid you 
to enter my office. Go and reportto your House, that I have 
ordered you óut of my office, and if you don’t immediately de- 
liver that schedule, I will have a warrant against you.” A short 
time after thisinterview, Col. Ward entered the room of the 
committee with the Coroner, who mentioned that he had a war- 
rant to arrest Mr. Grammont. Mr. Grammont then handed the 
` schedule to the chairman of the committee, Col. Ward insisting 
at the same time, that the coroner should take it, which he re- 
fused todo. Mr. Ogden declared at the same time in a positive 
manner, that Col. Ward could not have it. Mr, Grammont 
then informed Col. Ward, that he was ready togo and answer 
any charge he had against him; to which Col. Ward made no 
reply, but immediately went off, and in a short time returned 
with another warrant against Mr. Ogden, chairman of the com- 
mittee, for assisting Mr. Grammout in feloniously retaining 
from him a record of the General Land office. Copies of the 
affidavit upon which these warrants were issued, are herewith 
submitted [marked I and J.] Iu the afternoon of the same day, 
[the 13th] two members of your committee Messrs. Ogden and 
Grammont, were taken before H. B. Hill,.a Justice of the Peace 
of Travis County, for trial upon the above charges preferred a- 
gainst them by Col. Ward; and, after an investigation of the 
matter, by the justice, were discharged. During the investiga- 
tion, Col. Ward and his clerk, Mr. O’Hara, made several” spee- 
ches, the main object of which seemed to be, to produce ex 
citement and difficulty. Among many other offensive remarks 
made by them, Mr. O’Hara observed that “the self styled com- 
mittee were sent by a party in the House to sustain a mob; 
that they would report that the papers were all right, while ma- 
ny were lost, and that the House had no right to send such a 
committee, dc, &c.” - 

_ In view of these things, your committee recommend no course 
of proceeding tó the House, but leave it to judge what may be — 
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iecessary and proper to be done, to preserve its own chara¢tef, 
dignity and respect, from the gross insult and violatiotis which 
have been offered to it, in the persons of your committee; then 
representing this Honorable body: The members òf this com- 
mitteé as individuals seek no protection or redress from this 
body. They trust that they will ever have a sensible percep. - 
tion of their rights, as members of the community; and will at 
all times know how to protect themselves. But as members of 
this body and representing it in an especial manner, as ther 
were selected to do, they would have been faithless to their 
trust, had they permitted such glaring outrages upon its digni- 
ty, to pass unnoticed and tnreported. : 

The conimittee cannot close this report without once more 
adverting to the testimony of Col. Thomas Wm. Ward: It will 
be observed, that in reply to a question propounded to him on 
the examination, on the 10thinst. he distinctly admitted that the 
schedule was delivered to the Committee on the 9th inst. ; and 
yet in his affidavit before the Justice of the Peace ori the 13th. . 
- heswears that it was violently taken from his possession by 
Mr. Grammont. The schedule remained in possession of the 
comunittee, from the time it was delivered to them on the 9th, 
intil it was returned to the Commissioner, after the proceedings 
were had and terminated before the Justice. These directly 
contradictory statements, sworn to as they were, within the 
short period of three days ofeach other, left no doubt upon the 
minds of the committee, that deep; designing and deliberate 

purjury was resorted to, for the accomplishment of 4 most of- 
_ fensive and illegal object. ~ T 

All of which is most respectfully submitted by the committee, 

[Signed] F. W. OGDEN, 
J.J. H. GRAMMONT. 
= Doctiments accompanying—and teferred to; asa part of thë 
foregoing Report, to wit: 
DOCUMENT “A.” 
Austin; Jauuary 8th, 1844: 
Thomas Wm. Ward, Esq., 
Com. Genl. Land Office 


Srr—In order to examine into the condition of the Records 
and Archives of the General Land Office, arid report the-trud 
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condition” as contemplated in a resolution adopted by the House . 
of Representatives on the Ist instant, a copy of which resolution 
is herewith transmitted to you. the committee deem it thei duty 
specially to request you to'submit to them for their examination 
all records and archives of the General Land office, which may 
be at this place, in the same condition in which*they were at 
the time of the adoption of such resolution, or at the time they 
were delivered to you. l 

You are also requested to furnish this committee with any 
schedule of said archives, you may have, or may be able to ob- 
tain without opening the boxes contajning said records and är- 
chives. . : - 

With due consideration, 

Yours, &c. 
(Signed)  . E. W. OGDEN, 
J. J.H. GRAMMONT., 


< 


DOCUMENT “F.” 


Referred to, is the Schedule of the Archives contained in the 


Boxes mentioned in the foregoing Report. = 
DOCUMENT “G.” 
REPUBLIC or Texas, 
County of 'Travis—City of Austin. 


James Baker, Esquire, one of the associate Justices of tho 
County Court of Travis County, being duly sworn on the 8th 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty four, 
by the committee appointed by a resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives on the first instant, to examine into 
the condition of the records and archives of the General Land 
office—deposeth, as follows : 

Sometime in the latter part of the winter, or beginning of 
spring, of the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, 
“Squire” Loughlin, associate Justice of the County Court of 
Travis county, and myself, were called upon by Captain Har- 
rell and some of the citizens of Austin, to seal the boxes con- 
taining the archives of the General Land office. They could 
not procure the sealing wax and utensils necessary for sealing, 
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‘in time for me to seal them that night and-get home; and as I 
was compelled to go home that night, as my family was on an 
expos@h frontier, I requested ‘ Squire” Loughlin to seal the 
boxes above spoken of, and I told him I would call in a short 
time and examine the manner in which it wasdone; in a few 
days aiter, I accordingly called, and examined the seals „and 
boxes, and found that the scal of the County Court of Travis 
County, had been placed on the boxes, according to my. -in. 
structions, and as I would have done it myself had 1 been pre- 
sent at the time the boxes were sealed. Since the sealing of 
said boxes, I have seen them.two or three times during the 
summer and fall of one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, 
in the same position and in the same condition they were, the 
first time I saw them after they were sealed. I was present 
when said boxes were-taken from the place where they had 
been deposited and delivered to Col. Thomas William ‘Ward, 
Commissioner of the General Land office; on the Sth of January 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-four. Said boxes were 
in the same place, and the boxes and seals were in the same 
condition that they were at the first, and during the intermedi- 
ate times that I saw them, with the exception of the seals being 
a little cracked in removing the boxes from the place where 
they had been deposited. The boxes above spoken of; were 
eleven or twelve in number ; the understanding between ‘Squire’ 
Loughlin and myself was, that he was to take charge of the 


seal above spoken of. I could see no appearance of the boxes - 


having been opened from the time I first saw them after they 
were sealed, until they were delivered to the Commissioner of 
the General Land office; the seals having been put over the 
joints of the boxes. The boxes above spoken of were in the 
dwelling house of Mrs. Ebery, when 1 first saw them. 
4 
REPUBLIC oF TEXAS, 
County of Travis, 
City of Austin. 

J. M. Harrell, being duly sworn on the eighth day of Janua- 
ry, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, by the commit- 
tee appointed by a resolution adopted by the House of Represen- 
tives on the Ist. inst, to examine into the condition of the records 
and archives of the General Land Office, deposeth as follows; 
That some time about the Ist. of January, one thonsand eight 
hundred and forty-three, two waggons laden with eleven boxes 
supposed. to contain the archives of the General Land Office, 
-were taken on Brushy creek, Milam county, from the custody 
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of Thomas I. Smith and captain Chandler, (Walter Winn and 
Nathan Mitchell, two of the clerks of the General Laud. fice, 
being present at the time,) and brought by the citizens of ‘Travis 
couuty, to the city of Austin; that when said wagons arrived 
in said city, the said boxes were deposited in the dwelling 
house of Mrs. Eberly in said city, at which the said boxes re- 
mained a few days, and were then removed to the Store of Mr. 
Dulong in said city; that the said boxes were placed at the 
said Store of Mr. Dulong, as witness then believed for the pur- 
pose of placing a guard over them, at which latter place they 
also remained a short time; that;witnees saw.several persons 
removing said boxes from that place to the aforesaid dwelling 
of Mrs. Eberly; witness believes that the removal above spoken 
of took place a short time after they had been deposited at Mr. 
Dalong’s Store: Deponent further saith, that he did not see said 
boxes trom the time of the removal aforesaid until about the first 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four; that at 
the date last mentioned, the said boxes were then, and hdd pre- 
viously been, sealed with the seal of the county court of Travis 
county, over their joints; andsthat they were when he saw them 
at the date aforesaid, deposited in the second story of Mrs. Eber 

ly’s dwelling: witness further states that the boxes taken a 
Brushy ereek, and deposited at the different places aforesaid 

are the same boxes delivered to colonel Thomas W. Ward, com- 
missioner of the Genefal Land Office, on the 8th of January, 
one rane eight hundred and forty-lour. Witness further 
states, that he particularly noticed said boxes, and that from the 
time said boxes were taken on Brushy, to the time they were 
delivered to colonel Thomas W. Ward, commissioner of the 
General Land Office, on the 8th. of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four, he confidently believes from their 
general appearance, they had not been opened, ie 


REPUBLIC or Texas, 
P County of Travis,—ity of Austin. 

Colonel Thomas William Ward, commissioner of the Gener- 
al Land Office, being duly sworn on the tettu war of esanary, 
one thousand eight hundred and iorty-sout, by ihe committee 
appointed by a resolution, adopted by the kiouse.of Representa- 
tives on the Ist. instant, to examine into the ccnditicn of the 
records aud archives of the General Land Office. deposeth and 
saith: That in the month of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-two, the citizens of the city of Austin desired,the 
secretary of War, by resolutions passed at the public meeting 
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veld in said city, to declare the said city of Austin under mar- 
tial law, in consequence of an invasion of said-Republic by a 
Mexican Army, and that said deponent together with the other 
Heads óf Departments of the Government, packed up in a safe 
and secure manner, the archives-and records of their several 
Departments, and buried them under the ground, lest they might 
fall in the hands of the invaders and be distroyed, where they 
remained until intelligence was brought to said city of Austin, 
- of the retreat of the Mexican Army above spoken of, and in or 
about the time of this last mentioned occurrence, an order was 
received from the President, directing the archives above spo- 
ken of, to be removed toa place of greater safety, which could 
not be carried out in consequence of the hostility and opposition 
of the said citizens of Austin to such a movement. The boxes 
containing the records of the General Land Office, were buried 
nearly one week, and when taken up, they were repacked, and . 
a schedule of the contents of each box taken by deponent; that 
the boxes were repacked for the purpose of being removed, as 
they were unsafe-in the city of Austin, and to be protected from 
danger of being destroyed by the enemy, who it was expected 
mould make a sudden incursion ; ia which state they remained 
until December, of the same year, with the exception of the 
- boxes being occasionally opened for the purpose of airing their 
contents, and the boxes were always repacked according to the 
schedule first taken. In September of the same year, San An- 
tonio fell again into the hands of the enemy, which caused 
much alarm in the city of Austin, and broke up suddegly the 
District Court, which was then in session in said city, and the 
people of Austin at that time appeared to be desirous to assist in 
removing said records toa place of security, but when they were 
called upon to do so refused, unless the said records were placed 
unqualifiedly in their absolute possession and custody, with the 
permisgion to remove said records to any place they might think 
proper; allof which has been published in the correspondence 
that took place between the said citizens and the commissioner 
of the General Land Office ; and further that in the latter part 
of December of the same year, deponent received an order from 
the President, requiring him to send the archives of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to the city of Washiagton, with an escort of 
men under the command of Thomas I. Smith and Eli Chan- 
dler, which order was complied with; aud deponent at ‘the 
same time put the said Records in charge of two of the clerks 
of the General Land Office, whose names were Walter Winn 
and Nathaniel Mitchell, with instructions that they should at 
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all hazards take proper care of said records, and not interfere 
with the quarrels of thé people. An armed force compfsd of 
the citizens of Austin, proceeded immediately in pursuit ofsaid 


. wagons, which contained said records, and previous to their 


eS 


leaving, said force discharged a howitzer loaded with grapeshot 
against the Land Office, and the private dwelling of said depo- 
nert, with the cry of “blow the damned old office and house | 
into hell,” and many similar ejaculations. The next evening 
said force arrived in said city with the records, having taken 
them from the said clerks, and the escort sent for their protec- 
tion by the President, and positively refused to deliver them to 
the commissioner of the General Land Office, although repeat- 
edly requested so to do; and further that from the representa- 
tion of the Chief Justice of said county, I liad every reason to 
believe that the archives of the General Land Office, were re- 
moved from the city’of Austin, for the purpose of placing them 
out of the reach of the officers of the government, and I have 
reasons to believe, that afterwards they were again removed in 
another direction, forthe same purpose; and further, that in 
opening said boxes, their contents did not correspond with the 
schedule above spoken of; as the contents of some were found 
in others, which induces me further to believe that the said box- 
es had been opened when out of the possession of the eommis- 
sioner of the General Land Office; and further, that I remember 
that in the month of March or April, of the year one thousand 
eight hundred -and ‘forty-three, it was commonly reported that 
the associate Justices of the county court were called upon to 
seal the boxes containing said records, with the seal of the coun- 
ty court of Travis county. 

Interrogatory by the committee. 

Was the schedule taken at the time the boxes, containing, the 
records of the General Land-office, were packed—the same 
schedule delivered to the eommittee on the 9th January, one 


‘thousand eight hundred and forty-four ? 


Aunswer.- It was the same. 


= 


Republic of Texas, County of Travis, } 
City of Austin. \ 


Nathaniel Mitchell, being duly sworn, on the lith day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, by the 
committee appointed by a resolution of the House of Represent- 
atives, on the Ist instant, to examine into the condition of the 
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- Im latter part of January, ¢ or beginning of February, one, 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, deponent received the 
appcintment tof “Spanish Clerk,” to the General Land-office, dnd 
acted in that capacity, until tie Lith of April, one thousand 
eight nnndrol und torty-three: that some time in the beginning 
oj Sarea, opg forsa wee isnt Hundred and forty-three, the ar- 
chive. cf the Gencral tsnd-olfice were buried in boxes, for 
GYPOE SOC: ariy: ihat ¢ drponcnt was subsequently absent from 
seid affice, wail ŝi lay, ot the same ‘year; andgthag he was again 
absent from seid office, under furlough ‘from the: Commissioner 
of the General Laud-otiice, from the 7th of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two, until the month of September, of 
the same year: that, a his return to said office, in‘May, said 
archives had been taken up, from their places of deposite, and 
were in said offices and that there were, to the best of his recdl- 
lection, twelve boxes, in all; and were, unpacked, for the’ pur- 
pose of airing, and again placed in said boxes, and remained in 
that situation until the night of the 30th December, one thou- 
san l eight hundred and forty-two. From September; ‘one thou- 
sand eight Kundred and forty-two, deponent discharged his 
duty, as usnal, in said office, until the 11th of April, one thot- 
sand eight hundred and forty-three: that on the night of the’ 
30th December, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, the 
whole, or part of the boxes were closed, for the purpose of con- 
veying them to Washington; and were, on the morning of the 
30th ‘December, one thonsand eight hundred and forty-two, 
placed under the charge of Walter “Winn, assistant clerk in the - 
General Land-office, and deponent, with an escort, under the 
cominand of Major Thomas I. Siuith, and Captain Eli Chan- 
dier. Deponent proceeded to Brushy Creek, with said archives: 
that, from’ the latter place, said archives were brought back, by 
the citizens of the county of Travis, to the city of Austin, in ‘the 
same wagons they were first placed in, and deposited in‘ the 
dwelling “house of Mrs. Eber ly, on the evening of the 31st De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two., On the 
following morning, deponent saw the same boxes in said dwel- 
ling—at which place, said boxes remained a short time, but - 
were subsequently removed to a house in said city; known as 


the store-house of Mr. Dulong; at which latter place, they re- 


mained abont two weeks, and were again removed to the afore- 
said dwelling-house of @irs. Eberly, i in said city of Austin, De- 
ponent frequently saw the boxes, at the aforesaid dwelling-house 


records and archives of the General Land-office, deposeth ag - 
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of Mrs. Eberly, after-their last removal, irom the store-house,of 
Dilong; and thinks the seal of the county court, of Travis’ 
county, was placed over the joints thereof, some time in the’ 
month of April, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three ; 
ind the said boxes were, on the secord floor of the aforesaid 
iwelling-house. Deponent left the city of Austin, in the month 
of October, of the same year; and said boxes were, to all ap- 
pearance. in the same condition, as when taken by the citi- 
zeus of Travis county, at Brushy Creek. Deponent saw said 
boxes, several times, during ‘the time said boxes. were in the 
store-house of, Dulong; and were; to all appearance, in the 
same-conditioh, ag when taken at Brushy Creek. 

Question. From the appearance of the boxes, at the differ. - 
ent times you saw them, do you believe they were ever opehed — 
from the time they were taken possession of by the citizens of 
‘Travis county ? i 

Answer. Ido not believe they ever were opened. 

Question. Did you ever hear that the boxes had been opened 
—ffom whom, and when? 7. g 

Answer. Some tiine in the month of February. one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-three. Col. Ward informed me, 
that he (Col. Ward) had been told, that the boxes, containing the 
records of the General Land-office, had been opened by the citi- 
mous of the city of Austin, on the preceding night—on the fol- 
“Idwing moraing, I examined the boxes; and was of opinion, 
and do believe, that the boxes had not been opened. 

‘Question. Besides the eleven boxes which were under your 
charge were theré, or not, any other archives, records, or maps, 
belonging to the General Land-oflice, in said wagons’? 

Answer. If so, I do not remember to have seen them. 

Question, When the‘archives were removed from the Ge- 
neral Land-office, on the 30th December, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, were said archives inleven, or twelve 
boxes, ag, when buried? 

Answer. Eleven boxes, only, were removed on the 30th De- 
tember; gte thousand eight hundred and forty-two. ` ‘ 


% 


Rervetic or TEXAS.. | 
County of Travis—City of Austin. 
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Doctor Joseph W. Robertsony being duly sworn on the Lith 
December, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, by the 
édminittee appointed by A resolution of the House ef Repre-. 
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sentatives on the first instant, to examine into the condition of 
the Records and Archives of the General Land office, deposeth 
as follows: 

“That on the 30th day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty two, I saw the boxes containing the archives of 
the General Land office, Iput into wagons in front of the Gen- 
eral Land office in the city of Austin, by a party of armed men, 
who said that they had an order from the President to take 
them to Washington, and that it was their intention to do so 
and they drove off the wagons with the boxes in them. I did 
not know any of them, and did not speak to but@one of them, 
who was Capt! Chandler, as I was informed shortly afterwards, 
and who gave me the above information. And on the evening 
of the next day, a party compased of a part of the citizens of 
this place, and of this county, returned with the wagnos, and I 
assisted them in taking the boxes from the waggons, and depos- 
ited them in the dwelling honse of Mrs. Eberly of this city,and a 
guard placed over them for a few days, when they were taken 
from that place by a committee that was appointed by the citi- 
zens, at a public meeting, to take charge of them (myself being 
one of that committee) and deposited them in the store-house 
of Mr. Dulong, that being chosen as the best situated to defend 
them, if there should be another attempt to take them awaj by, 
force of arms. And the boxes remained there until we heard - 
from Washington, and learned that there would not be another 
attempt to take them by force, And as soon as we, received 
that information, we took them back to the ‘dwelling of Mrs, 
Eberly, where said boxes remained until they were delivered to 
the Commissioner of the General Land office, on the 8th Jan., 
one thousand eight hundred anid forty-four. And to the best o 
my knowledge and belief, there was not any of the boxes opened 
or any of the papers disturbed. And such a thing could not 
have taken place without my knowledge, as I carried the key 
of the Dulong’s house in my pocket during their stay there, and 
they were kept secure in the dwelling of Mrs. Ebery, from eve- 
ry person except the members of the committee, who were 
sworn not to interfere with them in any way, without the 
knowledge and consent of the whole committee. And they 
remained in that situation until the County Seal was put on 
them by -the Cotinty Court. : 

Question by the Committee, . 

_, Were the boxes delivered on the 8th January, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty four, to the Commissioner of 
the General Land office, the same boxes taken from the 
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wagons on the 31st December, one thousand eight htindred 
and forty-two, and deposited at Mrs. Eberly’s ?” 
-Answer.—They were the same, and in the same condition. 


if 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 
County of Travis—City of Austin. 


-~ 


A. B. McGill, being duly sworn on the 10th day of Jan 
uary, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, by the com” 
mittee appointed by a resolution of the House of Represen” 
tatives adopted on the first instant, to examine into the con» 
dition of the records and archives of the General Land office 
deposeth -as follows : 


“That deponent was appointed assistant clerk in the Gen 
eral Land office, about the middle of September, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-two, at that time and until the 
archives and records ef said office were moved on the morn- 
ing of 30th December, one thousand eight hundred and forty 
two, said records were in boxes, that the records principally 
were often taken out of the boxes for airing them and repack- 
ed by Deponent and other Clerks, that on one occasion, the 
contents of most of the boxes were taken out in searching a 
package of defaced promissory notes.” 


“That before closing said boxes, eleven in number, to the 
best of deponents belief on the morning of the 30th December, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, Record Books were 
taken out of some of the boxes and repacked by deponent 
and the clerks, Messrs. Winn and capt.’ Daniels. 

Question by the committee. 

Do you believe that some Books of these boxes, might have 
been put in a different box than the one mentioned in the 
Schedule ? 

` Answer—TI do think it possible for the schedule was not par- 

ticularly compared in packing up the boxes, on.the morning 
of the 30th December, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two. 

Question—When you packed the boxes on,the morning of 
December 30th, one thousand eight hdndred and forty-two, 
where was the Commissioner of the. General Land office. 

Answer—He was about the office, superintending generally, 


the preparations making for removal of the Archives, 
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. DOCUMENT “H.” 


Repvupric or Texas, 
. County of Washington. 


Walter Winn being duly sworn, by the committee appointed by 
a resolution adopted by the House of Representatives, on the ist. 
instant, to examine into the condition of the records and ar- 
chives of the General Land One: deposeth as follows; That. 
he, was employed as assistant clerk in the General Land Onlice, 
from the month of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
one, to the month of Tune, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-three; that he assisted in packing up the boxes containing 
the records and archives of the General Land Ofhce previous to’ 
their burial; and that subsequently. in the month of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, assisted by Mr. Sedieum, 
at that time, ‘draughtsman to the General Land Office, he re- 
packed the abovementioned records and archives in eleven box- 
es, taking a schedule of the same; that since that period the 
boxes had fr equently been opened for the purpose of reference 
or of airing their contents, whereby many of the records and 
archives have been changed to different boxes ; Ube: the time 
the Executive order for the removal of the archives to Wash- 
ington arrived at Austin, the boxes were nearly all open, and 
that in packing the records and archives for removal, on the 
morning of the 30th. or 31st. of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, no reference was had to the schedule, 
on t-e contrary, some records and archives and other articles 
were placed in any of the boxes that would contain them, with- 
out reference to said schedule. 


DOCUMENT “B” 


GENERAL Lanp OFrtes. 
Austin, January 8th., 1844, ; 
Messrs. F. W. Ogden and 
JIH Grammont, 
GENTLEMEN: — 

Your letter dafed, Austin, January 8th., 1844, accompa- | 
nied with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas, passed January 1st., 1844, authorizing a 
committee of three mernbers of that House, to examine into the 
condition of the archives of the Genéral Land Office, and rè- 
port the same to the House of Representatives, Was dul y x receiv- 
-ed this morning, 
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In reply to your yequest desiring me to. submit to you for 
sour examination, “all records and archives of the General 
Land Office, which may remain at this place,” I have the honor 
to inform you, that no records or archives of the General Land 
Office of the Republic of Texas, are now in my possession. . 

In answer to your requestdesiring me to furnish you with any 
“schedule of said archives, I may have,” you are informed that 
[havea schedule of the records, books, bundles of filed notes, 
letters, &c,, consisting of the.archives of this office, which 1 
will cheerfully submit to your inspection when I obtain posses- 
sion of such archives. i : 

‘For your further information, I deem it necessary to state, 
that E have been informed from various authentic sources, that 
the archives, records. &c., above .spoken-of are now in the pos- 
session and custody, of the citizens of this place, and further- 
more, that should I obtain possession of them, it will give me 
much pleasure.to aid and assist you in your contemplated ex- 
amination of the same. | 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS WM. WARD, 
Commissioner. 
Received, January 10, P. M. 


F. W. Osean, Chairman. 


DOCUMENT “C.” 
GENERAL Lanp OFFICE. Q.e 
; January 8th, 1844. ¢_ 


Messrs. F. W. Ogden and 
J. J. HE Grammont. 


GENTLEMEN !— i - 

I have-the honor to inform you that since I despatched an 
answer to the communication I received from you this morning, 
several of the citizens of Austin have placed in my possession, 
eleven boxes, which they informed me contain the archives of, 
the General Land Office of the Republic of Texas; and further, 
that the contents of the boxes above spoken of are now submit- 
ted to Your inspection, together with the schedule spoken of in ` 
your communication, Ihave however tó request you to ob- 
Serve that the contents, of each box arè noted in the schedule, 
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and desire that you will also observe whether or not the contents 
of the boxes submitted to your examination correspond with 
the list of each box designated in the schedule. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS W. WARD, 


Commissioner. 


CITY OF AUSTIN, 
January 18th, 1844. t 
We, the undersigned members of a committee appointed by 
a resolution of the House of Representatives on the 1st. instant, 
to examine into the condition o1 the record and archives of the 
General Land Office,—Certify, that the foregoing is a true copy 
of a communication delivered to us by Mr. O’Hara, clerk in the 
General Land Office, on the tenth instant, P. M.; and said letter 
had the following superscription, viz: “to Messrs. F. W. Ogden 
and J. J. H. Grammont, General Land Office, January 18th, 
1844. 
(Signed,) - F. W, OGDEN, 
J. J. H. GRAMMONT. 


> DOCUMENT “E.” 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Austin, January 8th, 1844. 


Messrs. F. W. Ogden, and 
J. J. H. Grammont. 


GENTLEMEN :— 
» I have the honor to inform you that since I dispatched an 
answer to the communication I received from you this morning, 
several of the citizens of Austin have placed in my possession 
eleven boxes, which they inform me contain the archives of the 
General Land Office of the Republic of Texas, and I have the 
honor further to communicate to you, that the contents of those 
boxes are now submitted to your inspection, together with the 
schedule spoken of in your communication of this morning. 
Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS W. WARD, 


Commissioner. 
Received on the 12th, January, P. M, 


F. W. Oepen, Chairman, 
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DOCUMENT “1.” 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, ? 
County of Travis. 


i, Thomas W. Ward, commissioner of the General Land 
Office of the Republic of Texas, do hereby state, that J. J. H. 
Grammont, took violently from my possession, a book constitu- 
ting a part of the records of the Generai Land Office of said 
Republic, and do further pray that a warrant may issue for the 
apprehension of said Grammont, and that a search warrant may 
also issue to search the premises or person of said Grammont, 
to find such record, lest the same should be lost to this Republic. 

{Signed, ] THOMAS W. WARD, 
Commissioner of the Gen. Land Office. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and date above 
written. _ 
. HIRAM B. HILL, J. P. T. ©. 


I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the affidavit 
of Colonel Thomas W, Ward, commissioner General of the 
Land Office. 


[Signed, | H. B. HILL, J. P. T. C. 
City of Austin, January 14th, 1844: l 


DOCUMENT “J.” 


REPUBLIC or TEXAS, 
County of Travis. 


I, Thomas-Wm. Ward, Commissioner of the General Land. 
otlice of said Republic, do hereby state, that F. W. Ogden aids 
and assists J. J. H. Grammont, in feloniously detaining from 
me, a record of the said General Land-office, that said Gram- 
mont, feloniously and violently, took from my possession; and 
further pray that a writ may issue, for the apprehension of said 
Ogden; and that a search warrant may issue, to search the 
person and premises of said Ogden. 

(Signed) THOMAS WM. WARD, 
Com. Gen’l Land-Office. 
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Sworn to, and subscribed, before me, an Acting Justice of the’ 
Peace in, and for, said county, this 13th January, A. D. 1844. 
H. B. HILL, J. P. T. 6. 


I hereby certify, that the above is a true copy of the affidavit 
of Col. Thomas W. Ward, Com. Gen’l Land-office. ` 
(Signed) H. B. HILL, J. P. T.C. 


City of Austin, January 14, 1844. 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the report of the committee, and 
accompanying documents, were laid upon the table for the pre- 
sent. ` . 

The Committee on the Judiciary, W. E. Jones, chairman, to 
whoin was referred an act to prohibit administrators, guardians, 
é&c., hireing out negroes, otherwise than by publie outcry, re- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommended its pass- 
age; also, 

"3o whom was referred a bill requiring sales, made by order 
of probate, to be made by the sheriff, reported the same back to 
the House, and recommended its rejection ; also, . 

To whom was referred a bill, to be entitled an act supple- 
mentary to an act, entitled an act to detect fraudulent land-cer- 
tificates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, 
approvea January 14th, 1840, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its rejection. 

Which reports were received, and bills laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the documents accompanying 
the report of the Commissioners, were taken up, and read; and, 

On motion, were laid upon the table, for the present. 

Mr. Rowlett offered the following resolution : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas, 'That the report of the committee appointed by this 
House, to examine the public archives belonging to the Land- 
office of said Republic, contains charges against Thomas Wm. 
Ward, of a criminal nature: wherefore, 

Be it further resolved, That the said Ward be furnished 
with a copy of said report immediately, or as soon as the clerks 
of this House can conveniently perform said duty. 

Read, and. adopted. 

Mr. Cazneau offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be, and they are 
hereby tendered to-the committee appointed by the House, con- 
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sisting of Messrs, Ogden and rarmmont, for their prompt and 

energetic compliance with the resolution of this Honse , requir- 
ing them to proceed to the eity of Austin, to examine ' and de- 
tiver to the Commissioner of the General Lantl-office the ar- 
chives of the nation, and for the able manner in which they 
have discharged, the duties imposed. by said resolution; and: 
that they shall be paid the same mileage in going to, and re- 
‘turning from, Austin, as members of Congress ; and ‘that the 
same be ordered to be paid out of the contingent fund of this 
House. 

Which was read, ‘and adopted. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That 250 copies of the report of the committee, to 
investigate the General Land-office papers, and accompanying 
documents, be printed, for-the use of this House. . 

Mr. Henderson offered the following amendment : 

“And that the same number of the annual report of the Sec- 
retary of War and Marine, made to the present Congress, be 
printed.” = , , 

Rejected. . 

Mr. Henderson offered the following amendment, viz: , 

“And that 150 copies of the annual ‘report of the Secretary of 
War and Navy be, also, printed.” 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 
Ayes—Miessrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis. Edwards, Head, Henderson, Jasper, Lewis, Means, Per- 

son, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—16. 

Noes——Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnson, Kendrick, ] Mave- 
rick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal Phillips, ‘Rabb and Ward— 
18. 

Lost, and amendment rejected. 

Question on the adoption of the resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus < 

Ayes—-Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, ‘Bourland, Caldwell, Caz- 
neau, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Dooin, Gage, Grammont, Green, 
Hagler, Henderson, January, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Ken- 
drick, Lewis, Maverick, Montgomery, Cgden, Paschal, Philips, 
Rabb and Ward—26. 

Noes—Messrs. Collins, Edwards, Head, Jasper, Means, Per- 
son, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—9. 

Carried, and. resolution adopted. 

A bill to provide the mode of jtaking interrogatories, when 
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witnesses are beyond the limits of the Republic, with amend 
ments of the Judiciary Committee. 

Amendment—add the following section: 

“Secrion 6. Be it further enacted, That the Governor of 
the State, in which the depositions are taken, or some Texian 
Consul, shall certify to the judicial character of the officer be- 
fore whom (with the two citizens) the said depositions are taken ; 
and this act shall take effect from and after its passage.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill was orderea to be engrossed, . 

.On motion of Mr. Lewis, the House adjourned until 10 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 


WASHINGTON, Tvrspay, 
i , January 23d, 1844. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. l 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names : l 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Dafnell, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hagler, Head Henderson, Janu- 
ary, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lott, 
Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips. Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward 

Quorum present. ; 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The Committee on Enyrossed Bills made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 


January 23d, 1844. 
Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined an act 
to prescribe the mode of settling the claims of creditors of the 
estates of deceased petsons, in certain cases; also, - $ 
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An act to amend an act, passed 8th January, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, respecting wreck-masters; 
A. joint resolution requiring the Auditor to settle certain ac- 
counts ; 
A joint resolution for the relief of José Casiano ; 
A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Capt. Robert 
Oliver, deceased ; 
A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Lemons; and 
A joint resolution regulating elections, and find the same cor- 
rectly engrossed. 
WM. u. BOURLAND, 
l One of the Committee. 
Which report was adopted. 


The select committee, James W. Henderson, chairman, to 
whom was refefred the petition of Messrs. Cruger & Moore, re- 
ported the same back to the House, with a joint resolution for 
their relief. 

Which was read a first time i 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and 
the joint resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Green, offered the following amendment: “ten days from 
and after the passage of this act.” 

Adopted, 

Mr. Darnell offered an amendment. 

Mr. Green moved to re-consider the vote, adopting his amend- 
ment. 

Carried, and vote re-considered. 

Mr. Green withdrew his amendment. 

Question on Mr. Darnell’s amendment, viz: 

“Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State shall 
require such a bond, as is usually taken for public printing.” 

Mr. Green offered the following amendment to Mr. Darnell’s 
amendment. 

“Provided the conditions of said bond do not conflict with 
the proposals submitted, by said’ Cruger & Moore, to 8th Con- 
gress.” Adopted. ; 

Question on Mr. Darnell’s amendment, as amended. 

Carried, and amendment adopted. l 

Mr. Henderson offered the following amendment : 

Add “forthwith”—to come in after “public printers to Sth 
Congress.” : ; 

Mr. Darnell offered the following amendment to Mr. Hender- 
son’s amendment; “or as seon as practicable.” Adopted. . 


5 304- 


Question on Mr. Henderson’s amendment as amended. 

Carried, and amendment adopted. 

Gn motion of Mr. Green, the rule was n ike bili 
read a third time and passed. 

The select committee, A. H. Philips, one of said committee 
to whom was referred a bill to amend an act regulating fees 
of ofie 

koodi the same back to the House, and that said commit. 
tee are divided in their opinion, and beg leave to be discharg- 
ed from a further consideration of the same; which report was 
Sica and bill laid upon the table, to come up among the or- 

ers of the day. 

Ehe select committee A. H. Philips one of said committee, 
to whom was referred a biil in relation to the reshipment of 
merchandize coastwise subject to duty. 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
rejection; which report was. received and bill laid upon the 
table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee G. B, Erath. chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill to produce more uniformity ‘and system in the 
General Laud office; 

Reported the same back to the- House with an amendment, 
and recommended its passage; which report was received, and 
bill laid upon the table, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

The select committee James H. Johnston, chairman, to whom 
was referred a joint resolution for the relief of Holland Coffee; 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage ; which report was received and bill laid upon the table 
to come up among the orders_of the day. 

Mr. Stamps, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled: “An 
act declaratory of the several acts in relation to the Seat of 
Government of the Republic of Texas, from the or ganization of 
the General Constitution in the year one thousand. eight hun- 
dred and thirty five, to the present period, and to provide for 
the permanent location of the same at the town of Washington.’ 

Which was read a first time: 

The committee on claims and accounts, A. H, Philips, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of Henry W. Smyth; 
reported the same back to the House with a joint resolution for 
his relief, and recommend its passage ; which joint resolution 
- was read a first time. 

On motion o Mr. Philips, the rule was ee and the re- 
solution read a second time, l 3 
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Mr. Philips, moved to insert “M” in place of “W” in the. 
mame of Mr. Smyth. . 

Carried and amendment made. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Philips, the rule was further suspended, 
and the resolution read a third time and passed- . 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Jones of Galveston, a joint resolution for 
the reliefof A. B. Shelby, was taken up on its 2nd reading and 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Galveston, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr, Jones of Galveston, the rule was suspended 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled: “An act to provide for the carrying of 
the public mails for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-four, and establishing the rates of postage, from the Sen- 
ate with amendments, viz. ` 

In Ath section, strike out in 3d line “less than eighty miles,” 
and insert “less than one hundred miles.” l 

In 4th line, same section, strike out “eighty miles and less 
than one hundred and fifty” “18 and 3-4 cents,” 

In 5th line, same section, strike out “ole hundred and fifty 
miles” and insert “one hundred miles.” ” 

In tenth line, same section, strike ont “letters lodged for de- 
livery 6 1-4 cents,” also, after the words “cents” and before the 
word “the” in Lith line of same section, insert these words :— 
“or newspapers conveyed one hundred miles and under, one 
cent; over one hundred miles, two ceits, and on foreign 
newspapers, one cent in addition to the foregoing rates; on 
books and pamphlets per sheet, the same as newspapers.” 

In same section last line, strike out the words “under oath.” 

Insert this additional section : 

“Be it further enacted, That there may be an Agent ap- 
pointed in New Orleans, whose duty it shall be to assort and 
forward all letters, keep a ma:l bag in his office, and shall re- 
ceive compensation for all trouble and expense to the amount 
of one hundred and fifty dollars.” 

Amendment concurred in. 

A joint reselution requiring the Auditor to settle certain ac- 
counts, with an amendment by the Senate. 

Amendment :— l 

00 l 


7. 
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Src, 2. “Be it further resolved, That this joint resolution, 
shall take effect from and after its passage.” 

Concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled: “An act creating a District Court in the 
town of Fort Houston, in the county of Houston, with amend- 
ments by the Senate. , ; 

Amendments :— , l 

In first section 6th line, strike out the word “boundary” and 
insert “division.” In the seventh line from top, strike out 
the word “West” and insert “North.” 

In the eleventh line from top, after the word “river” insert 
“so as to make a straight line from the T'rinity to the Neches 
river.” -o 

[n second section 3d line from top, strike out the word 
“boundary” and insert “division.” 

dn 3d section, second line from top, strike out the word “of” 
and insert the word “at.” » 

Amendments concurred in. 

A bill to alter and amend the duties on imposts, with amend- 
ments from the Senate. 

Mr. Paschal, moved to lay the bill and amendments on the 
table, until Thursday ten o’clock, a.m. Lost. 

Lost. 

Mr. Caldwell, moved to lay the bill and amendments upon 
the table until to-morrow ten o’clock, a.m. Lost, i 

Mr. Henderson, moved to lay the bill and amendments upon 
the table until 3 o’clock, to-morrow. 

Carried, and bill and amendments laid upon the table antil 3 
o’clock, P. M. 

An act regulating elections; was read a 3d time and passed. 

An act to prescribe the mode of settling the claims of eredi- 
tors of the estates of deceased persons in certain cases: 

Was read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Josè Caslano. 

Was read a third time, and passed. 

An act to amend an act concerning the appointment of wreck 
masters. 

Was read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief ot the heirs of Capt. Robert 
Oliver, deceased. . 

Was read a third time, and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Lemons, his heirs 
and assigns. 

Was read a third time, and passed. 
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Aj ‘oint resolution for the relief of League, Andrews & Co. 

Was read a first timé, and passed. 

A bill prescribing the mode of proceeding’ against delinquent 
holders and collectors of public monies. 

Was read a first time, , i 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended, bill read 
asecond time, and referred to ‘the committee on the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution providing for an amendment of the Consti- 
tution and for the establishment of a separate Supreme Court. 

Which was read a first time. 

A bill for the more prompt collection of License Taxes. 

Which was read a first time. 
i An act making an appropriation to pay in part the officers of 
the Navy. 

Was read a first time. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, T an act allowing District At- 
torney’s ten per cent. upon all monies collected by ‘them on Go- 
vernment liabilities. 

Was read a first timex 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was suspended, the bill read 
a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion, the rule was further suspended, the bill read a 3d 
time and passed, 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following Re- 
port :— 


~ 


Committee Room, Jan. 23d, 1844. 


To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The corammittee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a joint 
resolution for the relief of Grager & Moore, and find the same 


correctly engrossed. 
M. WARD, jr. 


one of the committee. 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourtied until 3 o% 
clock, P. m: 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P, W 


The House met—roll called—quorum presert. 

A. bill to alter and amend the duties on imposts, with the 
amendments fromthe Senate, the special order of the day at 3: 
o’clock, 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the bill was laid upon the ta- 
ble fur half an hour. 

Mr. Henderson moved the re-consideration taken yesterday 
on Mr. Caldwell’s resolution to print 250 copies of the Report 
of the committee to examine the Land-office papers, and. ac- 
compapying documents. 

Mr. Philips, moved to lay Mr. Henderson’s motion upon 
the table. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus: ~- 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Caldwell, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, 
January, Johnson, Joves of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Mont- 
gomery, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps and Ward—T6. 

Noes— Messrs, Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Green, Head, Hender. 
son, Jasper, Johnston, Lewis, Lott, Means, Person, Ogden, Row- 
lett and Truit—22. ; 

Motion lost. 

Question on the re-consideration. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus, viz: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath. Gage, Head, Henderson, 
Jasper, Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, 
Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit 
and Ward—2s. í 

Noes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Green, Hagler, January, 
Johnson, Maverick, Montzomery and Philips—9, 

Carried, and vote re considered. 

Mr. Joues, of Gonzales, offered the following resolution,.as a 
substitute for Mr. Caldwell’s resolution : 

“Resoived, That the report of Messrs. Ogden and Gram- 
mont, a committee of this House, in relation to the archives of 
the General Land--ffice, at the city of Austin, together with the 
accompanying documents, be referred to a select committee, 
with instractions to report to this House, how much, and what 
portions of those documents are proper to be published, by or- - 
der of the House of Representatives.” 

Adepted. 
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Whereupon, the following committee were appointed! Messrg 
fones of Gonzales, Davis and Ward. - 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
ilouse, of the passage of the following bills, to wit : 

- An act authorizing the Secretary of War and Marine, to con 3 
tract for keeping the navy in ordinary. 

Au act, amendatory of an act fo provide for the establisnment 
of peace. and to regulate friendly intercourse with the Indians, 
approved January 7th, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
three. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John Gregg. 

A bill, for the relief of Caroline Johnson. 

An act, supplementary to an act concerning rents, with 
amendments. ` 

An act, authorizing an association of physicians ; oe 

A message, transmitting a document marked + Secret. os 

On motion, the House ‘went into secret session. 

On motion, the doors were again opened. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, Wm. E. Jones, chair- 
man, to whom was referred a bill concerning tue release of Tex- 
ian prisoners, in Mexico, report the same back to the House, for 
its consideration. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, to whom was referred a message from His Eweellency, 
the President, with accompanying documents, relative to Tex- 
lan prisoners in Mexico ; also, 

A message, and accompanying documents, in relation to the 
late expedition under the command of Col. J. Snively, report 
that it is unnecesary to take any legislative action upon either 
of the subjects referred to; and they, therefore, ask to be dis- 
charged from a further consideration of said documents. 

Which report was adopted. 


THE SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 


A bill to alter and fix the duties ou imposts, was taken up, 

with amendments by the Senate. 
od amendment—strike out seetions second, third, fourth, and: 

fifth 

Mr. Darnell offered the following amendment, to the amend~ 
ment of the Senate: 

Strike ont section second. 

Rejected. 
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oni aie, 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Alessrs. Barnard. “Cazneat, Doon, Grammont, Green, 
Henderso: 2, January, Jasper, Johnson, Joues of Gonzales, Kén- 
drick, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Philips, Rabb “and 
Rowlet— i7. 

Noos— Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Edwards, ‘rath, Gage, Hagler, Head, Johnston, 
, Lewis, Lott, Means, Ogden, Person, Stamps, Trait and Ward— 
al. 

Lost, and the House refused to concur. 

Second amendment—In Sth section, 2d line, after the word 

« Books,” insert “shall be free, and.” 

On motion, the amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment—In same section, after the word “kind,” 
in second line, insert “the property of emigrants, and also. ” 

Concurred in. 

Fourth amendment—additional. 

“Snerion 4, Be it further enacted, That there shall be le- 
vied, and coliected, a duty of twenty per cent., on, all shingles 
and lamer.” 

On motion, the amendment was rejected. 

_ ir. Jones, of Gonzales, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal 
the 9th section of an act supplementary to an act, entitled an 

act to raise a public revenue by impost duties, approved 5th 

Februar y, one thousand eight hundred and forty—approved 
27ta January, one thousand ‘eight hundred and forty-two. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
Houses of Congress will adjourn, sine die, on Monday, the 5th 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four. 

Which was read and, laid on the table one day, for conside- 
ration. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill to define the boundary line between the counties of Wash- 
- ington and Austin, was taken up on its second reading, from 
the select committee, with amendments. 

Amendment—strike out “ineluding,” and insert “so as to in» 
clude.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the bill. was ordered to be, en- 
grossed: 5 l 


oll 


On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the rule was suspended, ned bii il 
read a third time ahd pas seed. 

On motion of Mr. treen, the rule was suspended anda bill 
for the relief of John Trussell, was taken up ou its second read- 
ing, and 

‘On motion of Mr. Green, was ordered to be engrossed. v 

On motion of Mr. Green, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third time aud passed. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the rule was suspended, and an act - 
to change in part the times of holding the District Court. n the 
fifth, sixth and seventh Judicial Districts, from the committee 
on the Judiciary, on its second reading with amendments; 

Ist. Amendment. Strike out the word ‘sixth,’ in the cap- 
tion. Adopted. 5 

2d. Amendment. Strike out all in the caption, after the 
- words “Judicial District.” in the 2d line. Adopted. l 

3d. Amendiment. In 4th line of Ist section, strike out the 
word “2d,” and insert “Lst.” Adopted. 

Ath. Amendment. In the sixth line, after the word “weeks,” 
insert “in the county 6f Jasper‘on the second Mondays in March 
and September, and may continue their sessions one week.” 

Adopted. 

5th. Amendment. Strike ont section third. Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the bill was referred to a select 
committee; 

Whereu' pon the following committee were appointed, Messrs, 
Lott, Darnell, Jasper, Ward and Means. 

On motion of Mr. . Paschal, the rule was staan and a 
bill for the relief of persons who have farnished supplies for the 
public service, was taken -up on its second reading with amend- 
ments. 

ist. Amendment. In section 2d. strike out all after “one thou~ 
sand eight hundred and forty-three.” Adopted, 

» 2d. Amendment. ‘Strike ont all of section third, after the 
word “enacted” and insert “that this aet take effect from and 
after ifs passage.” 

(oe Green moved to adjourn until to-morrow, ten o’clock, 

ost. 

On motion of Mr. Head, a call of the House was had, 

On motion, of Mr. Green the call was suspended. 

Ti motion of Mr. Paschal the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 


ae 
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An act to repeal all laws which authorize the sectionizing and 
selling the lands formerly occupied by the Cherokee Indians. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal certain Loan Laws. 

An act to continue in force an act for the relief of the pur- 
chasers of lost 11 tne city of Austin. 

An act supplementary to an act to locate a toad from Wash- 
ington to Sabine River. 

“A bill to be entitled an act to Jegitimate John Hodges, and de- 
clare him capable of inheriting as s lawful heir of James Hodges, 
senior. 

A bill to incorporate Hermans University, with amendments. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the fees of County 
Clerks, in certain cases, with amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning ten o’clock. 


WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, 


January 24th, 1844. 


"The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, ‘Head, Henderson, Hoge, 
Johnston, Johnson, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, 
Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps, T ruit and 
d 

A quorum present. 

T'he journals ofthe preceding day were read and adopted. 

A message was received from the President, through his pri- 
yate secretary, Mr. W. D. Miller. 

The committee on claims and accounts, A. H. Phillips one 
of said committee, to whom was referrrd a pill for the relief of 
Jesusa Cantee, reported the same back to the house, with a sub- 
stitute, and recommended its passage; 

Which report was received and bill laid upon the table ta 
come up among the orders of the day, 


f 
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The committee on entolled bills made the following report: 

. January, 24th 1844. 
Hon. R. Scurry, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined, and feund 
correctly enrolled, the following bills and resolutions, to wit: 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to organize the Mili- 
tia in the counties of Robertson and Brazos, approved January 
16th, 1842. 

An.act for the relief of Robert Pace, 

A act supplementary to an act regulating the sale of runa- 
way slaves, approved 5th January, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Geo, T. Holeman. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Jonathan Bird. . 

A joint resolution for the relief of Richard West, deputy 
collector at port La Baca. 

A joint resolution for the relief.of colonel J. ©. Neill, 

An act for the relief of Wm, G. Cooke, late acting Quarter- 
Master General. K 

An act authorizing John C. Hays to raise a company of moun- 
ted Gun-Men, to act as Rangers on the western and south-wes- 
tern frontier; and 

An act for the relief of Caroline Johnson. 

The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Represetatives and the President of the Senate, were on yes- 
terday the 23d instant, presented to his Excellency to President 


for his approval. ‘ 
S. A. MAVERICK, 


Chairman. 


~i 
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Which report was adopted. , , 

The select committee John M. Lewis chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill for the appointment of Patrols, reported the same 
back to the House with amendments, and recommend its pas- 
sage, which report was received and bill laid upon the: table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee James H. Barnard chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize t::e county of Fort Bendto levy 
a tax for special purposes, reported the same back to the House 
with an amendment, and recommend ils passage, 

Which report was received, and bill -laid npon the table, to` 
come up among the orders oi the day. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the message from the President 
was taken-up and read, and was as follows, viz: 

PP 
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ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, | 
Washington, Jan. 22d, 1844. 


To the Honorabt:, 


| The Senate and House of Representatives : 


For reasons satisfactory to the Executive, and such as he 
thinks will be approved by the citizens generally of the repub. 
lic, he deems it his duty to lay before the Honorable Congress 
his views and recommendations touching a matter which has 
hitherto produced considerable interest and excitement. 

Alaw was passed on the first of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty, authorizing the sectionizing and sale 
of ‘the district of territory, commouly denominated the Che- 
roxee Country. No appropr iation however, was made at the 
time for the completion of this design, and all subsequent efforts 
for this purpose have failed of success. 

Atthe commencement of the present administration - the Ex- 
ecutive recommended the placing of the said lands in sucha 
situation as would make the proceeds thereof a guaranty for the 
redemption of the currency then created. But Congress has 
thought proper not to take the requisite action for this object, 
and tie lands have consequentiy remained unavailable up to the 
present time, Itistrue, tnat an act was passed on the 234d, 
Jnly, one thousand eight hundred and forty- oe authorizing 
the survey and sale under certain restrictions af fonr hundred 
thousand acres. But the President having no available means 
at his command, has been unable to carry out the provisions of 
both these acts. 

When the law of one thonsand eight hundred and forty, was 
passed, the country in question had “but few, if any inhabitants 
within its limits, since that time it has becn organized into a 
County, and now contains several hundred ocenpant families. 

At the time this subject was first trougtit to the attention of 
Congress, there appeared to be no impedimentto the executicn 


of the law. and the friends of the measure confidently believed ` 


at that time that the o arising from sales, would amount 
to many millions, and be sufficient to pay off the national debt 
then existing. After that time the national liabilities increased 
rapidly; ‘The pecuniary pressure also in the United States, as 
well as Texas, became greater, and our lands depreciated in var 
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ltie, and no action being taken to carry out the law, persons 
emigrated and settled within the reserved territory. This emi- 
gration and settlement continued to increase with each succes- 
sive year ; so that at the period the last law was passed in re- 
ference to it, even had there been within the control of the Ex- 
ecutive, the pecuniary means for surveying it, he-was fully as- 
sured; a military force would be necessary to give protection to 
the Surveyors. To have done this, would have reqnired means 
for the support of the troops while in the field ; and to have 
surpressed the insurrection, would have required laws which 
did not exist. 

Now since the population has increased to respectability in 
numbers, and the people may think they have a right to the 
. soil by occupancy, it appears to the Executive, that the circum- 
stances and reasons which originally indueed the enactments 
of Congress referred to connected with the’ difficulties and em- 
barrassments which have arrisen since that time, have multipli- 
ed, the obstacles to the realization of the hopes which’ the 
government, at one period, entert: ined of rendering the sale of 
these lands a source ef revenue and advantage to the Republic. 

Were an attempt now made to survey them, and even prove 
successful, hindranees would, nevertheless, still exist, to theirs 
advantageous disposition, by sale. Individuals would now con- . 
‘tend for the rights acquired by occupancy, and locations made 
prior to any action of the Congress. And were the lands now 
exposed to sale, and personal resistance not made, rights would 
still be asserted by occupants, and those claiming under loca- 
tions, which would have astrong tendency to greatly depreciate 
their value—if, indeed, they should sell atail. Purchasers would 
not desire to be involved in litigation, or to become members of a 
community distracted by schisins, aristhg trom adverse preten- 
tions to title. l l . 

But the locality of that section of the country, its fertility, its 
convenience, the salubrity of its climate, and the excellence of 
its water, will, as it has already, toa great’extent, furnish induce- 
ments to. its immediate settlement, if no longer embarrassed by 
the existing laws. 

From the character of the Jands, they would furnish homes 
for several thousand famities; and the territory lying, as it does, 
between the Neches aud Sabine rivers, and extending to the 
Cross Timbers, would almost, at once, be inhabited by an en- 
terprizing, efficient, and thrifty population. Emigrants from 
the western frontiers of the United States, would soon ascertain 
its true condition, the character of its productions, and its, many 
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desirable qualities; and emigrate, with capital to enable theny 
to acquire and improve it. It would, also, give to that section - 
of the frontier, a population which, whenever required, would 
afford to it the most ready and efficient protection. 

Circumstances have changed so materially, since the enact- 
ments of the first law on this subject, that there appears to re- 
main no sufiitent reasons any longer, for eontinuing the har- 
rassing question before the nation. At that day, there were few 
obstacies io an advantageous disposition of those lands; and 
our pecumlary condilion, then required assistance, and onr cur- 
rency, giiarauices lor its redemption. The payment of our na- 
tional Habiities bas been postponed for the present, and without 
the additional pledge of the proceeds of those lands, for the re- 
demption of our issues, the currency has been raised to par. 

Were this subject to remain longer indisposed of, no probable 
advantage, in the opinion of the Executive, would accrue to 
the country. Onr interests are already too much diversified, to 
desire eitner the increase or continuance of such diveisity ; and 
that it would create an influence, at no distant day, upon the 
legislation of the country, there can be no donbt. For the ad- 
vancemeut of local and sectional interests, we often find combi- 
nations formed in legislative bodies; and the experience of other 
countries, teaches us that it is better to reliuquish the hopes of 
doubtful gain, than subject the country to injurious influences, 
which only acquire strength frony the lapse of time, and pro- 
duce results in legislation, adverse to the general interest.— 
Where legislative bodies are composed of but few members, as 
ours are, a small sectional interest can be so managed, as to inm 
duce and determine legislative action, on matters affecting the 
interests of the whole nation, to a most pernicious extent. 

The Executive trusts, that he has not misapprehended the 
true influence and importance of this subject, nor failed: to esti- 
mate the general advantages which may result from the course 
he now recommends: he, therefore, has no hesitation in recom- 
mending, as he does, to the honorable Congress, the entire re- 
peal of all laws on the subject of the Cherokee lands, so that, 
that territory may be left in the same situation in which it was, 
previous to any legislation in relation to it. 

SAM HOUSTON, 


On motion of Mr. Henderson thé message of the President 
was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Hogg moved to print five hundred copies of the message. 
{ On motion of Mr. Gage a call of the House was ordered. 
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On motion of Mr. Person; Mr. Jones of Galveston, was eX: 
cused. 

On motion, Messrs. Haglet and cee were excused. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the call was suspeuded. 

On motion of Mr. Caznci ‘au, a committee was appointed to 
waif upon the absentees and take ti icir votes; 

Whereupon, the following committee was appointed, Messrs. 
Cazneau, Bourland and Lott. 

On motion the committee were given permission to retire and 
proceed to discharge their duty. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the House had a recess for fif- 
teen minutes. 

‘The recess having expired, the House proceeded to business: 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of an act fur the protection ‘of the South-western 
Frontier; also, 

An act to incorporate thé Texas Land and Emigrating Goi 
pany. 

Question on the printiùg five hundred copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message. _ 

Mr. Phillips offered the following amendment to Mr. Hoge’s 
motion. 

“Also, that the same printer be required at the public expense 
to print five hundred copies of a counter message of his Excel- 
lency the President, in case he shall change his opinion on fin- 
ding himself in tie minority on the subject now under discus- 
sion. ý 

The ayes and noes being called for on its adoption stood 
thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caidwell, Cazneau, Gage. Green, 
Grammont, Johnston, Johnson, Kendrick; Maverick, Monigom- 
eryy Paschal, Philips and Ward—14. 


Noes——Massrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell; 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath; Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, 
Jones of Gonzales, Lott, Mans, Ogden, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps and Troit—23. 


Lost, and amendment rejected. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, offered the following resolution as a 
substitute to Mr. Hogg’s ‘motion: - 

Resolved, that tlie committee orn Publie Lauds, to whom was 
referred ‘the message of his Excellency the President, in relation 
to the repeal-of all laws authorizing the sale of the Cherokee 
Lands, be instructed to teport to’ this House, whether or not the 
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public interest requires the publication of said message by order 
of this House. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon; stood. as follows, 
to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneati, Gage, Gram. 
mont, Green, Jannary, Jasper, Johuston, Johnson, Jones of Gon- 
Zales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, € Ogden, Paschal, Per- 
son, Philli ips, Rabb and Ward—2U. 

_ Noes-— Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Daviz, Doom, Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lewis, Lott, 
Means, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—17: 

Substitute adopted, 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment to the Seaoluican 
of Mr. Jones of Gonzales. 

Be it further resolved, That the bill termed the Cherokee 
Bill, introduced by the member from Rusk, with tae amendment 
proposed by the member from Nacogdoches, be published with 
the President’s Message, in the eventof its publication, — 

Mr. Green offered the following amendment to Mr. Davi's 
amendment, “also President Houstou’s frequent declarations, 
that ‘the Bowl was a better and braver man nan those’ wlio 
sought his blood.’ ” 

Mr. Edwards moved: the previous question: 

Which motion was put and carried. 

Main question; 

The adoption of the resolution of Mr. Pie of Gonzales, was 
put and carried, and the resolution adopted. 

A message was received trom the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of a joint resolution for the telief of Criger & 
Moore, with amendments by the Senate. 

A resolution to adjourn sine die on the 5th February, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-four, was taken up on its a 
doption. 

Mr. Green moved to strike out “Sth,” and insert “9th.” 

A division of the question was called for; 

Question on striking out “5th.” - Lost: 

Question on the adoption of the resolution was put, and the 
resolution adopted. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, offered the following resolution; 

Resolved, That his Excellency the President be requested . 
to inform this House, whether or not any portion of the territory 
known as the Cherokee Lands, have been disposéd of or sold 
_by his Excellency, or by any agent of this government: also to 
inform this House, whether or not any agents have been em- 
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ployed to effect a sale of any of said lands, and if a0, who said 
agents are, and whether or not they are stillin the employ of 
the government for that purpose, with authority to sell any pof- 
tion of said lands;” 
Which was read and laid on the table one day for consider- 
ation. l 7 

The select committee, Elisha E Lott, chairman, to whom 
was referred an act to change in part the times of holding the 
District Courts in the fitth and seventh Judicial Districts, repor- 
ted the same back to the House, and recommended its passage; 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M, 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, —roll called; quorum present. 

Mr. Kendrick moved to suspend the rule, and to take up all 
bills on their Lst readings, that they may be read. Carried. 

À joint resolution for the relief of A. C. Davidson, was taken 
up on its 2d reading. 

Mr Bourland offered the following amendment. 

Aiter the words “in payment of,” strike out all the balance of 
the section, and insert “dnties on imposts, and it is hereby made 
the duty of the collector of customs for the district including the 
county of Harrison to pay off said andited draft out of any mo- 
nies by him collected from the citizens of said Harrison county. 

Section 2d. Be it further enacted, That this act take effect 
from and after its passage. r 

Mr. Darnell offered the following amendment to Mr. Bour- 
Jland’s amendment, “or in Red River district.” Rejected. 

Question on Mr. Bourlands amendment; lost and amendment 
rejected. 

Mr. Bourland moved a call of the House. Lost. 

On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On metion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a 3d time and passed. a 

An act ameudatory to an act concerning divorce and alimony, 
was read a second time, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Rose Mahoney and Mary Healey, was 
read a 2d time; and ` 
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On motion of Mr. Phillips, ordered to be engrossed, 


Oa motion of Mr. Phillips, the rule was suspended, bill read . 
a 3d time and passed. 


A joint resolution for the removal of the archives, was read 
a second time. 

Nir. Phillips moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr Cazueau moved its referenee to the committee on the 
state of the Republic. 

On motion of Mr Caldwell a call of the House was ordered, 

On motion of Mr. Kendric, the call was suspended, 

On motion of, Mr Kendrick the bill was laid upon the table 
until 3 o’clock, to-morrow. 

A joint res olution for the relief of Thomos William Ward; 
was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Philips, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a third time and passed. 

A bill to extend a donation of land to those who fell in the 
battle of San Jacinto. 

Was read asecond time. 

Mr. Erath, oflered the following amendment : 

After «fell in the battle of San Jacinto” insert “and two 
leagues to those who were left alive” 

Oa motion, the bill was referred to the committee on .Public 
Lands. 

An act to attach certain territory therein named to Rusk 
County, for Judicial and other purposes. 

Was read à second time. 

Mr. Gage, moved its referrence to the committee on County 
Boundories. 

Lost. 

Mr. Hogg, moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, a call of the House was had. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Hagler was excused. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, Mr. Jones sof Galve ston, was €x- 
cused. 

Mr. Hogg moved a suspension of the call. 

Lost. 

The Sergeant-at-arms having returned with Mr. Cazneau, 
and there being no other members absent, a further call was 
suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, the bill was laid upon lhe table. 


An act for the relief of William Bryan, and others, om its Baa 
reading. 
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Mr. Philips offered a substitute ‘for the bill; which was 
adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Philips, the blank was filled with “29th of 
December, one thousand eight- hundred and forty one?” ~ 


Mr, Philips, moved the suspension of the rule to place the 
bill on its 3d reading. | 
On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. Henderson, moved the suspension of the rule to take up 
- a joint resolution for the relief of Cruger & Moore. 
4 Lost. - 
4 A joint resolution for the relief of J. "T. K. Lothrop, 3 

Was read a second time. . 

Mr. Philips; moved to strike out all of the proviso in the bili. 

Mr. Jasper, moved its reference to a select committee. 

On motion of Mr, Davis, the bill was laid on the table until 
to-morrow 11 o’clock, a. m. 

An act to incorporate the Methodist College ; was read a 2nd 
time and refered to the Committee on Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act to incorporate the 
Matagorda Caney Navigation Company; was read a second 
time, and 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called for on its passage, stood as 
follows, : - 

Ayes——Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell C ol- 
lins, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Henderson, January, Jasper, 
Johnston, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, 
Person, Philips, Rabb and Ward—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Green, Head, Montgomery, Pas- 
chal and Stamps—6. 

Carried, and bill passed. : 

An act authorizing the appointment of additional Notaries 
Public in the Counties of Montgomery and Liberty, 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Doom, offered the following amendment : 

- “Also one additional Notary Public in the County of Jefferson, 
also. two additional Notaries Public, in the County of Jasper ; 
also, one additional Notary Public in the County of Harrison.” 

‘Which was adopted. 

a motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed. 
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Ən motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was further paapeuded, the 
bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled: “An act requiring the Auditor to au- 
dit the accounts of the heirs of Erastus Smith ;” was read a 2nd 
time, and i 

On motion of Mr. Paschal, was ordered tò be engrossed: 

On motion of Mr. Maverick, the rule was stispended, the bil] 
read a third time and passed. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills Wm. H. Bourland one of 
said committee, reported having examined an act allowing Dis- 
trict Attorneys ten per cent. on all moniés collected by them on 
Government liabilities ;- also, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smyth; and 
find the same correctly engrossed ; which report was acopted, 

A bill requiring the Auditor and Comptroller to audit the 
claims of Mrs, Sarah A. Cooke, wife of the late James R., Cooke; 
was read a second time. 

Mr. Henderson, moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Lost, 

Mr. Henderson, offered the following -amendment : 

“Be it further enacted, That each and every officer and 
private connected with the campaign to the Rio Grande, in the 
winter of one thousand eight hundred and forty two, under the 
command of Brigadier General A. Somerville, be entitled to the 
pay allowed by law, and that the Auditor be required to audit 
their discharges for such service, and thata sufficient amount 
of money be, and the same is hereby appropriated to pay all 
such officers and privates.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. Collins, moved the engrossment ot the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon stood as follows, 
viz: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Edwards, Gage, Green, January, Johnston, 
Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Phil- 
lips, Rabb, Stamps, Trait and Ward—23. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Doom, Erath, Grammont, 
Head, Hendersonu, Jasper, Johnson, Means, Ogden, and Per- 

son—12. 

Carried and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion the rule was suspended, bill read a third time. 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon stood as follows, 
to wit : 
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Ayes—Messrs: Bourland, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Edwards, Gage; ` “Green, January, Johnston, Kendrick, 
Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, 
Stamps and. War 4—22, 

Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, ‘Erath, Gram- 
mont, Head, Henderson, Jasper, Johnson, Means, Ogden, and 
Person—12, 

Carried and the bill passed. 

The committee on engrossed bills, Wm. H. Bourland one of, 
said committee, reported having examined an act for the relief 
of John Trussell ; also 

A joint resolution for the relief of A. B. Shelby, and find 
the same correctly engrossed. 

Which report was adopted, 

A joint resolution fot the relief of certain disabled seamen and 
laidsmen ; was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Collins, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Philips, the rule was suspended, the bill 
tead a third time and passed. 

An act to amend an-act entitled: “An act to raise a public 
revenue by direct taxation ;” was read a second time, and re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

An act to establish the Sulpher Fork Coupan: sa was 
read a second time, and 

On motfon of Mr. Bourland, laid upon the table, 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


- WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, 
` January 25th, 1844. ? 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer ‘by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called the following members answered to’ 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Davis, Doom, 
Edwards, Krath, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
January, Johnston, Jobnsén, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gon 
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zales Kendrick, Maverick, Paschal, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps, Trait and Ward, 

Quorum present. l 

Journals of the preceding day read, and adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, by leave, offered the petition of J. M. 
Allen; which was referred.to the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port, which was adopted. 


. CommMitreE-Room, 7 
January 24th, 1844. ‘ 

To the Hon. R. Scurry, l 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


SIR :— . 

The engrossing committee have examined an act to provide 
the manner of taking testimony, where witnesses are beyond the 
limits ot the Republic, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

A. H. PHILLIPS, 

s Chairman, 


Mr. Dooin; by leave introduced a bill for the relief of George 
W. Smyth, administrator of the estate of Joseph Grigsby, de- 
ceased. 

Which was read a first time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Doom, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a 2d time. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, the bill was referred to a special 
committee. 

Whereupon, the following committee was appointed : Messrs, 
Ogden, Doom and Caldwell. 

The joint committee, D. Gage, chairman, to whom was re- 
ferred an act authorizing the sherif of Rusk county to collect 
the taxes due, for one thousand eight hundred ‘and forty-two, 
&c., made the following report: oo 


CommitTEE-Room, Jan: 23d 1844. 
Hon. R. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


‘The joint committee, to which: was referred the act author- 
izing the sheriff of Rusk county, to collect the state and county 
tax for the year 1842, and for other purposes, have examined 


the same, and would recoimmend that the Senate recede frotri 
its first amendment to the 3d section. The committee further 
agree that the 3d section be so amended, by inserting “after the 
word “jury services,” the words “so far as the tax, collected by 
the sheriff, for 1842, will extend.” 
The committee also agree, that the amendment of the Senate, 
striking out the 4th section, shall be concurred.in by the House. 
D. GAGE, 
Chairman’ Com. on part of the House, 
ISAAC PARICER, 
Chairman Com. on part of the Senate. 
Which report was adopted. 


The Committee on Military Affairs, J. Davis, chairman, to 
whom was referred the message of the President, and report of 
the Secretary of War, upon the sabject of mounting, equipping 
_ and unspiking a portion of the artillery at Galveston, arid pur- 
chasing ammunition for the same, reported the same back to the 
House, with an actto mount and equip, unspike and purchase 
ammunition for the artillery of the Republic, at Galveston. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, and the bilt 
tead a second time, and crdéted to be engrossed. i 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was further suspended, the 
the bill read a third time, and passed. - 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A resolution calling on the Pressdent for information, was 
read and adopted. . 

An act making an appropriation to pay, in part, the officers of 
the navy, was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Collias, passed to a third reading. 

A bill to repeal the 9th section of an act approved 27th Jan- 
ùary, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, entitled an act 
fo raise a revenue by impost duties, approved 5th February, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, was read asecond time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. Oe 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, presented the petition of Aridrew 
Briscoe ; which was referred to the Commiitee on the Judiciary. ` 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
regulating the assessment and collection of the direct tax, now 
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tue té Republic, was taken up, and made the special order of 
the day for 4 o'clock, p, m. 

~ A joint resolution for the relief of J. T. K. Lothrop, the spe- 
cial order of the day for 11 o'clock, was taken up, with the 
amendments of Mr. Philips, to strike out the proviso. : 

Mr. Davis offered a substitute for the joint resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Galveston, the substitute and joint 
resolution were referred to a select committee: whereupon the 
iollowing committee was appointed: Messrs. Darnell, Davis, 
and January. 

A communication from the Secretary ot the Treasury, was 
taken up, and read; and was referred to the Committee on Na- 
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On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and a 
joint resolution for the relief of Messrs. Cr uger & Moore, with 


amendments from the Senate, was taken up. 
First amendment—In lst section, 9th line, strike out “forth- 
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_.val Affairs. 


with, or as soon as possible,” and insert “immediately after the 


passage of this act.” Concurred in. 
Second amendment—Strike out, in Ist section, last line, “ten, ” 


and insert “twenty.” Concurred in. 
On motton of Mr. Philips, the House adjourned until three 


o’clock, P. M. 


3 o'clock, P. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quo- 
rum present. 


THE SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 


`A joint resolution for the removal of the archives, was taker 
up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, was laid upon the table. 

A message was received from the President, through his Pri- 
“vate Secretary, Mr. Wm D. Miller. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, the message was taken up and read, 
and was as follows: 

Executive DEPARTMENT, 
i WASHINGTON, ia 25th, 1844. f 

To the Honorable, the Senate, and 


House of Representatives : 
The President has the honor to lay before Congress, the ac“ 


- gorapanying report from the Commissioner of the General Land: 
office, in conformity with an order, directing his return to the 
city of Austin, a copy of which is, also, herewith furnished.— 
The Executive has no comments to offer upon the subject of 
the report; and submits it to the consideration of.the Congress, 
with a request, that it, together with the letter of the President, 
may be published, as they relate to a matter of general interest 
to the community. 


(Signed) SAM HOUSTON. 


On motion of Mr. Henderson, the message and accompanying 
documents, were referred to the: Committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the report of Messrs. Ogden and Grammont, commission- 
ers, &c. 

A bill declaratory of the several acts in relation to the seat of 
government, was read a second time, and referred to the Com- 
, mittee on the State of the Republic. 

The Committee on Education, A. Rabb, one of said commit- 
tee, to whom was referred a bill to establish and incorporate the 
Methodist College, reported the same back to the House, and 
recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port, which was adopted : 
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January 25th, 1844. 


“w 


Hon: R. SCURRY, 
Speaker of the Hause of Representatives : 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, ; 


The Committee on Engrossed bills have examined a bill, tø 
be entitled an act to define the boundary line between the coun. 
ties of Washington and Austin ; a bill, to be entitle 

An act to protect the property of Texian prisoners in Mex- 
ico, and find the same correctly engrossed. 


WM. H. BOURLAND, 
One of the Committee. 


The Committee on the State of the Republic, Jno. Caldwell, 
fhairman, to whom was referred an act granting a divorce ta 
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i"rederick Elms, reported the same back ta the House, and re- 
commended its rejection. 

Which report was received and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A joiut resolution for the relief of League, Andrews and Com- 
pany, was read a second time; and, - a, 

On motion of of Mr. Henderson, referred to the Committee 
on Claims-and Accounts. 

A joint resolution, providing for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution, aud for the establishment of a separate Supreme Court, 
was read a second time, and passed to a third reading. 

. A bill for the more prompt collection of license tax, was read 
a second time. 

Mr. Green offered the following amendment: “provided that 
no dealer, trader, or merchant, whose capital shall not exceed 
five hundred dollars, shall be compelled to pay more than’ fifty 
dollars per annum, for his license.” 

Ou motion of Mr. Paschal, the bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

An act to repeal all laws which authorize the sectionizing and 
selling the lands formerly occupied by the Cherokee Indians, 
was read a first time. i i 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended and the bill 
read a second time. 

Mr. Gage offered the following amendment; 

Beit further enacted, That all legal and valid orders of sur- 
vey certificates, scrip or bounty warrants legally and correctly 
obtained and surveyed or located in the said above recited terri- 
tory, and all titles and colonists rights, legally and properly sur- 
veyed and located under the colonization laws of Mexico, 1n said 
territory, be and the same are hereby declared as valid as if lo- 
cated or situated in any other portion of the public domain, and 
any such claims are hereby placed upon the same basis and 
grounds, as claims of a similar character located or situated in 
other portions of the country, any law or act for the sale of the 
country omhypothecation of any of the said lands, or any In- 
dian Treaty which might be construed to effect the right or 
title of said lands, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Beit further enacted, Thatall the lands vacant in said ter- 
ritory be, and the same are hereby declared subject to entry and 
location, and the setlers residing therein be entitled to all the 
immunities and privileges of entry and location allowed to eit- 
izens residing in other portions of the public domain, and pro- 
vided, that in no instance shal! it be lawful for any non résident 
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io locate upon the land ocenpied and settled bona fide by any 
resident citizen in-the aforesaid district or country. , 

On motion of Mr. Gage a call of the House was ordered. . 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell the call was suspended. 
_ Question on Mr. Gage’s amendment, © | =-=- l 

The ayes and noes’being called foron its adoption, stood as 
follows, to wit: ge yh os, 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
Jins, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Lott, Gram- 
mont, Green, Henderson, Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnston,John- ` 
son, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, 
Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb; 
Stamps, Truit and Ward—33. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Head and Person—3. 

Amendment adopted. a : 

Mr. Grammont offered the following amendment; additional 
section. ; 

Beit further enacted, That an act entitled-an act, granting 
a donation of Land to actual settlers, on or near the military road 
on the northern Frontier, approved January the 21st, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-one, be and the same is hereby 
repealed. . 

Mr. Person offered the following amendment, 

And that all legal lecations and surveys heretofore made 
north of said road, are hereby validated. 

Mr. Lott moved the previous question. Lost. 

Question on Mr, Person’s amendment to Mr. Grammont’s 
amendment, was put and amendment adopted. ` 

Question on Mr. Grammont’s amendment, as amended was 
put and amendment adopted. 

Question on the passage of the bill to a 3rd reading, was put 
and carried. j . 

On motion of Mr. Henderson the rule was suspended and 
the bill read a 3d time. — 
The ayes and noes being called for on its final passage stood. 
thus: ` 
Ayes—Messrs, Speaker,.Barnard, Bourland, Cadwell Caz- 
neau, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Henderson, Hogg, January, Jasper, 
Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones ot Gonzales, Ken- 
drick, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Ogden, 
Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—26. 

Noes—Messrs. Head, Person, and Truit—3. 

Carried and bill passed. ~ e & 
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A bill to ensure the assessment of the taxable property ofthe 
Republic, and the collection of the direct taxes, and for other 
purposes, on-its second reading from the select committee, with 
amendments, 

Amendments. Substitute fer 3d'section as fol lows: Bo 

Section 3rd. Be it further enacted, That should any per- 
son, (either by himself, agent or attorney,) fail to render a list of 
all the lands claimed by him, her or them to the assessor, the 
title papers for such lands shall not be read in any of the courts 
of this Republic as evidence of the title, and all lands shall be 
assessed in the county in which they are situated, and none 
other. Rejected. ` 

Fill the blank in section 4th, “first class valued at one dollar 
and fifty cents per acre; second class, valued at one dollar per 
acre; third class valued at fifty cents per acre.” Rejected. 

Strike out the 5th. section. Rejected. ` ote 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the bill and amendments, were 
referred to a select committee; 

Whereupon the following committee was appointed, Messrs. 
Davis. Doom, Cuney, Ogden and Person. i 

í _ Ar act to authorize the secretary of War and Marine to con- & 
_tract for keeping the navy in ordinary, was read a Ist time. 

An act amendatory of an act to provide for the establishment 
and maintainance of peace, and to regulate friendly intercourse 
with the Indians, approved January 7th, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty three, was read a first time. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John ‘Gregg, was read a 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Eràth, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a second time and referred to a'select committee; 

Whereupon the-following committee was appointed, Messrs. 
Erath, Stamps, Caldwell, Green and Cazneau. 

The committee on the state of the Republic, John Caldwell, 
chairman, to whom was referred an act regulating the tax on 
water and grist mills, reported the same back to the House with 
amendments and recommended its passage; 

Which teport was received and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

An act authorizing an association of Physicians of the Re- 
public of Tegas, was s read a first time. 
~ An act supplementary to an act concerning rents with amend- 
ments by the Senate. 

Amendments, Add to section second. “unless the crop sub- 


ject to said lien be found on said rented premises after sald 
time.” 
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jn section 5th, in 6th line between the letter “a” and the word 
“several” insert “joint” and 


Additional section : > ` 1. 


Sec. 6. “Be it further endcied, That nothing herein. con-: 
tained, shall be so construed as to prevent landlords “and ten- 
ants from entering into such stipulations or contracts in re- 
gard] to lein as they may think proper; Provided, that the 
tights of third persons shall not be thereby effected, unless 
such contract be reduced to writing and put upon record.” 

Change section “6th,” to sectlon “7th” ~~ 

Amendments concurred in. feo. | TES 

An act to incorporate Herman’s University, with amend- 
ments by the Senate. a 

Amendments—Substitute for section 12th, in the original 
bill, what follows : ; | 

Sec. 12th. “And the aforesaid President and Trustees are 
hereby authorized to locate and have surveyed for the use of 
said University, one league of any vacant lands in the Repub- 
lic of Texas ; and thé Commissioner of the General Land-of- 
fice is hereby required to issue a patent for said land whenever 
the survey.thereof shall have been made according to law.” ` 

Concurred in. . 

An act to provide the mode of taking interrogatories where 
. witnesses are beyond the limits of the Republic. 

Was read a third time. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for on its, passage stodd as 
follows, to wit : | 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bouyland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cu- 
ney, Doom, January, Jolinson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Ogdén, Paschal, .Philips, Rabb, 
Stamps, Truit and Ward—19. . 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Darnell, Edwards, Erath 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, 
Lewis, Lott, Means and Person—16. 

Carried, and the bill passed. 

A bill to be entitled : “An act to protect the property of Tex- 
ian prisoners of War, in Mexico. ` | 

Was read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled . “An act to regulate the fees of County 
Clerks in certain cases, with amendments by the Senate. 

_ Amendments—add to caption “and the fees of Chief Justices 
for taking depositions.” — 


Additional section :— 
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“Be it further enacted, That hereafter the fees: of Chief. Jas- 
tices of counties, Notaries Public or two Justices of the Peace, or 
other officer, for taking down answers to interrogatories, by vir- 
tue of a commission directed to them, shall be thirty cents, for 
every iundred words by them required to be written, together 
with fifty cents for attaching the official seal or certificate there- 
to.” 

Amendments concurred in, 

An act to raise in part the duties on imposts, imposed by an 
act entitled: “An act altering the several acts to raise a Public 
Revenue by impost duties, approved 5th February, one thons- 
and eight hundred and forty ;” was taken up on its second 
reading from the committee on Finance, with a substitute; 
which was adopted. . 

‘Mr. Caldwell, moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Collins moved its passage to a 3d reading. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A joint resolution for the reliefof Thomas D. Yocum’s Ad- 
ministrator, on its second reading from a select committee, re- 
commending an amendment. 

Amendment—After the words “Harris County” add “provid- 
ed, all legal costs shall be paid to the Court of Probate of Jeffer- 
son County.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was ordered to be en~- 
engrossed. 

A bill to regulate forcible entry and detainer, on its. second 
reading from the committee on the Judiciary, jrecommending a- 
mendments, to wit: 

In section 9th, after the words “Clerk of the” strike out the 
words “district” and Insert County.” 

In section 10th, in the 12th line, strike out the word “Dis- 
trict” and insert “County.” 

In section 15th, after the words “costs” insert “and dama- 

es.” a 
j In section 17th, after the word “manner” strike out the 
words “as if it had been the judgement of the District Court at 
an ordinary term thereof,” and insert the following: “as other 
judgements.” After the word “error”insert the words “or an 
appeal.” After the word “thereatter” insert the following—by 
filing his bond: with two good and sufficient securities condi- 
tioned to pay all costs and damages if judgement be rendered a- 
gainst the appellant on such writ of error or appeal; and the 
appellant shall also give due notice in the manner prescribed by 


‘zeze 
ede) 


law, to the appellee, that snch writ of error or appeal has beeni 
taken.” . 

In section 18th, after the word “action” in the second line, 
strike out the words “of trespass.” In the last line of this sec- 
tion, strike out all after the word “found.” 

Strike out the caption ofthe Lill and insert instead thereof 
the following : 

“An act to regulate proceedings in cases of forcible entry and 
detainer.” 

Amendments adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis the bill was ordered to be engrossed: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report, 
which was adopted. — 


a 


January 25th, 1844. 
To the Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: r 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and found 
correctly enrolled, the following named resolutions : 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to settle certain ac- 
counts, and 

A joint resolution for the rehef of Cruger & Moore: 

The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House, 
and President of the Senate, were this day presented to his Ex- 
cellency the President, for his signature. 

` S. A. MAVERICK, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, the rule was stispended, and an 
act to change in part the times of olding the District Courts in 
the 5th, 6th and 7th Judicial Districts, was taken up on its se- 
cond reading from the select committee. 

Mr. Bourland, offered the following amendment : 

“And that immediately after the passage of this act it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of ‘State, to have the same publish- 
ed in the “National Vindicator” a newspaper published in the 
town of Washington, for three ensuirg weeks. 

Adopted. 

Mr: Ward offered the following amendments : 

Strike out “two weeks, in Bowie co.,” and insert “one week.” 

‘Adopted. 

Mr. Jasper offered the following amendment : 

In the first section of the bill, strike out all after “sessions,” 
and insert.“one week.” 

Adopted. 


Onl wiotion of Mr. Caldwell, the palë was suspended, bill read 
3d time, and passed. $ 

Mr. Barnard moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock, P. m. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until ten 
clock, to-morrow motning. f 


WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, / 
January 26th; 1844. § 


'The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: l 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnatd, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Cu- 
ney, Darnell, Davis, Erath, Grammont, Hagler, Henderson, 
Head, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, 
Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips’ 
Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward. 

Quorum present, 

The journal of the pieceding day was read, and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, intorming the 
House, that they had passed a bill, to be entitled an act to pre- 
scribe the duties of district judges, in regard to charging juries, 
originating in the Senate; ~ 

An act to extend the corporate limits of the town of Clarks- 
ville ; 

An act to change a mail-route therein named ; 

A bill respecting wreck-masters; with amendments ; - 

A bill for the better security of mechanics and others, with 
amendments ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarahi N. Hubert; 

An act to amend an act for the regulation of the coasting trade, 
and the protection of Texian shipping g; and 
< An act to repeal all laws, now in force, authorizing the Pre- 
sident to form colonization contracts ; and to forfeit such as 
have already been made, where the conditions have not been 
strictly complied with, passed by a constitutional oy over 
the veto of the President; also; ` te 
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Phat they adhered to their amendments to a Dill to alter 
and fix the duties on imposts; and that they had appointed a 
committee of conference thereon, and request a like committee 
on the part of the House. 

A communication from the Commissioner of the General 
Land-office, was read, in part; and, 
© On motion of Mr. Caldwell, was referred to the same select 
committee, to whom was referred the report of the commission- 
ers, 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of Josiah G. Beatty, and others; which was read a first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, Mr. EE one of said 
committee, to whom was referred an act to amend an act, enti- 
tled an act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation, reported 
the same back to the House, with an amendment, and recom- 
mended its passage ; also, 

A bill prescribing the mode of proceeding against delinquent 
holders and collectors of public money, reported the same back: 
to the House, with amendments, and recommended its passage. 

Which reports were received, and bills laid upon the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Henderson, from the same committee, to whom was re- 
ferred an act concerning divorce and alimony, reported the 

same back to the House, and recommended its rejection. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day., 

Mr. Jasper, chairman of the same committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to repeal, in part, and amend an act incorporating 
the city of Galveston, &c., reported the same bæk to the House, 
and recommended its passage ; also, 

A bill to re-organize the first, second, fifth and sixth judicial 
districts, reported the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended its rejection. 

Which reports were received, and bills laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 
= The Committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, Chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of the citizens of Galveston, 
reported the same back to the House, by an act to exempt ves- 
sels from paying tonnage duties in certain cases, which was 
read a first time. 
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"Tao Comuaitttec on ihe State of the Republic, Jno.. Caldwell, 
caairman, to whom was referred a joint resolution ‘providing 
amendments to the Constitution, have had the same under con- 
sideration. and return the same to the House, and recommend 
its passage. 

Which report was Teia, and bill- ‘laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, James Davis, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Samuel G. Norvall, report 
the same bark to the House, by joint, ee for his relief. 

Which was read a first time. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, A. H. Phillips, 
chairman, to whom was referrred the Senate's bill, relative to 
the claim ‘of League, Andrews and.company, reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rale was suspended, bill 
read a 3d time, and passed. 


The Committee on Engrossed bills, W. H. Bourland, one of 
said committee, made the following report, which was adopted . 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, _ 
January 26th, 1844. t 


. Hon. R. SCURRY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act 
for the relief of persons who have furnished supplies for the 
public service; also, 

An act for the relief of Bryan, Austin & Co.; also, 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Rose Mahoney 
and Mary Healey; also, ; 

An act authorizing the appointment of additional notaries’ 
public; also, 

A joint resolution for as relief of certain disabled landsmen 
and seamen ; also, 

A‘joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward; also, 

A joint resolution for the relief of A. O. Davidson :. : and 

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah A. Cooke, arid find 


the same correctly engrossed. 
- WM. H. BOURLAND, 
~ One of the Committee. 
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The select comihittee, J. Davis chairman, to whom was refer- 
red a bill, to be entitled an act to prevent the retailing of spiritu- 
ous liquors in quantities less than one quart, reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its passage—to take effect 
six months after its passage. ‘scolar 

Which report: was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day: 

The select committee, Philip M. Cuney, chairman, to. whom 
was referred a bill to ensure the assessment of the taxable pro- 
perty of the Republic, and the collection of the direct taxes, and 
for other purposes, reported the original bill back to the House, 
with amendmehis, and recommend “its passage. 

Which report was receivéd, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee L; B. Erath, chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill for the relief of John Gregg, reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its passage; which report 
was received and bill laid upon the table to come up andong the. 
orders ofthe day: . g 


Mr. Philips offered the piita resolution : 


“ Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas—that his Excellency the President, be requested to 
inform this House, whether or not the Major General elected in. 
accordance with the second section of an act approved 16th Jan. 
one thousand eight huridred and forty- three, has been commis- 
sioned by his. Excellency iù the manner as is provided for. in 

t the first section of said act; and if not, to communicate to this 
House}'the teasons’ theretore.” 
Read a first time. l : 


J 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell. the rae was suspended, resolu- 
tion read second time and adopted. 


Mr. Head, offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, that the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives be authorized to employ an additional assistant Clerk, who 
shall receive the same pay as is allowéd to other clerks of Con- 
gress, to be paid out of the contingent fund of Congress.” 

Adopted. , 

Mr. 1 Montgomery, by leave, introduced a bill to alter the time 
of holding the District Court in the county of Colorado. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Collins the rule was suspended, and bill 
read a second time and or dered to be engrossed. 

RR 
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On motion, the rule was further snspended, bill -read a Bd 
time and passed, 
On motion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill to ensure. the assessment ot the taxable property of the Re- 
public, and the collection ofthe direct taxes, and for other pur- 
poses; was taken up on its second reading from the sélect corm- 
mittee, recommending amendments. 

In first section, insert “two” instead of “five” dollars—strike 
out “double tax” after the word “property”—in fourteenth line 
strike out all to the word “shall” in 15th line, and insert “it” 
before “shall.” Strike out “also,” in ‘18th line. 

In second section, strike out all after the word “taxation” in 
4th line and to the word “and” in 6th line. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Philips, offered the following amendment, 

Strike out “located” in second section 15th line. 

The ayes and noes being called for on its adoption, stood 
thus, Viz : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, rath, Gage, 
Grammont, Hagler, Head, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones 
of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, 
Person, Phillips, Rabb and Ward—20. 

Noes-- Messrs. Collins, Darnell, Davis, Doom, . Edwards, 
January, Jasper, Johnson, Lott, Stamps and Truit—11. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Caldwell, moved to strike out of the second section, the 
word “surveys. » 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus, viz’: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, C azneau, Gage, Gram- 
mont, Green, Hagler, Jones of Galveston, Maverick, “Montgoin- 
‘ery. and Rowlett—!1. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, {Erat :, Head, Henderson, January, Jasper, 
Johnston, Johnson, jones of Gon Z, Kendrick, Lott, Means, Og- 
dea, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Stamps, Trait and Ward 
Amendment rejected 
Amendments ofthe select committee ; 

Strike out 3d Section. 
Strike out 4th Section. 
Strike out 6th Section—add: = > i s> 
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Sec. 10. The collector shall give bond with good and suf: 
ficient security, in double the amount of tthe county tax. 

Section 11. And the collector shall receive eight per cent. 
for collecting the same. eS 

‘Amendments adopted. T 

Mr. Philips, offered the following amendmeñts : 

in 11th section strike out “located.” 

Adopted. 

Also, insert the following at the end of the section “and in 
cases in which there is no bid on the day of sale, equal to the 
amount of taxes due, such sale shall be postponed from time to 
time until a bid is made equal to the amount of the taxes due; 
the lands continuing liable for the payment of:such taxes, to 
whomsoever they may belong, and all laws: and parts of laws 
contravening the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.” 

Adopted. 

Also, the following amendment as an additional section: 

*Be tt further enacted, That all lands shall be given in for 
assessment, and the taxes on the same paid in the county where 
the lands lie.” _ l - 

‘The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption of the 
same, stood thus, viz : Í 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Head, Hen- 
derson, January, Johnson, Lott, Paschal, Person, Phillips, 
Stamps, and Ward—14. i 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Green, Hagler, Johnston, Jones of 
Galveston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Means, Mont- 
gomery, Ogden, Rabb, and Truit—20. 

Amendment rejected. 

Also, the following amendments : 

Beit further enacted, That where a locator refuse to have 
his location surveyed in the order of time in which such loca- 
tion is made, the Surveyor shall declare such location null and ’ 
void.” | 

Adopted. aa 

Also, the following amendment as an additional section : 

© Bett further enacted, That all persons holding titles to 
lands that have been granted under former. governments, shall 
be required to have the same recorded in the. County where 
‘such land lies; provided, however, that the holder ofany such 
title shall be entitled to have the same recorded on his proving 
the hand writing of the witnesses, or the hand writing of the 
Grantor, to such, and if the witnesses and grantor cannot be 
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found, and the owner of such title shall , fail.to.haye the same 
recorded within six months after the passage of this act, said 
title shall not be’ read in evidence, and provided further, 


that in cases where the Necorder cannot record a Spanish title, 


he shall give a certificate to the holder thereof, that the same 
has been presented for record, and enter such certificate ip his 
Record Book ; and provided further, that this act: shall not be 
so construed as to legalize any such titles.” . 

Rejected. 

Also, the following :—In 7th section, after the words “thou- 
sand dollars,” strike out what follows, as far as the words “shall 
put,” and insert “shall put”—*and the assessor.” Adopted. 

Mr. Ogden moved to strike out 7th section. Rejected. 

Mr. Head moved to adjourn until 3 o’elock. Lost. 

Mr. Ogden moved to strike out. in 7th section,.“one thousand,” 
and insert “one hundred.” co | 

Question omstriking out.. Carried, ee ay 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, “five hundred” was inserted, . ; 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the bill was Jaid-on the,table, till 
3 o'clock, P.M. ' l l Soo 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, a committee of conference was 
appointed, on a bill to alter and fix the duties õn imposts— 
Messrs. Darnell, Kendrick, Ward, Lott, and Maverick, were ap- 
pointed said committee. Lo 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that the Senate had concurred ‘in the report of the joint 
committee of conference, on a bill authorizing the sheriff of 
Rusk county to collect the state and county tax of said county, 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, and for 
other purposes. - , 

” On motion of Mr. Collins, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M. 


v 


` 3 OCLOCK, P M. 

House met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill to ensure the assessment of taxable property of the 
Republic, and the collection of the direct tax, and for other pur- 
poses, being the special order of the day. was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr: Henderson, a bill for the better security of 
mechanics, and others, was taken np, and the following amend- 
ments of tha Senate: a o a 
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‘ Provided, that the provisions of this aet shall only apply to 
incorporated gities”’ ` 
Which was concurred in by the House.. l 
A bill, to be entitled an act to repeal the 9th section of an act, 
approved January 27th, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two, entitled an act supplementary to an act, entitléd an act to 
raise a revenue by impost duties, 
Read 3d time; and, , 
On motion of Mr. Paschal, laid on the table, for the present. 
On motion of Mr. Erath, the vote laying the bill on the table, 
was re-considered. . 
The-ayes and noes being ealled on the final psssage of the 
bill, stood thus : l i 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Gage, Grammont, January, Jchnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett ‘and 
Stamps—24. p Ep l ; 
Noes—Messrs. Collins, Krath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, 
Means and Person—8. ) l 
Carried, and bill passed. 
An act for the reliet of persons who have furnished supplies 
for the public service. . 
Read 3d time. 
The ayes and noes being called for, on its final passage, 
stood thus : 
. Ayes—Messrs, Cazneau, Cuney, Edwards, Grammont, Ha- 
gler, Henderson, January, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Lott, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Philips, Rabb and Truit—15, 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Erath, Head, Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, Kendrick, Means, 
Ogden, Paschal, Person, Rowlett and Stamps—18, 
Lost, and bill rejected. l 
An act for the relief of Bryan, Austin and Company.’ ` 
Read 3d time. 
The ayes and noes being called for, on its final passage, stood 
thus, viz: . : i 
Åyes—Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Green, Hagler, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Gal- 
veston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Montgom- 
ery, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Stamps and Truit—22. | l 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Doom, Edwaras,. Erath; Head, Hen- 
derson, Jasper, Johnston, Means, Ogden, Persgn and Rowlett-12. 
Carried, and bill passed. an 
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the navy. 

Read 3d time, and passed. 

A joint resolution, providing for an amendment of: the Con- 
stitution, snd for the establishment of a separate Supreme Court. 

\ Read 3d time. 

Tife ayes and noes being called for on its final passage, stood 
as follows, to wit : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Gage, Henderson, January, Jasper, 
Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Kendrics. Lott, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rowlett and 
Truit—24. 

_ Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Collins, Hrath, Grammont, Green, 
Hagler, Head, Hogg, Means, Montgomery, Person, Rabb and 
Stamps—13, j 

Carried, and bill passed. 

A bill to repeal the exchequer system, with amendments from 
the Committee on Finance, viz: “strike out first and second 
sections,” came up on its second reading. 

Mr. Kendrick moved to lay the bill, and amendments, on the 
table, until the first day of March next. l 

T'he ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus; viz’ 

Ayes—Messrs. Jones of Galveston, Kendrick and Means—3° 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins’ 
Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Green’ 
Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnstom 
Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Og- 
den, Paschal,.Person, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Tru- 


p 
f An act making an appropriation to pay, in part, the officers of l 
l ' À 


Lost. 
"The question on the amendments of the committee. 


The ayes and noes being called for, on their adoption, ‘stood 
thus : 

Ayes—-Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Hagler, Henderson, 
Hogy, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Per- 
son, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett and Truit—2s. 

, Noes—Messrs. Cuney, Davis, Green, January, Kendrick, Lott 
and Maverick—7. 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the enacting clause was 
prefixed. to the bill. a Sei 


t 
t 


343 


Mr. Davis moved to.strike out the caption to the bill, and in- 
sert “an act to suppress private banking.” 

Adopted ; and, 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Au act requiring the Auditor to audit certain. claims, came 
up On its second reading. 

Mr. Caldwell moved to strike out “ Treasurer,” and Hpo 
“Auditor.” Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of the following bills: 

An act to change in part the times of holding the courts in 


the 5th and 7th Judicial Districts; amendments of the House ` 


concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the holding of the 
Distriet Court in twa places in Red River ¢ county, and tor other 
purposes. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Lemons, his heirs 
or assigns. 

A bill for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia. 

A Joint resolution for the relief of midshipman, A. J. Bryant. 

An act to prohibit slaves from carrying fire-arms; and 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for removing and fix- 
ing the county seat of Justice of Washington county. 


An act to provide the mode of. serving process or notice in 
certain eases, read second time and passed to third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act further to amend the proceedings 
in civil snits, came up on its second reading with amendments 
from the Judiciary comuzittee. 


ist. Amendment. Insert at the end of first section, “and it - 


is hereby provided, that in all cases where suits have already 


_ been commeneed, and publication been made as heretofore prac- 


ticed in the courts of this Republic to appear &c, shall be deem- 
ed sufficient notice in all such cases. : 

Mr. Darnell offered the following amendment. 

“Provided, the person so notified can read.” Rejected. 

Question being taken on the adoption of the amendment of the 
committee, and was lost and amendment rejected. 

2d. amendment. In section 2d., 2d. line, after the word “pro- 
porty; ” insert “divorce.” Adopted. 
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_ 3d. amendment. In section fourth, Ist line, after the word 
corporation,” insert, “or any individual or individuals, for any 
aovi due taem or their assigns, executors or adinvinistrators, for 
the inan of any bill or promissory note issued by said individual 
or individuals to cirenlateas money,” Adopted. 

Mr. Caldwell moved to strike out all of the ist section, after 
the enacting clause Adopted. 

A- message was received from his Excellency the President, 
by his private secretary, Mr. W. D. Miller, informing the House 
that he had returned, an. act for the relict of Messrs. Cruger & 
Moore, with his objections thereto in writing. 

Qn motion of Mr, Head, the bill under consideration was laid 
upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the message was taken up and 
read, to wit:- 

Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuinetron, Jan. 26th, 1844, 


To the Honorable House of Representatives : 


The Executive is fully impressed with the importance of a 

prompt and faithful publication of the laws of Congress at the 

earliest practicable period; and to this end, as far as. may rest 
upon him, he will see that every facility is given. 

The joint resolution however for the relief of Messrs. Cruger 
& Moore, presented to him on yesterday for approval, requires 
of the Depart.nent of State the performance of an impossibili- 
éy, and on that account ig returned to the House without signa- 
ture. It is utterly impossible for that officer to furnish the pub: 
lic printers ‘with copies of ald-laws and joint resolutions enacted 
by the 8th Congress immediately after the passage,” of the 
resolution in question. The Cougress has not vet adjourned, 
and it is reasonable to suppose that before its adjournment, oth- 
er laws will be passed; and until they are passed copies’ thereof 
cannot be furnished. 

. Suppose the joint resolution should pass in its present shape, 
and the public printers not comply with their proposals, the 
next thing we should hear, would be that the fault was with 
the government. That they had-not been furnished with copies 
of the Jaws in accordance with the requirements of this joint 
resolution, &c.: hence the Executive is not disposed to assume 
responsibilities which the government cannot discharge, and 
thereby lay the ground work of complaint, delay and dissatis- 
faction. i 
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The Executive ayails himself also of this occasion to remark 
to the House of Representatives, that he has been informed, upon 
good authority, that it was not the design of Messrs. Cruger & 
Moore, to print the Jaws themselves, but to enter mto a sub-con- 
tract with G. K. Teulon, Esq., of the city of Austin, to have 

the work done there, with the view: of delivering the laws when 

printed, not to the Department of State at the ‘Town of Wash- 
ington, but at the building formerly occupied by that Depart- 
mentin the city of Anstin, and in this way to delay and per- 
haps defeat their distribution among the people. The reception 
of this information has caused the Executive to look with more 
catilion into the seemingly. strange and unusual course thus far 
pursued by the public printers elect. 

The, distribution of the laws is all-important:in the adminis- 
tration’ of justice; and were they not locked up at Austin, as 
the records have been and, now are, they might be used 1u our 
courts. But if they are not distributed, in many cases persons 
wishing theim as evidence in court and for other purposes, wiil 
have to obtain certified copies at the State Department at some 
expense aud great tron ible. To those who livè at a distance the 
inconvenience would be great and inevitable, if this resolution 
should. be approved. 

It has heretofore been regarded asthe duty,of the Secretary 
of State, to contract for the printing and preparing of the laws 
and journals for distribution —the priating being only a part of 
the work necessary to be done before distribution. ‘This plar 
has in many instances, since the origin of the -Government been 
the rheaus of a great saving of expense to the nation. [tis 
therefore recommended as the most advisable. course to be ab- 
served in fature. SAM HOUSTON 

Ou motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, the joint resolution for 
the relief of Messrs. Cruger & Moore, was taken up. 

The ayes and noes being called over, on the passdge of the 
Same, over the veto of the President, stood as follows.. 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Galdwell, Caz- 
neau, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, 
Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones ot Gonzales, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Mav- 
erick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, ‘Babb, 
Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—33. 

Noes— Messrs. Collins, Edwards, Lott, Means and Trait—5. 

Carried and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Head the House adjourned unti to-morrow 
morning ten o'clock. 

SS . 
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WASHINGTON, SATURDAY, 
January 27th, 1844. 


‘The House met pursuant to adjournment. ’ 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called the following members answered: to 
their names; >°. 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caznean, 
Collins, Davis, Doom. Edwards Erath, Gage, Grammont, Head, 

Henderson, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, 
Lott, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Row- 
lett, Stamps, Truit and Ward. 

Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The committee on Finance James H Johnston. chairman, to 
whom was referred ù bill making appropriations for the support 
of Government for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty four, reported the same back to the Honse with amend. 
ments and recommend its passage, which report was received 
and bill laid upon the table to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

‘The committee on Public Lands, M. Ward, jr, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to extend a donation of land to those 
who fell in the battle of San Jacinto; reported the same back to 

the house, and asked to be discharged from a further eousidera- 
tion of the subject; also, 

To whom was referred a bill to be entitled a joint resolution 
for the relief of Daniel Alexander; reported the same back to 
the House and recommended its passage; 

Which reports were received aud bills laid upon the table te 
come up among the orders of the day: also, 

To whom was referred the petition of Prancis Morison, re- 
ported the same back to the House and recomend its rejection; 
which report was adapted. | 

The committee on engrossed bills, made the following report; 

- That they had exam ined a joint resolution fer the relief of 
Thomas D. Yocum’s administrator, and find the same correctly 
engrossed. i ; 

[Signed] . M. WARD, Jr. ° 
Chairman. 

Mr. Bourland by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 

relief of captain Lewis Sanches, which was redid a Ist time. 
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Ða motion of Mr. Bourland, the-rule was suspended, the bili . 
yead a second time’and referred to the committee on claims and 
accounts. 

Mr. Henderson offered the petition of Amasa Turner, which 
was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Ogden by leave, offered the following resolation: 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, That the 
President be requested to inform this House, whether any mo- 
nies have been paid out or advances have been made by his or- 
ders, or by any persous connected with the Government, for the 
relief of the Mier Prisoners, within his knowledge, l 

Mr. Philips offered the following amendment : 

Insert “or any person connected with the Government,” and 
strike out the words “other persons,” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Erath, by leave, introduced a bill’ to be entitled. “An 
act to anthorize the transcribing of the Records of the County 
of Milani.” 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion, the ruje was suspended, bill read a second time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motiou of Mr. Erath, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed 

On motion of Mr. Paschal, the vote taken on yesterday, re- 
jecting an act for the relief of perscns who have furaished sup- 
plies for the public service; was reconsidered, and 
< On motion of Mr. Philips, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rnle was suspended, prohi- 
biting bills from being amended on their third reading. 

Mr. Philips, oflered the following amendment : 

“In the respective Counties in which such supplies were fur- 
nished, and in no other.” 

Rejected. . 


Question on the passage of the bill. 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thns: 


a 


Ayes—Messrs Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cu- 
uey, Darnell. Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, 
Hagler, Henderson, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of: Gal- 
veston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb and Ward—28, 

Noes-—Messrs. Speaker, Coliins, Edwards, Head, Jasper, 
Lott, Means, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit--10. _ 

Carried and bill passed. - 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 


House of the passage of: l 
An act for the wore prompt collection of the direct tax; and 
tiiat they bad concurred in allthe amendments: made Uy the 


Honss to a bill r epealing all laws authorizing the sectioniżing 
and selling of the Cherokee Lands, 


f The select committee Levi Joues, chairman, to whom wag” 


© referred the memorial of J. T. K. Lothrop, with-the resolution 
“~ reported thereon by the committee on Naval Affairs, and the 
“ substitute for said resolution ; reported the same back to the 
«, House, with a substitute therefore, and ‘reeommend its passage ; 
H which was read a first time, and made the order of the day for 
3 o'clock, P. M. 

N The joint Naval Committee by Levi Jones, one of said com- 


mittee made the following Report, which was read, viz: 
To the President of the Senate, and | l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The undersigned, members of the Committee of the Senate 
and House of Represeutatiyes on Naval Affairs, acting conjoint- 
ly by the order of their respective Houses, on the memorial of 
Biuwin W. Moore, late of the Texas Navy, have so far as the 
time allowed them from the discharge of other duties permitted, 
given to the matters involved in if, that careful and deliberate 
consideration, which seemed to be required ; first by- iheir im- 
portance and secondly by the high official station and reputa- 
tion of the functionaries and individuals whose acts have thus 
become the subject of enquiry, and they beg leave to report as 
the result of their investigation— 

‘Phat on the 19th of3 tily 1843, Post Captain Edwin W. 
“Moore, then 1n command of the Navy of Texas, was, by arder 
of the President “dishenorably discharged from the naval ser- 
vice of the republic,” as appears by a letter addressed to him 
from Washington, of that: date, bearing the signature of G. W, 
Hill, Secretary of War and Marine. 

pon looking at this “order of the President” as communicat- 
ed by his “Secretary of War and Marine,” the first enquiry to 
which the joist committee directed its attention, was, as to the 
authority ofthe President to niake it. In a go: yernment pos- 
sessing no power except such as is conferred by the Constitu- 
tion and Laws of the land, the undersigned believe that no citi- 
zn can be deprived of a franchise or right, except by the ex- 
press authority of jaw ; “nor-even then, can it be-dome m accor 
dance with the spirit of our institutions; until-after‘a fall-and 
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fair investigation, hefore a competent 'Tribtinal, where the party 


has had an opportunity of being heard in his d lefence. 

i this case, captain Moore was dismissed from a service in 
which he had made great sacrifices in sustaining the | boner and 
repitetion af his country, and deprived of a high and honora- 
ble station, which he bad digmfed by his official conduct and 
deportment, without a tral or even the semblauce of a trial ; 
and if such a course cau be sustained or even excused in the 
fnuchonary pursuing it it must be under the provisions of some 
positive law, or under a state cf cirenmstances, so imperative in 
their character, as to-admit of no delay of resort to other and 
‘less objectionable remedies. l 

The undersigned know of no law that justified it. The 
constitutional provision which makes ‘the President the com- 
mander in chief of the army and navy, certatuly did not. other- 
wise the system of military tribunals which seens to have been 
Sala by that instrument and which has since been pro- 
vided for by law, would bea nullity and ever mockery, as the 
President might in the exercise of the supposed power confer- 
red in the Constitufional provision making him commander in 
chief of the army and navy, capriciously -dismiss every cflicer 
from either or both branches of the service at his mere wiil and 
pleasure. Such power is rarely supposed to exist in those 
countries where the will of the sovereign is the law of the dandi 
und it can hardly be imagined, that the framers òf onr Censti- 
tution, imbued as they must have been, in the midst of a reve- 
tution for the suppression’ of tytanny, with feelings sensibly 
awakened to the rights of the citizen, would have been incor- 
porated in the justrument they were preparing to gnarantee 
those rights; a provision which might be exercised for the 
most tyrannical purposes. ‘Such’was not their o as 
the undersigned believe No fair construction of the language 
‘would justily the inference thatit was; and the principles of 
the institutions for the establishment of which they were then. 
laying the foundation, and the histoty of-the times, repel the in} 
putation. 

i Lf then, there is found no authority in ‘the ‘vonstitution, for 
the exercise of the power which was brought into action on 
this occasion, the committee are at a loss to know from whence 
it was derived. Ifthere is any statute Bean confers it, the un- 
dersigned have been niable to discover-it; but in. their resear- . 
.ches upon the subject, they have -fonnd , a at atuie, which -ex- 
-pressly ‘declares, that it shall not hereafter “be lawful tp deprive 
‘auy officer in the military or naval service of this Republic, for 
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any miscondiiét in office, of his commission, unless by the sett. 
. tence ofa court martial.” This law was approved on the 4th 
of EF -brniry, 1841, aud has never been repealed. It was there. 
fore in full force and operation on the 19th of Jaly 1848, when 
captain Moore was dishanorably disinissed, aud deprived of his 
commission in the naval se: vice of this Republie, “by the order 
of the President” without “seutence of a court martial,” 

So direct and palpable a violation of t e positive provisions of 
a statute well known to the Executive at the time he gave the 
order; cannot be justified. In the opinion of the undersigned, it 
might be exeused under very extraordinary ciren mstances, but 
the circumstances that would exciise it must be of such a char- 
acter as to ad.nt of neither delay, nor a resort to a different 
mode of punishing the refractory officer. In this case, even if 
there existed in fact any just cause for puiisnment, the eom- 
mittee can perceive no reason wiy a positive law should have 
been violated and set at naught by the Executive to accomplish 
the objest. ‘here certainly existed no emergency which 
would have rendered delay either dangerous to the country, or 
injurious to the service. 'lhenavy atthe time the order was 
given to capt. Moore, and for ten days previous, was 1n the 
harbor of Galveston, and that officer might have been remeved 
fron the actnal comma.id. by suspension and arrest, with as lit- 
tie difficulty as was found in dept} iving bim of it, by dismissal 
froin the service. ‘That course would have obviated the neces- 
sity of violiting the law, and have accomplistied all the Exe- 
cutive should have desired, as Congress coufd have constituted 

a ‘Tribunal to investigate the matter, and to dismiss the officer, 
provided that his conduct, upon investigation, should appear to 
have deserved punishment to that extent. 

The undersigned, however, cannot discover in the papers 
and documents submitted to them, the grievous offences and , 
erimes imputed to captatn Moore in the letter from the Seere- 
tary of War ard Navy, conveying to him the order of the Pre- 
sident for his dishonorable discharge. and which are the alleg- 
ed grounds upon which that order was pies iealee, ; 

T wese imputed offzuces and crimes, are | 

Lt. That captain Mo Te, had not neconuted for large sums 
of money received from the authorities of Yucatan aud. the 
Government of Texas, in July, 1842. 


adly. That he had disobeyed orders issued to him on a the 29th 
‘of October, on the 5th of November and ou the 16th of Nov. 
1842, directing him to report with the vessels under his com- 
‘mand at Galvéston. | gre 
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3dly.. That he had disobeyed orders issued on fhe 2nd of 
December, 1842. and on the 2nd of January 1843, directing 
him to repair to Wasnington and report in person to the Je- 
partment of War-and Marine. d i - 

Athly That he had failed to obey a preemptory_order issu: d 
on the 22nd of Jannary, 1843 “to turn over the comand to 
the Senior officer in the naval service present and report to the 
Deparynent of Warand Marine, at this place, (Washington) in 
person.” 

bthly. That he was guilty of ¿reason iu entering into a com- 
pact with the authorities of Yucatan, without the sanction or 
-knowledge of this Government, 

6thly. That he was guilty of murder in causing to be exe- 
cuted on the 26th of April. 1843, certain mutineers, who had 
been condemned by a Court Martial, alleged to have been ille- 
gally assembled, after he had received an order issued on the. 
Rist of March, 1843, suspending him from the command of the 
navy, and directing him to 1eport to the Deparument of War 
‘and Marine in arrest—and 

7th. hat he was guilty of piracy in cruizing upon the high 
seas with armed vessels, under the flag of this nation, while un- 
der suspension and arrest. 

With regard to the first charge, the undersigned have found 
abundantevidence iu the correspondence between captain Moore 
and the Department, shewing that he had expend 'd more mon- 
‘ey for the use of the Navy, than he is charged with having re- 
ceived;.they therefore consider this charge as wholly groundless 
and one which does not in the slightest degree excuse the order 
in support of which it was made. l i 

As to the second charge, it was necessary to refer to the evi- 
dence to see how far it is sustained by the facts. 

For several months anterior to the order of the 29th of Octo- 
ber, 1842, it seems from -the correspondence between the De- 
partment and captain Moore. that it was the earnest desire of- 
the President, that the Navy should be prepared for sea as early 
as practicable, to cruize aloug the coast of Mexico; to lay under 
contribution the towns and commerce of that country. This 
desire captain Moore appears to have labored hard and assidu- 
ously to gratify, but from various difficulties and embarrass- 
ments, growing out of the refusal of the Government to furnish 
him with the money appropriated by Congress to fit out and sup-- 
port'the Navy, he had’been unable to accomplish the object at 
the time that order was written, bat still entertained:bopes of 
being able to do so at a fnture-period. The order itseli seems 
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to have. been written under the anticipation that it might be 
done, and after speaking of the subject in general terms and ex- 
pressing regrets at the deteution of the vessels, and wishes res- 
pecting therr being on the Galf, it proceeds thus: “Ii you can- 
not with the means at your command, prepare the squadron dor 
sea, you will immediately, with all the vessels under your gom- 
mand sail for the port of Galveston, and on yonr arrival there, 
make aspecialr eport, &c.” This order then, was evidently a 
conditional one, to'be executed or not. upon the contingency of 
captain Moore’s ability or mability. in bis opinion of getting the - 
vessels to sea with the means at his command for the cruize, 
In reply to this communication, captain Moore acknowledges 
his inability to get to sea at that time either for the cruize, or to 
return to Gal vesto: 1,a8 he had-not men enongh to move the ves- 

sels from their anchorage, but stated that he had received a let- 
= from the Secretary of War and Marine of Ynueatan, written 

a short time before, from the tenor of which, he bad been ex- 
eie funds from chat quarter; a subsequent arrival however, 
had materially lessened his hopes as the enemy were represen- 
ted to be upon them both by sea.and land—at the same time he 
again expresses a hope that the appropriations previously made 
by Congress for the Navy would be available, in order that he 


might get to sea, + j 


In this answer, andin the conduct of captain Moore on that 
occasion, the undersigned discover no disohedience of orders 
ou his part, uor do they perceive in either, any manifestation of 
an intention to disobey the orders of the Departinent or the E&x- 
ecutive; and such appear to have been the opinions entertained 
by the government at the time, as in none of the subsequent 
communications ofthe Departinent to him, previous to the 2ist 
Mare’, 1343, after the arrival of the comunssioners in New Or- 
leans, was there any censure or seeming revere for his unon- 
compliance with the order. 


The order of the 5th of Mare’), is merely a letter enclosing — 
a duplicate of the one of the 29th of October, with this addi- 
tional expression, she ving that both were intended to be condi. 
tional aud to be obeyed or not, according to the prospect of get- 
ting to sea; after speakiug of the condition of the selivouers 
San Bernard and Sav Autonio, the writer adds, ‘if it is impos- 
sible to fit ont the two remaining vessels for efficient service, 

hey had much better be in Galveston harbor than in a foreign 
port. With the hope however, that some kind fortune may have 
enabied. -you to accomplish your purpose. I have-<&o.” .. 


EGE ET EL EE TE ET a e 


353 


The order of 16th November, is merely a reference to the 
éwo former letters of Nov. 5, and Oct. 29, with directions to car- 
ry out the instructions previously given. What these instruc- 
tions were, the undersigned have already shown ; and as these 
three letters contain all the matters embraced in the sécond 
charge, the committee have no hesitation in saying, that they do 
not, in their opinion, sustain it. f 

In reference to the third charge of disobedience of orders, in 
refusing to repair to Washington, and report, in person, to the 
Department of War and Marine, the undersigned would not 
have regarded the functionary making it, as intending to be se- 
rious, had it not been connected with other matters of such grave 
and serious import. The order of Dec. 2d, 1842, simply directs 
Captain Moore, when he'shall have arrived. at Galveston, and 
prepared his returns, to proceed to this place, and report to the 


r 


Department in person. Previous to writing this order, the De- ` 


partment had been informed that Captain Moore, from causes 
beyond his control, could not then’ return with the vessels to 
Galveston ; and that We was still making efforts to prepare for 
the contemplated cruize on the Gulf—a compliance with it, 
therefore, depended upon the same contingencies as attached to 
the preceding orders from the Department, for the return of the 
vessels tő Galveston ; and as a proof that it was so regarded at 
the Department, when it was given, there is no time specified in 
it, for, a compliance with it, but simply directs the duties to be 
performed after Captain Moore shall have returned to Galves- 
veston In fact, it is not an order to return to Galveston with 
the vesSels, at all, but an erder prescribing-the course for him 
to pursue, after his arrival at that port—which arrival, depended 
upon contingencies well known to the Department, at the time 
it was given.” The order of January 2d, 1843, which is the on- 
ly other evidence relied upon to sustain the third charge, like 
all those which preceded it, directs nothing positively, It speaks 
of all expectations, founded upon the appropriation made at the 
extra session of Congress, for naval purposes, as being certain 
to end in disappointment, as it was subject to such contingen- 
cies as to render it a dead letter upon the statute book; and af 
ter expressing the regrets of the President,.at the inadequacy of 
the appropriations to sustain the navy, it directs that Captain 
Moore will, if practicable, in conformity with previous orders, 
report at Galveston. 

The undersigned believe, that they have already shown that, 


by the previous orders, Captain Moore was only required to Te- - 


port at Galveston, in the event of his being unable to get to sea, 
| } 8 3 3 
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upon the eruize which bad been previously ordered, and which, 
at no time, seems to have been finally abandoned; and also, in 
the event of his being able to bring the vessels to Galveston, pro- 
vided he should not be able to get to sea, for the cruize, this or- 
der was, therefore, subject to all the contingencies which at- 
tached to the preceding orders, upon the same subject; arid was 
to be obeyed or not, as circumstances might dictate—having in 
view those contingencies, l 

‘Tn reference to the appropriations made for naval purposes, 
by the act of July 23d, 1842, the non application of which seems 
to have caused all the embarrassments under which Captain 
Moore labared in getting the vessels to sea, either for the con- 
templated cruize, or for their return to Galveston, the under- 
‘signed çan perceive no such difficulties or contingencies, as are 
spoken ot by the Secretary of War and Marine; nor can they 
imagine why the act making the appropriations, should be re- 
garded as a dead letter upon the statute books, 

The first section of that act appropriates $25,000 “for the out. 
fit and provisioning of the navy now in the employ of the Go- 
vernment,” and that the amount “be paid out of the first money 
~ in the’Treasury, or at the disposition of the Executive.” When 
it is borne in mind, that at the time this appropriation was 
made, it was believed that the President had already c@utracted 
for the loan of one million of dollars; and that, at the same 
time, other extraordinary resources were placed in his hands, 
for raising money, by the unlimited and unrestricted sale of 
400,000 acres of the Cherokee lands, it seems, to- the under- 
signed, that the Congress manifested an unusual degree of so- 
licitude to provide for the_prompt and certain payment and ap- 
plication of this appropriation ; for they not only provided for 
it in the ordinary way, by directing it to be paid out ofthe first - 
money in the Treasury ; but they went further. by directing, in 
addition, that it should be paid out of the first money at the dis- 
position of the Executive—evidently intending thereby, that if 
the Executive should come into the possession of money, either 
by loan, or the sale of the Cherokee lands, before there were 
means in the Treasury to meet the appropriation, that then the 
appropriation should be paid ont of that money, before any part 
of it was applied to any other purpose. 

The 2d section of the act, appropriates $57,659 50 for the pay 
then due the officers, seamen, and marines, and for their pros- 
pective pay for the ensuing six months; and directs, that should, 
prizes be made, or contributions be levied, by the navy, they 
shquld, be applied to the payment of these appropriations for the 
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Officers, seamen, and iirines, of the navy. The 3d sectioii 
provides “that no part of the sūra thus appropriated, shall be 
paid over to any cottitander or disbursing officer, for his serv- 
ices, or prize-money, until he shall have rendered; to the pro- 
per department, a full account of all moneys before received and 
disbursed ;” and provides, further, “that the amount appropri- - 
ted for back pay, shall be first ascertained to be due for servi- 
ces rendered in the naval service of the Government, according 
to the laws in existence at the time of the service’? These pro- ° 
visos contain all the restrictions or contingencies which are 
found in the act; and it will readily be perceived, that neither 
of them apply, in the slightest degree, to the appropriation of 
$25,000 for the out-fit and provisioning the navy, as provided 
for in the first section of the act. The undersigned, therefore, 
believe that this appropriation was withheld, in violation of law; 
and that the withholding of it was the sole cause of the difficul- 
ties which prevented the navy from proceeding to sea, on the 
contemplated cruize; and which, afterwards, put it ont of the 
power of the commanding officer, to bring the vessels to Galves- 
ton; and as that officér was thus prevented from obeying the 
instructions of the Department, by its own acts, they cannot 
perceive how he can be held obnoxious to the charge of “diso- 
bedience of orders,” which order it was impossible to obey. 
The fourth charge made against Captain Moore. as affording 
the ground work for his dismissal from the service, is, that he 
disobeyed a peremptory order, issued on the 22d January, 1843, 
requiring him to “leave the ship, Austin, and brig, Wharton, 
under thé command of the senior officer present, and repair to 
this place, (Washington) and report to the Department, in per- 
son, as his presence was necessary at the seat of government; 
before final action is taken upon a secret act of Congress, with 
regard to the navy” On the same. day upon which this ordet 
was issued; (the 22d January, 1843) another order was issued, 
directed to commander Lothrop, “or officer in command of the 
navy,” directing him to report the condition of the vessels, &c., 
tinder his‘;cominand, “to Wm. Bryan, Samuel M. Williams, and 
James Morgan, who have been commissioned by the President, 
to carry into effect, a secret act of Congress, with regard to the 
navy,” and to “act under, and be subject t6, thë orders of said 
commissioners, or any tibo of them,” until farthér orders are re- 
édived from the Departoiént.” The order directed to Captain 
Moore, by name, was ñot received by him, until after the arri- 
__ val óf the Cothinissionérs at New Orleans, who had been charged 
with the duty of carrying owt the “secret act” in regard to the 


sa 


356 


navy; they, therefore found him, witha any disobedience of 
that order, in command of the navy—and,.as such, ‘they ad- 
dressed a letter to him, enclosing the second order of the same 
date, directing him to report to them, with as little delay as prac- 
ticable, in obedience to that order. Here, then, were two orders 
of the same date—the one directed, personally, to Captain Moore; 
the other directed to the “officer in command of the navy. k 
The one ordering him to leave the vessels under eommand of 
the senior officer - present, and report to’ the Department, as his 
presence was necessary; before final action was taken upon the 
secret act respecting the navy, and the other showing that, that 
action had already been taken, by placing the vessels under the 
authority and charge of the commissioners, and directing him to 
report to them, and to act under, and be subject to, their order. 
if a proper and reasonable construction of both of these orders 
should show them to be equally imperative in their character, 
then there might exist some doubt on the mind, as to which one 
Captain Moore was bound to obey ‘They are both directed to 
him, as he was in command, without having disobeyed any pre. 
vious order, when they were both received © and it is, therefore, 
only by such construction, and a just application of the circum- 
stances connected with the issuing and reception of them, that 
it can be ascertained to which he. was bound to render obedi- 
ence, The first gives the reason why it. was issued, to wit :— 
that his presence was necessary at the Department, before final 
action was taken respecting the navy: it is therefore.reasonable 
to infer, that but for this reason, the order would not have been 
given. The second shows that the reason no longer existed, 
and that his presence was no longer necessary at. the Depart- 
ment, for the purpose mentioned, as the final action had then 
been taken, by turning the vessels over to the commissioners, 
and instructing them as to their future disposition. If, then, 
there was nothing elsé in the latter order showing that the first 
was rescinded by it, this fact would clearly demonstrate it, as the 
sole reason upon which the first was predicated, was removed 
by the subsequent action of the Department, and the subsequent 
rder issued in conformity with that action. 

But there are other things connected with this seeond order, 
which leave no doubt upon the minds of the undersigned, as to 
its effect, in a and rescinding the previous order 
of the same date. tain Moore was in command of the navy 
at the time of the alle of the commissioners in New Orleans, 
as the order, directing him to turn over the command to another, 
was hot received previous to their arrival, and. they, (the com- 
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inissioners) having the authority to do so, and to, take any and 
all the steps. which: they tt igh nt deem necessary, in regard io the 
vessels, thought proper to regard him in that light—to commu. 
nicate with him as such—to furnish | him with the second order, 
and to require from him, the performance of duties imposed by 
order, on the “officer in command of the nazy.?~ Phe un- 

ers pned, therefore, cannot view the second order in any other 
light than ‘as rescinding the first one of the same date; aud, 
consequently, the alleged disobedience of the first. is an assump- 
tion ulisustained by facts, and seems to have been resorted to as 
an after thought, brought forward as an assistant prop to sup- 
port the subsequent order of dismissal from the service. 

‘The 5th charge is, that captain Moore was guilty of “treason,” 
inl entering into a compact with the authorities of- Yucatan; 
without the sanction or knowlesge of this government. 
_ ‘Treason is defined by the constitution, to consist in levying 

war against the Republic, or- in adherin ng to its enemies, giving. 

them aid and support, and if captain Moore be guilty of this 
offence, it must be for a violation of that provision which forbids 
giving to the enemies of the Republic aid and support; for no 
one has pretended to charge him with levying war against the 
Republic. ‘To determine then, whether or not he was guilty of 
the charge, it is necessary to ascertain what was the positicn oc- 
cupied by Yucatan, in reference to this country, as well as to 
Mexico, at the time the arrangement was efitered into between 
captain Moore and c-lonel Peraza at New Orleans, on the 11th 
February. 1843. At that time and for a long time previous; a 
“war was notoriously known to exist between the State of Yuca- 
_tan and the Government of Mexico, which war was prosecuted 
for the same purpose, and had the same-end in view, which onr, 
own’ country was seeking to accomplish, im the war which she 
was waging against Mexico. At the same time the authorities 
of Yucatan and Texas were keeping up and encouraging the | 
most friendly relations toward each other, and had on other oč- 
casions entered into stipulations, supposed to be for the mutual 
benefit of both, in the prosecution of the war against their cotn- 
mon enemy. “These stipulations and agreements had been sub- 
. mitted to the Congress of this nation and that body, so far from 
condemning or disapproving them refused to recal the Navy, 
which was then at sea, and co-operating with the forces of Yu- 
catan, under them, `` 

If then the entering into stich arrangements with the author: 
ities of Yucatan, be fieasonuble, the former administration was 
guilty of that offence ‘and the Congress by sustaining the mease 
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wes of that administratioti in this particulai, not only connived 
at treasonable practices, butactually became participants in them, 
by failing to adopt the necessary measures, to put a stop to their 
further progress. Asa proof however, that these arrangements 
ware not considered treasonable, even by the present adminis- 
tration, captain Moore continued his operations in connection 
with the forces of Yucatan for some time after the present Ex- 
ecutive came into office, and upon reporting his proceedings to 
the Department, he was informed, under date of April 14, 1842, 
that his proceedings were approved. In addition to this, there 
is not one word in all the correspondence between the Depart- 
ment and captain Moore, anterior to the time when the commis- 
sioners wére sent to New Orleans to take charge of the vessels, 
which seems to inhibit the renewal of the arrangement with 
Yucation, while there is much to indicate that the renewal was 
not only anticipated, but desired. Besides. for the money receiv- 
ed trom Yucatan under these arrangements, captain Moore was 
held to strict accountability by this government, and one of the 
alledged grounds for his dismissal {rom office, is that he had 
not acconnted for monies thus received, which would hardly 
have been alledged if it had been obtained by treasonable inter- 
course. But that Yucatan was not considered as forming any 
part of the territory of the enemy, is evidently shewn by the 
President’s proclamation of a blockade of the whole coast of the 
enemy, and from which the coast of Yucatan is excluded. A- 
part however, trom all these considerations the undersigned be- 
lieve, there never was an instance in civilized warfare, where 
two states were at war with one common enemy, that they did 
not avail themselves as far as eircu:nstances permitted, of the 
aid and assistance of éach other, indamaging the common foe, 
and this too, in most instances, without any agreement or com- 
pact between their respective Governments to that effect: nor 
` is there an instance ou record within the knowledge of the un- 
dersigned, where belligerant nations have failed to avail them- 
selves of the intestiné wars carried on in the enemie’s country, 
where it could be done to advantage. In no point of view, 
therefore, can the undersigned perceive the.propriety of the 
charge of treason against captain Moore; founded upon the ar- 
rangements entered into with colonel Peraza—arrangements 
which were certainly greatiy to the benefit of this country at 
that particular crisis. and which it is believed would have re- 
sulted in permanent and lasting advantages to the nation, had 
they not been so untimely checked by the acts of the Govern: 
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ment, and the extraordinary proceeding resorted to, for the pur. 
pose of carrying out those acts. 

The 6th charge is that captain Moore was guilty of murder, 
in causing to be executed on the 26th of April 1843, certain 
mutineers who had been condemned by acourt martial, alledged 
to haye been illegally assembled, atter he had received an order 
issued on the Ist of March,.1843, suspending him frem the 
command of the Navy, and directing him to report to the De- 
partment of War and Marine in arrest. ; 

On the 15th September, 1842, the Department addressed a 
letter to captain Moore, enclosing a requisition upon the Gov- 
ernor of Louisiana for the mutineers alluded to in this charge, 
and then adds —“Upon the delivery of the prisoners to you, or 
as soon thereafter as the testimony of the witnesses can be pro- 
cured, you will order a court martial for their trial, in the pros- 
ecution of which, the regulations of the service, afid the laws 
of the land will be strictly enforced.” Here then was a positive 
order to convene a court marfial for the trial of these men, and 
to cause the regulations o° the service and the laws of the land 
to be stri: tly enforced against them, These regulations and 
laws imposed upon them the penalty of death, if found guilty 
of the offences charged against them—they were found guilty 
and suffered accordingly. But it is said, the court which tried 
them was illegally assembled, as the officer ordering it was sus- 
pended from the command at the time, and had no right to give 
the order In the first place the objection, in the opinion of the 

“undersigned, is without force so far as regards the legality of 
the court, because the order fer it emanated from the Depart- 
ment of War and Marine, and was only executed by the officer 
in command; and had captain Moore in point of fact been sus- 
pended from the command at the time, the person who superce- 
ded him would have been bound to have carried it out and the 
court when assembled, no matter by whose instrumentality, 
would have been assembled in virtue of the order from the 
Department. i . 

But the undersigned cannot discover from the testimony 
that captain Moore was suspended from the command, It is 
true he had received an order from the Department suspend- 
ing him, bnt in that.order there was no person designated to 
whom the command’ should be giyen, and according ‘to the 
law and the regulatiogs of the service, he could not give up the 
command and leave the vessels, until some other person had 
presented. himself with authority to relieve him, and take charge 
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@i them. ` The order therefore was for this reason ee 
t there is other aud stronger evidence, shewing that he wa 
wiy in command of the vessels at the time the court was eon: 
zeued for the trial of these men. By the order of the 22d Jan., 
ne was informed that the e:tire control ‘of the squadron had 
been given to the Commissioners, by the President, dnd he was 
directed to obey their orders and instructions, and if the order 
of the 2ist of March 1843, operated atthe time of its reception 
in suspending him, he was immediately afterwards restored to 
the command, by the Coinussioners, with the view of sectiring 
his ‘services in bringing the vessels to Galveston , and being re- 
stored, he was as much bound to carry out his previous orders, 
as though no such suspension had ever- taken place. It is the 
opinion ‘of theu udersigned therefore, founded.upon the testimo- 
ny submitted to them, that captain Moore was in command of 
the squadron by lawful authority at the time the Court Martial 
was convened for the trial of these mutineersand that he eontin- 
ued in command. under and by virtue of the same authority, un- 

til the arrival of the vessels in Galveston in July following. 

The 7th and last charge is. that captain Moore was guilty of 
piracy, in crnizing upon the. high seas with armed -Vessels, un- 
der the flag of this nation while under suspension and arrest.. 

Without investigating this new and singular species of pira- 
cy—a species which seems to have escaped the knowledge of 
most if not all the elementary writers on international law, the 
undersigned deem it only necessary to say, that the facts sub- 
mitted to them, do not sustain the charge. They have already 
shewn that captain Moore was in command of the squadron by 
the authority of the Commissioners, which command. conferred 
as it was, by lawful authority, was a full and entire removal, for 
the time being, of the suspension and arrest, which was intend. 
- ed to be imposed by the order of the 21st of March, 1843. It 
is true, when the command was conferred upon captain Moore, 
by the ‘Commissioners, or in other words, when he was retained 
in the command by them, it was mainly for the purpose of 
bringing the vessels safely to the port of Galveston, but the evi- 
dence abundantly shews. that after the sailing of the squadron 
from New Orleans, he had full and ample authority from the 
Senior Commissioner, who was authorized to act in the absence 
of the others, to proceed on the cruize, which has since been 
denounced as a piratical-one, and this authority; in the 6pinion 
of the undersigned, fully exonerates captain Moore from all 
blame in reference to that eruize. ~- - T 

But whether captain Moore were guilty of treason, murder 
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and piracy, or not;it forms no justificction, in the opinion of 
the undersigned, for the violation of a positive statute in dishon- 
orably dismissing him from the service without a trial, or an 
opportunity of: defending a reputation acquired by severe toils. 
privations and hardships, in sustaining the honor-and glory of 
the flag under which he ‘had sailed and fought. If he were 
gùilty, the courts of his country were open “for his trial and 
punishment, and he should immediately upon? his return have 
been turned over to those Tribunals; and if not guilty, it was 
worse than cruel, thus to have branded. with infamy, and dis- 
grace a name heretofore bright and unsullied on the pages of 
our history ; and to have driven from our shores, as an ontcast 
upon the world, one whose long and well tried services, all ¢ ap- 
preciate and approve. 

The undersigned therefore, recommend the adoption of the 
accompanying resolution. 


JOHN RUGELEY, 

JAMES WEBR, 

: WM. L. HUNTER, 

H. KENDRICK, 

J. W. JOHNSON, : 
LEVI JONES. 


Mr. Davis, moved to lay the Report upon-the table.- 
Lost. 
Mr. Jones of Gonzales, sore to suspend the rule, to place 
- the bill upon its second reading. 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus, : 
Ayes—Méssrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, Joñes 
òt Gonz., Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgom- 
ery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, and Ward—22. 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Cuney. Darnell, Davis, Ed- 
wards, ‘Hrath, Head, Henderson, Jasper, Lott, Meany; Row-` 
lett, Stamps, and Truit—15. 
Lost, aud the House- refused to suspend the rule. 
. M. Jasper offered the following resolution. 
! Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Republic 
+ of Texas in Congress assembled: That the committee on Pub- 
° lie Printing, c contract for the printing of one hundred copies o 
5 the Report of the Naval Committee, on the memorial of Com 
» mander J, T. K. Lothrop, and one hundred copies of the repor 
of said committee, on the memorial of E. W. Moore; to be fur 
nished this House on the 28th of this month, F 
UU 
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On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, the “28th” was striken 
out, and the “29th” inserted. 
fe Mr. Henderson, offered the following amendment : 
d Between thè words “the” and “naval committee” insert fmi. 
? nority of” 
i Rejected, 
$o Mr, Erath, offered the following amendments ; 
; “That the Gentlemen making the Counter Report, may 
5 have the same printed at the same time, notwithstanding said 
i Counter Report may not have been readin the House.” 
: Rejected. 
Mr. Jasper, offered the following amendment : 
In 5th line strike out after report im the 4th line “of” and in- 
' sert “irom” and after “committee” in 5th line, insert “made to 
™ this House on the morning of the 29th,” and in 7th line strike 
out “of said” and insert “from.” 
Adopted, 
~, Mr. Jones of Gonzales, offered the following amendments : 
Strike out “Congress assembled.” 
Adopted. 
Mr. Jones of Gonzales, offered the following amendments : 
Strike out “Congress assembled.” 
Adopted. : 
Mr. Jones of Gonzales effered the following amendment : 
« Strike out all that part in reference to printing the Report in 
: gelation to Commander Lothrop. 
Adopted. 
Mr. Henderson, ofiered the following amendments : 
“Be it further enacted, That the committee alse be instruc- 
* ted to contract for the priating of the same number of the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of War and Nayy made to the 8th 
Congress.” 
Mr. Green. offered the following amendment to Mr. Hender- 
= son’s amendment : 

“Also, the estimates Nos. 1. 2,3 and 4; and Commodore 
Moore’s estimate of the cost of the sailing, fighting and keeping 
in ordinary said navy, herewith submitted.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Coilins offered the following amendment: 

i Insert after “1, 2, 3and 4,” “and all other documents con- 
nected with the report. ? 
a Rejected. f ` 
‘ Question on the adoption of Mr. Henderson's. amendments, 
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Darnell, Davis, Gage; Green, Hagler, Henderson, January, 
Johnston, Johnson, Jones ot Gonzales, Lott, Means, Ogden, 
Paschal, Person, Philli lips, Rabb. ‘Rowlett, Truit and Ward—25. 
-Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Edwards, Erath, Head, Jas sper, 
Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, and Stamps—9. 
“Amendment adopted; 
Mr. Kendrick moved to strike out “one hundred, ” and insert 
250.” Lost. 
Question on the adoption of the original resolution, as amended, 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus : 


( _ Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 


Davis, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Jasper, John- 
ston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgo- 
mery, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett and Ward—23.. 

Noes-— Messrs. Bourland, Darnell, Edwards, Erath, Head, 
Henderson, Lott, Means, Ogden, Person, Stamps and Truit—12, 
Resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Paschal, the rule was suspended, "a 
for the protection of the western and south-western frontier, 
was taken up, and read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the rule was further 
stispended, the bill read a second time, ahd referred to a select 
committee. 

Whereupon, the following committee was appointed: Messrs. 
Phillips, Jones of Gonzales, Paschal, Cazneau and Grammont. 


On motion of ‘Mr. Green, the House adjourned until half- 
past 2 o'clock, P. m. 


HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCK P. M. 


The House met—roll called—quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill, entitled an act amendatory of the several acts incorporating 


the city of Houston, on its second reading, from the Judiciary 
Committee, with amendments. 


First amendment—After the word “Taxes,” in the 2d sec- 
tion, in the 6th line, add sor licenses,” 

Adopted. 

Second amend ment-—additional section, 

“Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act ghall be so 


The ayes and noes being called for on the same, stood thus: 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, 
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construed, as to allow said board of Aldermen to levy a-licertsé 
tax upon the venders of the produce of the country alone; and 
in all cases, the corporation change notes shall be taken i in ‘Pays 
ment of the direct and license taxes, at par oY 

Adopted ; and,. l : 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was EN the 
bill read a third time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the vote was ré-considered, placing 
the bill on its third reading. 

On motion, the vote; adopting the second amendment, Was 
re-considered. 

Mr. Davis offered the following ameno meni to the second 
amendment: - 

“And shall not be tendered for any other purpose, except im 
payment of the direct. and license taxes of said corporation.” 

Adopted. , 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

The select committee, A. H. Phillips, chairman, to. whom was’ 
referred a bill for the protection of the western and south-wes- 
tern frontier, reported the same back to the House, with amend- 
ments, and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among thé orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
for the protection‘of the western and south-western frontier, was 
taken up on its second reading, from the select committee, ‘with 
amendments. % 

Amendments—In Ist section, after the word “found,” in the 
Qd line from the bottom of the section, strike out all that follows, 
and insert the following: “to the citizens of this Republic, and 
not in arms against the Government at the time of the arrest, 
but guilty of any treasonable offence, said commander shall de- 
liver such person or persons to the civil authorities: those who 
are not eitizens, aud are guilty of auy evil practices and designs 
against this Government, shall be subject to any peneny said 
court-martial may deem proper- to inflict. 3 

Adopted, 

In second section, strike out the word “conjointly,” i in the 3d 
line, and insert “concurrently.” Strike out “justice,” and-in- 
sert “justices.” Strike out the MEA P BERAN ” and insert oe 4 

Adopted. 
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In section 3d, in 4th line, strike out. “the said,” and. ingert 
tisaid 2? ' Adopted.’ l 
In section 4th, second line from the end of the section, strike 
out the word “treason,” and insert the word “evil.” 
Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Philli ips, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a 3d time, and passed. d 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, fhe rule was siispended, and an 
act for the relief of George W. Smyth, &c., was takei up on its 
2d reading. 

Mr. Doom offered the following amendment : 

“Secrion 4. Be it further enacted, That that this act take 
effect from and after its passage.” 

Adopted: 

On motion of Mr. Doom, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Ou motion of Mr. Ogden, the rule was suspended,-bill read 
3d time, and passed. 

Dn motion of Mr, Jones, of Gonzales, the House went into 
secret session; and, after some time spent therein, the doors 
were again opened, 

Mr. Caldwell moved to suspend the rule, in order to take up 
a bill making appropriation for the support ‘of the Government; 
_ for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, with 
amendments. 

Lost: 

Wir. Jones, of Gonzales, by leave, introduced an act to amend 
‘a Supplementary act, entitled an act supplementary to an act, 
entitled an act to raise a revenue by impost duties, approved 
27th January, one thousand eight hundred, and forty-two. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the rule Was suspended, 
the bill read a 2nd time, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, A. H. Phillips, 
chairman, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief 
of Josiah G. Beatty, and others, reported the same back to the 
House, and recom.uended its passage.- 

Which report was received, and bill laid ipod the table, to 
éome up among the orders of the day. . 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and á 
joint resolution for the relief of Josiah G. Beatty, and others; 
was taken up on its second reading. . 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the bill was ordered to be er- 
gróssed. 
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On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the tule was suspended, bill read 
Bd time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of a bill to amend the several acts grant: 
ing donations of lands to emigrants, and 

“A bill for the relief of McKinney & Williams. 4 

On motion of Mr. Stamps, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
to be entitled an act to provide for removing ahd fixing the 
‘county seat of justice for the county of Washington, with amend- 
ments by the Senate, was taken up. 

Amendment—amend caption, by striking out “removing and.” 

5th section—strike out ‘J. W. Brister?’ and insert “Wm. A. 
Buster.” 

Same section, strike out “Farquier,” and insert “Farquaher.” 

Same section, strike out “John,” and insert “Joshua,” so as to 
read “Joshua Graham.” - 

Amendments to 4th section—after the word “provided,” in- 
sert “any one place shall have received a majority of all the 
votes polled, in said election; but in the event no one place 
shall have received a majority, as aforesaid, then, and in that 
case, it shall be the duty of the chief justice, to proceed to or- 
der another election, after giving notice as in the first instance, 
putting in nomination the two places that have received the 
greatest number of votes; which election shall be coducted, and 
the returns made as heretofore provided}; and the place then re- 

ceiving the highest number of votes, shall be declared the coun- 
ty Seat of justice: provided.” 

Amendment concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the vote taken on yesterday, 
rejecting an act to provide the mode of serving process or notice, 
in certain cases, was re-considered ; and, 

On motion, the bill was referred to a select committee. 

_ Whereupon, the following committee was appointed, Messrs. 
Henderson, Ward, Phillips, “Ogden and Edwards. 

On motion of Mr, Bourland, a bill, amendatory to an act pre- 
scribing the manner of trying ‘titles fo lands, was made the spe 
cial order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Caldwell moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, Monday 
next. Lost. 

Mr, Erath moved to adjourn until 7 o’elock, P. m. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until halt 
past 9 o'clock, Monday morning: 
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Wasuineron January 29, 1844. 


"The House met.pursuant to adjournment, _--- 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
` heir names, Viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cuney, Darnell, Davis 
Doom, Edwards, Gage, Grammont, Head, Head, Henderson, 
. Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, 

Means, Ogden, Paschal, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and 
Ward. - 2 

Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Hogg offered the petition of Ransom Howard. 

A message was received from the President, through his pri- 
wate secretary Mr. W. D. Miller; also, 

Transmitting an. act for the relief of Wm. G. Cooke, with his 
objections thereto in writing. . 

Mr. Hogg by leave, introduced a Joint resoltion for the relief 
of Ransom Howard, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Hogg moved the suspension of the rule, to place the bill 
on its 2d reading. Lost. 

The committee on Finance, James H.. Johnston, chairman 
to whom was referred, an act to amend a supplementary act en- 
‘titled an act supplementary to an act entitled an act to raise a 
revenue by impost duties, approved 27th January, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two; reported the same back to the 
House and recommended its passage; ` 

- Which teport was received and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. : 

The committee on Military Affairs, Thomas J. Green, one of 
said committee, to whom was referred the petition of Joseph 
Weeks, reported the same back to the House by a bill for his 
relief, which was read a first time. . ; 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills: , 

- + A joint resolution moving thé Custom House of the district 
of Calhoun. l 

A joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Terrell. 

A. joint resolution for the relief of Jeremiah Tinnan. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of captain Ro- 
. bert Oliver, dee’d.; and 
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A Nae resolution for the relief of Mary Johnston. 

‘They also passed the following bills and joint resolutions, with 
amendments, 

Au act to provide the mode of settling the claims of credi- 
tors of the estates of deceased persons in “certain cases. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Tuomas W. Ward. 

à bill to be entitled an aet to authorize Sylvanus Dunham 
to establish a ferry across the Matagorda Bay. 

u act allowing district attorneys ten per cent on all monies 
collected by them on Government liabilities. 

An act to repeal in part and to amend an act regulating the 
duties of Probate Courts, aud the settlement of successions, 
passed at the 4th Congress aud approved 6th February, one 
thousand eight hi andred and forty; and 

An act regulating elections, 

The committee on engrossed bills, made the following reports; 
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CoMMITTEE-ROOM, 
January 29th, 1844. 
To the Honorable . 
`  NSpeaker-of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on engrossed bills have examined, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Josiah G. Beatty: 

An act for the relief of G. W. Smith, &c. 

An act supplementary to an act amending the several acts in- 
corporating the'city of Houston. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the transcribing of the 
records of the county of Milam; and 

A biil to ensure the assessment of the taxable property of the 
Republic, and the collection of the direct taxes, and for other 
purposes, aud find the same correctly engrossed. 

JAMES H. JOHNSTON, 
Chairman, 


Commirren Room, 
January 27th, 1844. 
Fo the Hon. R. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined, 
An act to alter the time of holding the District Court in the 
county of Colorado ard find the same correctly engrossed. 
JAMES H. JOHNSTON, 
Chairman. 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 29th, 1844. 


Hon. R. SCURRY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on engrossed bills have examined an act re- 
quiring the auditor to audit certain claims therein named, and 


. find the same correctly engrossed. 
WM. H. BCURLAND, 
One of the committee, 


Mr. Head by leave introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
incorporate the Wheelock College. Read Ist time. 4 

On motion, the rule was suspended bill read 2d time and re. 
ferred to the committee on education. l 

Mr. Davis moved to suspend the rule to take up a bill to re- 
duce the tax upon neat cattle. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 

to wit: ; 
Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Edwards, 
Erath, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Head, Henderson, January, 
Johnson, Lott, Maverick, Means, Ogden, Rabb, Rowlett and 
Stamps—20. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cazneau, Doom, 
Green, Hogg, Jasper, Monigomery, Paschal, Person, ‘Truit and 
Ward—13. . ; 

Carried, and bill placed among. the orders of the day. 

Mr. Davis moved to suspend the rule to take up the bill. 

Lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved to take upa bill for the relief of setlers 
in good faith, and to amend an act to provide the mode of trying 
titles to land, &c., with amendments of the committee, on gd 
reading. - 

Amendments. Strike out 4th section, - Rejected. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following amendment to 4th section. ° 

“Provided that the defendaut to entitle him to the beneiit of 
this section, shall show that he has paid the taxes due on tue 
land claims by said defendant, during his occupancy of the 


same.” Adopted. 
Mr. Henderson moved to pass the bill to a third reading. 


Carried, 
On motion of Mr. Henderson the rule was suspended, and 


. dill.read’a third time. 
VV 
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The ayes and noes being called for on its final passage stood 
thus: | 
Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Erath, Grammont, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, January, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, ‘Lott, 
Means, Ogden, Paschil, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward—2s. . | 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Edwards, Gage, Green, 
Jasper, Maverick and Montgomery—s8. i 

Carried and bill passed. ` i 

Mr Cazneau by leave, presented the petition of J. F. Gravis, 
, which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. . 

A joint resolution for the- relief of E W. Moore, being the 
special order of the day for 3 o’clock, was takén up; and 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, laid upon the table until the 
report of the remainder of the committee was received, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill making an appropriation for 
- the support of the government for the year one thousand eight 

hundred and forty-four, with amendments of the committee on 
Finance, was taken up on 2d reacing. 

ist.amendment, For pay and mileage of members of the 8th 
Congress. Strixe out “fifteen thousand dollars,” and -insert 

“six thousand.” Adopted. 

For contingent expenses of Executive department. Strike 
out “three thousand dollars” and insert “two thousand dollars” 

Adopted. 

əd. Amendment. Fill the blank for post office department 
for carrying mails. &c., with “twelve thousand dollars.” 

Mr. Barnard offered an amendment, insert “sixteen thousand 
dollars. Rejected. i 

The amendment of committee filling the blank with “twelve 
thousand dollars, adopted. so 

Ath. Amendment. For contingent expenses of the Treasu- 
ry department. Strike out “five hundred dollars,” and insert 
“three hundred dollars,” Adopted, 

5th. Amendment. For contingent expenses of the depart- 
ment of War and Navy. Strike out “one thousand dollars,” 
and insert “six handred dollars.” Adopted. 

6th. Amendment, For contingent expenses of the Attorney 
General’s department. Strike out “two hundred dollars,” and 
insert ‘one hundred dollars.” Adopted. ; 

7th. Amendment. For contingent expenses of the land office. 
Strike out “three hundred dollars,” and insert “five hundred 
dollars,” tor the pay of porterage, fire wood, repairs~ot. office 


; er diel a 


eame meree mema RT EP NT e 


ara. ai 


EE I EEE E E O PEE AEE E TEE E ANE EEIE AN E EAA ar oae ee EN ee 


3FL 


and stationary, aid eight hundred dollars for the pay of survey- 
ang land scrip, and ‘four hundred dollars for the*pay of connect- 
ing surveys, and twelve hundred dollars for the pay of county 
maps, and fourteen hundred dollars for the pay of two assistant 
elerks. ‘The foregoing contingent expenses of the Land Office, 
are not to be.allawed or paid except the office is Képt open -for 
the transaction of business. 

8th. Amendment. Strike out-“for compensation for twenty- 
one clerks employed ‘in the various departments and bureaus, 
fifteen thensand dollars,” and insert “for compensation of fifteen 
‘clerks, eleven thousand. dollars, to wit: five clerks for the Land 
Office; three clerks for the State Department; two clerks for 
the Treasury department; one clerk fer the comptroller; two 
clerks for the post office department; two. clerks for the War 
and Navy department, and one clerk for the Auditor’s depart- 
ment. f 


Mr. Henderson, offered the following amendment : 
“And thatthe Clerks be allowed the same pay affixed for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-three.” 


-The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
viz : : 
Ayes—Messrs. ‘Bourland, Barnard, Doom, Green, Hagler, 
Henderson, January, Jasper, Means, Paschal, and Rowlett—11. 

Noes-~Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnell 
Davis, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Head, Hogg, 
Jehuson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Mont- 


-gomery, Ogden,fPerson, Phillips, Rabb, Truitt and Ward—24. 


Lott, and amendment rejected. - 

Mr. Barnard, offered the following.amendment : 
_ &Provided, that Chief Clerks shall receive in Exchequer 
Bills, at the rate of eight hundred dollars per annum each, and 
assistatıt clerks, seven hundred and thirty-three. dollars and 
thirty-three cents, each.” 

Rejected, and the amendment of the committee adopted, 
_ Ninth Amendment. Seventh section; amend so as to read . 
“or from their appointment.” 

Adopted. 


A additional Section. 
“Bett further enacted, that the sum of five ‘thousand dol- 


Jars be appropriated to,pay for public printing ; so much of the 
same to be paid to Cruger & Moore, the public printers, elected 
‘by the present. Gongress, as may be necessary to pay for the 
Ptititing-of the laws and journals of the 8th Congress; and the 
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i 4 
esidue, if any, to be , applied to the payment of the balance due: 

r printing the laws and journals of the fifth Congress.” 

Adopted. 

Additional Section : 

“Be it further enacted, that the sum of fifteen hundred — 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to pay the bal- 
ance of salary due M. B. Lamar, late President. of the Repub- 
lic ; and the farther sum of eleven: hundred and forty-eight dol. 
lars, balance due D. G. Burnett, late Vice President of the Re- 
public.” as 

Adopted. . i 

Additiona! Section : 

Be it further enacted, That the clerks, sergeant-at-arms and 
door-keepers, of the present Congress, shall receive six dollars 
per diem for their services, and the sum of three thousand four 
hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated for 
that purpose.” 

The ayes and noes being called for ‘on: its adoption, stood 
thus, viz : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazrieau, Cu-. 
ney, Darnell, Doom, Erath, Green, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
January. Jasper, Johnson, "Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lott, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Row- 
lett, Stamps and Ward—27, 

Noes—- Messrs. Barnard, Davis, Fidwards, Hogg, Means, and 
Truit—6. r` 

Carried, and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Caldwell, offered the following amendment. 

Strike out section third, making an appropriation to pay 
James Riley $793. - 

The ayes and noes being called for on its adoption, stood 
thus > 

- Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Green, Hagler, 
January, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, -Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal and Phtlips—I3. 

‘Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath, 
Gage, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lott, Means, Ogden, Rabb, 
Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—18. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, offered. the following amendments : 

“Beit further enacted, That an act supplementary to an 
act entitled : “An act to abolish certain offices therein named, 
and to fix the salaries of the officers of the civil list, and cer- 
tain others therein named, and for other purposes,- approved 5th 
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Fe ebruary, one thousand eight hundred and forty- -two,” be, and 
the same is hereby repealed , and the Clerks of the various De- 
partments except Custom House clerks, shall receive the pay 
allowed them by law, in specie or specie funds.” 

- The ayes and noes being called -for on its adoption, stood thus, 
VIZ: 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cu 
hey, Doom, Grammont, Hag! er, Henderson, January, Jones o 
. Gonzales, Kendriek, Maverick, Montgomery, Philips, Rabb 

Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—19. 

Noes——Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Davis, Edwarks, Erath, 
Gage, Green, Head, Hoge, Johnson, Lott; Means, Ogden, Pas- 
ehal, Person and Truit--16.° ` 

Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Rowlett offered the following amendment : 


t Be tt fur ther enacted, That the sum of dollars be, and 
the saine is hereby, appropriated, for the pay of a translator of 
the Castillian language, to be paid ont quarterly, for the time 

-employed in said Service, by said translator.” 

Mr. Darnell offered the following amendment, fo the amend- 
ment of Mr Rowlett: . 

“Provided it shall become necessary.” , 

Rejected. , 

` Question on the adoption of the amendment of Mr Rowlett: 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood as follows; 
viz: 

` Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Ed wards, 
Lott. Phillips, Rowlett and Truit—9. 

Noes— Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Davis, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Hag! et. Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jan- 
uary, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Means, 
Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Rabb, Stamps ahd Ward 
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Amendment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill passed toa third read- 
ing. 

A message was received from ‘his Excellency, the President, 
through his private secretary, Mr. W. D. Miller, returning a 
joint resolution for the relief Col, J. ©. Neill, with his objections; 
in writing. 


. Qn motion of Mr..Henderson the veto message, , ahove-men- 
tioned, was taken up and read, viz: 
£ 
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_ Executive Department, } 
‘Wasuine'ron, Jan. 29th, 1844. 


To the Honorable, the House of Representatives : 


Were the Executive not so. deeply impressed with the im: 
poverished_ condition of the Government, in regard to its fi- 
nanzes, and were he not fully aware of the struggles which 
mist cons-qnently be encountered. to preserve its existence, he 
might then permit his feelings of ae for those who had 
served the country dong and well, and his sympathies for-their 
sufferings, to influence his action as the chief magistrate of a 
generous people. But now our circumstances are such as to 
enforée a pon him aconurse absolutely necessary, as he conceives, 
for maintaining even the semblance of a government. Were 
the ntimerous bills for private relief, which have already:been 
presented -to him for approval, to become laws, the aggregate 
sum appropriated would so much over- -burthen the financial 
ability of the nation, as fo cripple aud embarrass its government 
to a very Serious extent. 

For these reasons, aside from the want of some very Import: 
ant provisions, toenable the officers of the Treasury Depart: 
mnt to act advisedly, both as to the object of the appropriation 
and anthority to andit, the Executive is compelled to return the 
bill “for the relief of Col. J. C. Neill? to the House in which it 
orizinaled, without his signature. if however. the Hon. Cou» 
grass should not concur in the reas ns assigned for withholding 
his aporoval fro.n this, and othet bills for ‘private relief, ıt will 

only require the same majority. in both houses, to over rule his 
negative, that originally passed them. under (hat provision of the 
Constitution which declares that “no appropriations shall be 
made, for private or local purposes, unless tivo-thirds of each 


House conċur in such appropriations.” 
SAM HOUSTON, 


Mr. Green moved the passage of the bill over the. veto of the 
President, 

Tae ayes and noes being taken thereon, stood thus: 
ea ge tara Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caznean , Criney, 
Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, Head, Hender- 
son, Hogg, January, Johnson, "Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Maverick c, Montgo-nery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, 
‘Stamps and Watd—27. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Darhell, Edwards, Lott, Means. and 
Truit—6. Sothe bill passed. - ies 
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. On motion of, Mr, Cazneau, a message from his Excellency, 
the President, was taken up and read, as follows: 


J 


Executive DEPARTMENT, ? 


jet g o Washington, Jan. 27th, 1844. § 
To the Honorable the House of Representatives : 


ln compliance with a resolution of your Hon. Body, I here 
with transmit éstimates from the Department of War and Ma™ 
yiné—lIst, for the amount required to support the navy at sea- ¿ 
tor one year: 2d, for the amount required to keep the vessels in 
ordinary, for twelve months; and 3d, for the amount required, 
per month, to maintain a watch on board for their preservation, 
in the harbor of Galveston—for this latter purpose, the imme- 
diate action of Congress is imperatively necessary. 

From the report ofthe lieutenant commanding the naval sta- 
tion at Galveston, (an extract from which is herewith sent) it 
‘will be seen, that“tnless the necessary provision is soon made, ‘? 
for taking care of our public vessels, they will be abandoned, + 
and in that event, inevitaily be lost to the country. . : 

The estimates now fiirmished, are made upon the lowest pos- s 
sible scale, which could serve any useful purpose. ; 

; i SAM HOUSTON. r 
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- On motion of Mr. Bourland, the message of the President, 
returning the bill tor the relief of Col. Wm. G. Cooke, was tak- ; 
en up aud read, viz; 3 


Ld 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Jan. 27th, 1844. 


To the Honorable, 


- The House of Representatives : 


` The Executive regrets to find himself under the necessity of 
withholding his assent from the Bill, for the relief of Wm. G. 
Cooke, late acting Quarter Master General: the reasons which 
impel him to do so, are, as he conceives ef the most forcible 
character. 
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in the first place the Government never, promised those who 
should participate in the late campaign to the Rio Grande, any 
thing more than authority to march. Such ammunition and 
arms as could be furnished, and the spoils acquired from the 
euemy, according to the laws of civilized wartare. This fact is 
shown by the accompanying note fro.n the Secretary of War 
and Marine, which 1s intended to form a part of this message , 
and the published declarations of the Executive himself. “Tn 
an address to the people of Texas, dated July 1842, and , pub- 
lished in the newspapers of the day, the Executive remarked in 
reference to the contemplated expedition, that “the Govern- 
meut will promise nothing but authority to march, and such 
supplies of amunition as may be ueedful for the campaigne.— 
They must look to.the valley of the Rio Grande for rsmunera- 
tion. Tue Government will claim no portion of the spoils— 
they will be divided among the victors. The flag of Texas, 
will accompany the expedition.” l 
From thisit will be perceived that the Government was 
guarded against incurring any pecuniary responsibilities on ac- 
count of the campaigne. For this reason they were authorized 
to cross the Rio Graude “and make such reprisals upon Mexico 
as civitized and honorable warfare would justify in the rela- 
tions then existing with the common enemy.” | The Executive 
knew full well at that period, as he does now, thut the means 
of the country could not sustain the expense of the expedition, 
and hence he based his call to the citizen soldiers of the Repub- 
lic, upou what he believed to be their patriotic desire and readi- 
ness to engage in the undertaking, and because he knew the in- 
ability of te country to pay them for their services, he plainly 
told them they must look «for remuneration to the valley of the 
Rio Grande.” 
The Executive also objects to the bill becouse of the partiality 
which it manifests for the reliefof one only of those who 
equipped themselves and left their homes in the service of their 
country to theexclasion of all others, equally meritous. If the 
country is able to pay all these claims, let all be included. If 
not, then it would seem to be impartiality to pay one and not 
all It is just, that all should be regarded on the same footing, 
and the claims of no one prefered to those of all the rest, ‘The 
widdows and orphans of the brave and unfortunate decimated, 
have not petitioned Congress for pay or relief. Bn 
The Government has already had money to pay for property 
impressed, without authority, by order of the acting Quarter 
Master General, fromthe French Consul at Bexar, residing 


377 

there under the protection of the flag of his nation, This act 
was made the subject of complaint by the Charge d’ Affairs of 
the King ofthe French, to this Government, and although that 
Government has evinced the kindest feelings towards Texas, 
this outrage was one which could not be passed 6ver by its Re- 
presentative without suitable explanations by the authcrities of 
this country, as well as remuneration to the party injured, for 
the property taken without the sanction -of the Department of 
War. : 

The Executive is fully satisfied that the condition of our fi- 
nances do not justify these appropriations at this time. Many 
claims of equal merit and of much longer standing have been 
deferred until we should beable to meet them, and why not 
-this be treated in the same manner, however mnpleasant to the 
Government the course may be, necessity is a hard master, 
whose dictates must be followed. 1t is utterly out of the ques- 
tion to think of sustaining the Government, if we embarrass the 
existing currency, by these multiplied appropriations for indi- 
vidual relief. ‘To tte question of supporting the Government 
or relieving individuals there can be but this answer, that pri- 


vate benefit must give way to the general good. € 
SAM HOUSTON. 


Question on the passage of the bill over the veto of the Pre- 
sident. 


- Theayes and noes being taken thereon, stood thus, viz: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney. Davis, 
Doom, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, Henderson, January, 
Johnson, Jones of Gonz, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Paschal, Philips, Rabb, and Ward—21. 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Edwards, Erath, Head, Hogg, 
Means, Person, Stamps, and Truit—9. 

So the bill passed. : 

A, message was rezeived from the Senate, informing the ' 
House of the passage of the following bills : | 

A joint resolution for the relief of the Sherif of Houston 
County. l 

A joint resolution for the relief of Elisha Clapp and others. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to define the boundary line be- - 
tween the counties of Austin and Washington. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the Minute-men, created 
under an act approved February 4th, one thousand eight hun- 
dred ond forty-two. 

ww 
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Anacf to alter and amend the various acts relating to the 
duties of Chief Justices and: prescribing thé manner in’ which 
commissivis shall issue, with amendments. ` 

A joiht resolution, for the relief of A. B. Shelby, with amend: 
menfis. l 

An act to incorporate the Fannin Artillery of the city of 
Houston, with amendments. 

A bill to be entitled : “An act to open and ‘establish a Na- 
tional Road,” with amendments. 

An act to repeal an act regulating sales by judgment or 
decree of Probate Court or Court of Chancery, approved Jan. 
14th. one thousand eight hundred and forty- three, with amend- 
ments, was rejected by the Senate. 

They also, agreed to all the amendments’but one, to a bill 
for the protection. of the South Western Frontier. 
On motion of Mr. Edwards, the House adjourned until 3 o- 

‘clock, P. m. 


3 O’CLOCK, P. M. 
House met—roll called—quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the rule was suspended and a 
bill to authorize Sylvanus Dunham to establish a Ferry across 
the Matagorda Bay, was taken up, and the amendment of the 
Senate concurred in, 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill for the relief of A. B. Shelby, was taken up and the amend- 
ments of the Senate concurred in, 

On motion of Mr. Galdwell, a joint resolution for the relief of 
J.T. K. Lothrop, was taken up, and - 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to be entitled; “An act to open and establish a National 
Road,” was taken up, amendments of the Senate concurred in, 

Mr. Henderson, moved to take up all the billsfrom the Senate 
with cmendments. 

Carried. 

An act to incorporate the Fannin Artillery, was taken up, 

and the amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

An act to alter and amend the various acts regulating the du- 
ties ot Chief Justices, was taken up and the amendments of the 
Senate concurred in. 

An act to provide the mode of settling the claims of deceased 

ersons estates. g 

Amendments of the Senate concurred in. - 
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Joint xesolution for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward, was 
taken up and the amendments of the Senate disagreed to. 

An act allowing District Attorneys, ten per cent on all mo- 
niés collected by them, &c., amendments of the Senate concur- 
red in. l ee 

An act to repeal in part and to amend an act regulating the 
duties ‘of .Probate Courts, and the settlement of successions, 
passed at the 4th Congress and approved February 5th, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, was taken up, and the 
amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

A bül to alter and fix the duties on imposts, with the report 
of the joint committee of conference, was taken up. 

Question on the adoption of the report. 


The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus, to wit: 


Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Cuney. Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Gage, Grammont, 
Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, Johnson, Johnston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Og- 
den, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truit and Ward—31. 


Noes—Messrs. Erath, Head, January, Jasper and Paschal 
—5. Adopted. — 

A. message was received from his Excellency the President, 
through his private secretary, W. D. Miller, Esq., returning an 
act for the relief of Robert Pace; . 

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah N. Hubert; and 

A joint resolutien for the relief of Jonathan Bird, with his 
objections thereto in writing. | 

Mr. Darnell from a select conimittee, made a verbal report on 
a bill to prevent smuggling. — 

An act regulating elections, was taken up, with amendments 
from the Senate. The first and second amendments disagreed 
to, additional section concurred in, 4th amendment concurred 
In, z xs 

__An act to prohibit.slaves from carrying fire-arms, was taken 
up, and the amendments of the Senate disagreed to. si 

An act for the protection of the South-western Frontier was 
taken up, the Senate having concurred in all the amendments, 
but the last one; from which, Bae Bet 8 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House receded. 

An act to change a mail route therein named, was taken up 
and. the ambndments of the Senate-concurred in, 

‘A joint resotution tor the relief of midshipman, A. J. Brys 


fe 


. ant, was taken up with the amendments of the Senate. 
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On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the word “James” was strickers 
out, and “Terrence” inserted before “Hogan,” and the amend- 
ments of the Senate concurted in. - 

Mr. Collins from the joint naval committee, made the follow- 
ing report, viz: - 


A 


ral 


COMMITTEE Room, 


f Washington, Jannary 26th, 1844. 


The joint committee of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, to whom was referred the memorial of E. W. Moore, ac- 
companied with a book containing various letters and explana- 
tory remarks, &c., have had the same under consideration and 
the undersigned beg leave to submit the following..— 

That from the evidence they find the following facts, to wit: 
That on the 29th October, 1842, an order was issued from the 
proper anthority commanding captain Moore to report at Gal- 
veston with the vessels under his command, that this order was 
repeated again on the 5th November, 1842, on the t6th Novem- 
ber, 1842, it was again repeated; that on the 2nd December, 
1842, he was ordered to repair in person to the seat of Govern- 
rent, and that on the 2nd January, 1843, the same order was 
repeated, none of these orders as it appears from his own state- 
mient were complied with: the undersigned have examined the 
reasons that Induced this disobedience, and to their minds they 
are insufficient and unsatisfactory. On the 22iid January, 1843, 
the proper departinent notified post captain E. W. Moore, that 
his presence was necessary at the seat of Government, before 
final action, was taken on a secret law, to this he replied; that 
“final action having been taken on the secret act of Congress, 
it is of course unnecessary for me to proceed to the seat of Gov- 
ernment.” On the 27th February, the commissioners notified 
him of their arrival, and requested a report from him with as 
little delay as possible. Tt will be seen from the correspondence 
had with the commissioners, that captain Moore refused to re- 
cognize their authority, and in answer to a request- from the 
commissioners, to ascertain whether he was disposed to give, to ° 
them the possession of said vessels, “he replies to the effect, that 
having been placed in the command by the constituted author- 
ities of the country, that he would continue to exercise his au- 
thority in the command of which he was in the possession, un- 
til he was displaced by the constituted authorities of thé country, 
agreeably to the prescribed laws of the land.” And yet as soon 
thereaiter as the 2d June, he attempted to exonorate himself for 
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taking the coast of Yucatan ou his way to Galveston, in direct 
disobedience of the order of the Department, by claiming to act 
under and by the authority of the senior commissioner, colonel 
torgan. , = 
The undersigned cannot pass over the equivocation of cap- 
tain Moore in the explanatory remarks, accompatiying letter, 
No. 89, and directed to the “Commander J. T. K. Lothrop, of 
, the officer in command of the Navy,” Had post captain Moore 
been a subordinate officer, in the event of the refusal of captain 
Lothrop to take command, then in that case he might claitu the 
benefit of the words, “or officer in command,” but having been 
ordered ‘by a letter of sume cate, to repair to the seat of govern- 
ment. ‘The undersigned cannot see how the order to captain 
Lothrop of the same date as.the one conveying the order to cap- 
tain Moore, to repair in person.to the seat of Government con- 
flicted, or how order No. 89, could by possibility be construed 
to affect captain Moore. l 
The undersigned would also notice, that Capt. Moore seems 
to lay particular stress, in all his correspondence with the com- 
missioners, atid, ił- some, to the Dept., on certain sealed orders 
issued to him by the Department, to be opened after leaving the 
bar of the Mississippi; and which, it appears, was opened on 
the 19th*April, 1843, after leaving the bay mentioned. The un: 
dersigned are unable to see what effect these sealed orders could, 
or should, have on the action of Captain Moore, in regard to af- 
ter requisitions of the Navy Departu:ent, when we bear in mind 
_that they were not to be opened until after sailing. ‘The orders, 
“for ought that he knew, were merely to return home. They 
might have ordered him to any.other section of the globe, than 
the coast of the enemy—at all events, the orders- could not have 
been known to him on the 2d March, 1842, at which time he 
professed to be acting under them, and was used as an argu- 
ment for refusing to obey and turn over the vessels to the com- 
missioners. However, that no doubt should exist with regard 
to the. sealed orders, we find that the Department, on the 21st 
March, 1843, issuéd a peremptory order, revoking the sealed 
orders of the 15th September, together with all orders not in 
accordance with this ;,and goes on to say—“that any negotia- 
tions which may have been concluded, or may be now in pro- 
press, with the commissioners of the Government of Yucatan, 
have been entered into without the sanction or authority, or 
éven the knowledge of this Government, and will not be recog- 
nized by it;” and ends by a’sttspenson, fromall command, and, 
a peremptory order, to report to the Department in arrest ; and 
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šo that 1id, niisunderstanding could, by possibility, arise, in rela: 
tion to the order, the letter ends thus empliatically—-any inter- 
ference on your part, with the command, or with those who have 
been directed to assume it, will be regarded by the Government 
as mutiny and sedition, aad punished accordingly.” 'This’or- 
der of suspension and arrest was never.abeyed: and the n- 
dersigned have seen no sufficient justification for the disobedi- 
ence, It is true, that Captain Moore says, in his explanatory 
remarks, “that this order was placed under the control of the 
commissioners, and annulled the moment it was found unne- 
cessary to enforce it;” but he has not accompanied the expla- 
nations with the authority he quotes, and the undersigned have 
found none. 


The undersigned regret that they cannot view the return of 
the navy, immediately after the receipt of the President’s proc- 
lamation, by Post-Captain E. W. Moore, as an act of. obedience, 
inasmuch as it is clearly proven, that he had seen the same pri- 
or to his sailing from the Mississippi. 


The undersigned deem it unnecessary to follow up all the 
documents placed in their possession, as they are of similar im- 
port, and serve to throw no further light on the mattet. 


The undersigned, in submitting the above, will take occasion 
to remark, that they do not consider themselves a court to try 
the guilt or innocence df Captain Moore. T'he Constitution has 
wisely declared, that the Departments of Government shall be; 
and forever remain, separate and distinct; and they, conse- 
quently, aré unwilling to erect themselves into a tribunal, for 
the trial of any person, ‘Chey would further remark, that they 
were willing to-have disposed of thé qnestion by reporting a 
simple resolution, but the.course pursued by the dissenting part 
of the committee, in examining the question at length, have 
forced them to view the question as above. 

The undersigied are not prepared here, to say that Captain 
Moore is guilty of those charges ; but they are. willing to erect 
a tribunal, before which he may make his innocence appear.— 
They feel it due to Captain Moore, that. this course should. be 
adopted; and would here say, it would be “worse than cruel to 
leave branded with iufamy and disgrace, a name heretofore 
bright and unsullied, on the pages of our history; and to drive 
from our shores, as an outcast upon the world, one whose leng . 
and well-tried services, all appreciate.” They would further 
say, that if the Executive has violatéd any law, the Constitu: 
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tion prescribes a.remedy; and that they are not TA ta, 
pronounce upon his guilt or innocénce, as a portion of the com- 
mittee have done, unless the charges are preferred by impeach- 
ment. = 

R. M. COLLINS; 

J. W. HENDERSON, 

“JOSEPH H. BARNARD, 

P. M. CUNEY. 


‘Together with a joint resolution, which was read a Ist time. 
On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended, bill read - 


2d time; and, f 
: On motion of Mr. Caldwell, laid upon the table for the pre- > 
h sent. | 4 


Mr. Caldwell moved to take up a esuo for the relief of ; 

Post-Captain E. W. Moore. : 
Carried, and bill read 2d time. 
Mr. Henderson moved that the resolution reported by the ` 

t committee, be substituted for the original. 

} Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, offered the following amendments | 
f to the substitute : 
: Strikeout “of inquiry,” and insert “martial,” wherever the! 

¿ words occur. Adopted. 

' Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, offered the following amendments: y. 
_ Strike out all after the word “composed,” to the word <in,” $ 
; and insert “major-general of the militia, and at least two brigadier- 4 
' generals, and other officers next highest.” - 
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Adopted: i 
Question on the adoption of the substitute. ae 
Mr. Green moved to adjourn until 7 o'clock, r. m. EN 
Lost. i <, 
Mr. Head moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, to-morrow. 
Lost. e 
Mr. Green moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock, P. m g 
Lost. a 
On motion of Mr. Davis, the House adjourned until seven . 
; o'clock, P. M; i er 


. 7 o'clock, P. m. 


„ ‘Fhe House met—roll A ET present. 
Question on the adoption of ‘the substitute to the joint reso- 
a lution for the relief of E. W. Moore. 


x asd | 

Gute Jasper moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 10 ! 
‘clock. Lost, } 
Mr. Ogden offered the following amendment : é 
“Be it further resolved, That ‘the order of the Secretary off ` 

War and Marine. dated July 19th, one thousand eight hundred £ 

and forty-three, dishonorably discharging Post-captain Edwins 

W. Moore, from the naval service of Texas, is null and void.” 

Thre ayes and noes being called for on its adoption, stood thus : : 

Ayes— Messrs, Bar nard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, joan © 

Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones ot Gowzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, 
Paschal, Phillips, Rabb'and Ward—21, . 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Ed- 
wards, Erath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, Per- 
son, Rowlett, Stamps and Tr uita. l 
- Adopted. 

“* Question on the adoption of the substitute, as amended. - 

; ‘The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus: 
i A yes— Messrs: Barnard, “Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Davis, 
oom, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, 
aa Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick Montgomery, ; 

«, Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb and Ward—22. ye 

7 “Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins. Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, ` 

, Hrath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Ga Lott, Means, Person, 

i Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—lô. 
1 Adopted. i 

: Mr. Kendrick offered the following amendment: 

; “Be it further resolved, That the provisions of the forego- 

’ ing resolution apply to the case of commander J. T. K. Lothrop, 

‘ and all others dismissed from the naval service, without a. trial 

« by court-martial, since the 19th day of July, 1843; and that the 

oeny of War and Navy furnish all such officers , With the ` 
charges and specifications against ey and that they have ; 

trial by said court-martial.” | 

The ayes and noes being called for on its adoption, ‘stood | 
: as follows, viz: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caznean, Davis, 
; Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, John- 
* ston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Og- 
` den, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—24. 

: Noes— Messrs. Speaker, "Collins, ‘Caney, Darnell, Edwards, 

i Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, Person and Truit 
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Carried, and amendment adopted. | f 
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7. “Me, Kendrick inoved the PA of the bill, 
~ The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus: 
3 Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Davis, 
“Dootn, Gage, ‘Grammont, Green, Hagler; January, Johnston, * 


‘ "Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, “Maverick; Montgomery, 
- Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb and Ward-—22, 


Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, 
Erath, Head, Henderson, Hogg; Jasper, Lott, Means, Person, 
Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—t6. 

Carried, and bill ordered fo be engrossed. 

Mr. Hogg offered the following resolution : 

“Resolved, That, the Committee on Public Printing be re; 
quired to contract for, and cause, the printing of one hundred 
copies of the report of a minority of the committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Post-Captain E. W. Moore ; also, 
the joint resolution by them reported to the House, for the re- 
lief of Commodore E. W. Moore.” 


Adopted, E Fä 


Mr. Kendrick offered the following resolution : s 

“ Resolved, That the chief clerk of this House, be authorized 
to employ an assistant enrolling and engrossing clerk, who shall 
receive the same pay as other elerks of the House—to be paid 
out of the contingent fund of Congress.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned until 10 0 'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 


Wasuineron, TUESDAY, ? 


January 30th, 1844. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names, viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Cuney; 


E 


K 
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Davis, Doom, Gage, Grammont, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, ` 


Johnson, Johnston, Kendrick, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, 
Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward. 
"Quorum present. | 
The journal of the preceding. day was read-and adopted. 
XX ! 
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A message was cca from fh Senate, informing the House, 
that they had agreed to the report of the joint cammitteé of con- 
ference, on an act to define and fix the practice of probate courts, 
in certain cases; and that they had passed ` 

An act to alter the time of holding the district eaurt ih, the 
county of Colorado, l 

A joint resolution for the relief of A. o. Davidson’, with 
amendments; and that they had rejected 

A joint resoltition for the organization and relief of Refugio 
county. 

The Committee on Engrossed RUS made the following re. 
ports, which were adopted: 


Hovsg or Baraseenparwes, 
: January 30th, 1844.” 


Hon. R. Scukry,” 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined 
‘An act to regulate proceedings in cases of forcible entry and 
detainer, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
WM. HL BOURLAND, 
One of the Committee, 


Hon, R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined 
An Act to suppress private banking, and find the same cor- 
rectly engrossed. 
H. K. PERSON, 
One of the Committee. 


T'he Committee on Enrolled Bills made the following reports, 
which were adopted ; 


January 27th, 1844. 
Honor abl: R. SCURRY, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and found. 
correctly enrolled, the following bills, to wit: 
An act to provide for the carrying o the pubis mails,” for the 
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year one thousand chi hundred and forty-four, and establish- 
- ing the rates of postage. 

An act to continue in force an act for the relief of purchasers 
of lots in the city.of Austin, and upon the town tract adjoining, 
approved January 16th, 1843. 

An aet to legitimate John Hodges, and declaring him capable 
of inheriting, as lawful heir of James Hodges, Senior. 

An act supplementary to an-act, to locate a road from Wash- 
ington to Sabine river, approved December 14th, one thousand - 
eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

An act to regulate the fees of County Clerks in certain cases, 
-and the fees of Chief Justices, for taking depositions. 

An act to incerporate Hermari’s University. 

An act to amend an act for the regulation of the coasting 
trade, and tne protection of Texian shipping. : 

, An act supplementary to an act concerning rents... 

A joint resolution for the relief of Mrs. Sarah N. Hubert, and 

An act to repeal certain loan laws. . 

The same having. been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, ‘and President of the Senate, were this day 
presented to his Excellency the President for his approval. 


S. A. MAVERICK, Chairman, 


January 30th, 1844. 
Tio the Hon, R. Scurry, =- 


~ 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and find 
correctly enrolled the following bills,. viz. . 
An act authorizing the holding of the District Court in two 

places in Red River County, and { for other purposes. 
An acter eating a District Court at the town of Fort Houston, 
aie County, 
joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Lemons, his heirs 
and, assign: SE 
_An act to. provide for fixing the county seat of justice, for the 
vouity of Washington. 
a ae - the Sheriff of Rusk County to solici the 
shi SCORN fx, of said County, for the ,year one thous 
ret ‘and forty-two, and for other purposes. 
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An.act to extend the corporate limits of the town of Clarks- 
ville. eR 

A joint resolution for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia, 

An act for the better security of Mechanics, and others: 

A joint resolation moving the Custom House of the District 
of Calhoun, from Port Calhoun to Port Caballo, ` E 

` A joint-resolution for the relief of captain Robert Olivèr.. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Mary Johnston. 

A joint resolution forthe relief of Jeremiah Tinnen.. 

A joint resolution for the relief of QG. W. Terrell. 

A joint resolution for the relief of A. B. Shelby. 

A: joint resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer, and | 

An act to define the boundary line between the counties of 
Austin and Washington, and.aniend in part an act entitled: “an 
Act to alter a part of the Southern boundary line of the county 
of Washington, &c,” approved January 29th, one thousand: 
eight hundred and forty-two. ; 

The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives‘anc President of the Senate, were this day 
presented to his. Excellency the President for his approval. 

S. A. MAVERICK. ` 

The committee om Education, A. Rabb, one of said commit- 
tee, to whom was referred-an aet entitled: “an Act to incorpo- 
rate the Wheelock College ;” reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its passage; which report was re- 
ceived and bill laid upon the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

The select committee, Wm. E. Jones, chairman, to whom 
was referred the printing of documents, made the following Re- 
port. ot cope + ey 


Hon. R.. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The select committee to whom was referred the report of the 
committee. appointed to examine‘into the condition of. the Ar- 
chives of the General Land-office, at the city of Austin, with 
instructions td report how much, and what portion ofthe Re- 
port of said committee, should be printed, by ordet of this 
House ; to whom, also, was referred, for the same purpose, a 
message of his Excellency the President. concerning a report 
made to him by the Commissioner of the General Land office ;. 
and, also, a communication addreised tothe HonorableSpeaker 
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of the Honse of Representatives by Thomas Wm. Ward, Corie 
ntissioner of the’ General L.and-offtee, beg leave to Report—- 

That they have examined all the documents referred to them, 
and recommend to the House to order the printing of so 
much of the Report of the Committee, as relates. to the con- 
ditions of the Archives of the General Land-office; at the ~ 
city of Austin, and embraced: in the first two pages and the 
firsteight and a half lines of page three, ending with the 
words “public mind,” together with documents “G. and H” 
acompanying said Report, and containing the evitlence upon 
which so much of the report was made, -as related to the con- 
dition of the Archivesof the General Land-oflice. 

The committee- of’ which the tindersigned is the chairman, 
deem it unnecessary and-perhaps improper, at present to order 
the printing of any other portions of the documents referred 
to them, inashuch as those documents may be made the grounds 
of invéstigation into the conduct of the commissioner of the 
General Land-office, and should not therefore be sent forth to 
the world in advance of such contingeney. 

The#committeé have therefore instructed me to report the 
accompanying resolution and recommend ifs adoption, viz 

“Resolved, That the committee on printing, be instructed’ to 
contract for the printing, for the use of this House, of two hùn- 
dred and fifty copies of so much of the report, made January 
22d, by Messrs. Ogden and Grammont, a committee of this 
House, appointed under a resolution adopted Ist January, as 
relates to the condition of the archives of the Generai Land- 
office, at the city of Austin, embraced in pages one, two and 
the first eight and a half lines -òf page three, ending with the’ 
words “public mind,” together with documents G..& H., ac- 
companying said report; and the resolution of the House under 
‘which said committee was appointed.” 

Question on the adoption of the resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon stood thus: 

- Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Caz- 
freau; Collins, Cuney, Davis, Edwards, Gage, Green, Hagler, 
Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonhz.,; 
Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps, Pruit 
and Ward—27. 

” Noés—-Messrs. Doom, Head, Henderson, Means, Ogden and 
Rowlett—6. Adopted. . ` ; j , 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
to provide the mode of serving process or notice-jn. certain ca~ 
sės, was taken up on its second reading, from a select commit- 
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tee with an amendivient. Amendment. At thé end of the second 
insert the following, 

And further provided, That in “cases now on the docket, 
where publication has already been made, in accordance with 
the practice heretofore adopted by the courts, judgment may 
be taken final at the first term of the court, without publication 
as above required in suits hereafte? to be commenced. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Kendrick moved to, strike ont the word divorce” in Ad 
section. Rejected. 

Question oii the passage of the bill. Carried and bill passed. 

` Mr. Davis moved to suspend the rule, in order to take up a 
bill to ensure the assessment of taxable property of the Republie 
and the collection of direct tax. Lost. 

The select committee, by Mr. Henderson one k said, com- 
mittee, to whom was referred a bill for the benefit of persons 
who have obtained conditional head-rights, reported the . same 
back to the House by a joint resolution concerning the 3d and. 
Ath class certificates. 

Which report was received and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day: 

Mr. Caldwell moved to suspend the rule, in order to take up 
a bill to prevent smuggling. Lost. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution. 

_ Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
Houses of congress will go into the election of a District Judge 
for the 4th Judicial District, on Saturday next at 11 o’clock, A. 
M., which was read and laid upon the table one day for consid- 
eration. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, the rule was suspended, and the 
several bills atid resolutions returned to the House by the Pres- 
ident, with his objections thereto in writing, were taken up. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Jonathan Bird, was taken 
up and the objections of the President thereto, read as follows, 
Viz: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 2 
Washington, Jan. 29th, 1844. 


' To the Honorable, 
The House of Representatives : : 


The bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird; has received ihe eon: 


sideration of thé Exectitive, and’ for’ réasons which he déems - 
» ts} g. al: 


ri he teturrs the same to the House without dipprov 
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‘The total inability of the nation to pay these elaims at this 
time and sustain its government, must be apparent to all who 
have examined into our present financial condition. ‘Thereare 
numerous claims which the country would willingly discharge 

, were it able todo so; but which must be deferred from the force 
of necessity, to Some future period. Many gther citizens of the 
Republic have expended their means in erecting forts and block- 
houses for the protéction of themselves, their families and neigh- 
bors, If therefore the nation is able to supply the relief inten- 
ded by this bill, others equally entitled, should not be overlooked, 
Partial legislation cannot but be considered a great evil, and in 
a country struggling with every difficulty, it cannot but be pro- 
ductive of discontent and increased embarrassment. 

= SAM HOUSTON. 

The ayes’and nées being taken on the passage of the bill 
over the veto of the President, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Doom, 
Gage, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Paschal, Phillips; Rabb, Rowlett and Ward—22. 

Noes—-Messrs, Speaker, Barnard,. Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Edwards, Erath, Grammont, Head, Jasper, Means, Ogden, 
Person, Stamps-and T'ruit—15. 

- Lost and bill rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that they had agreed to the report of the Joint committee of 

_ conference on a bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts. 

Question on the passage of a bill to repeal all laws authoriz- 
ing the President to form colonization contracts, and to forfeit 
the same, where the provisions have not beerr strictly complied 
with, over the veto of the President. 

The ayes and noes bemg taken thereon stood thus: , 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col~ 
lins, Caney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Green, - 
Grammont, Gage, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendriek, Lott; Maverick, Means, 
Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps, Truit and Ward—35. : - 
_ Noes—-Megsrs. Barnard, Head and Jasper—3. 

Carried and bill passed. l 

. The committee on engrossed bills, made a report which was 

adopted, . l 


_ A bill for the relief of Robert Pace, with the objections of the. 
' President thereto, in writing, to wit: ` . 
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Execurive DEPARTMENT, ) 
Washington, Jan. 29th, 1844. 4 - 


k x r 2 
To the Honorable, : 


cd 
f 


The House of Representatives : 


The Executive is constrained among other things by the 
consideration of the inability of the country at this time to meet 
the various private claims of individuals, to return to the House 
without signature, a bill for the relief of Robert Pace, and a bill 
for the relief of Mrs Sarah N. Hubert. 

The first does not indicate for what service-the relief is in- 
tended to be granted: and the latter is open to a serious objec- 
tion arising ont of the fact that it is impossible to know that the 
claim now presented for mail transportation, has not already in 
part at least, been paid by the proper authority. The books of 
the Post Office department at Austin may show charges for 
money paid on account of the contract in question, and until 
the proper security can be had, and tne facts ascertairled, the 
Fixecutive conceives it would be setting a bad precedent, to al. 
low the claim: many other contractors stand in the same situa. 
tion with Mrs. Hubert; and if one can be paid, why not others 


equally deserving, R 
l SAM HOUSTON. 


The ayes and noes being called for on the passage of the bill 
over the veto, stood thus: 

- Ayes—Messrs, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Doom, 
Gage, Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—23. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins. Davis, Edwards, 
Erath, Head, Jasper, Means, Ogden, Person and Truit—L2, 

Rejected. r l Eas . 

A bill for the reliefof Mrs. Sarah N. Hubert, with the abjec- . 
tions of the President thereto in writing, as above. : 

On motion of Mr. Erath the vote just taken on a bill for. the 
relief of Robert Pace, was reconsidered. , 

Question on passing the bill over the veto. 

The ayes and noes stood thus: 1 Rahs hoes? 

Ayes—Messrs, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Doom, 
Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, Hogg, January, Johnston, Jones ot 
Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, 
Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—23. 


i 
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Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Edwards, Head, He nderson, Jasper, Means, Ogden, Person and’ 
Truit-—13. 

‘Bill rejected.. 

Question on the passage of’ the joint resolution for the relief 
of Sarah N. Hubert, over the veto of.the President. 

The ayes and noes stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Caney, Darnell, 
Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, Jan- 
uary, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Rabb and Ward—24. ac 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Davis, Edwards, 
Head, Lott, Means, Ogden, Person, Rowlett; Stamps and Truit 

Lost and bill rejected. : 

- Mr. Jasper moved to suspend the rule, in order to take upa 
joint resolution for the relief of the Sheriff ‘of Rusk county. 

Lost. 

Qn motion of Mr. Kendrick the rule was suspended prohibit- 
ing: bills from being taken up out of order. 

‘On. motion of Mr. Kendrick all the bills on their second read- 
ing, were taken up. 

. An act for the relief. of the Sherif of Houston county, -WAS 
read a lst time. 

On. motion of Mr. Jasper, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a second time and referred to a select committee; 

<- Whereupon the following committee was appointed, Messrs, 
Jasper, Kendrick, Gage, Bourland and Paschal. 

A joint. resolution for the relief of Elisha Clapp and others, 

was read a Ist time. 

A message was received from ihe Senate ioranag the House 
of the passage ot 

. An act donating three hundred and | twenty acres of land to 
the actual settlers, on the lands formerly known as the Cherokee 
Lands, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Davis moved to adjourn until half-past two o'clock, LRM. 

On motion of Mr. ‘January the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, P. M. | 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House ‘met—roll called—quorum present. 
„A bill for the relief of. cae Eo and-Williams, was. ead a 
Ast time; . 
YY 
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‘On motion, the rule was suspended, bill read’ a 2d time and 
referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

An act authorizing an association of Physicians of the Re- 
public of Texas, was ‘read a , second time, and referred to a select 
committee; 

Whereupon the following committee was appointed, Messrs, 
Collins, January, Rowlett, Caldwell and Stamps. 

A joint resoltition for the relief of G. W. Smyth, late commis- 
sioner to run the boundary line between the United States. and 
‘Texas, was read a Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Doom, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read a 2d time. 

On motion of Mr. Doom, the rule was further suspended, ‘and 
bill passed to a third reading. 

The committee on engrossed bills made the following report, 
which was adopted: l 


J 


Housse or REPRESENTATIVES, - 
January 30th, 1844. 


The committee on engrossed bills have examined the amend; 
ments made by the House to the Senate’s bill, entitled a bill ma- 
king appropriation for the support of the government for 1844, 
and find the same pouty engrossed. 

W, H. BOURLAND, 
- One of the committee. 


* a : 
« House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 30th, 1844. 


* 


Hon, R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined a joint res. 
olution for the relief of Edwin W. Moore, and find the same 
correctly engrossed. 

- WM. H. BCÜRLAND, 
. ‘One of said committee, 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a bill (makne an appropriation 
for the. support of ihe government for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty four, was taken up and placed among 
the bills on the Speakers table, 

An act to prescribe the duties of District Judges, in regard ta 
charging juries, was read a first time. 


d 
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-Àn act for the more prompt collection of the direct taxes, _ 
Was read a ist time. 

A bill to amend the several acts granting donations of land 
to emigrants, was read a Ist time; 

On motion of Mr: Henderson, the rúle was suspended and 
bill read a second time aud referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

An act to incorporate the Texas Land and Emigrating Com- 
pany, was read a Ist time. 

An act authorizing the secretary of War and Marine to con- 
tract for keeping the navy in ordinary, was read a 2d time and Pa 
referred to the committee on Naval Affairs. - 

: An act améndatory of an act to přovide tor the establishment 
and maintainance of peace; and to regulate friendly intercourse 
with the Indians, approved January, 7th, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty three, was read a 2d time; and 7 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, passed to a, third reading. 

An act donating three hundred and twenty acres of land 
to actual settlers on the lands formerly known as the Che- 
rokee Lands, and™for other purposes. ` 

Was read a first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and bill read a se 
cond time. 

Mr. Gage, offerec the following amendment; 

In first section, 6th line, strike out “three hundred and 
twenty” and insert “six hundred and forty.” 

In same ‘section after the word “family” insert “to single 
men over the age of seventeen years, three hundred and 
twenty acres.” 

In section second, first line, before the word “Commission- 
ers” insert “land” so as to make it read Land Commission: 
ers, S 

In the same section, third line, strike out “three hundred 
and twenty” and insert “six hundred and forty,” and after the 
word “families” in 4th line, insert “and three hundred and 
twenty acres to each single man over the age of seventeen 
years,” 

In third section first line, strike out “3” and insert “4.” 

In 4th section 6th line, after the word “acts” insert “Indian 
treaty or treaties,” l 

Additional Section— : , 

“Be it further enacted, that one league of land be, and the 
Same is hereby appropriated and shall be applied, or the pro- 
ceeds thereof, to the building of a Court House, Jail; and other 
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ae buildings, for the use of said Rusk Couniy ; A and the 
Chief Justice _f said Rusk County, is hereby authorized to 
cause the same to be located and surveyed. on any of the 
vacant lands in the territory formerly known as the, Cherokee 
a and the Commissioner of the’ General: Land-office, be, 

and he is her eby authorized and required on the, return of the: 
field notes made out on the survey of ‘said league, to issue a 
patent for sa:d land to the said Chief Justice, of said Rush 
County, or his successor in office; who shall hold the same, 
and apply it to the use contemplated by this section of this. act. a 

Amendment adopted. . 

Mr. Caldwell, moved its referrence . to the committee ‘on 
Public. Lands. - : 

Mr. Collins moved a all of the House. 

Lost. cs 

Question on nE cied, and bill referred, 

A bill making an appropriation for the support of Govern- 
ment for-the year one thousand eight hundred: and: forty- 
four ; was read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the President through his pri- 

vate Secretary Mr. W. D, Miller, transmitting two several do- 
cuments. 

A joint resolution for the relief. of A. C. Davidson, with | 
amendments. from the Senate, was taken up and suena 
concurred in. 

‘On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill for the assessment a the tax- 
able property of the. Republic, and the collection of the direct 
taxes; was taken up and read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being ealied for on its final passage, stood 
thus : f 
Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Davis, Doom, 
Johnston, Kendrick, Ogden, Philips, Stamps, Trait and Ward 

—13. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Darnell, Edwards, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont, Hagler, Head, Hogg, Johnson, Paschal, Per- 
son, Rabb, and Rowlett—15. an 

Lost, and bill rejected. l 

‘An act to suppress private Banking ; was read a third time 


a passed. 
A. joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Yocum’s ad- 


ministrator i was read a, 3d time and passed. o 3 
A joint resolution for the relief of J Ldwin W. Moore ; was ? 
read a third time. . a i 
On motion of Mr. Jasper, a call of the House was had. / 


a 


? 
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, Carried, and bill passed. 


ST 


On motion of Mr. Kendriek, Mr. Jones of Galveston, an ME 


j, Lewis, were excised. - S 
On motion of Mr, Kendrick. the call was suspended. f 
% 


Quéstion on the passige of the joint resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, steot thus: 

Ayes—— Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Davis 
Doom, HBrath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, Johnston 
Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgome- 
ry, Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb and Ward—232., l 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Darnell, Edwards, Head, 
Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, Person, Rowlett, Stamps 


ma! 


and Truit—id4. 


-F 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland, the two several messages of the 


President were taken up and read. l 

The following message in answer to a resolution in relation 
to the Major General, was read, and was referred to the commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, with instructions-to report a bill. 


oe 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 2 
Washington, Jan. 30th, 1544. § 


ki - 


To the Honorable; 
The House of Representatives : 


In answer to a resolution of your Honorable body, calling 
for information in relation to thé commission of the Major Gen- 
eral of Militia.elected on the 4th of September last. I have to 
say: that in consequence of full returns net having been yet 


oe 
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' received at the State Department, the Executive has not felt . 


himself’ authorized to issue the commission. It is within the 

bounds-of possibility that the receipt of complete returns might 

change the result, aud as the Executive is bound by the law of 
the 16th of January, 1843, to commission ‘the person receiving 

the highestnumber of votes,” he could not take upon himself to | 
judge and decide which of the - persons voted for had actually 
been- elected. If the Executive were left to his own discretion, 
he would have no hesitancy in commissioning the person who 
has received the highest number of votes, according to the 
incomplete returns on file; but nothaving this discretion under 
the law, howévef anxious he may be to issue'the commission, 
he has thus far not considered himself authorized so to: doz 
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This being the case it would séem proper, and it is recommeit- 
ded to the Honorable Congress to remedy this existing defect, so 
far as to authorize the President to issue the commission upon 
such returns as may have come to hand up to a-particular pe- 


riod. i e A 
SAM HOUSTON.. 


The following message in answer td a resolution calling cn 
the President to kaow what assistance had been rendered to the 
Mier prisoners, with accompanying documents’ were read to 
wit: l i ` 


Executive DerartMEeENT, )- 


Washington, Jan. 29th, 1844. \ 
. To the Honorable, oo 
| The House of Representatives : 


In compliance with a resolution of your Honorable body, of 
the 27th inst., I herewith transmit all the information which is 
of recordin the Departments, in relation to the advances made 
to the Mier prisoners. 

No appropriation having been made by Congress to meet any 
contingencies arrising from the capture of the Mier prisoners, 
the Executive did not feel authorized to open any account upon 
the books of the Auditor. 

Owing to these circumstances, the demand of Mr. Hargous 
was not paid, and for his kinduess and generosity. it was proper 
through his agent, to inform him, that any delinquency which 
inight exist was not attributable to the authorities of Texas. ` 


(Signed) | SAM HOUSTON. 


” Mr. Caldwell moved to reject the message of the President. 
* The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thns; _ 
Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Gage, Hagler, 
Johnston, Johnson, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery and Rabb 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Doom, Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg,Jasper, Jones of Gonz.; 
Lott, Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Stamps and Tru- 
it—20. 
Motion lost. 
Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, moved the rejection of all the docu« 
ments, -5 she 
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J Fhe ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 


Do n T 


a 


Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, oka 
neau, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, 
Grammont, Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Jobnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Means, 
Montgomery, Paschal Person, Piillips, "Rabb, Stamps and Tru- 
it—32. 

Documents unanimously rejected, 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, moved that the chief clerk be in- 
strueted to return Document No. 3, to the President. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr Phillips, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o clock, 


g 


ro 


WasHINnGTON, WEDNESDAY, 
January 31st, 1844, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names, viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cu- 
ney, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Gage, Green, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, January; Jasper, Johnson, Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Kendrick, Lott, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Stamps, Truit and Ward. 

Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was rezeived from the Senate, informing the 
House, that the Senate had receded from their amendments to 
a joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward. 

That they had refused to recede from their amendments to a 
bill to prevent slaves from carrying fire-arms; and that they 
had appointed a committee of conference thereon, and requested 
a like committee on the part of the House. 

And that they had passed a. joint resolution for the relief of 
the heirs of John Hibbins, deceased, with amendments, 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the following committee of con- 
ference was appointed by the House, to act in conjunction with 
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a like committee on the part of the Senate, on the amendments 
to a bill to prohibit slaves from carrying fire-arms :—Caldwell, 
Cuney Green, Bourland and Head. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report: 


me 


oc 31st, 1844. 
Honorabl: R. SCURRY, i 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, ‘and found 
correctly enrolled, the following acts and resolutions: ` 

An act to open and establish a national road, f 

An act to incorporate the Fannin artillery; in the city òf 
Houston. 

Aun act to authorize Sylvanus Dunham to establish a ferry 
across the Matagorda Bay. 

An act to alter and fix the duties on imposts. 

An act to change a mail ronte therein named. 

A joint resolution for the relief of midshipman, A. J. Bryant. 

An act allowing district attorneys ten per centum on all mo- 
nies collected by them, on government liabilities. - 

A joint resolution for the relief of the minute men created un- 
der an act, approved February.Ath, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one. 

The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, ‘and President of the Senate, were this .day 
presented to his Excellency the President for his approval. 


l S. A. MAV S Chairman. 

- Which report was adopted. > © : 

The Committee on Military Affairs, J. Davis, chairman, to 
whom was referred the President’s message on the subject of 
commissioning the major-general of militia, report the same 
back, with a bill authorizing the present, to commission the 
major- -general of militia. l , 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the.rule was quspended, bill read 
a second time, and ordered to be engrassed.. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was uriini suspended, bill 
read 3d time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the chief: Ae was inated ta 
take the bill to the Senate forthwith. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, P: M. Cunay, one ef: ‘said 
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gommittee, to whom was refefred the petition of Alonzo Blair, 
teported the same back to the House, by a joint resolation for 
the relief of James O. Blair, and Alonzo Blair. 

Read 1st time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the rule was suspended, and bill 
dead a second time, and referred to a select committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Cuney, Hagler, Grammont, Hogg and Person. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, A. ‘H. Phillips, 
chairman, to whom was reférred the memorial of Amasa Tur- 
ner, reported the same back, and asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration. 

Report adopted. 

Also, the petition of Berry and-Gravis, recommended that pe- 
titioners be permitted to withdfaw their documents for future 
use, at a more auspicious time. Adopted. 

Mr. Ward, by leàve, introduced a joint esot; requiring 
the accounting officers. of the gt to act on cerfain claims. 

Re é Íst time. 

On- motion, rule susperided. bill read. second time, and re- 
ferred to select gommitteé—Massrs. Ward, Ogden, Lott, John- 
‘ston and Stamps were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and a 
joint resolution for the relief of Daniel Alexander, on ifs second 
reading, was taken up; and, 

On ‘motion of Mr: enderson, ordered to be engrossed. 

_Qn motion of Mr. Henderson, rule suspended, ‘bill read a 3d 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the vote taken on yesterday, passing 
the bill'to suppress private banking, was re-considered ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the rile was suspended, 
psplaiting bills from being amended on their-third reading. 

Mr. Davis offered. the following amendment : 

“Or any other instrument in writing, in print, i le 
orengraving.” Adopted. 

Mr, Person offered the following amendment: 

“And it is hereby made the special duty of the Sages of the 
district courts of this Republic, fo give this act in charge to the 
grand juries of the several counties, at the beginning of each 
term of the said courts.” 

Mr. Green offered the following amendment: 

«Provided that this act shall not exclude from circulation, the 
issues of R. and D. G. Mills, óf Brazoria county.” 

Mr. Paschal offered the following amendment to Mr. Gréen’s 


amendment : 
ZZ 
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‘ And all other persons who have gold and silver snfficieńt to 
taise a credit.” e o 

The ayes and noes being called for, on its adoption, stood 
thus : ` 

Ayes-—Messrs. .Bourland, Edwards, Brath, Hagler, Head, 
Johnston, Lott, Means, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb 
and Rowlett—14, 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Guney, Darnell. Davis, Doom, Green, Henderson, Hogg, Jan- 
uary, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery and 
Stamps—18. - 

Lost, and amendment rejected. 

Question on Mr. Green’s amendment. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Doom, Green, 
January, Kendrick and Montgomery—8, 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Edwards, Erath, Grammont, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, Johnston, Jones ot Gonzales, Lott, Maverick, Means, 
Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit 
and Ward—27, = < ; 

Rejected. i : 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following amendment ; 

_ Strike out all the bill after the word “repealed,” in first sec- 
tion. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for on the same stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col: 
lins, Erath, Grammont, Green, January, Johnson, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kendriek, Maverick, and Montgomery—14.. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cuney, Datnell, Davis, Edwards, 
Hagler, ;Head, Henderson, Hogg, Johnston, Lott, Ogden, Pas- 
a Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and’ Ward 

Rejected. 

Mr. Davis, offered the following amendment: nn + 

“And all laws and parts of laws coming in contact with this 
act, be, aħd the same are hereby repealed.” 

Adopted. 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

Carfied, and bill passed, > 

-On motion of Mr. Hagler, the rule was suspended and a bilj 
to repeal in part and amend an act to incorporate the city of 
Galveston, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr, Darnell, offered the following amendment: - tae 
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Provided, that the provisions of this ee shall not apply 
- to resident citizens of Texas.” 
_ Adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Hagler, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed: 

On motion of Mr. Hagler, the rule was euapenned, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cald well, abill to př ‘event smuggling, was 
made the special order of the day for 8 o'clock, P. m. 

-Mr. Head moved a suspension of the rule, in order to take up 
a bill for the incorporation of Wheelock College. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, the rule was suspended 
and an act fo amend an act supplementary to an act, to raise a 
revenue by impost duties, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Hogg, moved to strike out the enacting, clause to the 
bill. 

‘Phe ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus . 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Edwards, Gage, Hagler 
Head, Hogg, and Stamps—8. 

Noes-—Messrs.-Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Davis, Doom, Erath, Grammont, Green, January, 
Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Montgome- 
ry, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett and Ward 
—24, Lost, and amendment rejected. 

Mr- Green, offered the following amendment . 

“Provided, the said consular certificate shall not be charged 
upon any invoice of a less sum-than one hundred dollars.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Davis, moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows 
VIZ: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Davis, Doom, Erath, Grammont, Green, January, 
Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Ogden, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb and Stamps—2z2. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Edwards, Gage, Hagler, 
Head,‘ Hogg, Johnston, Montgomery, “Trait and Ward—I1. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Paschal, the House: ‘adjourned until three 


o’clock, P, M 
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3 o’élock, P. nt, 
House met—roll called—quorum present. ae 
A bill to prevent smuggling, onjits second reading, the spe- 
gial order for 3 o’clock, P. m. Š P 
7 The committee on Naval Affairs R. M. Collins, chairman,. to | 
whom was referred a bill to authorize the Seeretary of War + 
q and Navy, to contract for keeping the Navy in ordinary ; re- 7 
ported the same back to the House with an, amendment, and re< | 

commended its passage ; which report was received and bill 3 

i laid upon the table to come up among the orders of the day. / 
~ On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
to incorporate the Texas Laud and Emigrating’ Company, was 
taken up and read a second time, and referred to a select com- 
mittee, whereupon the following committee was appointed : 

Messrs. Davis, Gage, Jones of Gonzales, Johnsten and 
Henderson. 

On motion of Mr: Kendrick, the rule was suspended and‘a 
bill for the relief of Maria E. Goodwin, Louisiana Harris, Eli- 
za V. Harris and others, heirs of Robert W. Harris, deceased ; 
was taken up on its second reading, and . i 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, passed to a third reading. ~ 

On motion of Mr: Hogg, a joint resolution in relation to the ! 
able and patriotic services of Capt. Luis Sanches, was taken | 
up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Hogg,. passed to ` 
its 3d reading. l 

A bill to prevent smuggling on its second readiny, the special 
order of the day, was taken up. l | 
-~ Mr. Bourland offered the following amendment: ` ' 

“Sec, 2; Beit further enacted, That hereafter, it shall bethe 
duty of every resident citizen of the- Republic, who may intro- 
duce into said Republic, any goods, wares or merchandize, shall 
within 15 days thereafter, and sooner if called upon, to render 
a complete list of all such goods, wares, or merchandize, so in- 
troduced, to the collector of customs, or his deputy, of the di« 
trict in which said goods ‘were introduced; and any person or 
persons failing so to do, he, she, or they, shall be deemed guilty 
of smuggling; and, on conviction thereof, before any court ha 
ving jurisdiction of the same, shall be fined a sum not less than 

dollars, at the discretion of the court: provided that such 

fine shall not exceed one-half the amount so introduced. ; 
‘Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful 

for any non-resident to sell any goods, wares, or-merchandize, 

-by him introduced into this Republic, without first paying the 

duties due thereon ;. and any person. violating the provisions of 
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this section, shall be deemed guilty of smuggling—and, tipors 
geonyiction thereof, shali be fined in a sum not less than — 
dollars, nor more than the whole amount so introduced; and if 
shall be the duty of the collector of customs, toS€ize such goods, 
so unlawfully introduced, to secure the payment-of said fine.” 

Adopted. 

Mr, Gage offered the following amendment : 

Strike ont the 3d section. l 

Mr. Hogg offered a substitute in lieu of the bill and amend- 
wents. o i 
The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption thereof, 
stood thus: ` as ae 

Ayes—Messrs. Edwards, Hogg and Jasper—3, 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, . 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Head, 
Hendérson, January. Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonz., Ken- 
drick, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, 
Phillips, Rabb, Rewlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward—31 

Substitute rejected. . 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, offered the following amendment: 

Strike out of 3d section, “and driver or drivers thereof, if a 
slave or slaves,” wherever it occurs. Adopted. 

Question on the amendment of Mr. Gage. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes——Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Gage, 
Head, Hogg, Lott, Means, Ogden, Rowlett, Truit and Watd—13., 

Noes—WMessrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell,'Cazneau, Collins, 
Erath, Grammont, Green, Henderson, January, Jasper, Johnston, 
Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, 


Paschal Person, Phillips, Rabb and Stamps—23. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Lott offered the following amendment: : 

“Be it “Resolved, That the respective collectors of the differ- 
ent counties, be requested, and they are hereby autharized ang 
required to call to their aid, equip, and hold in readiness, five 
hundred men in each county, for the purpose of collecting the 
duty on imposts; dnd that this House appropriate ten: thoù- 
satid dollars for the purchasing of ammunition and fire-arms.” 

‘Rejected. | 

Mr. Head offered the tollowing amendment : 

Where the words “in or on the beast of burthen,” occurs, 
stike out “in or” Rejected. 
Mr. Gage moved to lay the bill and amendments on the table. 
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Mi. Doom offered the following amendment . 

Strike out, in 3d section; the words “officers or.” 

Rejeeted. : 

Mr. Rowlett offered the following amendment : / 

“At the clerl’s office, of the county into which such article or 
uifticles, may be imported,” 

Rejected: a 

Mr. Kendrick moved the engrossnient of the bill, 

Mr. Person moved to re-commit the bill to a select committee. 

Mr. Kendrick moved the previous question, ` 

Question——Shall the main question be now put? was put. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, 
Davis, Erath, Grammont, Green, Henderson, January, Jasper, 
Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Mont: 
-gomery, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward— 
24., 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Gage, Head, 
Hogg; hott, Means, Ogden, Paschal and Truit—12. 

Carried. . 

Main question—the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Doom moved to adjourn until 8 o'clock, to-morrow morh- 
ing. 
“Mr. Caldwell moved to adjourn until ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Question on the engrassment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, Cazneau, 
Davis, Erath, Grammont, Green, Henderson, January, Jasper, 
johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps and 
Ward—24. . ; 

-  Noes—-Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Gage, Head, 
Hogg, Lott, Means, Ogden, Rowlett and Trait—12. l 
Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Sonate, informing the House 
that the Senate had disagreed to all the amendments of the 
House, to the appropriation bili, and had appointed a committee 
of conference thereon, and requested the appointment of a like 
committee on the part of the House, A 

That they had receded from some of their amendments to an 
act regulating elections, and transmitted a document marked 
“secret,” : 


That they had passed a bill for the relief of Geo. W. Smyth, 
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with amendmeñts : and an act to authorize the chief justice of 
Red River county, to take possession of the papers and records 
of Miller county court; and request the return of a joint Reso-- 
lution for the relief of Thomas Wm, Ward. _.-- 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the following committee of con- 
ference was appointed, to act in conjunction with the committee 
on the part of the Senate, on the amendments of the House, to a 
bill making appropriations for the support of Government, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-four: Messrs. 
Caldwell, Darnell, Johnston, Henderson and Hogg. | 

Mr. Lott moved to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday, 
on rejecting the joint resolution for the reef of Mrs. Sarah N. 
Hubert, 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Darnell, Davis, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hogg, Jan- 
uary, Johnston, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps, Truit and Ward 

Noes—-Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Head, Hen- 
derson, Means, Ogden, Person and’ Rowlett—10. 

Vote reconsidered: 

Question recured on the passage of the bill over the veto. 

‘The ayes and noes being taken thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnell, 

‘ Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hogg, January, John- 
_ son, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps;Truit and Ward—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Davis, Edwards, 
Head, Henderson, Johnston, Means, Ogden, Person and Row- 
lett,—12. 

The bill passed. a 

A resolution to go into the election of Judge of the 4th Judi- 
cial district, was taken up; and 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr, Phillips the rule was suspended, and a bill 
to authorize the secretary of the Navy, to contract for keeping 
| \ the Navy in ordinary; from the naval committee with amend- 
| ments, was taken up. 
Amendment. Strike out the fourth section of the bill. 
Adopted. a J 
On: motion of Mr. Phillips, the bill passed to a third reading. 
` On motion of Mr. Davis the rule was suspended, and a bill 
- to reduce the tax on neat cattle, was taken up on its second 
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reading, with the report of the committee on- Finance, recom- 
mending its rejection. l E 

Mr. Bourland offered the following amendment. Strike out 
“one” and insert “five,” + a a, 

Mr. Brata offered a substitute for the origmal bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption of the 
substitute, stood thus! SO . 

Ayes—Messrs, Caldwell, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Erath, 
Grammont, Henderson, January, Kendrick, Maverick and Per- 
son—il. ) 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Caney, 
Davis, Gage, Green, Head, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Jones ot 
Gonzales, Lott, Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, 
Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Fruit and Ward—24. o 

Substitute rejected, -> l 

Question on the amendment of Mr, Bourland.: Rejected. 

Mr. Hogs moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus; __ 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Gage, Green, Head, Hogg, John- 
ston, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, 
Rabb, Rowlett, Truit and Ward—23. a 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Davis, Edwards, Erath, Grammont, 
Henderson, January, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Lott, Ogden and Stamps—13. 

Bill indefinitely postponed. l i 

On motion of Mr. ‘Truit the House adjourned until 10 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 


Wasuineton Tuurspay, Feb. ist. 1844. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names. - a, 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard. Bourland, Caldwell Cazneau, Col- 
lins Cuney, Doom, Hagler, Head, Henderson, January, Jobn- 
ston, Johnson, Jones of Gongales, Kendrick, Lott, Mayerick, 
Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Babb, 
Stamps, Trnit and Ward., E B 

Quorum present. . , 
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Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House: 
ol the passage of | 

An act authorizing the appointment of additional Notaries 
Public, with ameudments, and that they. insist por their amend- 
Sal to a joint resolution for the relief of Thomas William 

ard. 

The committee on Public Lands, M. Ward, Jr., chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to amend the several acts granting do- 
nations of lands to Emigrants, reported the same back with 
amendments and recommend its passage. 

Report received and bill laid upon the table, to come up a- 
mong the orders of the day. 

The committee- on publie printing, made the following report: 


r > i COMMITTEE-ROOM, ? 


February Ist, 1844. 


Hon. R. Scurry; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on public printing, to whom was referred the 
respective joint resolutions requiring them to contract for the 
printing ofthe same: all of which contracts have been entered“ 
into, and completed with the Eiditor of the National Vindicator 

. to wit: l a 
© Dec. 12th, 1843.— 
. To printing, of one thousand copies 


of the Presidents Message, -+ §$ 100 


X 


“o 18 Ayes and noes, - - - 15 

«o 99 100 copies of the Rules of the House, 40 
ey 6 100 copies of the report of Secretary of 

the Treasury, - - a 100 

$ 255, 


Also, in accordance with a joins reso- 
lution for the purchasing of 5 bound 
codes or copies-of the laws of this Re- 
public, which purchase of L. Moore, 
m cost, =~ - - = -` - $ 60 
Your committee conceive. they have performed their duty, 
therefore. they would respectfetly represent unto your honora- 
ble body, that the contracts with the Editor of the National 
Vindicator, on his part have been complied with; your commit- 
“AAA 
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therefore would respectfully ask to be discharged from a further 


sa eee hae of the same. 
ELISHA LOTT,” 


Chairman of the com. printing, 
Which report. was adopted. 


The committee on enrolled. bills, made the following reporty 


February Ist. 1844. 
To the Hon. R. Scurry, a 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on enrolled bills have examined and found 
correctly enrolled, the following bills and-resolutions. | 

An act to alter and amend the varions acts relating to the đu- 
ties of Chief Justices, and prescribing the manner in which 
commissions shall issue, and for other purposes. 

Av act to repeal in part and amend an act regulating the du- 
ties of Probate Courts and the settlement of successious, passed 
at the 4th congress, and approved February “th, one thousand 
eight ‘hundred and forty. 

An act to prescribe the mode. of settling the claims of credi- 
tors of the estates of deceased persons, in certain cases. 

An act to alter the time of holding the District Court in the 
“county of Colorado. 

An act to define and fix the practice of Probate Courts in cer- 
tain eases; and 

A joint ‘resolution for the relief of A. ©. Davidson. 

The same having heen signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President of the Senate, were this day pres 
sented to his Excellency the President for his approve al ` 

5, A. MAVERICK, 
; chairman., 

Which report was adopted. 

The select committee 8S. L. B. Jasper, chairman, to whom was 
referred a joint resulation for the relief of Houston county, re- 
ported ine same back to the House and recommended its pas- 
sage; report received and bill laid upon the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The select committee. M. Ward, Jr., chairman, to whom was 
referred a joint resolution requiring the accounting officers of 
the Tay to act on certain claims, teported the same back 
to the House with amendments and recommend its passage; 

Which report were received, and bill laid npon R elie te 
gome up among the orders of the day.’ 


Ait. 


Mr, Green .offered-the following resolution. 
Resolved, That:the secretary-of War and Navy, be required 
forthwith to furnish this house with copies of threé letters, da- 
ted 15th, 25th and 29th of. July last, from William Bryan and 
W.O, Brashier, naval commissioners, to the-secrétary of Wa 
L aud Navy; read and laid on the table one day for consideration. 
Mr. Cazneau by leave introduced a bill to be entitled an ari Lf 
to admit certain articles to'be imported free of duty; read a fist 
time, 
‘On motion of Mr. Cazneau, rule suspended, bill read second 
time and referred to the committee on the state of the Republie. 
Mr. Bourland by leave, introduced an act supplementary to 
several acts in relation to raising a public revenue by impost 
duties, read first time. 
on motion of Mr. Bourland, rule.suspended bill read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr, Henderson rule suspended, bill read third 
ti me. 


On motion of Mr. Green, the rule pr chibiting bills fram be- 
ing amended on their third readings, was suspended. 

“Mr: Caldwell offered the following amendment. 

In addition to the penalties already prescribed. Adopted. 

Mr. Doom offered the following amendment. 

In second section, strike ont Sheriff, Deputy Coroner and 
Constable,” rejected. 


‘N 
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* On motion of Mr. Phillips the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Ward by leave introduced a bill, the more permanently to 
establish the county seat of Bowie county; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, rule suspended bill read a second 
time. and. ordered to be engrossed. 

On motiou.of Mr. Ward, rule further suspended, bill read 3d 
dime and passed. 

Mr, Green by. leave introduced a bill entitled an act supple. 
mentary to the seyeral laws regulating license taxes; read first 
time. 

On motion rule. suspended, bill read 2d time ahd ordered to be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Green, rule farther suspended, bill read. 
3d time and passed.- 

The committee on-claims.and accounts A, H. Phillips. ehair- 
man, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of MeKinney & 
‘Williams, reported the same back tothe house with amendments, 


è? 
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and recommend its passage; report received and bill laid úporn 
the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Rowlett by leave, ‘introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to authorize the holding of the District Court in two places i in 
the county of Fannin, and for other purposes; read Ist tinte. 

On motion, rule suspended and bill read a second timé and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, rule further suspended bill read 
3d time and passed. 

- Mr. Cuney by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on public printing; be anthor- 
ized to contract for the printing of two. hundred copies of the 
captions of the laws of the 8th Congress to be furnished the 
members of this House on the morning after adjournment, tbe 
paid for out of the contingent fund for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four. 

“Mr. Erath offered the foll owing amendment, 

Strike out “two hundred,” and insert “five hundred. w 

Rejected, and resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, a select committee was appointed 
to contract for the printing; consisting of Messrs. Cuney, Bar- 
nard, Collins and Doom. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the following committee of con- 


„ference on a bill regulating elections, Messrs. Barnard, Phillips, 


Person, Paschal and Edwards, were appointed said committee, 
On ‘motion of Mr, Cazneau, the rule was suspended and a 
bill for the relief of A. B. Shelby, was taken up on its second 
reading from the committee on claims and accounts with an 
amendment 
Amendment. Strike out the words “one hundred, ” in first 
seetion, and insert “fifty.”. Adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bilt was passed to a third 
k 


reading. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, the role was suspended, and att 
act anthorizing the secretary of War and Navy, to eontract for 
keeping the Navy in ordinary, was taken wp, read 3d time and 
passed. 

Mr. Davis moved: to suspend the rule in order to take upa 
bill to prevent the retailing of spiritous liquors in guantes 
less than one quart. Lost. 

A joint resolution for the relief ot Jobn. Hibbins, deceased, 
with an amendment by the Bonet; was taken up and amend- 
ment concurred in. 

An act for the relief of George W. Smyth, administrator-of 


$ 
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- the, estate of Joseph Grigsby, deceased, with an amendment by 
the Senate, was taken up and amendment concurred in. 

On motion of Mr, Johnston, the rule was sugpended and the 
bill for the relief of Holland C Coffee, was taken up on its second 
feading and ordered to be engrossed, . a. cedeees 

On motion of. Mr. Johuston. the rule was farther suspended, 
bill read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called for on its passage, stood 
- thus: 

Ayes——Messrs. Speaker. Bourland, Barnard, Caldwell,Caznean - 
Collins, Caney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont; 
Green, Hagler, Hoge, January, Jasper, Johnston, Johnsen, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgqmery, Paschal, 
Person, Philips, Rabb Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward—-32: 

Noes-—Messrs. Edwards Lott, and: Means—3. 

‘Carried, aud bill passed. 

A- message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Honse that they- have concurred in the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 
6th, 7th, 8th, Yth and Lith articles of the Committee ‘of Confer- 
ence, and haye ‘disagreed - ‘to the 10th. 12th aud 13th- proposi- 
tions of said commitiee, to a bill making appropriation for the 


support of Government forthe year one thousand eight hun-- 


‘dred and forty- four; and that they had passed a bill to repeal 
an act for the permanent location of the seat of Government ; 
and an act to provide for punishing public Ferry-men, whe re- 
fuse or neglect to cross Mail-carriers gratis, and also Post Mas- 
ters who neglect to report to the State- Department ae fail- ` 
lure of the mail on their respective routes, 

Mr. Caldwell, made the following verbal report: The com- 
mittee of conferrence on the bill making appropriatiońs for the 
support’ of Government, for the year one thousand. eight hun. 
dred and forty-four; report the same back to the two Houses, 
with amendments, aud recommend the passage thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the report was laid on the table. 

Qa motion of Mr. Caldwell, the -rule was suspended, and.a 
Dill to repeal an act for the permanent location of the seat of 
Govern ment, was taken up and read first time. 
< Mr, Cazfieau, moved the rejection of the bill. 

..,. Ex. Dbe; moved a call of the house. 

Lost. | | 

Guestion on the rejection ot the bill. 
> The ayes and noes peing called for. thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, 5 anuary,. Johnston, John- 


* 


a 4 


did 


on Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Og- 
den, Paséhal; Phillips, Rabb and Ward—21. 

Noes—Messrs.. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Edwards, Head, Hogg, J asper, Lott, s Means, Porh; Row- 
ett, Stamps and Traite. , 

Carried, and bill rejected. 7 

Oa motion of Mr Caldwell, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill making appropriations for the year one thousand eight 
'huudred and forty-four, was taken up with the report of the 
committee of conference ; which was réad- . 

Oa motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House disagreed to all the 
articles reported by said committes. 

On motion of Mr. Green, another committee of conferrence 
was appointed on the bill ; consisting of Messrs. Green, Ken-. 
‘drick, Ozden, Davis and Maverick. ' 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the rule was iernii and a bill 
to authorize the County of Fort Bend to lay & tax for special 
purposes, was taken upon its ‘2nd readwg from the committee 
with an amendment, viz: 

Provided, however, that should apy law be passed by the 
Congress before that time, giving as large an amount of the di- 
rect tax to Counties for county purposes, WoR this act be null 
and void and of no effect.” 

Adopted. 

Oa motion of Mr. Barnard, rule suspended, bill read 3d time 
‘and passed, 

Oa motion of Mr. Davis, a bill. to prevent the retailing of 
spiritnous liquors in quantities less than one quart, was taken 
‘up and made the special order of the Way for 1L o'clock, Ae: 
morrow. 

A. message was received from. the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had passed the: following: Bills and Resolu- 
‘tions ; 

An act for the ee and encoutagement of the ee? 
‘of the Republic of Texas, 

A substitute to a joint resolution OF the relief of Rose Maho 
ney and Mary Haley. A 

An act req tiring of individuals giving in Lands for taxation~ 
to specify the names of the original grantees or claimants, and 
to designate the county in which said land is situated. 

A joint resolution for-the retief of Henry W. Sihyth, - 

A bill to be entitled: “An act requiring me Auditor to. audit 
the accounts of Erastus Smith.” . ~~ 

An act for the reliéf of Joli Saunders. 
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A bill to be entitled ; “An act to protect the property ty of Tex~ 
ian -prisoners in Mexico.. á 

‘A joint resolution for the relief of Josiah G. Beatty, with an 
amendment. ~ 

An act supplementary to an act amending the’ soveral acts, 
incorporating the city of Houston, with an amendment. 

An act for the relief of Bryan, Austin & Co., with amend- 
ments; and. that they had rejected an act to exempt the citizens 
of the county.of San Patricio from taxation. 

On motion, of Mr. Erath, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
for the relief of Jolin Gregg, was taken up and made the special 
order of the day for 3 o ‘clock, P. M 

-‘Qn motion of Mr, sae the House adjourned until 3 o- 
clock, P. M, 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met—roll called—quorum present. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John Gregg, the special 
order of the day for 3 o’clock, P, m., was taken up on its 2nd 
rending, and |. 

- On motion of Mr, Erath, passed to a third reading. 

An act amendatory to an act to provide for the maintainance 
of peace, and to regulate „friendly intercourse with the Indians, 
was read a third time and passed. ` 

An act to regulate the proceedings in cases of forcible entry 
and detainer ; was read a third time, ` > ` 

The ayes aud noes being aa for thereon stood thus: 

T Bonrland, ¢ Jaldwell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, 
Erath, Gage, Henderson, January. Johnston, Maverick, Mont- 
gomery, Ogden, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and 
Ward--19. 

Noes—- Messrs. ‘Speaker, Barnard ‚Cazneau, Collins, Darnell, 
Gage, Green, Head, Hogg, Jasper, Johnson, Kendrick, Lott, 
Means, and Per son—15. 

Carried and bill passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Geo. W. Smith, late Com- 
missioner to run the boundary line between the United States 
and 'Texas ; read 3d time. 

The ayes ’and noes being called for, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Erath, 
Gage, .Green, Hagler, Henderson, Jannary, Johuston, Johnson, 
Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, ae Paschal, Philips 
Rabb, Rowlett, and Ward—21, 


ALG 


E Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Darnell, Davis, 
Edwards, Head, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Person, Stamps, and Tr uit 
=e e 

The Chair decided the question lost upon constitutional 
grounds, i 

Mr, Green appealed from the decision of the chair. 

The House refused to sustain the chair. 

On motion of Mr Caznean, the rule was suspended, and a 
joint resolution for the relief of Josiah G. Beatty was taken up 
and the amendment of the Senate concurred in. 

A joint resolution relative to the able and patriotic services 
of captain Luis Sanches, was read a third time and passed, 

, An act for the relief of Maria E» Goodwin, Louisiana Harfis, 
Eliza V. Harris and other heirs of Robert W. Harris, deceased ; 
was taken up, read athird time and passed. 

A bill making turther provisions for the settlement of fraudu- 
lent land claims, with the report of the committee on the Judi- 
ciary, recommending a substitute, was taken up on its second 
reading. 

Mr, Phitips, moved its indefinite Onen 

‘The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Catdwell, Caz- 
neau, Collins Caney, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Gage, Gram- 
mont, Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hoge, January, Johuson, 
Jones of Gonzales, ‘Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Og- 
den, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb. Rowlett, and Stamps —29. 

Noes—Messrs. Erath, Head, Jasper, Johnston, Means, Person, 
Truit and Ward—8. 

Carried, and bill indefinitly postponed. , 

On- motion of Mr. Johnston, the rule was suspended, and an 
act to authorize the chief justice of Red River county to take 
possession of the papers and records of Miller county court, was 
taken up, and read a first time. . 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and bill read a second 
time. 

Oa motion, rule further suspended, bill read 3d time, and 
passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that they had passed over the veto.of the President, an act re- 
quiring the Auditor to audit certain claims therein named. 

On motion of Mr. Hagler, the rule was suspended, and an act 
to regulate the tonnage i on steam-packets, was taken "p on its 
2d reading; and, l =- ; 

On motion, passed to a 3d reading 
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Gn motion of Mr. Caldwell, the veto message was taken up, 
and read, A , 

Mr. Henderson moved to lay the bill on the table one day, for 
consideration. . 

ae Jasper moved to adjourn until to-morrow; 10 o’clock a. m. 

ost. 

Question on the passage of the bill over the veto. 

The ayes and noes being taken thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, -Erath, 
Gage, Grammont,,Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, January, 
Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Ogden,Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps andWard—25, 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Davis, Edwards, Head, Jas- 
per, Lott, Means, Person, and Trnit—10. 

Carried, and bill passed. l 

Mr. Lott moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, Saturday. 

Lost. i l : 

Green moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, to-morrow, A. m. 

ost, ies : 

Mr. Davis, until 7 o’clock, this evening. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and an 
act supplementary to an act amending the several acts incor- 
porating the city of Houston, with amendments from the Senate, 
was taken up, and amendments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rnle was suspended, and an act 
to prescribe the duties of district judges, in regard to charging 

` juries, was taken up on its 2d reading; and, 

On motion, passed to 3d reading. 

A bil to grant 4 leagues of land to the Wesleyan college, was 
taken up on its second reading. ; 

Mr. Davis, offered the following amendment : l 

“Be it further enacted, That four additional leagues of land 
be given to each county in the Republic, for the benefit of a col- 
lege.” . 

Sar. Boudaia offered the following amendment: ` 

Strike out “each,” and insert “all other counties.” 

Mr. Ogden offered the following amendment : 

“And that Rusk county be exempt from the provisions of this 
act.” Rejected. 

Mr. Jasper moved the previous question. 

Previous question—Shall the main question be now put ? was, 
put, and carried. 

Main question—the engrossment of the bill. 
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The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnel, 
Doom, Edwards, Green, Jasper, Jones of Gonz, Kendrick, Lott, 
Montgomery, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps, Truit and Ward—18. ,’ 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Davis, Erath, Gage, Gram- 
mont, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jannary, Johnson, Maverick, 
Means, Ogden, Paschal and Person-—16. l 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed, 

Mr. Hoge offered the following resolution : 
Whereas, the resolution adopted by this House, requiring that 

all bills and resolutions be taken up in their regular order, op- 

erates as an impediment to the progress of business, by the 

frequent suspension of the rule ; therefore, be it 

-Resolved, That the rule requiring business, before the House, 
to be taken up in its regular order, be, and the same is hereby- 
rescinded. 

Read, and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, a call of the House was had. 

On motion of Mr. Doom, the call was suspended. 


On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned until to-mor-. 
row morning, 10. o’clok. 


WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, ¢ 
‘ l February 2nd, 1844. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. l 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names, viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Green, 
Head, Hogg, January, Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 


Lott, Maverick, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rowlett, 


‘Stamps, Truit and Ward. 


Quorum present. l 
_ The journal of the precedirg day was reat and adapted. 
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The Committee on Public Lands, M. Ward, Jr., chairman, 
made the following report: 


Commirrer-Room, ? 
February ist, 1844. $ 


Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was reférred the 
President’s message, recommending the repeal of all laws in re- 
Jation to the sale of the Cherokee lands, together with a resolu- ` 
tion requiring said committee to enquire into the propriety of 
‘printing the same, have given the subject all the attention its 
importance merited ; and i a majority of your committee are of 
‘opinion that the printing of said message, at this time, would be 
wholly unnecessary, as a bill for the repeal of the laws, alluded 
to in the message of the President, was in progress at the time 
said message was received, and has since became alaw with his 
approval; “which, in the estimation of your committee, is a con- 
summation of the whole matter; and would, therefore, recom-. . 
mend that no further action be had upon it; and that the com- 
‘mittee be discharged, &c. 


M. WARD, Jg., 
. Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 


The select eommittee, J. Davis, chairman, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill from the Senate, to incorporate the Texas land and 
emigrating company, reported the same back to the House, for 
its consideration ; ; and that they were unable to agree in rela- 
tion thereto. 

Report received, and bill laid upon the table, to come up 
‘among the orders of the day. 

Mr. "Henderson asked leave of the House, to record his vote 
‘on a question taken yesterday, rejecting a bill to repeal all laws 
authorizing the lecation of the seat of government. 

The Chair decided it out of order. 

‘Mr. Hendereon appealed from the decision of the chair, 

“The House sustained the decision. 

Mr. Davis, by leave, presented a letter from General C. D. 
Mercer, which was read. 
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The Committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report ; 


February 2d, 1844, 


Hon. R. SCURRY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and found 
correctly enrolled the following bills and resolutions. 

An act for the relief of Antonio Manchaca. 

An act for the relief of John Saunders. 

An act for the relief of George W. Smyth, as administrator of 
the estate of J oseph Grigsby, deceased. . 

An aci requiring the Auditor to audit the accounts of the 
heirs of Erastus Smith. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smith, sheriff of 
Galveston county. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbins, 
deceased ; and 

An act to protect the property of Texian prisoners in Mexico. 

The same, having been signed by. the Speaker df the House 
of Representatives and President of the Senate, were, this day, 
presented to his Excellency, the President, for his approval. 


S. A. MAVERICK, 
Chairman. 
Which report was adopted. 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port: 


To the Honorable R. Scurry, 
* Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committe on Engrossed Bills have examined, and found: 
correctly engrossed,—— 

An act to amend a supplementary act, entitled an act to raise a 
revenue by impost duties, approved January 27th, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two ; ; and 

A joint resolution for the relief of Daniel Alexander- 


H. K. PERSON, 
f  . One of the Coinmittee. 


‘Which report was adopted. — - 
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Tue committee of conference, oft an amendment inade to a 
dill reguiating elections, made the following report: 


Com mittee-room, Feb. 1, 1844. 


To the Hon. RICHARDSON SCURRY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee of conference, from the Hon. Senate and 
House of Representatives, appointed to confer upon an amend- 
ment made by the Senate, to a bill regulating elections, origin- - 
ating in the House, which amendment was as follows, to wit: 
In sixth line, of section 6th, strike out the words “upon oath,” 
and insert “or some safe conveyance”—the amendment rejected 
by the House of Representatives, and insisted upen by the Se- 
nate, beg leave to report, that after a conference had, they have 
agreed to recommend, that the Senate recede from its amend- 
mendments ; and that both Houses agree to the following, viz: 

In section 6tn, 4th line, after the word “and” strike out all 
the following, so far as to include the words “return day” in 
sixth line of said section, and in lieu thereof, insert the follow- 
ing, viz: 

“Transmitted to the Chief Justice by one of the Managers or 
by some responsible person, who shall cause the same to be de- 
livered under the penalties of this act or by mail, (which shall 
be. free of postage) so that it shall reach the chief justice before 


the return day.” 
; JESSE. GRIMES, 
Chairman on the part of the Senaie. 


JOSEPH H. BARNARD), - 
Chairman on the part of the House. 


Which report was received and adopted. 

` On motion of Mr. Green, the letter from General Mercer was 
‘taken ‘up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, General Mercer was granted leave 
to address the House at 3 o'clock, P. m. 6n a bill to incorporate 
the Texas Land and Emigrating Company. 

Mr. Kendrick, by leave, aoned a joint resolution tor the 
relief of Ward and Togram, which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the rnle was suspended, and 
bill read second time. 

‘Mr. Heiiderson moved to refer the ii to the committee on 
Finahce, Löste 


{2g 


Air: Kendrick, moved the engrossment of the bill 
‘I'he ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 
Ayes— Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Guney; 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, 
January, Johnston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick; 
Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett and Ward 
—25. 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Edwards, Head, Hender 
son, Hogs, Johnston, Lott, Means, Stamps and Truit-——11, 
Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed: 
Mr. Kendrick, moved a further suspension of the rule, to 
place the bill on the 3d reading. ` 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell; Caz- 
neau, Collins, Cuney, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Orammont, 
Green, Hagler, Head, January, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales; 
Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, 
Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Ward—29. 


Noes—Messrs. Edwards, Henderson, Hogg, Johnston, Means 
and ` Truit—6. 
Carried and rule suspended. 
Question on the passage of the bill. 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus; 
Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Davis, Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler; 
January, Jonson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps 
and Ward —25. . 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker; Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg; 
Johnston, Lewis, Lott, Means and Truit—10. 
Carried and bill passed. 
Mr. Ogden, offered the following resolution : l 
“Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, That it is | 
the sense of this House, that it is impolitic and inexpedient to 
incorporate in the general appropriation bill, any bills for the 
relief of private individuals.” 
“Mr. Caldwell. moved to lay the resolution on the table. | 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows : 
Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Gaze. Green, Hag- 
ler, Head, Johuston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal, Phillips, and Ward—l15. 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, .Collins, Cuney, Darnell 
Davis, Edwards, Erath, Grammont, Henderson, Hogg, January 
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Johnson, Lewis, Lott, Means, Ogden, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, 

Stamps and Truit—20. 

Motion lost. 

, Mr. Philips. offered the following amendment © 
Strike out allafter the word- “for” in Aft line, and insert 

“private or local purposes.” 

Mr. Hogg, moved the previous question. f 
The previous question—shall the main question be now put? 
The ayes and noes beiùg called for, thereon, stood thus: 

' Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney- 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Green, Head, Hender, 
son, Hogg, Jasper, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonz., Lott, 
Means, Ogden, Person, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward 
—27, 

Noes—Messrs.Caldwell, Cazneau, Gage, Grammont, Hagler, 
January. Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, 
and Phillips— L2. i l 

Carried. l 

The main qtrestion—the adoption of the resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus . 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Grammont, Head, 
Henderson, Hogg, January, Jasper, Johnson, Lewis, Lott, 
Means, Ogden, Person,Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and Ward 
—27. 

. Noes-—Messrs, Caldwell {Cazneau, Gage,'Green, Hagler, Jones 
of Gonzales, Kendrick,-Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, and 
Phijlips—11. - = 

Carried, and resolution adopted. 

A message was received from the President, returning a joint 
resolution for the relief of Geo. W. Terrell, with his objections 
thereto in writing, 


Mr. Means, offered the following resolution : 
+t Whereas, by a resolution of the House of Ropresentatives 


of the Republic of Texas, appointing three members of saté 


House to proceed forthwith to the city of Austin, to examire 
into the condition of the Records and Archives of the General 
Land-oftice, and report, é&c., passed January Ist, one, thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four, two of the members of this House 
proceeded to make such examination and report, and. 

« Whereas, in said report, said committee made charges of 
the most henious nature against the character ef the Gommis- 
sioner of the General Land-office, and Ea 


r 
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« Whereas, such charges are wholly irreleyant to the duty 
assigned said committee by said resolution, Therefore, 

“Be it resolved, That all such charges, contained in said 
report, bz expunged from the journals of this House, and thatthe 
Clerk of this House be instructed by the Hon. Speaker, to cat- 
ry into effect forthwith, the provisions of this resolution.” 

Mr. Caldwell, moved to make the resolution the special or- 
der for 11 o’clock, Monday. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, 
Erath, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Johnson, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Paschal, Rabb, and Ward—15. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, 
Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper. Johnston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Lewis, Lott, Means Persou, Rowlett, Stamps and. 
Truit—19. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Erath, moved to make the resolution the special order for 
4 o’clock, P. M. 

Mr. Person, moved the previous question. Lost. 

Question on making the resolution the special order for 4 
o’clock, P. M. æ . 


Carried. ; 
Mr. Doom, by leave, introduced a bill to prevent the obstruc- 


tion of navigable rivers and streams ; which was read first 


time, , 
On motion, the rule was suspended, bill read 2nd time and 


ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Doom, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Person, by leave, introduced a joint resolution requiring 
Brig. General E, Morehouse to settle certain accounts ; which 
was read a firsttime. l 

On motion of Mr. Green, a resolution calling upon the Secre- 
tary of War and Navy, for copies of documents, was taken up 
on its adoption ; and, ~ 

On motion, was adopted. , 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 


relief of James Reily, which was read a first time. 
Mr. Heriderson moved the suspension of the rule, to place the: 


pill on its 2d reading. 
On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was ordered, 


On motion of Mr. Person, the call was suspended, 
Question on the suspension of the rule, 
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Carried, and bill read 2d time . 

Mr. Cazneau offered the following amendmen t—an additional 
section : f 

“Beit further resolved, That the sum of fifteen hundred dal- 
lars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated; to pay the back 
salary of M. B Lamar; and the sum of eleven hundred and 
forty-seven dollars, to pay the salary of D. G. Rurnett” 

(he ayes and noes being called for, on its adoption, steod thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Bontland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Davis, Doom, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Moutgomery, Ogden, 
Paschal, Phillips, Rabb and Ward—21, . 

Noes——Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Guney, Darnell, 
Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, Person, 
Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—ié. 

Carried, and amendment adopted. 

Question on the engrossment of the bill. 

`The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stocd thus : 

Ayes— Messrs, Bourland, Caldwell, Caznean. Davis, Doom, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, January, Johnston, Johnsen, Jones of 
Gonz., Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Phillips, Rabb 

aud Ward—19, 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Edwards, Hagler, Head, Hencerscn, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, 
Paschal, Person, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit--18. 

Carried and bill ordered to be engrossed. 


THE SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 


A bill to prevent the retailing of spirituous liquors in quanti- 
ties less than one quart, was taker. 3 up on its 2d reading. 

On motion of Mr. Lott. a call <f the House was had, 

On motion, Messrs. Lewis and Jones, of Galveston, were ex- 


cused. 
Mr. Green offered an ame adment: 
“Strike out “quart” and insert “jug or gourd.” 


Mr. Paschal moved the previous question, 

Previous question--shali the main question be now put? was, 
put and carried, 

Maia question—the passage of the bill to a third readin Ng. 

The ayes and noes being cahed for tsreon, slee tales, 

Ayes—Messrs. Ca Idwell, Cazneau, Coll.n Date ti Deris, 
Doom, Ed wards, Head, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, Ogden, Phi. 
llips, Rabb, Rowlett and Truit—17. 
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Noes~—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Erath, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Henderson, January, “Johnson, Johnston, 


Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, 
Person, Stamps and Ward—19. 


Lost, and bill rejected. 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following TE- 
port: 


Commrrres-Room, 
February 2d, 1844.- 
Hon. R. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act 
more permanently to establish the county seat of Bowie county. 
An act to prevent smuggling. 
A bill to authorize the “county of Fort Bend to levy a tax for 
special purposes. 
A bill to repeal, in part, and amend an act incorporating the 
city of Galveston. 
A joint resolution for the relief of Holland Coffee. 
An act to endow the Wesleyan male and female college of 
San Augustine. 
An act to mount, equip, unspike. and, purchase ammunition 
for, the artillery of the Republic, at Galveston ; and 
A joint resolution for the relief of James Reily; and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 
M. WARD, Jr., 
JAMES H. JOHNSTON, 


l Two of said Committee, 
Which report was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Means, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock, 
P, M.. 


a E THREE O'CLOCK, P, M 


House met—roll called—quorum present, 
Mr. Darnell moved -to re-consider the vote taken this morn- 


ing, on the passage of ajoint resolution for the reliet of Messrs. 
Ward & Ingram- `’ ~. 


Motion laid on the table. _ 
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, ‘On motion of Mr. Darnell, the vote was re-considered, gtant- 
ing General Mercer leave to address the House, on a bill to in- 
corporate the Texas land and emigrating company. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned until 5 o'clock, 
P. M: PET 


as 5 o'clock, P. s 


House inet—roll called—quorum present, 

Mr. Collins, by leave, introduced an act making appropria- 
tions for the part payment of the seamen and officers of the navy. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, bill read 2d time, and 

ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of bas Cazneau, the rale was further Saspended: 
bill read a 3d tim 

The ayes and noes being called for on its final passage, stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bonrland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Davis, Gage Green, Hagler, Henderson, January, 
Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Galveston, Jones of ‘Gonzales, 
Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Phillips, 
Rabb, and Ward—24. 

Noes—- Messrs. Speaker, Darnell, Edwards, Grammont, Head, 

<- Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, Person, Stamps and Truit—12. 

Carried, and bill passed. ' 

A A message was reczived fromthe Senate, informing the House 
that they have concurred in the amendments of the House, to ` 
an act authorizing the Secretary of War and Navy to contract 

* for eae the navy in ordinary; and 

That they had approved of the’ report of the committee f 
conference, on a bill regulating elections; and 

That they had passed a substitute for a joint resolution, au- 
thorizing the President to commission a major-general of mili- 
‘fia; and 

That they had passed an act to provide for the mode of taking 
interrogatories, where witnesses are beynd the limits of the Re-” 
public, with amendments ; and 

ra A joint resolution for the relief of certain disabled Jandsmen 

‘ i and seamen, with amendments ; and 
That they had’ rejected an act requiring the Auditor t to at- 

dit certain accounts therein named ; and 


* 
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That the ey had passed, over the veto of the President, a joiné 
resolution for the relief of Mrs. Sarah N. Hubert. 

Mr, Cognean, by Icave, intreduced a joint résolution for the 
election of e jef jusiiees for Xeétugio aud Goliad counties, waich 
Was rend a first time 

Ou votion, the rule Was spenden, bill read a 2d time. 

Bir Re azaoad offered the following amendment : 

lusort ‘Ban Patricio.” gen 

On | ue the biil was crdcrea to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was further suspended, 
the Lill read 3d Unie, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Darucil, the rule was suspended, and an 
act to endow the, Wesleyan male and female eollege of San Au- 

gustine, was taken up, and read a 3d time. 

Mr. Stamps moved the suspension of the rule prohibiting bills 
from being amended on their third reading. Lost. 

Question on the passage of the bill. 

The ayes sud noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Caney, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Green, Hagler. Head, 
Jasper, Joues of Galve ston, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, 
Montgom nery, Ogden, Rab b. Rowiett. ‘Fruit and Ward—23. 

Nozs— Messrs. Barnard, Davis, Gage, Henderson , Hogg, Jan- 
uary, Johnston, Johnson, Maverick, Paschal, Person, Phillips 
and Stamps— 13. 

Carried and bill passed, 

Mr. Henderson enquired of the chair if the bill just passed, 
was not for private aud local purposes, and requiring two thirds- 
of the House to pass it. 

The chair decided that it was not. Mr Henderson appealed 
from the decision of the chair. 

The House sustained the chair. 

Mr. Head offered the following resolation. 

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives be authorized to pay to B. M. Hatfield out of the contin- 
gent fund of the House, the sım of dollars for and in eon- 
sideration of the use and occupaucy of the building furnished 
by him for the Honse of Representatives, 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the resolution was referred to the 
committee on contingent ex penses. 

On motion of Mr. "Davis, a bill incorporating the Texas Land 
and Emigrating Company. was taken up on its 2d reading. 

Mr. Cazneau “offered the following ainendment. 

Be it further enacted, That the said Company shall be held 
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Wresporisible f or all debts contracted, connected with the contracts 
chee to in the Lst seetion of this act! Adopted, 
Mr Jones of Gonzales, offered the fclowing amendn-cut, 


Strike out all of section 5th, afier the ee ~ ards, and 
insert, “uat the birther time of six months from the first day 
of iniy next, be alowed the partics to tue eee ruade on the 
Urn day of Jannary, onet! honsand eight hundred and forty- 
three p. iSiast to tie oint rés lution of Congress, of the 16th 
day of said month, be allowed to the party therein named, for 
tue jntroduction ee settiement of the Ist two hundred and fifty 
families, required tiereby to be settled on the lands granted by 
said contract, aud the contracts referred to in the said joint res- 
olation, Pr ovided, Tat the provisions of this section. shall 
apply only to suca lands as may ‘lie east of the bonhaary estab- 
lisaed by tue treaty negotiated, or to be negotiated with the Iun- 
dians, under the act of “the Lath January, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-three, entitled an aet to provide for the es- 
tabushment and muinfainance of peace, and to regulate friendly 
intercourse with the Ludians.” Adopted. i 

Question on passifig bill to a third reading. l 

‘The ayos and noes being calied for ther eon, stood thus : 
Ayes— Messrs, Barnard, “Caldwell. Caznean, Darnell, Davis, 
Edwards, Gage, Green, Hagler, January, Jasper, Johnsen, Jones 
of Gonzales, “Jones of Galveston, Kendrick, Lott, Maver ick, 
Montgomery, Ozden, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps 
and Truit—25- 

Noes--Messrs. Speaker Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Henderson, 
Hogg, Johnston, Means, Paschal and Ward—10. 

Carried, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A resolution to expunge from tue journals, the report of the 
archive committee, being special order for 4 o’clock, P: M.; was 
takeu up on its adoption. 

Mr. Person moved the previous question, 

Mr. Keudriek moved a call of the House.- Carried. 

Mr. ais moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock, P. M. Lost: 

Mr. Green moved to adjourn until LO o'clocl k, to-morrow. 

T l 

On motion the House adjourned until 7 o’clock, P, M; 


7 ocLock, P. m. 
House nfet-—roll called—quory a present. 


‘ A joint regolution to explinge om the journals thé report of 


1 


Asa 


the atchive committee, undcr consideration when the House ad. 
pa 

A call of the House pending 

Mr..Barnard moved to suspend the call; Lost. 
_ On motion of Mr. Stamps, a further call was suspended, and 
Messrs Collins, Cuney and Darnell excused. 

Question on the adoption of the resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus : 
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Ayes—Messrs. Davis, Edwards, Erath, Head, Henderson, 
. Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, Rowlett, Stamps and Troit—12, 


Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourlatid, Caldwell, Caz- 
nean, Gaze, Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones 
6f Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Motitgomery, Ogden, Paschal, 
Person, Phillips, Rabb and Ward—21. 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard a bill for the relief of McKinney 
a Williams, was taken up and made the special order of the 

day for to-morrow at 11 a. m. l 

On motion of Mr Gage, a bill to attagh certain territory 
therein named to Rusk county for Judicial and other purposes, 
was taken up on its second reading, 

Mr. Hogg moved its indefinite postponement. 

The: ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus; 

y ssrs. Speaker, Barnard, Darnell. Davis, Edwards, 
Head, ‘Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Person, Stamps and. Tru- 
t—13, 


Zourland, Caldwell, Cagnean, Doom, Erath, 
Gace a Green, Hagler, January, Johnston, Jofmson, 
Kendrick, M: werick; Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, 
Rabb and Ward —20. 

Lost. 

Mr. Grammont moved the engrossment of the bill. 

"Fhe ayes and noes being éalled for, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Gage; 
Granmont, Green, Hagler. Jaanary, Joh nston, Johnson, Ken- 
drick M: erick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Philips, Rabb 
and Ward—l9. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker; Barnard, Darnell, Davis, Edwàtds, 
Erath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Means, Person, 
Stamps and Truit—15., 

Carried and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a bill for the relief of 5. G, Nor- 
vell, was taken up, réad sécond. time and ordered to be engrossed. 
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Mr, Jasper moved to take up a bill for the relief of the Sher. 
iff of Houston county. Lost. l o 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill for the more prompt collection 
of direct taxes, was taken up read a second time aud referred 
to the committee on Finance. . 

On mption of Mr. Hagler a joint resolntion for the relief of 
Rose Mahoney and Mary Healey, with the substitute of the Sen- 

- ate, was taken up and substitute adopted, 

Mr. Hogg offered the following resolution. 

Béit resolved; That the. report made by the commissioner of 
the General Land Office. be spread upon the journals with the 
report of the commnttee, &ppginted by the House, to cyamine ang 
report the state of the archives of the General Land Cfi:ee. 

Mr, Kendrick moved to lay the resolution upon the table, 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stocd’thus: 

Ayes— Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Gage, Green, Hagier, Jan- 
uary. Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Mout- 
gomery, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb and Ward— 15. 

Noes——Messr&. Barnard, Bourland, Darnell, Davis, Doom, 
Edwards, Erath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jaxper,Johnston, Lott, 

' Means, Person, Stamps and Truit--17. Lost, 
* Mr. Person moved to adjourn until to-morrow ten o’clock. 

Lost. 

Mr. Hogg moved the adoption of the resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was had. 

Mr. Lott moved to adjourn until Monday ten o’clock. Lost. 

Mr. Caldwell moved to adjourn until to-morrow ten o'clock. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon. stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bonrland, «‘aldwell Cazneau, Cuney. Doom, 
Erath, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Johuson, 
Jones of Gonz , Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person 
Phillips and Rabb—20. . i 

Noes—Messrs. Barnard, Darnell, Davis, Edwards, Head, Hen- 
derson, Hoge, Jasper Johnston, Kendrick, Lott, Means, Stanips, 
Troit and Ward—15. l 

es and House adjourned until to-morrow morning ten 
o’clock, 


f 
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WASHINGTON, SATURDAY, ch. 3d. 1844, 


a 


‘The House met pursuant te adjonrnment. s 
Prayer by toe Chaplain. i an cae 
The roll being called the following mumbers answered ta 

their names, Viz. l l 
Messrs. Speaker, Barnard Bourland Caldwell Caznean, Col- 

fins, Darneli, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grangmont, 

Henderson, January, Joimston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, 

Kendrick, Lott, Montgomery. Ogdey, Paschal, Person, Phil- 

lips, Rabb, Stainps, ‘Trait and Ward. 

Quorum present. g nee 

Journal of the preceeding day was read atid adapted. °. 

A resolution requiring the Clerk to spread upori the journals 
the Report of the Commissioner of the General Land-oflice, 
with the Report of the committee appointed ‘to examine Ar- 
ceives, &e., under consideration when the House adjourned. 

Call of the House pending. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick. Messrs. Jasper, Lewis and Jones 
of Galveston, were excused fram attendance on the Flouse. 

Mr. Hogg, moved to appoiut a committee to take the votes of 
Messrs. Jasper, Lewis and Jones of Galveston, 

Lost. 

Qn motion a further call of the House was suspended. 

Mr. Cazneau. moved to lay the resolution on the talle. 

‘Phe ayes and noes being called for thereoh, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Caldwell, Cazneau, Brath, Gage, Green, Iag- 
ler, January, Johnson, Jones 6f Gonziles, Kendrick, Maverick, 
Montgomery, Qgden, Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps and 
Ward—l18. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, 
Darvell, Davis, Dooin, Edwards, Head. Henderson, Hoge, 
Johnston, Lott, Means, Person, Rowlett, and ‘Truit—18, i 


Motion lost. Brg . 
Mr. Hogg, offered the following amendment, to wit’; | 
Strike ont the words “report made” and insert “the letter ad- 
dressed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives.” ‘ 
The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus. 
Ayes—Messrs Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darrell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, John- 
ston, Lott, Means, Person, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—19. 
Noes —Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Gage, Green, Hagler 
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| January, Johnson, Jones.of Gonz, Kendrick, Maverick, Mont- 
gomtery, Ogdeh, Paschal, Philips, Rabb and Ward—16. 

Amendment adopted.. 

.A message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary Thommas Green, informing the House, oft the passage of 
the following bills, to wit,: 

A bill to authorize thé County Court: of Fort; Bend, to levy a 
tax for special purposes 
* An act entitled : “An act suplementar; y to the several laws 
regulating license taxes, ` 

A jõint resolution to adjourn. sine die on the 5th instant. 


A bill'to be entitled: “An act'to avithorize the. holding of the 
District Court in two places in Fannin County and for other 
purposes.” 

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Yocum’s ad- 
ministrator, with amendments, and 


An act for the relief of persons who have furnished supplies 
for the public service, ` 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, all,after the’ word “journals? was 
stricken out, in the resolution. 

Mr, Lott, moved the adoption of the resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, a call of the House was ordered, 

On motion of Mr.‘Cuney, a farther call was suspended. 

Question on the adoption of the resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Head, Hender son, Hogg, Jasper, John- 
ston; Lott, Means, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—18. 

Noes— Messrs. Bourland, „Caldwell, Cazneau, Erath,, Gage, 
Grammont; Green; Hagler, January, Johnson, Jones. of Gonz : 
Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, 
Phillips, Rabb and Ward—20. z 

Lost, and resolution rejected. f 
. A message was received from the Senate informing the 

House of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

A joint resolution for the relief of James Reily. 

A joint resolution for the election of Chief Justices for Refu- 
gio, Qoliadand San Patricio Counties, and’ 

That they have rejected, an act to endow the Wesleyan 
Male aad Female College of San Augustine. 

Mr. January, offered a resolution. to’ go- into the election of 
Judge of the: fourth Judicial District. 

‘Mr. Green,offered the following amendment : 
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Strike out “4 o’clock, this evening” and insert “Monday 5th, 
at ten o’clock.” l 

Lost. . : 

On motion, Mr. January was granted leave to withdraw 
said resolution. ‘ 

Mr. Kendrick, moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, P. mM. ~ 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau,” Doom, Erath, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, Kendrick, Maverick, Pas- 
chal, Rabb and Ward—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, 
Darnell, Davis, Edwards, Head, Hogg, Jasper, Johnson, Lott, 
Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Person, Phillips, Rowlett, 
Stamps and Truit---21. i 

Motion lost. 

Mr, Green, moved a call of the House. 

Lost. 

Mr. Green, moved to adjourn until half past 2 o’clock, P. m. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Gage, Grammont 
Green, Hagler, January, and Maverick—s. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, 
Davis, Edwards, Erath, Head, Hogg, Jasper, Johnson, Lott, 
Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb, 
_ Rowlett, Truit and Ward—23. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. January, moved a call of the House. Lost. 

Mr. Green, moved to adjourn until quarter past 3 o’clock, P. 
Mm. Lost, 

Mr. Green, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“Resolved, That the House with the concurrence of the 
Senate, will go into the election of Judge of the 4th Judicial! 
District, on Monday next at eleven o’clock, A. M.” 

Mr. Cazneau, moved a call of the House. Lost. 

The Engrossing committee made the following Report: 


Houses or REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 3d, 1844. 
Hon. R. SCURRY, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a join 
resolution for the election of chief justices of Refugic, Goliadt 
and San Patricio counties. ae et 


+ 
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ABB. 


A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Q, Norvall; and 
An act to attach certain ‘territory therein named'to Rusk 
county. for judicial and other purposes; and find the same 
‘correctly engrossed. 
_ | M. WARD, jr., 
one of said committee., 


1 


Which rèport was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Hagler, the communications of S. L. Jones 
and L. S. Hagler, in relation to the contested election, were re- 
ferred to the committee on Privileges and Elections, to report on 
Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M. 


= 


3 CLOCK, P. M. 


House met—roll caled—-quòrum present. l 

A resolution to go into the election of Judge of the 4th Judi- 
cial District, under consideration when the House adjourned. 

Question on the adoption of the resolution. 

Carried, and resolution adopted. . 

The committee on Finance, James H. Johnston, Chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled: “An act for the 
more prompt collection of the direct tax,” reported the same 
back to the House, with an additional section, and recommend 
its passage. | j 

The committee on Public Lands, M. Ward, jr. chairman, 
made the followiag report : l 


i 


Commirree Room, | 
February 1st, 1844. 


Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


"Zhe committee on Public Lands, to whom was refered a bil 
donating thitee hundred anid twenty acres of land to actual set- 
tlers on the land formerly. o¢cupied by the Cherokee Indians, 
and for other purposes, have had the same under consideration 
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and a majority of your committee have instructed nié to report 
a substitute for the bill and recommend its passage. | 
M. WARD, Jz.,. 
Chairman. 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills made. the following Ye- 
port: 


House of REPRESENTATIVES, } 
February 3d, 1844, | 


To the Honorable R. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Represéntatives : 


The Committe on Engrossed Bills have examined, an act 
making appropriations for the part pay of officers and seamen of | 
the Navy, and found the same correctly engrossed. 


WM. H. BOURLAND, 


one of the committee. 


The committee on enrolled. bills made the following report: 


. February 3d., 1844. 
To the Hon, R.. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on enrolled bills have examined and found 
correctly enrolled the following buls and resolutions. |. 

An act to amend an act, passed January Sth, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, respecting wreck masters. 

An act to prevent the obstruction of navigable rivers and 
streams. : 

A joint resolution for the relief of Rose Mahoney and Mary 
Healey. ` 

A joint resolution for the relief of Ward and Ingram. 

An act supplementary to an act, amending the several acts 
incorporating the city of Houston; and 

A joint resolution for the relief of Josiah G.-Beatty; the 
same having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and President of the Senate, were this day presen- 
ted to his excellency the President for his approval: 

_ . | BOA MAVERICK, 

l Chaitman- 
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The committee on tontingent expenses, H. Kendrick, chair- 
mas, to whom was referred avesolution to allow B, M. Hatfield 
a- compensation for the use of the house occupied by the house 
of Representatives; reported the same back to the house and 
recommended the blank be filled with “one. hundred and fifty 
dollars,” and the adoption of the resolution. 

On motion the rule was suspended and the resoltition taken 
u 

“Mr. Hogg moved to strike out “one hundred and fifty,” and 
insert “one hundred.” Lost. : 

On motion the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Green by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of Prisoners in Mexico; read first time. 

On motion rule suspended, resolution read a second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion, rule further TRT) resolution read 3d time. 

The ayes and ‘noes being called for on its firal passage, stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Col- 
lins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Fath, Gage, Grammont; 
Green, Hagler, Hendersou, Hogg, January, Johnson, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, 
Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett and Stamps—28. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Edwards, Lott, Person and Trait—b. 

Carried and resolution passed. 

Mr. Kendrick offered a resolution requesting the Senate to 
furnish this House with documentary testimony in relation to 
elections in San Patricio county, which was adopted. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That all committees of this House be instructed to 
report back to this Honse, on Monday morning next all bills, 
. resolutions, messages and other papers referred to them; and 
that members of the House be permitted to withdraw all peti- 
tions. claims and accounts, presented by them, and upon which 
no definite action has been taken. Adopted. 

The select committee Phillip M. Cuney, chairman, made the 
following report, to wit: 


Hon. R. ‘Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Rë spirésentutives : : 


The select committee to whom was referred a joitit resolution 
for the relief of J. O. Blair and Alonzo Blair, have had the same’ 
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tinder consideration and beg leavé to report to thé house a sub- 
stitute for the same, and recommend its passage. 

Mr. Bourland by leave introduced the following resolution, 
to wit: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this House; that until the 
report of a Committee is adopted, the same does not becomé a 
part of the public journals. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the resolution was laid on the table 
until Monday next at 12 o’clock, m. l 

A bill for the relief of McKinney & Williams, being the spe- 
cial order of the day, was taken up with the amendments from 
the committee on claims and accounts, which amendments were 
-adopted. | 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 3d section of the bill was strick- 
en out. ; 

2 Mr: Hagler offered the following amendment. me, 
: Be it further enacted, That all Naval officers and seamen, ; 


"to whom the government is indebted for services rendered, may 


present their claims to the auditor for settlement, and when au- ¢ 
dited they shall have the same privilege of surrendering their 

audited drafts in the hands of the original holders,. and shall ¢ 
receive land scrip for the same, at thesame rate, and in the / 
same manner as 1s provided in the foregoing sections of this 

bill, for the benefit of McKinney & Williams. $ 

Mr. Cażnean offered the following amendment to the amend- i 

ment of Mr. Hagler, to wit: 


And that the auditor be and he is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to issue land scrip at the same rate to comniodore E. W: 
Moore and colonel R Washington for the steam boat Merchant; 
(which vessel was ordered by the department of War and Navy 
to co-operate with the Navy, and was lost in the service,) so 
soon as either of them produces to that officer the proper vouch- 
ers of her cost, , 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau; Collins, Cuney, Erath, 
Gage, Grammont, Green, Haglet, Head, Henderson, January. 
Johnston, Johrison, Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, 

‘Person,Rowlett and Stamps—21. Z 
___Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Caldwell, Darnell, Davis, 
: Doom, Edwards, Hogg, Jones of Gonzales, Lott, Paschal, Phil- 
lips, Rabb, Truit and Ward—15. 
; Amendment adopted. 
as January moved to refer the bill to a select committee., _ 
ost. j 


% 
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5 Question on the adoption of Mr. Hagier’s amendment, to the) 
= amendment, 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon, stood thus: K 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cuney, Gage, Green, Hagler, Janu- } 
ary, Johnston, Maverick, Montgomery, Person-and Stamps—11/ 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Colli ins;, 
Darnell, Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Grammont, Head, Hen- > 
derson, Hogg, Johnson, Jones of Gonz., Kendrick, Lott, Ogden, í 
Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Truit and Ward—25, A 

Amendment rejected. 3 

Mr. Kendrick moved the previous question- 

The question; shall the main question be now put? was put 
and carried. 

The main question—the passage of the bill to a 3d reading, 
was then put and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 3d time, 

The ayes and noes being called for on its final passage, stood | 
thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland; Caldwell, Caz- 
neau, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath, Grammont, 
Green, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lott, 
Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps 
and Ward—26, 

Noes—Messrs. Edwards, Gage, Hagler, Head, Henderson, 
Hogg, January, Means, Paschal, Pers son and Truit—11. 

Carried and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Green, an act to incorporate the Texas 
Land and Emigrating company, was taken up on its third read- 
in 
Pho ayes and noes being called for, on its final passage, stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Davis, Grammont, Green, Kendrick, 
Maverick, Montgomery and Rabb—8. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Doom, Edwards, Erath, Hagler, Head, Flenderson, Hogg. Janu- 
ary, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Means, Ogden, Pas- 
chal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps, Truit and Ward —25, 

Lost, and bill rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, Thomas Green, informing the House of the passage of 
the following bills : 


A bill to repeal, in part, and amend, an act incorporating the 
city of Galveston. 
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An act more permanent! y to establish the connty seat of Bows 
ie county. 
f An act making an appropriation for the part pay of officers 
2 and seamen of the navy. 


{ 
ye 


A joint resolation for the relief of Holland: Coffee, vi | 


meucinents’s and 

< Thatthe Senate had concurred in a resolution to go into the 
election for judge of the 4th Judicial District, on Monday next, 
at LU‘o’clock, a. M. 

Mr. Hagler moved to take up a bill ta regulate tonnage duties, 
&e. Carried. 

Bill read 3d time, and passed. _ 

On motion of Mr. Johnston, a joint resolution for the relief 
of Holland Coffee, with amendments from the Senate, was ta- 
keu up, and amendments of Senate concurred in. 

On motion of Mr: Hogg, a bill authorizing sheriffs to sigsess 
and collect taxes from those who have not rendered au inven- 
tory to the Assessor, for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two, and one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, 
and other purposes, was taken up, read a 2d time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion, rule was suspended, bill read 3d time. 

"Fhe ayes and noes being called for, on its final passage, stood 
thus : 

Ayes-—Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Darnell, Edwards, Green, 
Head, Hogg, Jasper, Lott, Maverick, Means, Montgomery, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward—15. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell; Cazneau, Collins, Caney, 
Doom, Brath, Gage, Hagler, Henderson, Januar y, Johnston, Jones, 
of Gonzales, Kendrick, Ogden and Phillips—t%6. 

Lost, and bill rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Caznean, a bill, to be entitled an act to pro-. 
vide for the annexation of Texas to the United States of Ame- 
rica, was taken up and read a third time. e 

‘Mr. Davis moved to lay'the bill on the table. 

On motion of Mr, January, the House adjurned. until 7 o ‘lock: 


P.M. 


= 


Ft coLock, P. M., 
House met—roll called—quomm present, _ . 
A bill, to be entitled an act to provide for the innpxation of 


t: 
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‘Texas to the United States of America, under consideration 
when the House adjourned. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the previous question. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion, Mr. Jasper was excused from attegdance on the 


House. 
Mr. Edwards moved to adjourn until Monday, 10 o'clock, 


A. M. 


The ayes and noes being called for, thereon; stood thus: 


Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Cuney, Darnell, Edwards, 
Green, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lott, Means and 'Truit—12- 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Collins, Davis, 
Doom, Erath, Gage, Grammont, January, Johnston, Johnson, 


-Jones of Gonz, , Maverick, Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, 


Rabb, Rowlett and Ward—22, 
Motion lost. 
Mr. Cuney moved to suspend a further call of the House. 
, Lost. 
“On motion of Mr. Maverick, a further sal of the House was 


suspended. 
Mr. Davis moved.the House go into secret session. 


The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Collins, 
Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doom, Erath, Grammont, Head, Hen. 
derson, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Lott, Ma- 
verick, Means, Montgomery. Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, 
Rowlett, Truit and Ward—28.. 

Noes——Messrs. Cazneau, Edwards, Gage, Green, Hagter, Ja- 


nuary and Stamps—7. 


Carried. 


Mr. Cazneau appealed from the decision of the chair, and 
conténded that the House could not go into secret session, while 
the previous question was pending, and another bill under con- 
sideration. 

. The Chair decided his appeal out of order, and the House 
went into secret session. l : 

On motion, the doors were opened, 

The committee of conference, to whom‘was referred the dis- 
agreement of the two Houses, upon a vill making appropria- 
tions for the support of Government, for the year one thonsand 
eight hundred and torty iaun, made the ene T to 
wit: 

EEE 
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Committee-room, Feb. 3, 1844. 


To the Honorable Speaker, 
House of Representatives : 


A majority of the committee on the part of the House, ap- 
pointed to, confer with a similar committee on the part of the- 
Seuate, on the subject of the amendments to the bill entitled an 
act making appropriations for the support of the Government 
for the yearone thousand eight hundred and forty-four, report 
to the House the agreement of the committee of conference, as 

follows: 

lst. The committee recommend that the sum of $10, 000 be 
inserted in the bill, in lieu of $15,000—in the PD bill, for 

pay and mileage of members of Congress. 

2. The committee recommend that the sum of $2, 500 be in- 
serted, for contingent fund of the Executive Department. | 
3. The committee recommend that the Senate concur with 
he House in filling the blank with $12,000 for carrying the 

nails, for the year 1844. 

4. The committee recommend, that $400 betinserted, for con- 

nge ent fund of Freasuty Department, instead of $500, in the 
original bill. 

5. They further. agree, that the sum of $800 be inserted. in 
the bill for the contingent fund of the Department of War and 
Marine, in lieu of $1,500. 

6. They further agree, that one hundred and fifty dollars be 
insexted, for the coitingent fand of the Attorney- General’s office, 
in ae of $200. 

i. They further agree, that the Senate concur in the emend- 
menis of the. House, making appropriatiers for the contingent 
a of the General Land-office, 

‘Tne comuinittee recommend, that 15 clerks be allowed f for 
the yarious departments, instead of 21, as in the original bill; 
acd thatthe sum of $11,600 be inserted, for the paytuent of the 
SQ, 3 1n lien of 15 "009, as in the original bill—-to be paid at 
the come rates as aliowed in 1843: provided the Chief Clerk 

of the State Department shall uot receive the $550 as head of 
the Patent-oftice or Bureau. 


meh 


ae The committee recommend, that the House recede from 
amendments respecting the kind of fands in which the clerks 


f the various Departments are to be paid, &c. ` = 


d 


16. They agfee, that the Senate concur in the E 
öf the House, so as‘to read “or from their appointment.” 

11. The committeé recommend the following, in lieu of the 
lith section :—“Be it further enacted, That four thousand dol- 
lars be appropriated, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
to pay Cruger & Moore, agreeably. to their proposition to this 
Con gress : provided, they print and deliver to the ‘Secretary of 
State, the laws within 40 days, and the journals within 69 any S 
after copies are delivered to them, from the State Departmen 
They also agree to strike out, $4,000 for public printing; of Ethe 
original bill. 

i2 The committee agree that the 12th section be striken 
out of the bill included in the amendments of the House. 

13 The committee also, recommend, that the 13th section be 
stricken out of the bill, relating to the extra pay of the clerks 
and officers of each house. 

14. The committee recommend that the 2d section of the bill 
” be stricken out, relating to the appropriation for Ward & In- 
gram; also, the “appropriation of $750, for James AUT be 
stricken out of the bill. 


Mr. Green moved to lay the report on the table. 
Lost: 


On motion, the report was adopted. 
Mr. Head, by leave, offered the following resolution : 


“Resolved by the House of Répresentatives, That the Clerks, 
.Sergeant-at-Arms, and Door-keeper, be allowed a sufficient sum, 
to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 8th Congress, in 
addition to the pay now allowed by law, so that their piy will - 
amount to six dollats per day.” 


Resolution adopted. 


- On motion of Mr, Erath, a bill for the relief of join Gregg, 
was taken up, read 3d time, and passed. 
_ Mr. Cuney moved to take up a bill for the more prompt col- 
lection of the direct taxes. > 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House adjourned until 1 
o'clock, on Monday. 
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ore February 5th, 1844. 


"7 ne Honse met pursuant to adjournment, m oF 

Prayer oy the Chaplain. 

‘Yae roll being called the following members answered to 
their names, to wit. 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Guanine: Col- 
lins, Darnell. Edwards, Erath, Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, 
January, Johnston, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, 
Means, Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward. 


Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, thro’ their Secretary 
Col. Thomas Green, informing the House of the passage of ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Daniel Alexander, with 
amendments, and that the Senate had concurred in the report of 
the committee of conferrence, to a bill making ‘appropriations 
for the support of the Government for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four. 

“The committee on Privileges and Elections made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit ; . 


To the Hon. RICHARDSON SCURRY, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives 4 


The committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom was 
referred the communication of the Hon: Sin:on L. Jones, declar- 
ing the seat occupied at present by the Hon. L. S. Hagler, as 
Representative from the county of San Patricio vacant, have 
- had the same under consideration, and given to the testimony 
laid before them, such investigation as their limited time will 
allow, and beg leave to report ; 

That it appears from the returns made to the Department of 
State, that at the election held at Corpus Christi in San Patri- 
cio County, Mr. -ones received twenty votes. And, that at an 
election held in Victoria, for San Patricio, as ‘one of the depopu- 
‘lated counties, Mr. Hagler, received 28 votes. And, at an elec 
tion held in Harris County, for San Patricio, Mr. Hagler re- 
ceived 7 votes ; making in all 35 votis. 

The elections all appear to have been holden in strict confor- 
mity to the provisions of the laws, regulating elections. 
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Nothing disorderly or improper attending them. It is proz 
“yen that three votes given at the Victoria polls for Mr. Hagler, 
were illegal, and doubts are entertained, as to the legality or 
somo others cast at the same polls. Two also of the votes cast 
for him in Harris County, are rendered probably illegal by the 
evidence before the coiumittee. But in the judgement of the 
majority of the committee, the evidence does not establish the 
illegality or probable illegality of a sufficient number of votes 
cast for Mr. Hagler, to reduce his poll to the number cast for 
Mr.Jones. In addition to this, some of the votes cast fur Mr. 
Jones are proven to be illegal, and doubts are entertained as to 

ihe legality of others. 
The majority of the committee are of opinion, that Mr. Hag- 
ler is entitled to hold his seat, and therefore recommend the . 
adoption of the accompanying resolution. 


JAMES FRUIT,- 


: Chairman- of the committee. 


“Resolved: That the fan L. S. Hagler, is entitled to. hold 
the seat he now occupies as Represeniative from the County of 
San Patricio.” 

“Resolved Pa, That the claimant Hon. S. L. Jones, *be 
allowed hismileage to and from the seat of Government,- ‘and 
that the same be paid out of the contingent fund of the House.” 

Which yesolution was adopted. 

The committee on Hnrolied Bills, made the following re 


port, to wit: 


P 


February 5th, 1844. 
Hon. R. Scurry, | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have'examined and found 
correctly enrolled the ae acts, &c. 

An act more’permanently to establish the county seat of 
Bowie County. 

An act making appropriations for the part pay of officers and 
‘seamen of the Navy. 

A joint resolation for the relief of Holland Coffee, and 

An act to repeal in ‘part 'and.amend an act entitled : “An act 
for the incorporation of the city of Galveston.” 


i 
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‘The same having been signed by the Speaker of the Housé 
5f Representatives and President of the, Senate, were this day 
presented to his Excellency the President for his approval. 
S: A. MAVERICK, Chairman. | 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following further 
report, viz: 

Hoa. R. Scurry, . 

Speaker of the House of Representatives ! 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined ahd found 
correctly enrolled the following: . 

An act regulating Elections. 

An act supplementary to the several laws regulating License 
Taxes, 

An act for the relief of persons who havé furnished certain 
supplies for the publie service. . 

An act to authorize the County of Fort Bend to levy a tax 
for a special purpose, 

A joint resolution for the election of Chief Justices of Refu- 
gio, Goliad and San Patricio Counties, and 

Au act to authorize the holding of the District Court in twò 
places in the county of Fannin and for other purposes, 

- The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and President of the Senate, were this day 
presented to his Excellency the President for his approval. 

S A. MAVERICK, Chairman’ 
Which report was adopted. 
The select committee Phillip M. Cuney, chairman, made the’ 
following report, to wit :- 


To the Hon, R. Scurry; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


Srtr—The sélect committee to whom was referred the reso- 
lution authorizing the committee on Public Printing to con- 
tract for the printing of two hundred copies of the captions of 
the laws of the 8th Congress, beg leave to report, that they have 
contracted with Thomas Johnson for the same to be printed in 
pamphlet form, at twelve and anda half cents in par funds 
for each copy, tò be delivered to the members of this House, on 


the morning of the 6th instant. l 
i _ PHILIP M. CUNEY, l 
l Chairman Select Committeer 
-Which report wag adopted. . 
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The select committee, Mr. January, chairman, made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit : ” 


ComMITTEE-Room, 


_ February 3d, 1844. 
Hon. R. Scurry, 


Speaker of the House of Representafives : 


The select committee, to whom was referred an act author- 
izing an association of the Physicians of the Republic of Texas, 
have had the same under consideration, and the undersigned of 
said committee report ; 

That after mature deliberation, we are of opinion that for 
reasons which are “obvious” the promotion and general diffu- 
sion of medical knowledge would not result from the passage 
of the bill. 


The time specified (the second Monday in March next) for 

the organization of the Society, is so near at hand that none 
would be likely to avail themselves of its privileges, unless re- 
sident in the immediate vicinity of Washington ; thus placing 
it in the power of those who are favored by ‘the circumstance ‘ot 
. residence, without reference to their qualifications or merits to 
enact laws for the government of the association, and of the 
profession throughout the Republic. 
-The second section, contemplates the organization of the so- 
ciety by the Secretary of State, who must necessatily judge 
whether or not the applicant for membership has been “perma- 
nently” authorized to practice medicine by some “legally con- 
stituted authority.” It is known to the undersigned that in the 
United States of the North. and other countries, there are a 
number of “constituted authorities” legally authorized, to grant 
licenses to individuals to practice medicine: among these are 
Universities, Colleges, Acade.sies, Worthington Colleges, 
Thompsonian Patentees, Ey rics in general and the patent 
office in particular. 

To waich of these “legally constitated authorities.” the hon- 
orable secretary of State might be disposi: d to give the prefer- 
ence, the undersigned without advisement are unable to say, 
: and therefore deen it unadvisable to leave it to the discretion of 
that distinguished individual to decide upon the merits of the. 
applicants for admission into the ‘association of Physicians: o 
the Repnblic of Texas,” 
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‘he remaining sections of the bill contain provisions so plain. 
_ly objectionable, that the undersigned deed it unnecessary to 
comment upon theim. 

lu conciusion,the undersigned have no hesitancy in pronoun- 
cing tnat the bill is an attempt to legisiate into professional emi- 
neuce, a few unmeritorious individuals, at the expense of the 
protession generally; and therefore respectfully 1ceommend its, 


rejection. 
JAS. B. P. JANUARY, 
INO. CALD ELL, 
R. M. COLLINS, 
D. ROWLETT, 
JNO. STAMPS. 
Which report was adopted. 
Mr. Henderson moved a reconsideration of the vote, rejecting 
a bill to incorparate the Texas. Land and Enngrating Company. 


The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 


_Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Cazneau, Darnell, Davis. Erath, 
Gaze, Green, Head, Henderson, January, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kendrick, Lewis, Montgomery, Person and 
Rowlett— 17. P 


-Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caldwell, Cuney, Doom, 
Grammont, Hogg, Johnston, Johnson, Means, Pascual, Phillips, 
Rabb, Stamps, Trait and Ward—l16. 

Carried and vote reconsidered. 

Ou motion of Mr. Green, a committee of three, consisting of 
Messrs, Green, Kendrick and Henderson, were appointed to in- 
form the Senate that the house of Representstives are now rea- 
dy to go into the election of Judge of the 4th Judicial District, 
and to ‘avite that body to a seat within the bar of the House 

Mr Barnard preseuted the resignation of the honorable Wil- 
liam E. Jones, member from Gonzales, which was read, and the. 
Chief Clerk instructed to transmit the same immediately to the 
secretary of State. 

Mr Cuney nominated the honorable W. Ẹ. Jones, as a candi- 
date for Judge of the Ath Judicial District. 

Mr. Stamps offered the following as a supplement to the reso- 
lation allowing additional pay to clerks, &e. 

And that the Chief Clerk of this house be authorized to ap- 
prove their accounts for the same as also the account of Alexan- 
der Coleman for services rendered as engrossing clerk during 


the illness of B. F. Hill, to be paid out of the contifigentfand 
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of thig Sth Congress, and tat. the auditor j is hereby er to 
audit the.same when so a aad 

Which was adopted. l l 

Mr. Means offered the following resolution; i 

Whereas, the-pixblic ear has been abused, aind-tire public mind 
pre-occupied by the most unjust imputations and the most un- 
founded aspersions of the character of Sgm Houston, President 
of the Republic of Texas; and 

, Whereas, even foréign. papers ‘have. had the unblushing ef- 
fronter y, to propose his ejection from the office which he now 
Holds with such honor to himself and advantag2 to his country, 
and for the purpose of producing that event, have charged this 
distinguished soldier and self, gncrificing: patriot, with the crimes 
of corruption, bribery and treason; and 

Whereas the présent session of Congress will this day close 
without any of those, chargies being substantiated or evelt pre- 
ferred; and 

Whereas , it is the, setse'of,this House, that the President, in- 
stead of being obnoxious to the said charges, is entirely guitiess, 
and has presented himself with new and increased claims on 
the gratitude of this pation, for the happy and satisfactory con- 
dition of our domestic: and foreign relations; and 

Whereas, the successful exertion of the President to procure 
peace with our Mexican and Indian enemies, entitle him to the 
lasting gratitude of. this Republic; therefore, 

“Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, That we 
have ‘an abiding canfidence in.the integrity, capacity and patri- 
otism of Sam Houston, President of the Republic of Texas. 

- Be tt further resolved, That this House aver the charges of 
bribery, corruption and treason, made against the President, td 
be base, unfounded and malicious slanders, and will be. nobly 
repelled by the people in vindicating the man of their choice. 

Be it further resolved, That the éxertiotis of the President 
in securing the preliminaries of a peace withiour Mexican ene- 
my, and in paeificating the Indians within our borders, have 
constituted a bright aera in the history of ofr young and grow- 
ing country. , 

. "Be it Sur ther resolved, That the prudence, economy and fi- 
delity with which our finances have been managed and husbagi- 
ded by the President. command .our warmest approbation. 

Be it further resolved, That the President be furnished with 
a copy'of this preamble and regolitions, 

Qa metion of Mr} Satis the resohition was! laidt oar m 
table until 3 o clock, P. 

FFF 
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a * 
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A message was received itom the Senate, informing the House 

of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of prisoners in 
Mexico, with amendments; also, 

A bill to suppress. private. banking. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the bill for the relief of prisoners in 
Mexi-o, was taken up, together with the amendments of the 
Senate, and amendments coneurred in. 

Mr. Kendrick moved that the House proceed to take np the 
bills which have been amended in the Senate, and dispose of 

hem in their regular order. Carried. . 

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward, with 
amendments. 

Qu motion. the House receded. from theif disagreement to the 
Senates amendments. 

On motion said amendment was concurred in. 

An actto provide-the mode of taking interrogatories, ete., with 
amendments from the Senate, 

‘Tne House refused to concur in alt the. amendments. 

The committee appointed to.inform the Senate that the house 
was now ready to go into. the election of Judge of the 4th Judi- 
eial District, and Invite them to a seat within the bar of the 
House, returned and reported duty performed. 

In actordance with the resolution to go into the election of 
Judge, the honorable. Senate “appeared, headed by their presi- 
dent, and were invited to seats prepared for them within the 
bar of the House. 

The honorable Speaker, then announced the Hon Willaim B, 
Jones as a candidate. 

The being no other nominations, the two houses proceeded, 
to vote viva voce for Judge of the 4th Judicial District. 

Those members of the House voting for W. E. Jones, were 

Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, 
Cuney, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, 
Green, Hagler, Head, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnston, 
Jones of Galveston Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick, Montgomery, 
Ogden, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rowlett, Stamps, Truit and 
Ward—33. 

Honorable W, E. Jones received by the honorable Senate 10 
votes. 


RECAPITULATION & 


Mr. Jones having received 43 votes, was declared by the 
Speaker duly and constitutionally elected Judge of the-4th Ju- 
dicial District. 


. abi 


Dhè Senate having retired, the Housé proceeded to the basi- 
hess ofthe day. _—.. 
The chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, made the 


following report - ; 


oe 


To the Honorabl: R. Sctary, = 
Spéaker of the House of epresentatives : | 


The committee upon Indian Affairs, to whom was referred 
so múch of the President’s message, as relates to that subject, 
beg leave to repért < Ji 

That not concurting in thé views óf the Executive upon his 
Indian policy, as contained in his annual méssage to the prez 
sent Congress, they at an eariy day of the session caused a 
resolution to be introduced, and which was passed, calling for 
more information, as to “Indian expenditures,” the amount 


‘paid them. the character of their presents, &c. &c.” They have 


patiently waited_up to this late day of the session, in the hope 
that the Executive would make a respectful response to this 
eall ofthe Housé. dri this the committee havé been disappoint: 
ed. ‘The Executive has not deigued to answer the call, and 
the committee has been obliged to seek information from other 
sources, all of which they herewith respectfully submit. 

The Congress on the 8a of February, one thousand eight 
hundréd and forty two, appropriated the sum of twenty thous- 
and dollars for “frontier protection.” “The succeecing Con- 
gress inthe month of December following, made a call upon the 
Executive, to know how that amount had been disbursed. In 
answer thereto, the Executive, about the 26th of the same 


month, furnished the annexed statement, marked “A” in which 


it seems that on the same day he took out of the Treasury, and 
had charged to himself, the sum ef nine thousand dollars. The 
charge stands in these words : “Sam Houston, to pay outstand-: 
ing liabilities for Indian purposes, supplies furnished, &c.”-— 
The committee has had no means of knowing, whether 
this sum was applied as charged; but they can have but one 


opinion, that be had no right to give one dollar of this appro- 


priation for-“frontier protection” to the Indians, The 25th 
section of the first article of the Constitution, is in these em- 
phatic words: “no money shall be drawn from the public Trea- 
sury. but in strict compliance with appropriations made by 
daw.” If in the opinion of the Executive, the bringing into 
the settlements from abroad, and furnishing Indians with pows 
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t character which the committee cannot ADS EHTDE - 249 

From long and dea; bought experience yout. committee ig eon- 
strained to’ beliéve that ihe scalps of your frontier people., wit 
prove a tribute to this suicidal policy and false philanthropy: 

The law of the 6th of January, one thousand eight, hupüred 
and for o placed at the contfol’of the Erotuta" tenthðú 
sand dollars for Indian.purposes. ‘Thus it, appears, that with- 
in the short space ofa few days, from the 20th December, one 
thousaud eight hundred andiorty: two; to they 6th of January 
a reafter, the lar ge amount of nineteen -thewsand dolars- for 

this purpose, has been abstracted from the Treasury?’ How 
this large sum has been disbursed by. the Executive your. com- 
mittee is almost wholly ignorant. The second section -ofthe 
act of-the 14th January, one, thousand eight hundred andäorty- 
three, is in these words: “That the President shall couse to be. 
laid before Congress at each regular sessiony a. report of ‘the 
affairs and transactions of the Indian Bureau, with his views 
and recommendations in relution thereto Notwithstanding 
this positive law, requiring of the President all information on 
“udian Affairs” to be communicated. to each. rawr WEDE 
in this respect has been done, 

Seeking, then, the best information within the reach of pour 
committee, all the acconnts of the disbursements of the foreges 
ing uppropriation, of nineteen thousand dollars, which your 
committee has been able to. procure, is the statement of: C 
Eldridge, late Indian agent, supernitendent, We, herewith at- 
tached, marked“B ” which shows an outkty of $1,288. BE. - Mr, 
Eld ridge in ‘formed the committee, verbally, that he knew of filly 
spears, “which were contracted for by:the President, at ten Hol 
lars each, in addition to the above account. ` 

Your committee must reiterate: their fears, that the Gisda 
tion, by President Houston, of so large a nimber:of Indians inte: 
aur settlements, from abroad, will resultin blood:shed andidire, 
calamity to our frontier ; and justat this identical peridd; when 
there are numerous Indians, from different. tribes; within this’ 
` city, under pretence of treating for peace, we have news that: 
the tomahawk is doing its bloody oflicein au. adjoining. county. 
Such has uniformly been, and sneh, your committee: fean wilk, 
continue to La, the result of sich blind policy.: H ts due to the. 
credit of the last administratión, dither Peeters Lamar, that kez; 
with the energy. and deagermined foresight ef astatesmanh, Nr 
pelled the faithless Cherekes avith.thein omen fyl: ot of iba! 
“Bowl” connegien. Rhatiheduows haekithe G pmmanohé Hiiop? 
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wasianotievlirilles of savdeed, Reo; fishy the: trst ebtdaypent 
fahs country haves: preyed. pith’ ‘gdh eara? Trvages; pen DUT 
fronties, and bronzht peace to our cany, by nearly pene i 
sional herwholé farer eS ee 

Your committee. in deprecating, as they-alectre jatreduenon 

ef vo largè auitmber of Iadians’ {isto ‘this Country; took npon ` 
the prebent dorisedttarice of ‘this, polep, with stil! regre serious 
regret, They are lufotihed that. at a Pte treaty, the Executive 
has rjjeldedia. large aad extensive portion-“ef our tetritory to 
‘these different: tribes? and that theiefuse of the atoreménfioned 
tribes are. at present, comiug into éur country. from the United 
Siatas—asomne of ‘whom are, at this moment, inthis ity, with 
passports fromthe United States’ agent. 

Tire attention of your com: nittee, in seeking information upon 
Indian affuirs, has‘been directed to the published speech. of. Pre- 
sident Huston, om the 8th Nóvember last only a few days pre- 
vions to the meeting of this Congress. Your committee. would 
benrecteant to their due ty, ard. to every Obl tration duetheir coun, 
try, were they.to allow this most extraordinary document to. go 
fith t&-the wotldy nweontradicted. Painful as it'may be. they 
are bound, by every-obligution of trath,tepronounee the Pre- 
sident’s assertion—“That three hundred and fifty Comanches 
were poisoned, on a certaiir occasion, by dnr eountrymen”—a nas 
tional slander, and without-the shado w of a foundation, iu trath.- 
What the Executive is pleased to terer “the massacre of San ` 
Antonio” ‘aad witeh he says is yet ‘nnatoned for,” is, in the 
opinion of your committee, another ‘slander upon the country, 
as disgraceful to its author, as it is false in fact . That the brave 
avid patriotia Col Wu. G Cooke, and the other commissioners, 
repelled.an assault from the fait! hless and perfidious Comandhé, 
on the occasion above alluded to, is, in the opinion of your’ 
conisdittes;2both: honorable ‘to the conumissioners, and to the 
country, 

PARN yourcommittee will repeat, what hat unifórine 

porlehae" Dé the conutry. thatan “Indianttreaty*' 
if eS A bestithe přecurser of blond-shed and suek. they! 
Lea will te fhe, reece of the present activh of ‘whe 
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tiated below a pat value; and that the Chief Clerk be authof: 
izect to approve the account for copying the same, at that rate.” 

Adopted. | 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the House went into secret session; 

The doors being again opened, 

A joint resolution, providing the manner in which the Major: 
General shall be conimissioned, with a substitute from the Se- 
nate, was taken up, and substitute adopted. 

A joint resolution for the relief of ‘Thomas D. Yoeum’s ad- 
ministrator, with amendments from the Senate, was taken up; 
aod amendments concurred in, 

A joint resolution for the relief of certain disabled seamen and 
landsmen, with amendments from the Senate, was taken up, and 
amendments concurred in. 

un motion of Mr. Jones, o’ Galveston, a bill to incorporate 
the Galveston Guards; was tagen up, read a 2d time; and or- 
dered to b2 engrossed. ‘ 

Qn motion, ‘the rule was suspended, bill read a third time, 
and passed. 

-A joint resolution for the relief ot Bryan, Austin & Co., with 
amead neuts from Senate, was taken up, aud amendments Con- 
curred in. 

An act authorizing the appointment of additional notarieg 
publie: with amad nents from the Senate; was taken up, and 
amendments concurred 1. 

Joint resolution making ap appropriation, for the pay of Sam- 
uel G. Novell, for services in the army, 

Read 3d time, and passed. 

An act to preseribie the duties of District J udges, in ee to 


charging juries 

Read 3d time: 

The ayes aud noes being called for on its : nal passage, stood 
‘thus: 

Ayes-—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, 
Davis, Doom, Hagler. Henderson, January, Johnston, Kendricks, 
Lott, Means, Montgomery, Person, Rabb; Stamps, T'ruit and 
Ward—20). 

Nogs—Messrs. Speaker, Collins, Darnell, Edwards, Gage; 
Green, Hogg; Johnson, Lewis, Maverick and Pasehal—L. 

Carried and biil passed 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, Mr. Green, informiag the House df the passage of an act 
for the relief of Stephen Jones pane He H, Hall, with omen 
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v Á joint resolution for the relief ot-E. W. Moore, with amend- 
ments. 

On motion, an act for the relief of Stephen Jones and H. H. 
Hall, with amendments from the Senate, was taken up, and 
amendments çoncurred in. a 

Qn motion, a j@iut resolution for the relief of Daniel Alexan- 
der, with amendments from the Senate, was taken up, and 
amendiments concurred in. 

On motion, a joint resolntion for the relief of B. W. Moore, 
with amendments from the Senate, was taken up, and amend- 
ments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, a bill to provide for the more prompt 
collection of the direct taxes, was taken up, with amendments 
from the Committee on Finance. 

On motion, the bill was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, Mr. “Green, informing the House of the passage of a bill 
incorporating the Galveston Guards. 

A bill for the relief of A. B. Shelby, was read a 3d time, and 

ssed, with amendments. 

A bill. incorporating the Texas land and emigrating company, 
was taken up, and made the speeial order of the day for four 
o'clock, P. M. 

On motion ot Mr. Davis, the House went into seeret session. 

On motion, the doors were opened. 

An act to amend a supplementary act, entitled an act supple- 
mentary to an act to raise a revenue-by impost duties, approved 
January 27th, oae thousand eight huucred and forty-two, was 
read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called for on its passage, stood thuss. 


Ayes—Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Caznean, Collins, Cuney, 
Davis, Green, Henderson, Hogg, January, Johnsen, Jones of 


Galveston, Lewis, Montgomery, Paschal, Person, Philips, Rabb 
aad Stamps—19. 


_ Novs--Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Darnell, Doom, Edwards, 
Gage. Head, Johnston, Kendrick, Lott, Maverick, “Means, and 
Ward—13- 
> Carried and bill passed. 
A message was received from the Senate, through their secre- 
tary, Mr. Green, informing the House that the Senate insisted 
on their amendments to a bill providing the mode of taking in- 
terrogatories, where witnesses are beyond the limits of the Re- 
public, and that ‘they had appointed a committee of conference 
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gn tie same, aud T the eppolatment of a like committee 
on the part of the House. 
On moionof Mr. sieans the House adjarped until 3 o clock, 
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TH INEM O'CLOCK, P P.M 


Hause inet—roll ealled—quor um santas: 

A preamble and resol a g tie policy of the 
President, being the special order for 3 o’e ock „yas taken up. 

Oa motion of Mr. Cazeau a cali’ of ae Janse was ordered: 

On motion Mr. Jasper was excused, 

Mr Cuney moved tse suspension of a further call. Lost. 

Mr. Henderson moved that a committee be appointed to take: ` 
r. Jaspers vote. 

Tue ayes and noes being called for the eon, stoad thus . 
_ Ayes—atessrs Speaker, “Bar nard, Bourland, Gollins, Cuney, 
Darəell, Davis, Edwards, Erath, Head, Henderson, Hoge, 
Jones of Galveston, Lewis, Meaus, Person, "Rowlett, Stamps and 
Prait—zo. es 

Nvoes-—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, Gage, Grammont; 
Green, Hagler, January, Johnson, Johnston, Kendrick, Maver- 
ick, Moatzo- nery, Ogden, Pascnal, Phillips, Rabb and Ward— 
18. Carried; aud, 

Messrs. Hende erson, January and Ward, were appointed said 


connnittee. 

A message was received from the President, through his pri- 
vate sec retary Mr Mer. 

A message was received from the Senate, throngh their se. 
cretary, colonel’ Thomas Gr een, informing the House of the 
passage of a joint resolution to revive an act thereiu named. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the rejection of the resolution under con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Lott moved a call of the House. Lost. 

Question on the rejection. 

Te ayes and noes being called for thereon, stoot thus: | 

Ayes— Messrs. Bourland, Caldwell, Cazneau, Doom, ‘Gage, 
Grain nont, Gresn, Hagler, January, Johnston, Johuson, Jones 
of Galveston; Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Oz aden, Pas-, 
chal, Phillips, Rabband Ward—20, 

Noes--Messrs, Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Edwards, Brath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, Jasper, Lewis, 
Lott, Means, Person, Rowlett, Stamps and ae 

Carrted and reselition Tejéeted. - TS a 
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A inessige was received from the Senate, marked “secret,” 

‘A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that they had concurred in fhe amendments of the House, to a 
bill for the relief of A. B. Shelby. 


_The committee on Foreign Relations made+the following re- 
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port, viz: : 
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Hon, BR. SCURRY, : 7 
' Speaker of the House of Représentatives : Shen ey 


-The committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred 
the message of his Excellency, the President, in reply to two 
resolutions of this House of the 22d December, vlt., one of 
which asked for information touching the affairs of Texas and 
Mexico, and the other in relation fo the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, have had the same under consideration, and -- 
beg leave to report thereon: 

That the committee, after having given to the subject of this 
very extraordinary paper, their most candid and deliberate con- 
sideration, are irresistably forced to the conviction, that it de- 
mands from the House of Representatives the most unquiulified 
reprobation, and should receive the gravest rebuke which this 
House cau offer, consistent with its own dignity and the deco- 
rum of language always proper to be observed towards a co-or- ' 
dinate branch of the government. . 

And although the gross and unwarranted insult to this body. 
couched by insinuation in the conclusion of his Excellency’s 
Tesponse, might seem to justify and almost to demand the use 
of térms little measured in harshness, yet your committee, in- 
dignant as they cannot but feel in regard to it, would steadily 
endéavor to repress any expression of that fecling, while they 
examine the dangerous political doctrines with which the mes- 
sage is fraught. The committee are most painfully satisfied _, 
that in it are directly avowed, doctrines, which if not promptly 
resisted, and disavowed in practice, might at any time lead to 
incalculable evils in the administration of this, or any other gov- 
ernment, and would very*soon subvert any, except one of un- 
mixed and unmitigated despotism. ae 
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Even his Excellency in framing the message. for this Houses 
had some inisgivings—some. dificu ulty’ and fas your committee 
would hope) some little reluctance: i in bringing’ himself tó the. 
bold determination of denying to the immediate tepresentatives 
of the people, all right to ay’ information on subjécts deeply | 
and vitally affecting their feelings and interests; (nay, possibly . 
involving. the very existance of our national institutions,) until’ 
after the period shall have entirely passed, when such informa- 
tion could possibly be of any service, either in enabling them 
by right and energetic action, to ‘secure advantages or to avert 
calamities. - ` 

His Excelletey says first, that the call for information was so 
general, “That the labor in accordance with it would be im- . 
practicable, and this would be a sufficient answer,” but that he ` 
had “other reasons for non compliance.” , - He then.proceeds to 
say, “the subjects to: which the ‘tesdlutions’ refer, are nearly 
all pending. with the various governments, and.a-disclosure of 
any portion of them might work infinite mischief with the inter- - 
ests of Texas, for this government to give publieity to the cor- 
respondeuce of other nitions, who have each, their peculiar 
views, would be a betray al on the part of -this. government of 
good faith towards them, and would in -the opinion of the. 
Executive, be sufficient grounds for any or all óf them to with-. 
draw their agents accredited to this government, and break off 
all correspondence with usas a nation: such a course on the, 
part of this government would be unexampled in the political 
history of international intercourse. and na possible good could | 
result from it, but every possible evil.” 

The committee suppose the Executive when. stating that the. 
subjects to. which the resolutions refer, were,nearly all. pending. . 
with the varions Governments, and that disclosures of any parti; 
of the correspondence in relation. to: them, might work. infinite 
mischief, meant the Eu ropean governmeuts “only: . 

If they are fight iu this supposition, and, the, “Executive Wass. 
right in saying that these governments would be deeply. ofend- ;. 
edi by. the publication of any partof their, correspondence, thes 
commiitee cannot but imagine there. must be something jn the-.,, 
character of that correspoudence either reproachful , in itself or 
injurious to ‘Texas, aud consequently that the earliest. disclo-. 
sure of it would be only the. more desirable, and the duty on the 
part of the peoples Representatives to requiré some disclasure,. . 
only the more inper ative. For your committee can never. ; 

give its assent to the doctrine. that 1p praatice it,can be; rightox ii 
` gate in a ‘Government sneh as ours, : fox its fanaticnea ies, 20 LIRA... 
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Aulge withoutahy'epntroll whatever, in a dark misterious” and 
tortious train of Machivallian diplomecy, which might at aty 
time. compromise its honor or integrity. It is intended and 
ought in practice emphatically to bea government of the peo- 
‘ple, whose entire conduct to secure permanence and satety, 
should be chgracterized by an uniform, open, and honest frank- 
mess with alf others, A firm and straightforward course in a4 
matters of individual or national interest, your committee be- 
lieve, in all instances, to be the only true and sound policy, 
whatever.pretences may be held out by political charletans and 
jugglers; and from its.peculiar framework the safety of our sys- 
tem of Government reqnires that in action each wheel of its 
simple machinery should be distinetly seen in the open sun- 
light of truth, | TE . 

Your committee, consequently differ from the opinion of his 
Excellency, in immagining that.any probable evil to the coun- 
try need:to have been anticipated from any disclosures sought 
by the Resolution of this House. Neither does the committee 
agree with the President’s opinion, that such disclosure would 
be unexampled in the history of national intercourse, or incon- 
sistent. with the practice of every Government where true. ‘ 
freedom has been for any long period preserved. They think 
‘it may with great propriety be asked, how can the action of 
the People’s Representatives either effect any measures or se- 
cure any means for the advancement of their country’s inter- 
ests or its honor, if they are ta be kept hoodwincked and 
wholly in the dark, respecting its actual relations with every 
‘other Country? And can at be possiblethat the true theory 
of.pur ypolitigal, institnfions ever contemplated the idea, or 
warranted thé asstimptipn of the position, that the voice and - 
interests of the people’s Representatives were never to be 
heard or allowed to-influence the-E:xecutive until after the con- 
summation of measures, which may be irretrievably for good 
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this conceded right of sound discretion, the Executive may as- 
sume to himself “the unqualified right of withholding from con- 
gress, all matters of nat.onal correspondence until the negocia- 
tions shall have been constuimated,” -whilst . meantime the 
country may be involved in utter disgracé or irreparable mis- 
fortune, would be equally absurd; and at war not only With 
sound reason, but with tue spirit and very lettersof the Consti- 
tution. In that instrument it is for wise purposes declared 
“that the President shall from time to time give information to” 
the Gangress, of the state of the Republic,” and without suéh 
declaration (as well as a practical adherence to a true spirit of 
it) your committee cannot Imagine there is any thing of real 
value which its other provisions could long secure from the — 
all-engrossing grasp of one man. ‘The Constitution most bap- 
pily and properly expresses (and: evidently by its imperative 
lauguage in the article defining the powers and duties of the 
Executive, contemplated) that information of the state of 
the Republic from time to time, not only might but should be 
given by the President ; and strely it cannot be allowed by 
any one who reads it, that the framers of that instrument de- 
signed that information to Congress on subjects’ involving the 
wellfare or even the existence of thé Republie should be with- 
held antil after every thing relating to them was so fixed and 
consummated that it could be of no possible use to the Represen- 
tatives of tae people. either in enabling them to secure results. 
desirable, or in avoiding those to be deprecated, tefore they 
shall have become irrevocable. . Your committee would ask 
then, in the name of all which is reasonable, at what time was: 
it intended that this Injunction of the Constitution upon 
the President should in practice tecorme obligatory? Was it te 
be when information was asked for, and whilst subject matters 
of great interest to the welfare and safety of the whole country 
were yet in astate where they might ts affected and favorab] 
modifiedin results by the opinion and action of thepe pte thro’ 
their Representatives? or was it to be only as his Excellency 
says “when the events now pending shall haye received the 
szal of time?” ! va 

It should be observed too, that ihformation isto be given from 
time to time “to congress” evidently with design that the whole 
legislative body might be fully informed of the'state of the Re- 
public, for whose interests and saf ty the members-of congress 
are chosen by the people to deiiberate-—When a treaty with 
any other government has been actually made, it forms no part 
of the right of this house.as your committee fully admit to at- 
vise or interfere in its ratification or rejection, yet éven‘in that 
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state of the case, the committee deem that the decided expres 
sion of senliment and opinion by the more immediate ee 
ttutives of the people ought botto be wholly overlooked or disr 
gardéd, Indeed it is matter of histor y, that in the U States, 
{whose constitution mostly resembles ourown,aud from whence 
we are mostly in the habit of drawing precedents for polineal 
opinion and action, ) several years after ihe organization wader 
their constitution, the question was for many “weeks mosted in 
the House of Representatives, in discussion upon the treaty of 
Mr. Jay, whether er not that Honse had an absolute right to a 
voice in its ratification. The votes upon if in the House stood 
at a tié, in repeated efforts to settle the question: many eminent 
men and’ known patriots, arguing on the side of those who 
claimed the right, until at length ‘the question was finally lost, 
only by the voluntary retirement from the House, of a mem- 
ber, (Mr. Muhlenberg,of Pennsylvania,) who was a warm per 
sonal friend of President Washington, and knew well the great 
and anxious solicitude which was felt by him for the ratification 
of the treaty... But whether his claim on the part ofthe United 
State’s House of Representatives, was made or settled npon right 
or wrong views of their constitution, your comimuiftee think is 
not at all material fo the question, whether this House has or has 
not the right to call upon the President for any information 
which its “menbers may find ifessential and desirable to have 
in providing for the national welfare and security. And it is 
only mentioned here to shaw the more conclusively how mnch 
higher weré the claims ot the representative body in the United 
States, undér similar constitutional provisions with our own, 
than those which his excellency the President, thought fit w hen 
cliimed by this House to- characterize as altogether € extravagant, 
impertinent and inadmisable. 

His Excellency says “he has not failedin his annual message 
to comply with his privilege under the constitution, of giving 
such information, and recommending such, measures, as he 
deemed it his daty to do. In thaf communication he presented 
such matters as he conceived he should.” Now it is entirely 
conceded by the committee, and as they conceive will scarcely 
_be doubted by any one who kaows him, -that few men bave 
lived and perhaps none now existing, more faithful in comply- 
ing with all-their privileges, than his Excellency; and they 
cannot butiregard with deep concern the lamentable difference 
in his readiness to comply. with his real eee under the 
constitution of his country, which is too clearly manifested i in 
this. ahswer to the resolutions. of this House. 
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And can his excellency really conceive that he had in his ai- 
nual message given information, sueh as could enable any con- 
gress to act at all advisedly upon any measures having for their 
object the defence of the conntry against Mexico, with whom 
we are still on terms of avowed hostility thongh temporarily 
suspended? 1s there indeed on any one subject, such definite 
iuformation given or modes of action recommended, as onght 
to have been expected in such a papér, in a period of so much 
anxiety and probable danger for the country? Might he not in 
fact, in reference to almest every subject of great national con- 
cern, nearly as well have simply written and communicated to 
the two houses, that Allah is great and Mahemet is his Prophet? 

Your committee willnot consume the time of the House by 
any lengthened reply to the charges of want of courtesy of the 
“terms in which the call for information’ was couched, and of 
which the President effects to complain for no other reasoia, 
which the committee can conceive, than to palliate the infrac- 
tion of the rights ofthis House, or to mislead a portion of its 
members, as tothe dangerous and unwarrantable doctrines of 
the message. Nor can your committee while upon a subject of 
so graye a character, as the claims which the President assumés 
in question, be led into that sort of bantering in which his Ex- 
cellency indulges in one or two pages of his message, appar- 
ently in a strain of what he intended for wit or irony, by way 
of moral lecture to the House, still further would your commit- 
tee be from forgetting themselves so much, as to compromit 
their own self réspect or that of the House, by any sort of la- 
bored ‘reply to the unwarranted insinuations and imputation, as 
contained in the last clause of ‘the message. p 

In conclusion then, the committee believe that the vessel of 
state belongs to the people, who are also passengers on board of 
it, and that the Executive is properly to be cunsidered as the 
helmsman for the three years of his incumbency,.bound to steer 
for such ports only as the real owners may direct. It is true asin 
ordinary. navigation ‘that he should not be spoken to or disturb- 
ed while he has hold of the helm, and steering. the general 
course tor the ports of destination required by the owners of 
the vessel. But certainly this admission of analogy of fact and 
of policy, would not authorize him: to say to the owners, you 
and your goods shall go wherever I please, while I am the 
helmsman, whether willing or unwilling, nor shall you even 
have a glimpse, during the entire voyage, ofthe Log Book of 
your own destiny. Such assumption, in. the opinion of your 
committee, would be wholly in contravention of every priri- 
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ple of Representative Government. They believe thatit would 
not be at all more impudent or absurd for a postilion whe 
might be employed to-day to drive a gentleman’s cayri:ge from 
this place to the nearest point on the Gulf of Mesico, to set off 
in a precisely opposite direction for some of the. Putawatamie 
towns of the iriterior, and swear to the passengers, who may 
not like the direction taken by him, that they have no right to 
enqttire where they are going, or to interfere in any way with 
his driving until they are set down at the end of the route he 
has chosen for them. - 
The committee therefore recommend to this House. for its 

adoption the accompanying Resolutions. 

LEVI JONES, 

THOMAS J. GREEN, 

` WM. L. CAZNEAU, 

SAMUEL A. MAVERICK, 

JAMES B. P. JANUARY, 

E. S. HAGLER. 


“ Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Teras in Congress assembled, That the message of His 
Excellency, the President, of the first January last, refusing to. 
furnish information on any subject connected with the foreign 
correspondence of the Government, and denying the right “of 
this H .use to require any information on subjects touching: nego- 
tiations with foreign powers, until after such negotiations shall 
have been entirely consummated, contains doctrines equally at 
war with the Ictter and spirit of the Constitution. subversive of 
the liberties of the people. and derogatory of the rights of this 
House, against which the members hold it an imperative eee 
most solenmly to přotest. 

“Resolved, further, That the grounds assumed, in said mes- 
sage, if practically acquiesced in, are not only fraught with mis- . 
chief to the future interests of the country. but Is, also, in its. lan- 
guage, objectionable, so far as it coufains insinuations, person- 
ally “disrespectful to the members of this House—and, conse- 
quently, that it be returned tò His Excellency, the President, 
for his further consideration, correction, and revision.” 

On motion of Mr. Green, the report and resolutions were 
laid upon the table, and made the special order of the day, for 
9 o'clock, P. m 

A message was received from the Senate, informing “the 
House, of the passage of a bill for the more prompt collection of 
direct, ae and : Ta i 
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& joint resolntion for the relief of S. G. Noval 
Qa motion of Mr. Phillips, the House went into secret sessio. 
Jo ntotton, the doors were again opened. 

A bill to fncorporate the 'Fexas land aud emigrating com-,; 
pany, beiug the Special order for Æ o’clock, P. Me was now taken 
up. i 
A motion to suspend the rule prohibiting amendments to bills: 
on their 3d reading. was made, and lost. 

The questioir them recurred or the passage of the bill. 

The ayes and noes’being called for thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs, Barnard, Green, Jonesof Galveston, Kendrick. 
and Mentgomery~— 5. = 

Noes--Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Collins, Cuney, Doom., 
Erath, Grammont, Hagier, Henderson, Hogg, January, J ohnson, 
Lewis, Means, Ogden; Paschal, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps, 
Truit and Ward—22. 

Lost, and the bilk rejected. 

Mr. Green offered the: following resolution, to wit: 

“ Whereas, itis important that the people should know what 
their Government has done,.or is doing, in regard to such vi- 
tal questions as annexation, sale of the navy, and negotiations: 
with Mexico about our western boundary, armistice, &c., 
therefore, 

“Be it resolved, by the House of Representatives, That ‘the 
injuuction of secrecy be, and the same is hereby removed, from 
all action had, or attemptéd to be had; and on all calls of this 
House, for information in regard fo annexation, sale of the navy, l 
armistice, and negotiations about the western boundary, from 
the journals of this House.” 

Mr. January moved to lay the above resolution on the table. 

The ayes and noes being called for, thereon,stood: thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Barnard, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Gage, Grammont, Head; Hen- 
derson, Hogg, January, Johnson, Kehdrick, Means, Paschal, 
Person, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—25. 


Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Green, Hagler, Jones, Maverick, 


Montgomery and Ward—7, ` 


Motion carried. 
Mr. Green moved to take up a bill-to provide for the annex- 


ation of Texas to the United States. 
Tue ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 
Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Gage, Green, Hagler, Montgomery, 
Ogden and Ward—7. / o m 
` Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Boutland, Collins, Cuney, Darnell, 
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Davis, Doom, Edwards, Erath, Head, Henderson, Hogg, John- 
ston, Jones, Kendrick, Lewis, Lott, Means. Paschal, Person, Phi. 
lips, Rabb, Rowlett, Stamps and Truit—25. 

Motion lost, 

On motisn of Mr. Collins, a bill for the more prompt collec* 
tion of direct taxes, was taken up, and made the special order 
of the day for half-past 7 o’clock, p m. 

On motion of Mr, Darnell, the veto message of the President, 
on the bill to alter and fix the daties on im posts, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the House adjourned until 7 
o'clock, P. m, , 


T OCLOCK, P. M. 


House met—roll called—quor um present. 

A bill to alter and fix the duties ou imposts, under cons:dera- 
tion when the house adjourned. ` 

On motion ef Mr. Kendrick a call of the house was ordered. 

Mr. Henderson moved to sus, end the call. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Lott a farther call was suspended. 

The veto message of the President was taken up and read as. 
follows : 


Executive DEPARTMENT, ? 


Washington, Feb. 5th, 1844. | 


To the Honorable, ; ' 


The House of Representatives :. 


. The Executive returns to the body in which it originated the 
bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts, without his signature, 
The provisions of the bill are such, in the estimation of the Ex- 
exutive, as to compel him upon a due consideration of the state 
of the Republic, and the ways and means to be provided: for the 
support of Government, to withhold his sanction. 

Could we calculate with certainty upon the continuance of 
peace, aud were not means imperionsly required to put the 
‘country in a proper attitude oi defence, for any contingency 
that might arise, the passage of the bill might be admissible, 
But truth compels me to say, that instead of T proper preparation 
for emergencies, we are almost totally destitute of the most im- 
portant, and I may say indispensible means, for defending the 
country against attack. 
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We have no fortifications upon our seaboard. . We have tie . 
farts upon our frontier—our arsenals and magazines are empty 
—our artillery dismounted and out of repairi—our vessels of 
war abandoned and the most essential machinery of Govern- 
ment, almost.stopped by the manifold obstacles continually pre- 
sented to its successful action. We have important negotia- 
tions on foot, on every side, both in Europe and America: on 
the successful conduct of which, mueh depends. Cur pacific 
relations with the Indians also must be encouraged, completed 
and coufirmed. For all of these purposes and a great variety 
of others which the laws have created, means must be provided. 
No governinent can be supported without a revenue—no coun- 
try can be defend: d without arms and munitions of war—no 
people can prosper withont peace. 
These in other countries are considered objects of the first , 
magnitude. ‘To us they are peculiarly so, a solvent currency is 
indispensable to give force and efficiency to our political organ- 
ization: aud the currency can only be sustained by providing 
for its redemption—TThe reduetion of the rates of our imposts, 
_ can have no other tendency: than to weaken this support, the 
consequence of waich would be, that general debility would 
pervade all the ramifications of our political system. 

How theu are these important objects to be attained, and this 
injury avoided? Experience has conclusively proven that we 
cannot rely upon even. the punctual assessment of the direct 
taxes, not to speak of their collection. For the last year, out of 
upwards of torty-nine thousand dollars, but little more than, 
thirteen thousand have been paid into the Treasury. Itis very 
evideut that the government could not have maintained its ex- 
istence, had it been compelled to rely upon this source alone for 
support. The receipts from the eustoms have constituted the 
very life-blood of the government; without them, it must have 
ceased its functions. To this source we must continue to lock 
—at least until it shall have been made manifest, thatthe people 
„of the Reptiblic, prefer to pay the amount requisite for the sup- 
port of the government, by way of direct taxes. If the past be 
any criterion, the couclusion is irresistable that they do not en- 
tertain such-prefzreuce, and this conclusion is strengthened by 
tho reflection, that onr direct taxes, as now fixed. by law are not 
more tnaa one third, or one fourth as high as they necessarily 
would have to be, were the government compelled to rely upon 
theim for support. It would therefore, in the opinion of the Ex- 
écutive be -more prudent, because more safe, first to ascertain 
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that the people will pay the necessary amount of direct taxes 
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for the support of the Government, before resort is-had to-the 
doubtful and hazardous experiment, of trusting too much to 
that source. ` ; 

It is ascertained that theappropriations, of this year will large- 
jy exceed those of the last; if therefore the revetre-from imposts 
should be reduced from about twenty-four to seventeen rer 
cent, ad valorem, (or about thirty thousand dollars in the ug- 
gregale,) as’‘this bill propdses,—whence ure we to derive the 
-means for meeting the state of things thus produced! ‘The de- 
ficiency in the revenue of thirty thousand dollars will not of 
course pay the excess in the appropriations; and thus the Gov- 
ernment would be left inextricably embarrassed, by the passage 
of the bill, tothe amount of many thousand dollars. 

But it may be urged that the reduction of t.e tariff will in- 
crease importations, ànd thus supply the deficit caused by the 
proposed reduction. "This is donbifol: for importatio,.s are ul- 
ways regulated by the importing merchant in the direct ratio of 
the demand for constmption. But were this even the case, the 
policy would be-questionable, at this period ofour history. The 
more we are induced to make out of our means at home, by the 
caltivation of the soil and the manufacture of its products, the 
more is secured to the sum of both national and iudividual ~ 
wealth; as ñ people, we may in this way soon become indepen- 
dent of others, as to many of those articles, which from lack of 
- encouragement at home are now imported, and on ail of which 
we are compelled to pay the impost tax. 

When we shall have become populous, and firmy establish- 
ed as a nation, and our people shall be willing as well as able 
to pay a sufficient amount of direct taxes, to support the Gov- 
ernment, the period may have’ arrived for the passage of ` 
this bill, or even to go further and throw open the ports of the ` 
country to the commerce of the world. That period, however, 
has not yet arrived ; and a necessity compels us to address our- 
selves to the best means of sustaining the conntry under press- 
ing difficulties, the Executive is unwillmg to make any 
change in the existing laws regulating the duties on iniposis. 

The injury which a vacillsting policy always inflicts upon 
the commercial community would tude? the passage of this bill 
not be light. Those merchants who have under the sanction 
of our laws, already imported their merchandize and 
paid their duties, wonld be seriously damaged, for they 
would be reduced by legislative action to an unequal footing 
with those who might make importations after the reductious 
contemplated by the proposed bill, the consequence of which 
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would soon be, that no merchant would ever import his goods 
during the fall and winter mouths, until after the adj journment 
of Congress, under the apprehension or expectation, that the, 
duties would, as a matter of course, be redneed. ‘This is with 
the Executive, a prominent objection to this bill. Something 
like stability must be observed, i in order to prevent injury to 
private interests as well as the public good, and the Executive 
is satisfied that the commercial men of the conntry as a body, 
would infinitely prefer that the laws regulating imposts should 
remain as they are, to the frequent changes which have hereto- 
fore been male, all of which tend, more or less, to destroy eve- 
ry thing like certainty and safety in business transactions, 
, SAM HOUSTON. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was ordered, 

On motion of Mr. Lott, Mr. Jasper was exeused from atten- 
dance on the House. 

On motion a further call was suspended. à 

Question on the passage of the bill over the veto of the Pre- 
sident. 

The ayes and noes being taken thereon, stood thus : 

Ayes—Hessrs. Speaker, Barnard, Bourland, Cadwell, Caz- 
neau. Collins, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Doon, Edwards, Gage, 
Grammont, Green, Hagler, Henderson, Hogg, Jaunary, Joha- 
son, Johnston, Jones of Galv Kendrick, Lewis, Lott Maverick, 
Means, Montgomery, Ogden, Person, Phillips, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Troit and Ward— 3A. 

Noes—Messrs. Brath, Head, Paschal, and Stamps—4. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

A bil for the more prompt.collection of the direct taxes be- 
ing the special order of the day was taken up 

r. Kendrick, moved to lay the bill Upon the table for one 
i 

ne ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Ayes —Siessrs . Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Doom, 
Gage, Grammo at, Green, Hagler, January, Johnson, Jones of. 
Galv., Kendrick, Maverick, Montgomery, Ogden, Paschal, Phi- 
lips, Rowlett and Ward—20, 

Nooes—Aiessrs. Barnard, Bourland. Collins, Darnell, Da- 
vis, Edwards, Brath, Head, Henderson, Hoge, Johnston, Lewis, 
Lott, Person, Rabb, Stamps and Truit—17. 

Carried and bill laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Greau, an act for the proteetion and en- 
couragement of the commerce ofthe Republic, was taken up, 
and read first time. 
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On mofiontherule was susper ided, bill read second n 

Question on the passage of the pill to its 2d readin 

The ayes vad nass being called for thereon, stood RA 

Ayes —Messrs. Barnard, Bourland. Caldweil, Cazneau, Cole 
fins, Cuney, Davis, Doom, Brath Grammont. Green, Hagler, 
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Henderson, Hogg, Januuary, Johasten, Johnson, Kendrick, Og: 
den, Paschal, Puillips, Rabb, Rowlett and Stamps—24. 

Novs—-Messrs Speaker, Darnell, Edwards, Gage, Head, 
Jones of Galveston, Lewis, Lott, Maverick, Means, Montgon.ery, 
Person, and 'Prnit—L3. 

Carried, and bul passed to 3d reading. 

On motion the in was futher suspended, bill read’ a 3d 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Green. a joint resolution reviving a certain 

act therein named, was taken upand read Ist time. 

On motion, rule suspended; resolution read 2ud time. 

On motion ‘the rule was further suspended, bill. read 3d tint 
and passed. x ‘ 

Mr. Rowlett 1 by leave offered the folowing resolution: 

‘Resolved hy t the House of Representatives of the 8th Con- 
gress ot the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled—that 
the thanks of this Bouse are due and liereby tendered to 
the Hon. R Senrry, for the able, prompt and impartial manner 
inwhieh he has o the duties of Speaker thereof.” 

. Which was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Head. by leave, offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the thanks of this House are due, and they 
are hereby, tendered to the chief and assistant clerks, and cthet 
officers of this House, for their promptness and efficiency i in per- 
forming the duties of their respective offices, and for theit court- 
esy and obliging manner, towards the members of this House, 
during the present session.” 

Mr. Davis offered an amendment, 

The previous question being called for, was pnt and earttied, 
and the resolution adopted: | 

Mr. Hogg, by leave offered the following resolution: ~ 

“Be it resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing, be 
required to contract for the printing of three huudred Ba 
of the report’of the Committee on Foreign Relations, and the 
resolution offered ; also, 300 copies of the President’s message 
in reply to a resolution of the House, calling on the President 
for mormon on all subjects of foreign negotiation, with said 
xesollition. al 
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On_ motion of Mr. Lott, the resolution was indefinitely post- 
poned. | 

Mr. Edwards, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved. That a committee ot three be appuinted, to wait. 
upon the Senate and inform them, that the House of Represent; 
atives will adjoura sine die, at L0 o’clock, P. m; precisely. 

ada 

Messrs. Edwards, Stamps, and Caldwell, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Rabb, by leave, offered the following resolution ; , 

« Resolved, That the Door-keeper of the House of Represent- 
atives,be allowed one dollar per day, for cutting wood, furnish- 
ing water, &c, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 8th 
Con GTESS, » ; 

Adopted. ` 

Mr. Henderson moved, a committee of two he dppointed, to 

wait on His Excellency, the President, in conjuegction with a 
like committee ou the part of the Senate, aud inforin him the 
two houses were ready to adjourn; and enquire if he had any 
further communications to make, 

Adopted, and Messrs, Henderson aud Barnard appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Green, by leave, introduced the following resolntion : 

“Be tt Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That the thanks of / 
this Honse be tendered to J. P. Set natzel, Esq., of Matamoros, 
for the uniform kindness and liberality extended, by him, to our 
unfortunate fellow-citizens, while prisoners in Mexico.” i 

Adopted. 

Mr. Head, by leave, offered the folowing resolution ; 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be tendered to the 
ciliz2as of W esainzto 1, for their polite conduct towards the 
members of this House, during its session.” 

Resolution rejected. 

A committee appeared, from the Senate, and informed the 
House, of the adoption of the resolution to adjourn at 10 o’clock, 
and had appointed a committee, to inform His Excellency, the 
President. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick, a bill for the more prompt col- 
lection of the direct taxes, was taken up, 

Mr. Doom moved its indefinite postponement. 

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus:. 

Ayes—Messrs. a Caldwell, Cazneau, Cuney, Darnell, 
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DRE Doom, Gage, Grammont, Green, Hagler, January, John- 
ston, Johnson, Jones, Kendrick, Lewis, Maverick; ‘Means, Mont- . 
goimery, Ogden and Paschal |—22, : 

Nocs--Messrs. Barnard, Bourland, Collins, Edwards, Erath, 
Head, Henderson, Hogg, Lott, Person, Philips, Rabb, Rowlett, 
Trait and Ward—14- z- 

Carried, and bill indefinitely postponed. 

The en rolling committee made a report, which was eee aa 
as follows, viz: . F 


5th February, 1844. 


Hon. R. Scurry, 
Speaker of the House of Rèpresentatives : 


The Commiltee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and found 
correctly enrolled, the following : 

A joint resalution Tor he relief of 'Fexian prisoners, in Mex- 
icg. 

A joint resolution foi the elie of Thomas Wm. Ward. 

A joint resolution authorizing the President to comrission-a 
major-general of militia. 

An act for the relief of Stephen Jones and H. H. Hall. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Daniel Alexander., 

A joint resolution for the relief of the administrator of Thos. 
D. Yocuin’s Estate. 

A joint resolution to establish a tribunal for the impartial tri- 
al of captain E. W. Moore, and others. 

An act for the relief of Bryan, Austin and Company. 

An act incorporating the Galveston Guards. 

‘A joint resolution for the relief of certain disabled seamen 
and jandsmen. 

An act authorizing the appointment of additional Notaries 
Public. 

An act to suppress private banking. 

A joint resolntion making an appropriation for the pay of 
Sami. G. Norvell, as a soldier. 

The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives ‘and President of the Senate, were this day 
* presented to his Excellency the President, for his approval. 


S. A. MAVERICK, 
Chairman. 


* 


472 


A nrissage was received from the Senate informing the house 
that they had sustained the veto of the President $n a bill te 
alter and fix the duties on imposts. 

Air, Davis by leave made the following report: 


Hon. R., Scurry, 
Speaker of the House f Brais. : 
A part of the committee on Féreign Relations, to whoin was 


referred the President's message, iii answer to a resolntion of 
the House, calling on him for all the correspondencé with For- 


eign Nations, on the subject of Treaties now pending, beg leave 


to enter their objections to the report and resolution of a major- 


ity of said committee; and but for the want of sufficient time, 


the session now on the eve of closing, and the report not bav- 
ing been presented to the committee until the last day of the 
session, and not having time to do the Pubsecerant justice which 
it demands — 

Therefore, we, a part of said committee, do hereby solem y 
protest agaiust the report and resolution of the, majority of M 
committee on Foreign Rel: attons,—that it does not accord with 
our views, nor in our opinion with parliamentary usuge,—and 
further that the information sought by the resolution were of 
such a character, that did not intitle the House to them. The 
treaty making power being vested in the President and Senate 


alone. ; 

N. H. DARNELL, 
JOHN M. LEWIS, 
PHILIP M. CUNEY, 
JAMES DAVIS, 


Mr. Lott moved to lay the above report upon the table. 


Carried. a 
On motion the Journals were adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House adjourned sine die. 


